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VOYAGES  and  TRAVELS. 

FAVING  gone  through  the  preceding  Collec- 
jf~  JL  tion  of  Voyages  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  our 
limits  would  admit,  in  which  we  hope  our  felection 
and  method  will  meet  the  approbation  of  our  readers  ; 
we  here  enter  on  our  fecond  department,  v/hich  is  to 
confift  of  the  molt  modern  and  authentic  travels. 
The  objects  now  before  us  for  defcription,  are  Eu- 
rope, Africa,  and  Afia  -,  which  all  together  compcfe 
a  continent  fo  amazingly  extenfive  in  a  collective 
view,  and  fo  full  of  materials  for  obfervation  on  a 
feparate  one,  that  there  is  no  fmall  degree  of  embar- 
raflrnent  in  the  consideration  where  to  begin.  The 
moll  natural  method,  to  avoid  confufion,  appears  to 
be  to  commence  with  the  northern  extremity  of 
Europe,  and  from  thence  to  proceed  fouthward  and 
eaftward.  .  According  to  this  plan,  though  we  are 
to  enter  firft  on  very  unhofpitable  tracks ;  yet  will  the 
defcriptions  they  furnim,  and  the  rude  manners  of 
the  chilled  inhabitants,  not  be  altogether  void  of  en' 
tertainment  to  the  fpeculative  reader.  However, 
there  will  at  leaft  be  this  fatisfaction  refulting,  that 
our  fcenes  will  improve  upon  us  •,  as  we  mall  foon 
arrive  at  milder  climates,  inhabited  by  more  popu- 
lous and  civilized  nations. 
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TRAVELS 

THROUGH     THE 

Moll  Northern  Parts  of  EUROP  E, 

Particularly  Norway;  Danish,  Swedish,  and 
Muscovite  Lapland  ;  Bor  andia  ;  Samojedia  ; 

Zembla  i  and  Iceland. 

Extracted  from  the  Journal  of  a  Gentleman  em- 
ployed by  the  North  Sea  Company  of  Copen- 
hagen to  make  Discoveries. 

FREDERIC  III.  king  of  Denmark,  being  de- 
firous  of"  advancing  the  trade  of"  his  kingdom, 
eftablifhed  two  companies  of  merchants  at  Copenha- 
gen, his  capital  ■,  the  one  an  Iceland  company,  and 
the  other  a  company  of"  traders  to  the  north.  1  he 
latter  having  oblerved  that  the  trade  to  Norway  was 
very  beneficial,  prefented  a  petition  to  his  Danifb 
majefty,  in  February  1653,  repreienting  that  great 
profit  would  arife  to  his  i'ubjects  by  making  farther 
difcoveries  to  the  north,  whence  feveral  valuable  mer- 
chandizes might  be  imported  •,  his  majefty  readily 
granted  their  i\queir,  and  allowed  them  to  extend 
their  commerce  as  t\\r  northward  as  they  thought 
proper;  upon  which  they  fitted  out  feveral  fhip 
that  purpoie. 

A  French  gentleman,  who  happened  to  be  at  Co- 
penhagen when  one  of*  the  northern   fleets  was  out- 
ward-bound, and  being  informed  that  the  king  had 
nmanded  thofe  concerned   in  this  enterprize,   to 

make 
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make  all  poffible  difcoveries  of  the  countries  to  which 
they  came,  he  procured  himfelf  to  be  recommended 
to  go  furgeon  of  one  of  the  mips.  Having  given 
this  introduction,  we  mail  proceed  as  near  as  poifible 
In  the  gentleman's  own  words. 

We  embarked,  lays  our  author,  in  the  beginning 
of  April,  1653,  weighed  anchor,  and  fet  fail  from 
Copenhagen  with  two  fhips  in  our  company.  We 
loon  arrived  at  Kat-gat,  a  ftreight  which  divides  the 
German  from  the  Baltic  Sea.  This  is  a  dangerous 
paifage,  full  of  rocks,  extending  about  forty  leagues 
from  Elfinore  to  Schagerhort, 

When  we  arrived  a-breaft  of  Mailftrand,  a  fmall 
lea-port  town  ^thirty  leagues  from  Copenhagen,  the 
wind  drove  us  back  ten  leagues,  and  forced  us  into 
a  creek  called  Schalot,  where  we  call  anchor,  and  rode 
iafe  under  the  caftle,  which  looked  rather  like  a 
heap  of  ruins  than  a  place  inhabited,  and  is  only  fa- 
mous for  its  promontory,  which  is  well  known  to 
all  the  mariners  who  ufe  the  Baltic.  Here  we  ftaid 
three  days,  when  the  wind  fhifting  again  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage  ;  and  after  a  few 
days  failing  had  fight  of  Chriftianfand  in  Norway, 
a  promontory  that  takes  its  name  from  a  fmall  village 
at  its  foot, '  where  there  is  a  commodious  port.  Our 
flay  here  was  very  fhort :  for  the  next  day  we  pro- 
ceeded to  Chrifliana  or  Obflo,  the  capital  of  one  of 
the  five  governments  of  that  kingdom. 

As  foon  as  we  were  got  into  port,  we  went  afhore 
to  deliver  our  letters  to  the  company's  agents,  who 
gave  us  a  very  cordial  reception.  One  of  them  hear- 
ing I  was  a  (tranger,  and  had  been  recommended 
by  one  of  their  fociety,  behaved  to  me  with  great 
civility  •,  fhewed  me  every  thing  worth  feeing,  and 
commanded  one  of  his  fervants,  who  fpoke  French. 
to  attend  me  in  a  fhort  excurfion,  three  or  four 
miles  up  into  the  country.  Early  the  next  morn- 
ing we  took  horfe,  and  rode  to  a  large  village  named 
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Wifby,  the  capital  of  Gothland,  where  the  famous 
marine  laws  were  made,  nine  miles  from  Chriitiana. 
The  houfes  are  here  built  of  wood,  and  covered  with 
turf  i  they  are  very  low,  without  either  iron-work 
or  windows,  except  a  lattice  on  the  top  to  admit  the 
light. 

The-  peafants  of  Norway  are  remarkable  for  their 
fimplicity  and  hofpitaliry.  The  women,  who  are  very 
handfome,  though  red-haired,  are  fond  of  ftrangers, 
and  look  after  the  cattle,  of  which  there  is  here  great 
plenty  :  they  are  alio  excellent  houfe-wives,  and  in 
general  make  their  own  family-cloth.  The  country 
affords  excellent  game. 

When  we  were  returning  towards  *Chriftian  a,  we 
met  one  of  the  neighbouring  gentlemen,  followed 
by  two  fervants  and  a  pack  of  dogs  going  to  hunt 
the  elk;  who,  knowing  the  man  that  was  with  me, 
invited  us  both  to  partake  of  his  diverfion.  After 
we  had  rode  about  a  mile  we  met  his  huntiman  with 
more  of  his  fervants,  and  ten  or  twelve  of  the  pea- 
fants, who  led  us  three  miles  farther  to  a  wood  full 
of  bullies,  at  the  entrance  of  which  we  difmounted, 
and  gave  our  horfes  to  one  of  his  domeftics.  Prepa- 
rations had  been  made  for  the  chace  the  day  before 
_by  the  gentleman's  valTals.  We  were  fcarce  forty  . 
yards  within  the  wood  before  we  perceived  an  eTk,*^*- 
who  inftantly  dropped,  being  feized,  as  they  told  me, 
with  the  falling  iicknefs,  whence  they  derive  the 
name  of  elk,  which  fignifies  a  miferable  creature  ; 
and  it  fcems  that  they  often  fall  in  this  manner  at 
the  beginning  of  the  chace.  Had  not  this  accident 
happened,  I  believe  it  would  have  been  hard  for  us 
to  have  brought  him  down,  as  I  perceived  loon  after, 
when  we  had  rouled  another,  which  we  chaced  above 
two  hours,  and  fhould  never  have  been  able  to  have 
taken  him,  had  he  not  alio  dropped  down  dead.  I  le. 
billed  three  of  the  belt  dogs  with  his  fore-feet,  and 
the  gentleman  being  extremely  lorry   for  their  lofs, 

would 
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would  hunt  no  more ;  but  fent  to  a  farm  of  his  a 
mile  off,  for  a  cart  to  carry  the  game  we  had  caught 
to  his  caftle,  and  infilled  on  our  going  home  with 
him,  where  he  treated  us  in  a  very  fplendid  manner. 
This  Caftle  was  an  odd  fort  of  building,  and  like 
the  reft  in  that  country,  void  of  elegance  or  tafte. 

The  elk  is  as  big  as  a  large  horfe,  and  his  body 
like  a  flag's,  but  larger  and  longer  •,  his  legs  are  alfo 
long,  his  feet  broad  and  cloven,  his  antlers  large, 
hairy,  and  broad  like  a  fallow  deer's,  but  he  is  not 
fo  well  furnilhed  with  horns  as  a  ftag. 

At  my  departure,  the  lord  of  the  caftle  made  me  JutancJ^ 
a  prefent  of  the  two  left  fhanks  of  the  elks  we  had 
killed,  or  rather  fee'n  die  of  themfelves,  letting  me 
know  that  this  was  no  finall  favour,  they  being  an 
excellent  cure  for  the  failing  ficknefs.  To  which  I 
replied  by  my  interpreter,  that  I  wondered,  iince  the 
foot  of  an  elk  had  fuch  virtue  in  it,  why  the  animal, 
that  always  carried  it  about  with  him,  did  not  cure 
himfelf.  The  gentleman  reflecting  on  what  I  had 
faid,  laughed  out  aloud,  and  told  me  I  was  in  the 
right,  for  he  had  given  it  to  feveral  perfons  afflicted 
with  the  fame  difeafe,  without  its  producing  a  cure  ; 
upon  which  he  had  long  fufpe&ed  that  the  pretended 
virtue  of  the  elk's  foot  was  a  vulgar  miirake,  of 
which  he  no  more  doubted,  than  that  the  eating  of 
the  nefh  of  the  beaft  infected  people  with  their  dif- 
tempers.  He  then  gave  me  many  inftances  of  the 
ill  effects  produced  on  human  bodies  by  eating  the 
ftefh  of  elks. 

The  gentleman  obliged  us  to  fpend  the  night  with 
him,  and  having  entertained  us  in  a  plentiful  and 
agreeable  manner,  we  took  our  leaves  of  him  early 
the  next  morning,  and  returned  to  Chriftiana,  where 
we  ftaid  four  or  five  days,  and  then  weighing  anchor, 
failed  for  Berghen  \  but  being  becalmed  in  our  paf- 
fage  for  five  days,  we  employed  ourfelves  in  catch- 
ing fi(h,  of  which  we  caught  fuch  a  quantity,  that 
we  kept  Lent  a  long  while  after. 

B  3  Berghen. 
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Berghen,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  the  fame 
in      arway,  has  one  or"  the  lined  ports  in  Eu- 

c.  It  is  a  large  tfading  town  full  of  merchants, 
and  was  formerly  an  archbifhoprick  •,  but  it  has  not 
been  acknowleged  fuch  fince  the  reforma:ion.  The 
archbifhop*s  palace  was  given  to  the  Hrr^  to-  . 
f  r  their  ancient  merchants  to  live  in,  and  the  o-reateft 
part  of  the  houfes  were  turned  into  warehouils,  which 
itili  bear  the  name  of  cloifters,  and  the  merchant 
called  monks,  though  they  do  not  wear  a  cowl,  nor 
obferve  the  rules  of  any  order.  The  king  has  how- 
ever, obliged  them  fo  far,  to  keep  up  the  form  of 
a  religicus  houfe,  that  none  of  the  merchants  who 
live  in  it  are  allowed  to  marry  without  removing. 
The  principal  branch  of  trade  carried  on  at  Berghen, 
are  herrings,  cod,  and  ftcck-ni"h,  for  which  there  is 
a  great  vent  in  Mufcovy,  Sweden,  Poland,  Den- 
mark, Germany,  Holland,  and  other  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. 

As  foon  as  we  had  difcharged  the  camo  we  had 
to  deliver  at  derghen,  we  fet  fail  with  a  fouth-weft 
wind  for  Drontheim,  half  our  lading  being  con- 
-figned  to  the  furveyor  of  the  copper  and  filver  mine", 
for  the  ule  of  the  miners  and  other  workmen  •,  it 
confining  principally  of  bread  and  beer  :  but  being 
feveral  days  becalmed,  we  again  caught  a  great  quan- 
tity of  klip-fifh,  a  great  part  of  which  we  felted  and 
barrelled.  They  are  a  kind  of  cod,  bigger  than  thofe 
of  Newfoundland,  and  obtain  the  name  of  klip -filli 
from  their  never  leaving  the  rocks ;  klippe,  in  the 
German  tongue,  fignifying  a  re 

On  our  arrival  at  Drontheim,  we  applied  to  the 
furveyor  to  unlade   oer  mips  as  fad  as  \  oliible,  that 
We  might  purine  our  voyage  ;    but  he  told  u 
Id  not  begin  till  the  officer,  who  was  to  receive 
•  provifions,   came  back  from  ch(  .   ;vm\  of- 

fered to  fend  a  meiiengcr  for  him,  whom  I  go:  . 
to  accompany.      Early  the  next  morning  the  iur- 
veyor's  man  and  I  mounted  on  horfeback,  and  I 
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this  journey ;  but  the  roads  were  fo  very  rugged  that 
we  could  reach  only  eighteen  miles  from  Drontheim  : 
for  the  night  came  on,  and  we  had  a  long  wood  to 
pafs  through,  in  which  were  wolves,  lynxes  and  boars 
in  great  numbers,  that  render  travelling  in  the  dark 
very  dangerous.  The  next  night  we  arrived  at  our 
journey's  end,  and  lodged  at  the  forges ;  where,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  we  were  enter- 
tained by  the  people  who  have  the  care  of  the  mines, 
with  tobacco,  beer,  and  brandy :  and  our  hod  be- 
lieving that  we  would  not  think  ourfelves  welcome 
unlefs  we  were  made  drunk,  plied  us  fo  fad  with 
bumpers,  that  there  was  no  avoiding  a  debauch. 
I  here  became  acquainted  with  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  mines  who  fpoke  French,  and  promifed,  on  my 
expreffing  a  defire  to  go  down  into  one  of  them,  to 
gratify  my  curiofity. 

Having  breakfafted  with  the  perfon  who  fpoke 
French,  and  the  m after  miner,  they  went  with  me  fifty 
or  fixty  paces  from  the  forges,  which  are  upon  an  high 
mountain,  to  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  mines,  over 
which  was  erected  a  machine  refembling  a  crane,turned 
by  two  men  in  two  great  wheels  to  draw  up  the  ore  ; 
and  the  mafter  and  I  being  fixed  in  a  wooden  bucket, 
were  let  down  above  fifty  fathoms.  Never  did  I 
fee  a  more  horrid  profpect,  or  what  appeared  a  truer 
picture  of  the  infernal  regions.  Nothing  was  to  be 
ieen  all  around  but  rugged  caverns,  flames  of  fire, 
and  creatures  that  appeared  to  have  a  nearer  refem- 
blance  to  fiends  than  to  men.  They  were  dreffed  in 
black  leathern  jackets,  with  leathern  mufflers  about 
their  heads,  juft  under  their  eyes,  reaching  down  to 
the  bread,  and  had  leathern  aprons  Thefe  miners 
have  all  different  employments.  Some  ufe  the  chiiTel 
and  forne  the  hatchet,  to  knock  out  the  copper  ftones : 
others  fearch  for  new  veins  of  metal,  and  others  try 
to  difcover  caverns  filled  with  water,  which  fometimes 
unexpectedly  burit  forth,  and  drown  thofe  in  the 
B  4  mines. 
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mines.  The  mafter  miner  who  defcended  with  me, 
perceiving  I  was  afraid,  and  that  I  was  taken  with 
a  cold  fit,  rung  a  bell,  which  being  a  fignal  for  the 
people  above  to  draw  us  up,  we  loon  afcended  with 
the  lame  eafe  with  which  we  had  gone  down. 

We  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  officer   who  fpoke 
French,  and  were  entertained   in   a  very  handfome 
manner  :  after  dinner  that  gentleman  ordered  horfes 
to  be  got  ready  to  take   me  to  the  filver  mines,  and 
the  mafter   miner  accompanied  us.     Having  intro- 
duced me  to  the  furveyor,  we  were  each  of  us  pre- 
fented  with  a  large  glafs  of  brandy,  and  then  treated 
with  beer  and  tobacco.     When  we  had  fmoaked  and 
drank  as  much  as  the  furveyor  thought  fit,  he  con- 
dueled  us  to  the  forges,  which  were  about  a  mile 
from  his  houfe.      Thefe  mines  turn  to  a  very  good 
account,  and  are   not  the  leaft  part  of  his  Danifli 
majefty's  revenue.     We  foon  after  reached  the  mouth 
of  a  mine,  down  which  we  went  in  the  fame  manner 
as  at  the  copper  mine.     Thefe  miners  are  cloathed 
like  the  others,  and  their  work  and  habitatations  are 
much  the  fame.     The  miners  both  in  the  one   and 
the  other  never  work  in  winter.     In  fpring  and  au- 
tumn they  only  labour  three  hours  in  the  forenoon, 
and   three  after,  dinner  •,    but  in  fummcr  they  work 
four  hours  in  the  morning,  and  five  in  the  afternoon. 
The  reft  of  their  time  they  fpend  in  mirth  and  feaft- 
ing.     They  delight  much  in  dancing,  and  have  their 
hautboys,  violins,  and  other  inftruments  for  that  pur- 
pofe.     This  merry  life  they  arc  able  to  fupport,  be- 
ing paid  a  crown  a  day  all  the  year  round.      On   my 
return  to  the  copper  forges,  I  found  the  people  at 
their  fports,  and  was  not  a  little  plealed  to  fee  the 
variety  of  their  humours  and  paftimes. 

Having  ken  every  thing  worth  notice  at  the  mi 
the  furveyor  took  us  home  with  him,  and  tre. 
with  the  ufual  collation  of  brandy,  beer,  and  tobacco; 
we  afterward  partook  of  a  good   fupper,  and  when 
we  had  fufficiently  refrefhed  ourfelves,  went  to  bed. 


northern  Parts  of  EUROPE.         9 

In  the  morning  the  matter  miner  and  I,  after  a  plen- 
tiful breakfaft,  took  leave  of  the  furveyor,  and  rode 
back  to  the  copper  mines,  where  having  thanked  the 
officer  who  fpoke  French  for  his  civilities,  the  matter 
miner  and  I  let  out  for  Drontheim. 

In  two  days  after  my  return,  the  fhip  having  taken 
in  her  flock  of  provifions  and  other  neceffaries,  fet 
fail  with  a  fair  wind,  to  continue  our  voyage  to  the 
north  ;  but  after  a  few  days  we  were  becalmed  under 
the  arctic  circle,  and  fome  of  our  crew  being  fo  fu- 
perftitious  as  to  give  credit  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  coatt,  like  thofe  of 
Finland,  could  rule  the  elements,  and  difpofe  of  the 
winds  at  their  pleaflire,  our  captain  fent  his  boat 
aihore  with  the  mate  to  purchafe  a  wind  of  them, 
that  being  the  commodity  he  moft  ftood  in  need  of, 
and  though  I  believed  nothing  of  the  matter,  I  had 
the  curioftty  to  accompany  thofe  employed  in  this 
ridiculous  commiffion. 

We  landed  at  the  firft  village  we  came  to,  and  as 
the  mate  could  fpeak  enough  of  the  language  to 
make  himfelf  underftood,  he  ibon  found  out  the  chief 
necromancer,  told  him  what  he  wanted,   and  afked 
if  he   could  fiirnifh.  us  with  a  wind,  that  would  laft 
till  we  arrived  at  Mourmanfkeimore  :  to  this  the  ne- 
cromancer gravely  replied,  that  he  could  not,  for  that 
his  power  extended  no  farther  than  the  promontory 
of  Rouxella.     The  mate  confiderino-  it  was  a  great 
way  thither,  and  that  if  we  reached  fo  far,  we  might 
eafily  make  the  north  cape,   defired  him  to   go  on 
board  with  us,  and  drive  a  bargain  with  the  captain : 
to  this  the  wizard  confenting,  took  three  of  his  com- 
rades with    him,  and  leaping   into   a  fmall  fifning- 
boat,  went  aboard  our  fhip,  where  the  captain  and 
he  foon  agreed  upon  the  price,  and  he  was  paid  ten 
kroners,  which  is  about  five  or  fix  and  thirty  mil- 
lings feeding,  and  a  pound  of  tobacco.     When  the 
bargain  was  concluded  and  the  money  paid,  the  wi- 
zard tied  a  woollen  rag,  about  half  a  yard  long  and  a 

nail 
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nail  broad,  to  the  fore-maft.  This  rag,  which  had 
three  knots,  was  all  the  captain  had  for  his  money ; 
and  the  necromancer  immediately  returned  in  the 
fifhing-boat  to  the  village  with  his  companions. 

He  had  not  been  gone  long  when  the  captain, 
according  to  the  inftru&ions  he  had  received,  untied 
the  firft  knot  in  the  rag,  and  loon  after  a  brifk  gale 
iprung  up  from  the  weft  fouth-weft,  which  drove  us 
and  the  other  fhips  in  our  company  thirty  leagues 
beyond  Maelftroom,  a  whirlpool  in  the  Norwegian 
fea,  that  has  proved  fatal  to  many  veffels.  For  this 
rcafon  fuch  as  are  acquainted  with  thofe  co3fts, 
keep  eight  or  ten  leagues  out  to  lea,  to  avoid  both 
that  and  fever al  other  eddies,  as  well  as  the  rocks 
that  lie  oft  Oftraford. 

The  wind  beginning  now  to  jfhift  a  little  to  the 
northward,  the  captain  untied  the  fecond  knot,  and 
the  wind  continued  till  we  reached  the  cape  of  Roux- 
clla.  After  we  had  paffed  that  promontory,  the 
needle  of  ourcompafs  turned  back  half  an  inch,  from 
which  fome  fancied  that  there  was  a  loadftone  in  the 
mountain.  However,  if  we  had  not  had  a  very  ex- 
pert pilot  we  mould  certainly  have  loft  our  courie. 
He  fliut  up  the  compafs,  and  knowing  that  the  other 
fhips  in  our  company  were  in  the  fame  trouble  as  our- 
felves,  hung  out  a  flag  on  the  fore-top-maft  head, 
as  a  fignal  for  the  fbips  to  follow  us.  We  were  two 
days  and  nights  in  this  dangerous  (ituation,  having 
nothing  to  depend  upon  but  the  pilot's  experience  ; 
but  on  the  third  clay,  when  we  were  at  a  confider- 
able  diftance  from  the  mountains  of  Rouxella,  the 
needle  again  pointed  to  the  north,  whence  we  con- 
cluded that  we  drew  near  the  north  cape. 

By  this  time  the  wind  failing  us,  our  captain  unit- 
ed the  third  knot,  and  .  a  moll,  dreadful 
tempeft  blew  from  the  h  n  nth  eaft,  upon  which 
we  were  obliged  to  take  in  all  our  fails  and  drive 
before  the  wind  under  our  bare  p  ,  expecting 
every  minute  to  go  to  the  bottom  ;  dreading  I 
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this  fliould  be  a  judgment  inflicted  upon  us  for  our 
infernal  commerce.  However,  on  the  4th  day  the 
ftorm  ceafed,  when  we  were  under  great  concern  at 
our  having  loft  fight  of  the  other  veiiels,  which  we 
feared  were  by  this  time  loft  :  but  having  a  favour- 
able gale,  we  continued  our  courfe,  refolving  to  make 
the  firft  port  in  order  to  refit. 

"With  refpect  to  the  fale  of  winds,  for  which  thefe 
northern  people  are  very  famous,  it  is  necefTary  to 
obferve,  that  like  all  other  fpecies  of  witchcraft  and 
necromancy,  it  is  no  more  than  mere  fraud  and  im- 
pofture*  Thofe  who  deal  in  it  iludy  the  weather, 
and  from  conftant  obfervation,  are  liable  to  judge 
of  the  variation  of  winds  for  feveral  days  to  comes 
and  take  care  to  ftart  fo  many  difficulties  in  making 
their  bargains,  that  they  are  fure  never  to  come  to  a 
conclufion,  till  the  figns  appear  by  which  they  are 
morally  certain  that  thofe  winds  will  blow,  which 
they  pretend  to  felL  When  our  fuppofecl  conjuror 
affirmed  that  his  power  reached  no  farther  than 
Rouxella,  it  ought  to  be  underftood,  that  he  well 
knew  by  experience  that  cape  to  be  the  limit  of  his 
obfervations,  and  that  he  fhould  rifle  his  credit,  if 
he  prefumed  to  exceed  his  bounds.  This  account 
we  have  received  from  fome  intelligent  perfons  who 
refided  a  while  in  Iceland,  where  the  people  are  the 
moft  famous  for  this  kind  of  traffic,  and  they  fell 
them  with  lefs  limitation,  becaufe  living  in  an  ifland, 
they  are  more  able  to  judge  of  the  variation  of 
winds  in  all  the  leas  round  about  them.  This  fpe- 
cies of  knowlege  is  confined  among  a  few  people, 
who  by  this  means  keep  their  neighbours  in  fubjec- 
tion,  and  put  foreigners  under  tribute  :  nor  are  thefe 
ftrange  notions  much  to  be  wondered  at  in  a  barba- 
rous country,  where  religion  is  at  a  very  low  ebb, 
and  learning  has  not  improved  the  mind. 

The  coalts  of  the  fea  all  over  the  north  are  fo  full 
of  rocks,  that  the  ports,  and  creeks  are  aim  oft  inac- 
ceffible,  and  we  were  obliged  to  fail  two  days  longer 

before 
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before  we  could  make  a  proper  port.     I  lowever,  we 

at  length  reached  the  coaft  of  Wardhuys,  the  chief 
town  of  Danifh  Lapland,  where  there  is  a  caftle,  with 
a  garrifon  of  two  companies  of  foldiers,  belonging  to 
the  king  of  Denmark,  and  a  collector  to  receive  the 
duties  impofed  on  foreigners  trading  to  or  from  Arch- 
angel. We  then  failed  to  Varanger,  and  caft  anchor 
half  a  league  from  the  town,  when  the  captain  being 
impatient  till  he  found  a  place  where  we  might  refit, 
and  beingr  defirous  of  obtaining  fome  information  in 
relation  to  trade,  ordered  out  the  long-boat,  and 
taking  with  him  eight  men  well  armed,  rowed  to- 
ward the  town,  where  he  arrived  in  about  half  an 
hour.  Varanger  is  a  populous  town  and  a  conveni- 
ent port,  but  fo  little  frequented,  that  the  inhabitants, 
amazed  at  feeing  them,  gave  them  fmall  encourage- 
ment for  trade,  but  offered  their  aiTiftance  to  refit  the 
fhip. 

The  captain  having  obferved  the  commodioufnefs 
of  the  harbour,  returned  with  the  boat,    upon  which 
we  weighed  anchor,  and  entered  the  port ;  when  we 
unladed  the  cargo,    which  confided  of  bales  of  eloth, 
and  rolls  of  tobacco,  with  which  we  defigned  to  have 
traded.     Thefe  goods  were  locked  up  in  a  houie  near 
the  fhore,  and  a  watch  fet  to  guard  them.     To  fome 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  we  prefented  bits  of  roll 
tobacco,    which    they   valuing    more  than    gold,    it 
fecured  their  friendfhip,  and   in  return,  they  treat- 
ed   us  with    the    beft   they    had,    particularly    with 
dry  fifh,  which   ferves   them  in  lie  ad  of  bread;  t' 
flefh  of  rain-deer,  which  I  did  not  think  very  pa* 
latable;  bear's  flefh,  and  that  of  other  wild   bcalls, 
of  which  we  had   no  knowlege.      They  alio  treat- 
ed   us   with    frefh    fifh,    boiled    without   fait,    and 
ferved  up  either  with  the  oil  of  other  fifh,  or  a  four 
liquor  that  is  highly  efteemed  by  them.     We  could 
not,  however,  bear  them  company  in  their  n    a     , 
and  their  dainties  not  fuiting  our  tafte,  we  lent  t\v 
provifions  from  the  (hi  chief  or"  v  hich  was  fait 

beef 
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beef  and  bifcuits  •,  but  when  we  offered  fome  of  it  to 
the  Laplanders,  we  found  that  our  food  was  as  difa- 
greeable  to  them  as  theirs  was  to  us. 

The  religion  of  Lapland  is  Lutheran ifm ;  but  they 
are  fo  fuperflitious,  that  if  in  the  morning  they  meet 
a  beaft  in  their  way  whofe  appearance  is  efteemed 
ominous,  they  return  home  and  do  not  ftir  out  again 
all  that  day ;  and  when  they  go  a  fifhing,  if  they  take 
but  one  fifh  in  the  firft  draught,  they  think  it  an  ill 
omen,  pack  up  their  nets,  and  leave  work  for  that 
time. 

Both  the  men  and  women  are  of  a  low  Mature,  but 
are  ftrong  and  active.  Their  faces  are  broad  and  flat, 
and  particularly  their  nofes.  Their  eyes  are  fmall  like 
a  hog's,  and  their  eye-lids  in  general  make  them  look 
as  if  they  were  blear-eyed.  There  are  of  a  fwarthy 
complexion,  and  are  of  a  rude  uncivilized  and  lafci- 
vious  difpofition  ;  efpecialiy  the  women,  who  readily 
proftitute  themfelves  to  all  comers,  if  they  can  do  it 
without  the  knowlege  of  their  hufbands. 

The  men  are  cloathed  in  rain-deer  fkins,  with  the 
hair  outward  ;  their  coats  are  fhort  and  reach  down  to 
the  middle  of  their  thighs  :  but  their  breeches  and 
{lockings  are  of  the  fame  materials,  with  their  hair- 
outward  ;  but  over  thefe  fome  of  them  wear  a  kind 
of  boots  made  of  fifh  fkin,  which,  though  rough  and 
coarfe,  are  ftitched  fo  neatly,  that  the  feams  are  hard- 
ly to  be  feen.  Their  bonnets  are  alfo  made  of  rein- 
deer fkins,  with  the.  hair  outward,  but  are  edged  with 
a  ftrip  of  either  grey  or  white  fox  fkin.  Their  caps 
are  like  thofe  of  the  Norwegian  women,  and  are 
made  of  coarfe  canvas,  and  their  hair  is  twiited  up  in 
two  rolls,  that  hang  down  on  each  moulder.  Some 
of  them  wear  a  fort  of  ruff  eight  fingers  broad,  which 
they  tie  behind.  Their  fhoes  are  of  fifh  fkins  with. 
the  fcales  on,  and  fomewhat  refemble  the  wooden 
fhoes  worn  by  the  peafants  in  France. 

Their  houfes  refemble  thofe  of  the  boors  about 
Chriftiana,     They  have  no  light  but  what  enters  by 
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a  hole  at  the  top  of  the  hut,  and  do  not  make 
ufe  of  beds  any  more  than  the  other  Laplanders. 
The  whole  family,  as  the  mafter,  miftrefs,  children, 
and  men  and  maid  fervants,  lie  down  together  pro- 
mifcuoufly,  upon  bear  fkins  fpread  in  the  middle  of 
the  room,  which,  when  they  rife  in  the  morning,  are 
taken  up  and  laid  by,  till  they  are  wanted  again  at 
night.  In  every  houie  there  is  a  great  black  cat 
which  they  highly  value.  The  Laplanders  talk  to  it 
as  if  it  was'  a  realbnable  creature :  and  in  parties  of 
filling  or  hunting  it  follows  the  people  like  a  dog. 

We  unladed  the  fhip  the  day  after  our  arrival,  and 
the  inhabitants  helped  us  to  haul  her  aihore,  when 
the  captain  finding  that  lhe  was  more  damaged  than 
he  expected,  defired  the  Laplanders  to  provide  him 
timber  to  refit  her,  to  which  they  readily  agreed, 
and  the  crew  went  to  a  neighbouring  mountain  to 
fell  it. 

As  we  found  that  the  fhip  would  be  fome  time  in 
refitting,  our  fupercargo  thought  it  would  not  be  im- 
proper to  take  a  journey  into  the  country,  to  try  v.h  - 
ther  any  trade  could  be  carried  on  with  the  peafants 
there ;  and  for  this  purpofe  took  me  with  two  more 
of  the  fhip's  company,  to  attend  him. 

Early  the  next  morning,  which  was  the  i?th  of 
May,  we  let  cut,  taking  with  us  fome  cloth  and  to- 
bacco to  trade  with,  and  fait  beef  and  pork  for  pro- 
viso.-s  •,  having  engaged  three  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Varanger  to  attend  us,  both  to  mew  us  the  way,  and 
to  help  to  carry  our  goods  and  proviiions  to  the 
next  village.  We  followed  them  through  the  woods, 
mountains,  and  valleys  without  meeting  any  living 
creature,  till  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
v,hen  we  perceived  two  white  bears  ci~  a  prodigious 
iize  approach  ;  but  they  foon  tied  away  fo  rait,  that 
they  were  prefently  out  of  f 

As  we  were  defcendinga  mountain  an  hour  before 
night,  we  perceived  at  the  foot  of  it  a  d  »zen  houies 
at  a  confidenblc  diftance  from  each  other,  and  a  little 

K  . 
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beyond  them  a  herd  of  beads  like  flags,  which  our 
o-uides  told  us  were,  rein-deer.  On  our  arrival  at  the 
village,  our  guides  conducted  us  to  a  hut,  when  be- 
ing very  weary,  we  were  glad  to  reft  ourfelves,  for 
we  had  made  a  long  journey  in  a  very  bad  way,  with 
our  luggage  at  our  backs,  which  tired  and  encum- 
bered us.  We  prefented  our  ho  ft  with  a  piece  of 
roll  tobacco,  and  he  received  it  with  extraordinary 
joy  •,  alluring  us,  he  had  not  had  fo  valuable  a  pre- 
fent  in  nine  months  before  :  in  return  he  brought  out 
his  brandy  bottle,  fome  rein-deer's  flefh  dreffed  with- 
out faking,  and  fome  dried  fifh,  which  we  gave  to 
our  guides,  and  fupped  ourfelves  upon  the  provifions 
we  had  brought  with  us  •,  after  which  we  went  to 
deep  upon  bear's  fkins,  after  the  fafhion  of  the 
country. 

In  the  morning  we  afked  our  hoft  if  he  had  no- 
thing to  barter  with  us  for  cloth   and  tobacco,  to 
which  he  anfwered  that  he  had  fome  wolf,  fox,  and 
white   fquirrel  fkins,  and    that  his  neighbours    had 
fome  of  the  fame  commodities,  and  would  gladly  ex- 
change with  us.     We  bid  him,  by  our  interpreters, 
bring  out  his  fkins,  and  if  he  had  any  cloaths  made 
of  rein  deer  fkins,  we  would  deal  with  him  for  four 
fuits,  which  we  wanted  to  keep  us  warm ;  accord- 
ing ke  brought  forth   his   merchandize,   which  we 
bought,  and  paid  him  part  in  tobacco  and  part  in  cloth. 
We  alio  trucked  with  his  neighbours  as  long  as  they 
had  any  thing  worth  buying,   and   then  defired  our 
hoft  to  lend  us  fome  rein-deer  to  carry  us  further  up 
the  country,  to  which  he  readily  confented  \  and  tak- 
ing-down a  horn  that  hung  up  in   his  cottage,  went 
out  and  blew  it,  upon   which  fourteen  or  fifteen  of 
thole  animals  came  running  toward  the  hut,  fix  of 
whom  he  immediate! v  voked  to  fix  Hedges.     In  one 
of  them  we  put  our  merchandize  and  provifions,  an- 
other we  afiigned  to  one  of  our  guides,  who  under- 
flood  the  language  of  the   Mufcovite  Laplanders, 
4  an4 
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and  that  of  the  Kilops,  difmiiling  the  two  other  in- 
habitants of  Varanger,  after  having  fir  ft  paid  them  in 
tobacco  for  their  trouble.  We  then  put  on  our  Lap- 
land cloaths,  and  e.cch  of  us  lying  down  in  his 
Hedge,  was  covered  with  a  bear's  fkin.  At  the  back 
of  the  fledge  were  two  girths  made  of  rein-deer's 
fkin  leather,  in  which  we  thruft  our  arms  up  to  the 
moulders  to  keep  ourfelves  fteady,  and  we  had  each 
a  ftick  with  a  ftrongferrel  to  it  to  fupport  the  fi\-dg;e, 
if  it  mould  be  in  danger  of  overturning  againft  the 
flumps  of  trees,  or  ilones  lying  in  the  way.  We 
were  no  fooner  ready  to  let  out,  than  our  ho  ft  mut- 
tered fome  words  in  the  ear  of  the  rein- deer-,  and 
when  I  afterward  enquired  of  our  guide  what  he 
meant  by  it,  he  gravely  replied  with  the  utmoft  fim- 
plicity,  that  it  was  to  tell  them  whither  they  mould 
carry  us.  However,  cuftom  had  made  this  mutter- 
ing fo  familiar  to  them,  that  when  our  hoft  had  gone 
to  all  the  fix,  they  fet  off  with  an  amazing  lwiftnels, 
and  continued  their  pace  over  hills  and  dales  without 
keeping  any  beaten  path,  till  feven  o'clock  in  the 
evening-,  when  they  brought  us  up  to  a  large  village 
fituated  between  two  mountains,  on  the  borders  of  a 
great  lake.  Stopping  at  the  fourth  houfe  in  the 
place,  and  beating  the  ground  with  their  feet,  the 
matter  of  the  houle  came  with  fome  of  his  fervants 
to  take  us  out  of  the  Hedges,  and  unharnefs  our  cattle : 
one  of  them  brought  out  fome  brandy,  of  which  he 
gave  each  of  us  a  brimmerv,  our  guide  having  inform- 
ed him,  that  we  were  frightened  at  being  drawn  fo 
fwiftly  by  thefe  animals,  not  being  ufed  to  that  way 
of  travelling. 

The  rein-deer  is  of  the  colour  of  the  flag,  and  is 
not  much  bigger.  The  horns  of  this  animal  are 
fomewhat  higher  than  thole  of  the  (tag,  but  more 
crooked,  hairy,  and  not  fo  well  furnifhed  with 
branches.  They  have  cloven  feet  l.ke  theirs,  but  they 
are  as  big  as  the  hoofs  of  oxen.     Oi  the  milk  i 
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Females   the    Laplanders    make    good    butter   and 
cheefe. 

When  we  got  out  of  our  (ledges,  our  hoft  conduct- 
ed us  into  his  hut,  which,  like  the  beft  of  the  cot- 
tages in  the  place,  was  very  little,  low,  and  covered 
with  the  bark  Of  trees,  the  light  entering  into  it  at  a 
hole  in  the  top.  We  gave  our  ho[t  a  piece  of  our  roll 
tobacco  about  two  inches  long,  with  which  he  was1 
highly  pleafed,  and  in  the  moft  hearty  manner  re- 
turned us  his  thanks.  We  alfo  gave  a  piece  not  quite 
fo  long  to  each  of  the  inhabitants  of  the,  place  td 
make  them  our  friends,  and  the  better  to  fecure  our- 
felves  agairtft  their  attempts ;  for  they  feemed  more 
uncivilized  than  thofe  we  laft  dealt  with.  After  {up- 
per we  lay  down  on  bear  fkiris,  to  take  our  reftj  hav- 
ing firft  exchanged  with  our  heft,  our  Lapland  ha- 
bits, for  thofe  that  were  longer;  and  a  parcel  of 
tobacco,  for  the  fkins  of  one  hundred  grey  fquirrels^. 
a  furr  much  efteemed  iri  Denmark  and  other  parts  of 
Europe. 

The  next  day  oiir  hoft,  at  our  defire,  provided  uh 
with  Hedges  to  go  farther  into  the  country,  and  the 
other  inhabitants  of  the  village  came  to  fee  us  depart; 
bringing  brandy  with  them  to  drink  to  us  at  our  tak- 
ing leave  of  them  !  when  our  hoft  having  performed 
the  fame  ceremony  of  muttering  in.  the  ears  of  the  fix 
rein-deer,  they  fet  off,  and  we  Were  drawn  with  the 
Fame  fwiftnefs  as  before.  We  came  to  rto  place  that 
was  inhabited  till  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  when 
we  arrived  at  a  village^  in  which  were  eight  cottages 
built  on  a  high  mountain  by  a  wood  fide;  where  our 
cattle  flopped,  by  which  we  guelfed  that  there  were 
fome  inhabitants :  but  finding  that  nobody  came  to 
us,  we  baited  our  rein-deer  with  mofs,  which  grew 
there  very  plentifully,  arid  refrefhed  ourfelves  with 
fait  beef  and  bifcuit ;  while  our  interpreter  regaled 
Jbimfelf  upon  fome  rein-deer  venifon  and  dried  fifh,- 
all  of  us  making  merry  with  the  brandy  we  had  given 
tis  in  the  laft  .village. 
-     Yol:  IV;  &  -  We 
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We  ftaid  in  this  place  near  an  hour,  and  this  be- 
ing the  ullial  itage,  the  rein-deer  had  no  inclination 
to  quit  it-,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  move,  our 
guide  ufed  many  ridiculous  and  fuperftitious  cere- 
monies. He  went  alone  into  the  wood,  and<:om;ng 
out  again,  muttered  fome  words  in  the  ears  of  thefe 
animals,  which,  whether  they  underftood  or  not,  had 
but  little  effect  on  them,  till  he  had  played  this  farce 
over  four  or  five  times,  when  they  began  to  proceed, 
though  not  fo  fwiftly  as  before.  We  then  afked  him 
why  we  law  nobody  in  the  village-,  to  which  he  re- 
plied, that  it  was  a  very  common  thing  in  that 
country,  thefe  dwellings  belonging  to  the  Kilops,  a 
nation  of  Laplanders  who  often  change  their  habita- 
tions, fly  from  flrangers,  and  fubfilt  only  upon  what 
they  get  by  hunting.  We  now  ddcended  the  moun- 
tain, and  about  nine  o'clock  difcovered  four  Kilops 
at  a  fmall  diftance,  returning  from  hunting  in  fledges 
drawn  by  rein-deer,  but  they  turned  afide,  and  took 
another  way  to  avoid  us.  In  lefs  than  half  an  hour 
after  we  entered  a  long  wood,  in  which  we  heard 
terrible  howlings,  but  law  no  beaft  of  prey.  When 
we  had  palled  the  wood  we  had  another  mountain  to 
deicend,  at  the  bottom  of  which  we  obferved  a  vil- 
lage. Thither  our  cattle  carried  us,  and  flopping, 
beat  their  feet  before  a  cottage,  at  which  the  mailer 
made  his  appearance,  and  we  having  follicitcd  his 
friendfhip  with  a  piece  of  tobacco,  he  made  us  wel- 
come :  we  flipped  on  our  provifion,  and  then  la  d 
down  to  reft  on  our  bear  fkins,  being  iufficiently  tired 
with  our  journey. 

The  next  morning  we  afked  the  interpreter  h 
many  leagues  we  had  travelled  the  preceding  day,  to 
which  he  replied,  at  leaft  forty  ;  but  he  mult  certain- 
ly have  been  miitaken,  or  clfe  the  leagues  mult  not 
be  lb  long  as  they  are  generally  calculated,  for  forty 
of  their  leagues  make  one  hundred  and  fixty  of  thole 
of  France,  each  Lapland  league  being  as  long  as 
a  German,     Our  guide  alio  informed  us,  that    we 

were 
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"Were  in  Mufcovite  Lapland  •,  and  we  bid  him  afk  thd 
inhabitants  of  the  village,  whom  we  had  preiented 
with  tobacco,  and  been  treated  by  them  with  brandy* 
whether  they  had  any  commodities  to  exchange  with 
us  for  tobacco  and  cloth.  We  had  fome  rolls  of  the 
former  left,  and  moll  of  our  bales  of  the  latter.  The 
Laplanders  replied,  that  they  had  fome  furrs,  and  on 
Dur  defiring  to  fee  them,  brought  us  white,  black 
and  grey  fox  fkins,  grey  fquirrels  and  fables.  Thefe 
were  what  we  wanted  -,  we  therefore  foon  agreed  with 
them,  and  paid  them  in  cloth  and  tobacco.  When 
we  had  finifhed  our  bufmefs,  we  fat  down  to  drink 
with  them,  and  though  they  were  not  quite  fo  brutal 
as  fome  other  of  the  Laplanders,  their  converfation 
was  extremely  rude  and  indecent.  It  now  grew  late, 
and  we  defigning  to  proceed  yet  farther  to  difpofe  of 
the  few  rolls  of  tobacco  we  had  left,  defired  our  hoft 
to  furnifh  us  with  fledges  and  frefh  rein-deer. 

He  harnefled  and  prepared  as  many  fledges  as  we  had 
occafiOn  for,  upon  which  we  departed  at  one  O'clock, 
and  ran  with  our  former  fpeed,  through  different  and 
unbeaten  waftes,  till  pad  fix,  without  meeting  with 
one  habitation-,  when  defcendins;  a  hill,  we  obferved 
two  huts  under  a  rock  a  little  out  of  the  way.  Our 
guide  told  us,  that  they  belonged  to  two  Kilops,  who 
no  fooner  faw  us,  than  they  fled  with  their  wives  and 
families.  We  travelled  two  hours  longer,  but  came 
to  fto  houfe,  till  we  at  laft  difcovered  a  large  village' 
at  the  foot  of  a  hill  by  a  river  fide,  where  we  arrived 
at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and  went  to  a  cottage  in. 
the  middle  of  the  place,  whither  our  cattle  were 
pleafed  to  conduct  us.  The  mairer  of  the  houfe  gave 
us  a  very  kind  reception,  made  us  a  fire  in  the  mid- 
dle of  his  hut,  and  treated  us  with  brandy,  dried  fifli, 
and  faked  venifon,  with  fait  butter  and  milk.  We 
were  furprifed  at  this  change,  for  we  had  not  before' 
met  with  any  fait  provifions  in  our  journey  :'  we  had 
already  eat  up  our  bread,  and  fhould  have  been  very 
much  put  to  it  had  we  not  met  with  fuch  good  enters 
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tainment  here.  Our  guide,  however,  would  not  tafle 
a  bit  of  fait  meat,  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  live 
on  the  frefh  venifon  he  brought  with  him.  In  the 
morning  we  found  they  had  notirng  to  trade  with, 
and  that  they  could  not  lupply  us  with  fledges  :  upon 
which  we  crofied  the  river,  and  foon  reaching  another 
.  village,  went  to  the  molt  likely  houfe,  to  hire  fledges 
and  rein-deer,  to  carry  us  to  Kola,  where  havin^  fur- 
nifhed  ourfelves,  we  arrived  thereabout  noon.  Kola 
is  a  large  town  iituated  on  the  fide  of  a  river  near 
ten  leagues  from  the  North  Sea,  having  large  fore  Its 
and  deferts  to  the  paft,  Mourmanfkeimore  to  the 
weft,  and  prodigious  high  mountains  to  the  fouth. 
It  confilts  of  one  indifferent  ft  red,  the  houies  of 
which  are  built  of  wood,  and  very  low  •,  but  are 
handfomely  covered  with  filh-bones  on  the  top,  where 
the  light  enters  at  a  hole,  as  in  other  parts  of  Lap- 
land. The  inhabitants,  like  the  other  Mufcovites,. 
are  lb  jealous  of  their  wives,  that  they  lock  them  up 
to  prevent  their  being  ken  by  ftrangers.  Our  land- 
lord took  all  our  cloth  offour  hands,  giving  us  fkins  in 
exchange  •,  and  engaging  to  fupply  us  with  provilions 
for  our  journey  both  to  Varanger,  and  to  help  us  to 
fledges  as  far  as  the  river  we  had  lately  patted.  He 
treated  us  as  well  as  he  was  able,  and  we  fupped  and 
flept  as  we  had  done  in  other  places. 

The  next  morning  when  we  were  preparing  to  tic- 
part,  fome  of  the  town's  people  enquired  whether  we 
had  any  rolls  of  tobacco  left,  and  whether  we  would 
exchange  them  for  lkins.  We  replied,  with  all  our 
hearts.  Upon  which  they  fetched  fome,  for  which 
we  gave  them  the  remainder  of  our  cargo  of  to- 
bacco, except  feven  or  eight  rolls,  which  we  referved 
for  our  own  ufe,  and  to  pay  for  the  hire  of  our  rein- 
deer and  iledges  in  our  way  back.  For  tobacco  is 
more  neceffary  than  money  to  thole  who  travel  in  this 
wild  and  unfrequented  country-,  the  1  aplandcrs  va- 
luing a  piece  of  tobacco  of  the  length  of  one's  linger, 
at   above  a  crown  piece.     The   kings  of  Denmark 
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and  Sweden  have  taxed  it  feverely,  and  there  are 
collectors  fettled  in  every  frontier  town  to  gather  the 
impofts  upon  it. 

When  we  had  difpatched  our  bufinefs,  we  were 
obliged,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  place,  to 
drink  with  our  chapmen.  Our  entertainment  every- 
where was  brandy,  and  it  lafted  till^wo  in  the  after- 
noon, when  we  defired  our  hoft  to  get  the  fledges 
ready,  which  he  did  in  a  minute,  packed  up  our 
furrs  for  us,  furnifhed  us  with  bifcuit,  gingerbread, 
and  faked  rein- deer  venifon,  befide  a  rundlet  of  bran- 
dy. Every  thing  being  thus  ready,  we  ftored  our 
merchandize  in  one  of  the  fledges,  got  into  the  others 
ourfelves,  drank  a  full  glafs  at  parting  with  our  friend- 
ly chapmen,  and  fet  out  on  our  return  for  the  village 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  which  we  had  palled 
the  day  before. 

We  arrived  at  the  firft  village  by  feven  o'clock, 
foon  croffed  the  river,  and  went  directly  to  our  old 
quarters,  where  our  landlord,  in  hopes  of  getting 
more  tobacco,  received  us  very  joyfully.  He,  im- 
mediately prefented  us  a  cup  of  brandy,  and  afked 
us  if  we -would  have  the  rein-deer  put  to  the  fledges; 
to  which  we  replied,  that  we  chofe  to  reft  ourfelves 
till  morning,  there  being  no  village  for  feveral  leagues 
from  his  habitation.  Upon  this  he  filled  us  another 
cup,  and  when  we  had  drank  ir,  offered  to  take  us 
with  him  to  the  funeral  of  one  of  his  neighbours  who 
had  been  dead  about  four  hours. 

We  were  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  feeing  their 
funeral  ceremonies,  and  therefore  accompanied  him 
to  the  houfe  of  the  deceafed,  when  we  law  the  corpfe 
taken  from  the  bears  fkins  on  which  it  lay,  and  re- 
moved into  a  wooden  coffin,  by  fix  of  his  mod 
intimate  friends  •,  the  body  being  firft  wrapped  in 
linen,  and  the  face  and  hands  only  left  bare.  In 
one  hand  they  put  a  purfe  with  money  in  it,  to  pay 
the  fee  of  the  porter  of  the  gate  of  paradife,  and  in 
tt\e_  other  a  certificate,  figned  by  a.  priefta  directed  to 
C  3  St, 
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St.  Peter,  to  certify  that  he  was  a  good  chriftian,  and 
ought  to  be  admitted  into  heaven:    and  at  the  head 
of  the  coffin  was   placed  a  picture  of  St  Nicholas, 
wfio  was  one  of  the  feven  deacons  mentioned  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apoflles,  a  faint  greatly  reverenced  in  all 
parts  of  Mufcovy,  where  he  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  par- 
ticular friend  of  the  dead.     They  alfo  put  into  the 
coffin  a  rundlet  of  brandy,   fome  dried  fifh,  and  rein- 
deer venifcn  for  him  to  eat  and  drink  on  the  road. 
They  then  lighted  fome  fir-tree  roots,  piled  up  at  a 
convenient  diftance  from  the  coffin,   wept,   howled, 
and  made  a  variety  of  ftrange  geftures,   afTuming  a 
thoufand  different  attitudes  to  mew  the  extravagan- 
cies of  their  forrow.  When  this  noife  and  thele  gcfli- 
culations  were  over,  they  marched  round  the  corpfe 
feveral    times    in    proceffion,    afking    the   deceafed, 
why  he   died  ?    whether    he    was    angry    with    his 
wife  ?  whether  he  flood  in  need  of  meat,  drink  or 
ctoaths  ?  if  he  had  not  fucceeded  when  riming,  or 
had  loft  his  game  when  hunting  ?  they  then  refumed 
trjeir    howling,    and  flamped  with  all  the   figns  of 
clift  rail  ion.     One  of  the  priefts  who  aflifled   at  the 
ibJemnity  frequently  fprinkled  holy  water  upon   the 
corpfe,  as  alfo  did  the  mourners.     Being  now  almoft 
deafened  with  noife,  and  wearied  with  looking  on 
thefe  barbarous  rites,  we  left  our  landlord  behind  us, 
and  returned  to  his  cottage,  where  we  found  his  wife 
at  home.     She  had  made  a  fally  from  the  place  in 
which  her  hufband  had  confined  her,   on  our  arrival, 
and  no  fooner  faw  us,   than  fuppohng  he  was  in  our 
company,  would  have  retired  to  her  corner;    but  our 
interpreter  letting  her  know  that  the  good  man  was 
at  the  funeral,   and  would  not  return  for  fome  time, 
{he  Itaid  and  viewed  us  all  round,  one  after  another, 
drew  her  feat  near  us,  and  mewed  us  a  bonnet  of  her 
own   embroidering,   very   curioufly  performed   with 
tinfel  thread.     The  wives  of  the  Mufcovite  Laplan- 
ders make  cloaths  for  themlelvcs,  their  hufbands,  and 
their   children,   and  at  the  edges  they  are  all   em-= 
broidered  with  that  thread.     She  was  pretty  hand- 
lorn  e, 
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feme,  well  fhaped,  and  appeared  to  be  good  humoured, 
and  well  pleaied  with  us.  While  our  hod  was  bufied 
about  the  funeral,  we  pulled  out  fome  of  our  provi- 
fions,  and  gave  our  landlady  fome  of  every  fort  to 
tafte.  She  liked  them  all,  efpecially  the  ginger- 
bread ;  but  having  drank  two  or  three  glaffes  of 
brandy,  withdrew  to  her  place  of  confinement,  for 
fear  of  her  hufband's  return ;  for  he  would  have 
certainly  refented  her  having  taken  fuch  liberty, 
which  would  have  raifed  his  jealoufy,  had  he  found 
her  among  us.  When  he  came  home,  tie  obliged 
us  to  take  a  cup  or  two  more,  to  fmoke  a  pipe,  and 
to  fup  with  him  j  for  he  brought  fuch  provifions  as 
he  thought  would  be  moll  grateful  to  our  palates, 
particularly  fait  butter,  which  we  eat  with  bread. 

All  the  cottages  in  this  village  were,  like  thofe  we 
had  obferved  in  other  places,  built  of  wood  and 
covered  with  turf,  but  they  were  handfomer  than  any 
we  had  yet  feen,  being  both  within  and  without 
adorned  with  fiih  bones,  curioufly  inlaid.  We,  ac- 
cording to  cuflom,  laid  down  with  the  family  on 
bears  fkins,  our  landlady  alone  being  obliged  to  con-, 
ceal  herfelf  till  we  were  gone. 

Early  the  next  morning  our  hofl  got  ready  our 
rein-deer  and  (ledges,  when  having  flowed  our  bales, 
our  cattle  fet  off,  and  in  two  hours  carried  us  fix 
leagues.  As  we  were  paffing  between  two  hills,  we 
faw  a  Laplander  going  a  hunting,  who  came  up  to 
us  fkating  on  the  fnow,  as  fall  as  we  rode  in  our 
fledges,  for  the  fnow  feldom  melts  there  till  midfum- 
mer.  His  fkates,  which  were  made  of  the  bark  of 
a  tree,  were  feven  feet  and  a  half  long,  four  ringers 
broad,  and  flat  at  the  bottom.  He  was  dreffed  like 
the  other  Laplanders,  in  a  garment  made  of  the  fkin 
of  a  rein-deer,  had  an  arrow  in  one  hand,  a  bow  in 
the  other,  and  a  large  quiver  hanging  at  his  back, 
and  was  followed  by  a  black  cat.  He  kept  company 
with  us  about  half  a  league,  and  we  parted  at  the 
loot  of  die  next  mountain. 

C  4  We 
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We  continued  our  rout  three  days,  flopping  at  the 
.  places  where  we  lay  before,  and  meeting  with 
nothing  extraordinary ;  -our  entertainment,  our  was 
of  travelling,  and  every  thing  elfe  being  the  fame  as 
before:  and  on  the  21ft  of  May,  about  nine  o'clock 
at  night,  we  arrived  fafe  at  Varanger,  having  every 
where  been  received  with  great  civility,  and  iuffering 
no  injury  in  our  whole  journey. 

[All  that  country  which  lies  above  the  gulph  of 
Bothnia  along  the  coaft  of  the  North  Sea,  even  to 
the  White  Sea,  and  is  fornewhat  in  the  fhape  of  a 
horfe-fhoe,  is  known  by  the  general  name  of  Lap- 
land ;  it  lies  between  6$°  and  yz7  north  latitude.  Ir 
is  divided  into  Danifh,  Swedifh,  and  Mufcovite  ;  of 
which,  on  account  of  the  extreme  coldnefs  of  the  cli- 
mate, the  Swedifh  Lapland  is  the  only  one  that  is 
tolerably  peopled.  This  fatter  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  Danifh  Lapland,  on  the  cafe  by  Mufco- 
vite Lapland,  on  the  fouth  eaft  and  fouth,  by  Both- 
nia, Angermania,  and  Jempterland  •,  and  on  the  weft, 
it  is  parted  from  Norway  by  a  ridge  of  mountains 
called  the  Dofrine  mountains. 

Lapland  lies  fo  near  the  pole,  that  the  fun  docs  not 
fet  in  furnmer,  nor  rife  in  winter  :  in  the  latter  feafon 
the  cold  is  fo  intenfe,  that  none  but  the  natives  can 
^ndure  it  •,  and  the  rapid  rivers  are  then  frozen  up  : 
in,  fymmer  the  heat  is  as  fultry.  This  country  is  full 
of  rocks  and  mountains ;  thofe  called  the  Dofrine 
mountains  are  of  a  frightful  height,  and  the  prodi- 
gious winds  that  blow  there  prevent  all  trees  from 
\."  ing  root:  at  the  foot  of  thele  mountains  are  large 
marines  and  vail  forefts ;  and  at  the  bottoms  of  the 
hills  are  charming  vallies,  watered  with  an  infinite 
number  of  {prings  and  brooks,  which  run  into  \]^c 
rivers  and  lakes,  and  from  thence  into  the  Bothnie 

gulph.] 
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ftanding  their  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  they  are 
remarkable  for  their  honefty,  and  are  unacquainted 
with  theft  or  fraud.  They  throw  the  dart  with  fuch 
dexterity,  as  eafily  to  hit  a  mark  of  the  fize  of  a 
crown  piece,  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  paces  %  and  are 
fo  expert  in  the  ufe  of  the  bow  and  arrow,  that  they 
can  moot  their  game  in  what  part  they  pleafe,  and 
vet  are  fo  averfe  to  war,  that  whenever  the  king  of 
Denmark  or  Sweden,  or  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  have 
occafion  for  foldiers,  they  leave  their  dwellings  and 
fly  to  the  woods,  for  fear  of  being  prefled  into  the 
fervice. 

They  have  plenty  of  fowl,  which  they  feed  with 
the  grain  of  which  they  make  their  drink,  and  when 
that  is  fcarce,  give  them  dried  fi{h.  Mod  of  the 
beafts  of  Lapland  are  white,  as  the  wolves,  bears, 
foxes,  and  hares;  even  their  crows  may  be  compar- 
ed to  the  fwan  for  white nefs,  and  have  nothing  black 
about  them  but  their  bills  and  feet.  The  fifh,  which 
when  dried,  ferves  them  for  bread,  is  called  raff,  and 
is  firm,  fubftantial,  and  excepting  the  fat,  has  a  very 
good  tafte.  They  have  plenty  of  other  forts  of  fij%t 
and  though  they  have  an  antipathy  to  fait,  yet  they 
boil  all  their  meat  in  fait  water,  if  they  are  near 
enough  to  the  fea  to  get  it  conveniently. 
,  Within  two  or  three  days  after  our  return  to  Va-* 
ranger,  the  captain  had  repaired  the  fhip,  and  taken 
in  his  lading  and  ballad;  •,  in  the  mean  time  our  crew 
treated  the  inhabitants  with  brandy  and  tobacco,  to 
keep  them  in  good  humour ;  for  fear  left  if  they 
were  not  bribed  to  be  our  friends,  they  mould,  in 
revenge,  plague  us  with  contrary  winds.  We  fet 
fail  from  Varanger  on  the  26th  of  May,  with  a  gale 
as  much  in  our  favour  as  we  could  poffibly  defire, 
which  the  failors  ignorantly  attributed  to  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Laplanders :  but  this  breeze  foon  fhift,-, 
ing,  v/e  were  obliged  to  caft  anchor  under  the  fhore 
pppofite  the  ifland  of  Wardhuys.  The  next  day  the 
Wind  fettling,  v/e  proceeded  again  to  fea^  and  held 
1  our 
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our  courfe  north  north  eaft.  On  the  31ft  day  of 
May,  we  faw  the  mountains  of  Greenland,  at  which 
time  a  north  wind  blew  with  fuch  violence,  that  we 
could  not  keep  to  Tea,  and  were  obliged  to  fleer  to 
the  eaft  fouth-eaH,  in  order  to  make  the  fhore,  that 
we  might  be  flickered  from  the  weather.  We  conti- 
nued our  courfe  for  feveral  days,  and  at  length  cad 
anchor  in  a  good  harbour  on  the  coaft  of  Borandia. 

We  had  fcarce  entered  this  harbour,  before  we 
.  efpied  tv/o  fhips  that  were  at  anchor  about  a  mufket- 
fhotfrom  us,  which  we  found  were  the  two  fhips  in 
our  company  that  had  been  feparated  from  us  in  the 
itorm  that  drove  us  into  Varanoer.  But  though  we 
wifhed  for  an  opportunity  of  fending  our  long  boat  to 
them,  to  learn  the  particulars  of  their  efcape,  the 
wind  blew  ib  ftifF,  that  we  durft  not  attempt  it  till 
twenty-four  hours  after.  They  were  no  lefs  impatient 
to  know  how  we  efcaped,  and  as  foon  as  the  wind 
flackened,  a  boat  came  off  from  each  of  them  on 
board  us,  when  we  embraced  each  other  with  extra- 
ordinary joy  and  affection,  as  people  who  had  found 
friends  whom  they  thought  buried  in  the  deep.  A 
council  being  held,  it  was  refolved,  that  a  captain,  a 
fupercargo,  two  accountants,  who  underftood  both 
the  language  of  the  north  and  the  Ruffian,  with 
twenty  feamen,  and  myfelf,  well  armed,  fhould  land, 
and  take  with  us  feveral  days  provifions,  and  fome 
goods  for  traffic. 

Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  two  long-boats  were 
got  ready,  and  having  landed,  we  attended  a  hill,  to 
iee  if  we  could  difcover  my  habitations  •,  but  per- 
ceiving none,  we  marched  to  a  neighbouring  moun- 
tain at  half  a  league's  diftance,  where  we  obferved 
five  or  hx  perfons  among  lorhe  bufhes  of  thorns  and 
briars,  who  came  toward  us,  till  they  perceived  us 
advancing ;  and  then  turned  their  back  and  fled  away 
ib  faft,  that  we  loll  fight  of  them  in  an  inllant. 
However,  imagining  that  their  track  would  lead  us 
to  fome  village,  we  followed  it,  and  after  a  inarch  of 
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two  hours,  as  we  defcended  a  mountain,  we  obferved 
ibme  huts  in  a  valley  below  •,  and  advancing  toward 
them,  perceived  thirty  or  forty  men  armed  with 
darts  and  arrows,  prepared  to  give  us  battle  j  for  fee- 
ing fo  ftrong  a  body  of  us,  they  took  us  for  ene- 
mies. We  halted  for  fome  time,  in  order  to  confult 
whether  we  mould  retreat  to  our  mips  or  attack  them; 
when  one  of  our  accountants  offered  to  go  to  them 
by  himfelf,  and  to  let  them  know  that  we  were  friends 
and  merchants,  who  were  come  with  a  view  of  trading 
with  them,  if  they  had  any  thing  to  exchange  with 
us. 

This  propofal  being  approved,  he  approached 
them,  carrying  two  rolls  of  tobacco,  and  a  fmall 
keg  of  brandy.  When  he  came  within  hearing,  one 
of  them,  who  feemed  to  be  their  chief,  called  to  him 
in  the  Mufcovite  language,  afking  who  we  were,  and 
what  we  would  have ;  and  on  being  anfwered  that  we 
were  merchants  come  to  trade  with  them,  they  feem- 
ed fatisfied,  and  made  figns  to  him  to  come  nearer, 
when  giving  us  the  fame  fignal,  we,  to  our  mutual 
fatisfaftion,  joined  companies. 

On  our  coming  up  to  them,  I  was  furprized  to  fee 
them  much  diorter  than  the  Laplanders,  their  eyes 
are  fmall  like  ferrets,  and  what  is  ufually  called  the 
white,  is  of  a  reddilh  yellow  -,  their  heads  are  large, 
their  faces  flat  and  broad,  with  flat  nofes,  and  fwarthy 
complexions ;  and   their  legs   are   fhort  and  thick* 
The  Borandian  women  are  not  at  all  handfomer  than 
the  men ;  they  drels  like  them,  and  alfo,  like  them, 
fpend  the  time  in  fifning  and  hunting.    Their  cloaths 
are  a  cap,   a  jacket   that    reaches    down   to    their 
,-knees,  a  (trait  pair  of  breeches,  and  (lockings,  all 
made  of  white  bears  fkin,  with  the  hairy  fide  out- 
ward -,  but  their  (hoes  are  made  of  the  bark  of  ,a 
tree.     They  roaft  all  the  meat  they  obtain  by  hunt- 
ing, eat  it  without  fait,  and  ufe  fim  inflead  of  bread. 
Their   common  drink  is  water,  in  which  juniper- 
berries  are  fteeped  till  they  rot,  which  gives  the  wa- 
fer $n  agreeable  talle,  it  lead  in  a  country  where 
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nothing  better  is  to  be  had.  Their  huts  are  low  and 
oval,  covered  with  fifli  bones,  and  have  no  light,  but 
what  comes  in  at  the  door,  which  refembles  the 
mouth  of  an  oven.  They  drink  immoderately  when 
they  can  get  brandy,  and  the  mod  acceptable  pre- 
fent  that  can  be  made  them,  is  either  fome  of  that 
liquor  or  tobacco :  but  they  feem  to  haye  little  or 
no  notion  of  religion. 

They  foon  purchafed  all  the  brandy  and  tobacco 
we  had  brought  afhore  with  us,  for  fox  fkins,  wolves 
fkins,  and  a  few  ermines.  When  finding  that  they 
had  a  great  quantity  remaining,  we  perfuaded  them 
to  take  them  to  the  beach,  to  which  they  readily 
agreed,  and  having  carried  them  to  the  fhore,  flood 
admiring  our  mips.  We  then  made  a  fignal  for  the 
boats  to  be  fent  off  to  fetch  our  chapmen,  upon 
which  each  fhip  fent  two;  in  one  of  which  went  the 
fupercargo,  the  accountant  who  treated  with  the  Bo- 
randians,  and  myfelf,  with  feveral  of  the  Borandians  ; 
while  others  ftaid  on  the  fea-fhore.  On  our  going  on 
board,  the  captain  being  informed  of  their  for.dnefs 
for  brandy  and  tobacco,  rilled  out  a  brimmer  for  each 
of  them,  and  alfo  made  a  prefent  to  each  of  a  bit  of 
roll  tobacco  of  about  an  inch  long,  at  which  they 
were  tranfported  with  joy. 

Having  purchafed  all  the  furrs  they  brought  with 
them,  we  afked  if  there  was  any  conveniency  for  tra- 
velling in  order  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants;  ta 
which  they  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  but  that  we 
muft  expect  nothing  but  furrs.  This  we  let  them 
know  was  the  commodity  we  wanted,  and  they  af- 
fured  us  that  we  might  have  what  we  would  of  that 
kind,  for  tobacco,  brandy  and  money ;  and  if  we 
pleafed,  might  trade  as  far  as  Siberia,  whither  they 
w^uld  conduct  us.  We  accordingly  agreed  with  them 
to  be  our  guides  thidier  and  back  again,  and  to  fur- 
nifh  us  with  what  conveniences  the  country  afforded 
in  our  journey,  for  two  rolls  of  tobacco,  and  two 
quarts  of  brandy ;  promifing  them  farther  rewards, 
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in  cafe  the  trade  turned  to  account,  and  they  contri^ 
buted  to  it  by  their  afiiftance.  The  bargain  being 
concluded,  our  captain  gave  them  another  brimmer 
of  brandy,  and  fent  them  afhore  to  prepare  what  was 
proper  for  our  journey.  They  foon  got  every  thing 
ready,  and  made  fuch  a  report  of  our  kindnefs  to 
them,  while  they  were  on  board,  that  their  country^ 
men  expreffed  great  friend  (hip  for  us  •,  and  two  boats 
were  fent  afhore  with  our  fupercargo  to  purchafe  for 
us.  They  were,  however,  at  firft  unwilling  to  come 
aboard  our  fhips ;  but  we  foon  became  better  ac- 
quainted, and  th:  y  came  freely  whenever  they  had  an 
opportunity.  We  bought  their  furrs,  treated  them 
with  brandy,  and,  in  return,  they  invited  us  to  their 
habitations. 

In  (even  or  eight  hours  we  had  provided  every 
thing  ready  for  our  journey,   and  our  two  Borandian 
guides  had  brought  fix  fledges  drawn  by  fix  rein-deer 
to  the  water  fide,  which  were  all  that  were  to  be  had 
in  thole  pares.     The  rein-deer,  howeve'r,  being  larger; 
than  thoie  of  Lapianu,  were  able  to  draw~  two  men, 
and  the  Borandian  Hedges  were  contrived  to  hold 
them.     The  captain  now  called  a  council  of  all  the 
officers,  and  ft  was  agreed  that  our  fupercargo,  the 
two  accountants,  who  could  fpeak  the  Ruffian  lan- 
guage, myfelf,  and  a  feaman  out  of  each  fhip,  mould 
go  with  the  two  Borandians.     One  of  the  fledges  we 
loaded  with  tobacco,  brandy,  gold,  filver,  and  copper, 
to  the  value  of  three  or  four  thoufand  pounds :  our 
fupercargo  and  myfelf  rode  together  in  another  of 
thefe  fledges ;  one  accountant  and  a  Borandian,  in  a 
third  •,  the  other  accountant  and  the  other  Borandian* 
in  the  fourth  •,  two  feamen  in  the  fifth  •,  and  the  other 
feaman  in  the  fixth  i  and  as  he  rode  by  himfelf,  we 
flowed  fome  barrels  of  brandy  and  tobacco  in  his 
fledge.     We  fat  one  at  one  end  of  the  (ledge,  and 
the  other  at  the  other,  facing  each  other.     The  rein- 
deer in  eight  hours  time  drew  us  twenty  leagues  over 
hills  arid  dales}  and  through  feveral  woods  j  yet  in  all 
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this  great  extent  of  country  we  met  nobody  in  ot»/ 
way.  We  then  Hopped  at  a  village,  and  baited  our 
rein-deer  with  mofs,  while  we  ourlelves  ate  fome  bif- 
cuit  and  beef,  and  ourBorandians  refrefhed  themfelves 
with  dried  fifh  dipped  in  fifh  oil;  for  they  would  not 
touch  our  fait  meat,  and  did  not  like  our  bifcuit. 
Both  they  and  we  drank  at  a  neighbouring  ipring, 
and  then  cheared  ourlelves  with  a  glafs  of  brandy. 
Being  thus  refrefhed,  we  again  mounted  our  fledges^ 
and  travelled  three  hours  longer;  when  we  perceived 
a  large  village  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  the  huts  of 
which  were  better  built,  and  clofer  together  than 
thofe  of  Lapland,  thither  we  haftened  to  take  up  our 
lodging.  We  met  with  the  fame  reception  from  our 
landlords  as  in  Lapland,  and  gratified  them  with  a 
piece  of  roll  tobacco  and  a  cup  of  brandy ;  our 
guides  took  care  of  our  rein-deer,  and  we  laid  down 
to  reft  on  bears  fkins. 

I  diftinguifhed  one  part  of  the  day  from  the  other, 
by  day  and  night,  though  there  was  really  no  night  at 
all;  but  having  flept  fix  or  feven  hours  we  arole,  in 
order  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  who 
being  informed  of  our  bufinefs  by  our  guides,  foon 
produced  fome  fkins:  but  they  were  neither  lb  fond 
of  tobacco  nor  brandy  as  the  Laplanders  or  the  Bo- 
randians  dwelling  on  the  coaft.  Hunting  is  their 
only  diverfion  and  employment.  In  the  fummer, 
they  eat  their  meat  either  boiled  or  broiled  on  the 
Goals,  and  during  that  ieafon  provide  enough  to  ferve 
them  in  winter,  prefervlng  it  by  drying  it  in  the  lun, 
cutting  it  in  pieces,  and  lpreading  it  on  the  tops  of 
the  houles,  which  is  the  only  drefling  they  bellow 
upon  it.  They  change  their  dwellings  like  the  Ki- 
lops,  are  extremely  ftupid,  and  have  very  difagree- 
able  features.  The  only  difference  obfervable  be- 
tween the  women,  who  are  dexterous  hunters,  and 
the  men,  is  that  their  hair  is  twilled,  and  hangs- 
down  on  their  fhoulders,  and  their  carrying  only  a 
iiick   in  their  hand,  which  is  fharp  at  one  end,  and 
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being  of  a  tough  wood,  ferves  them  for  a  defenfive 
weapon.  The  men  carry  at  their  backs  a  quiver, 
and  the  firings  of  their  bows  are  made  of  the  rind  of 
a  tree. 

We  bought  the  furrs  the  inhabitants  had  to  fell, 
for  money,  and  copper;  ordered  our  rein-deer  to 
be  put  to  the  fledges  •,  mounted  them,  and  having 
each  of  us  drank  a  glafs  of  brandy,  proceeded  on 
our  journey.  We  now  rode  eight  or  nine  hours  be- 
fore we  came  to  any  habitation  ;  but  at  laft  our 
guides  perceiving  three  or  four  huts,  turned  our  rein- 
deer tip  to  them ;  but  finding  nobody  there,  we 
regaled  ourfelves  on  our  own  provifions,  while  our 
cattle  fed  on  the  mofs  which  grew  there  in  abun- 
dance, and  having  refrefhed  ourielves  and  our  beads 
for  three  hours,  proceeded  on  our  journey. 

We  were  now  fifteen  hours  without  feeing  any 
human  creature,  or  fo  much  as  a  hut,  when  we  over- 
took three  hunters  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  one  of  whom 
was  draffed  after  the  Mufcovite  fafhion  in  a  long; 
robe,  tied  round  his  waift  with  a  girdle  four  inches 
broad.  It  was  made  of  a  white  bear's  fkin,  with  the 
hair  outward,  and  edged  with  a  fine  black.  His 
cap  was  made  of  a  black  fox's  fkin,  and  his  breeches 
and  ftockings  of  the  fkin  of  a  rein-deer ;  his  fhoes 
were  made  of  fifh  fkin,  and  were  not  unlike  thole 
worn  at  Varanger.  The  two  other  perfons  were 
drefied  like  us,  in  white  bear  fkins  with  the  hair 
outwards,  and  carried  at  their  backs  bear  fkins, 
waive  fkins,  white  fox  fkins,  fame  ermines,  and  very 
fine  fables.  The  former  carried  only  twelve  white 
crows,  and  feven  fables,  which  hung  at  his  girdle. 
On  our  coming  near  them,  one  of  our  guides  ftopt 
to  talk  with  them,  and  to  our  great  furprize  got  out 
of  the  fledge,  and  the  other  went  into  it.  Neither 
the  fupercargo  who  rode  with  me,  nor  I,  could  tell- 
how  to  account  for  this  complaifance.  We  how- 
ever purfued  our  journey,  with  the  hunter  in  our 
company,  for  aboye  an   hour  longer  through  this 
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defolate  country,  without  meeting  any  other  perfon, 
or  the  leaft  fign  of  an  habitation  :  but  at  laft  drawing 
near  the  brow  of  a  high  mountain,  we  perceived  at 
the  foot  of  it  feveral  hou'es  built  cloie  together.; 
and  had  a  diftant  view  of  the  fea.  When  we  arrived 
at  the  village,  we  flopped  at  the  door  of  the  perfon 
who  had  taken  our  guide's  place,  and  foon  found 
that  he  was  a  man  of  authority,  and  he  defired  the 
inhabitants  to  ferve  us  as  his  friends. 

The  name  of  this  village  is  Vitzora.  The  inhabi- 
tants no  fooner  faw  this  perfon  in  our  company, 
than  they  ran  to  help  us  out  of  the  fledges,  and  to 
unharnefs  our  rein -deer.  He  bartered  all  his  fkins 
with  us  for  brandy  and  tobacco,  except  his  bear 
fkins,  which  we  did  not  chufe  to  buy,  and  his 
fables,  which  he  durft  not  fell :  for  the  czar  relerving 
that  commodity  for  himfelf,  thofe  in  any  part  of  his 
dominions  who  fell  it  without  a  licence  from  him 
are  feverely  punifhed. 

Having  dealt  with  the  Borandian  gentleman  for 
all  the  furrs  he  had  to  fell,  he  fent  two  of  his  fer- 
vants  about  the  village  to  tell  the  inhabitants,  that 
if  they  would  bring  their  fkins  to  his  houfe,  they 
fnight  have  brandy  and  tobacco  for  them,  as  their 
matter  had  already  had  for  his.  The  Borandian* 
of  Vitzora  were  glad  to  hear  of  fo  good  a  market; 
they  immediately  brought  us  all  their  furrs,  and  we 
bought  in  this  place  above  1500  fkins  of  all  forts,  ex- 
cepting fables-,  when  our  cargo  becoming  too  bulky 
to  be  carried  in  a  (ledge,  we  defired  our  landlord 
to  do  us  the  favour  to  lend  us  his  bark,  and  fome 
of  his  fervants  to  go  in  it  with  one  of  our  fcamen, 
who  was  a  good  failor,  to  carry  the  furrs  aboard  oinL 
fiiip,  which  lay  at  above  100  leagues  diltance  :  for 
the  failor  and  the  Borandian  fervants  who  were  ufed 
to  the  coafts  might  eafiiy  manage  that  fmall  veffeJ 
and  convey  our  merchandize  to  our  companions,  fie 
readily  agreed  to  this  requell,  and  We  paid  him  for" 
the  ule  of  his  bark  in  tobacco  and  brandy. 
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This  bark  was  built  in  the  form  of  a  gondola,  it 
being  broad  in  the  middle  and  fharp  at  each  end. 
It  was  entirely  of  wood,  joined  with  pegs,  without 
ib  much  as  a  nail  in  it,  or  the  leait  bit  of  iron.  When 
they  were  about  to  put  to  fea,  he  privately  mewed 
us  thirty  pair  of  fable  fkins,  which  we  bought  with 
ready  money,  dipt  them  on  board,  and  the  veifel  put 
off  immediately.  This,  however,  was  running  a 
dangerous  rifk,  for  had  there  been  any  fearchers  at 
hand,  he  would  not  only  have  been  corporally  pu- 
niihed,  but  alfo  he  and  his  whole  family  fent  as  Haves 
into  Siberia. 

The  bark  being  out  of  fight,  our  fupereargo  and 
accountants  fat  down  to  drink  with  the  Borandian  gen- 
tleman, while  the  two  feamen  and  I  walked  out  to 
take  a  view  of  the  place,  the  fituation  of  which  was 
very  pleafant,  having  two  mountains  one  each  fide 
of  it,  almoft  a  league  in  height.  All  the  houfes 
were  built  and  artfully  covered  with  fifh  bones,  and 
the  crannies  every  where  flopped  up  with  mofs,  as 
clofe  as  the  caulking  of  a  fhip,  and  in  fome  places 
that  were  mod  expofed  to  the  wind,  were  covered 
with  turf  very  neatly  laid.  The  doors,  like  thofe 
we  had  feen  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  were 
built  like  the  mouths  of  ovens,  and  at  the  top  of 
the  houfes  were  a  kind  of  lattices  to  admit  the  light. 
The  inhabitants  were  very  fhort,  and  iwarthy,  with 
flat  nofes  and  difagreeable  perfons.  All  the  women 
and  children  appeared  induftrious,  for  we  found 
them  bufily  employed;  fome  making  fifhing  nets  of 
the  rind  of  trees,  others  fails,  which  looked  like  fine 
mats,  with  needles  formed  of  fifh  bones.  Others  were 
employed  with  knives,  and  others  again  with  hatchets, 
in  different  kinds  of  bufinefs. 

As  we  had  not  yet  difpofed  of  half  our  commo- 
dities, and  were  in  a  country  abounding  with  furrs, 
we,  at  our  return  to  our  lodgings,  conmlted  with 
our  fupercargo  and  accountants;  when  it  was  agreed, 
that  as  ourcommifiipn  for  traffic  and  difcovery  was  very 
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extcnfive,  we  would  proceed  as  long  as  we  found  the 
trade  good,  and  our  cafh,  brandy,  and  tobacco  held 
out.  Having  taken  this  refolution,  we  lent  our 
guides  back  with  three  rein  deer  and  fledges,  and 
with  letters  to  our  captains  to  inform  them  of  our 
iuccefs  and  refolution  •,  and  then,  by  the  affiitance  of 
our  hoft  at  Vitzora,  hired  a  bark  to  carry  us  to  Pet- 
zora, the  capital  of  a  principality  of  the  fame  name, 
on  the  north  coafl  of  the  Mufcovite  lea  :  our  land- 
lord was  fo  kind  as  to  embark  with  us,  and  by  the 
help  of  an  eafterly  wind,  we  coafted  along  the  more, 
and  in  fifteen  hours  reached  Petzora. 

On  our  arrival  at  Petzora,  we  waited  upon  the 
collector  of  the  cuftoms,   who  there  affumes  the  title 
of  governor,  and  lives  at  the  caftle.     He  was  dreffed 
after  the  manner  of  his  country,  in  a  robe  of  violec 
coloured  cloth,  with  a  mixture  of  red,  and  entertain- 
ed us  with  ibme  excellent  metheglin,  which  was   as 
racy  as  lack;  after  which  we  had  brandy  and  ginger- 
bread, the  common  collation  all  over  Mufcovv.     As 
we  knew  that  he  had  the  care  of  the  czar's  fables,  we 
afked  him  to  fell  us  ibme,   and  on   his  defiring  to 
know  how  many  we  wanted,  we  told  him  we  would 
rake  all  he  had,  if  he  would  let  us  have  them  a  pen- 
nyworth.    Upon  this  he  conducted  us  to  the  ware- 
houfe,  where  there  were  five  zimmers,  each  zimmer 
being  fifty  pair,  among  which  there  were  two  zim- 
mers  as  black  as  jet,  and  the  fineit  I  ever  law,  for 
which  we   paid    him   five  hundred  ducats,  and   the 
other  three  zimmers  were  purchafed  for  eight  hun- 
dred crowns  or  four  hundred  ducats.     Having  paid 
him    his    money,    he   gave  us   a    noble    entertain* 
ment  of  roaited  wild   fowl,   young  rein-deer    veni- 
tbn,    which    is   very    good    meat,    and   frefh    fifh  -, 
two  boats  having  at  our  full  anival  been  ordered 
out    to   catch    Ibme   for   our    entertainment, 
ter  this  meal,  we  fat  eight  hour;  drink- :i 
and   metheglin,  the  fumes  of  which    would   much 
loomr  have  got  into  my  head,  had  I  not  every  now 
arni  then  eat  a  Mufcovite   fciieuit,  which  is  mo 
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cellent  bread.  At  length,  however,  becoming  in- 
toxicated, the  governor  and  his  guefts  all  laid  down 
on  white  bear  fkins,  for  he  had  no  beds  -,  when  having 
flept  fix  or  feven  hours,  we  arofe,  and  the  governor 
immediately  prefented  us  with  a  bumper  of  brandy. 

After  breakfafb  being  defirous  of  going  through 
the  towii)  in  order  to  try  whether  we  could  carry  on 
any  trade  with  the  inhabitants,  the  governor  ordered 
one  of  his  officers  to  accompany  us,  and  we  fooix 
bought  of  feveral  people  2000  grey  fquirrels,  4  do- 
zen of  ermines,  500  fox  ikins,  the  greater!  part  of 
which  were  as  white  as  fnow,  120  white  wolf  fkins, 
and  200  martens  of  a  greyifh  colour :  all  which  we. 
purchafed  for  400  ducats;  half  of  which  we  obliged 
them  to  take  in  Copper  money,  becaufe  it  incumber- 
ed us,  and  the  other  half  in  gold  and  filver.  We  then 
returned  to  the  caftle,  whither  we  lent  our  merchan- 
dize, and  there  packed  it  up  in  bales,  covered  with, 
the  fame  fort  of  fluff  as  the  fails  of  the  bark.  Hay- 
ing thus  taken  care  of  our  goods,  it  v/as  refolved 
that  one  of  our  accountants  mould  return  with  them 
to  the  mips,  for  which  purpofe  we  defired  the  gover- 
nor to  furnifh  us  wkh  a  bark,  to  which  he  agreed. 
We  alfo  hired  three  Borandians  to  affift  the  account^ 
ant  in  his  voyage*  the  governor  pafiirig  his  word  for 
them,  that  they  mould  be  trufty. 

This  veffel  having  fet  fail,  we  fell  to  chinking 
again,  when  the  quantity  drank  by  the  gentlemen  of 
Vitzora  was  quite  furprifing;  but  having  continued 
drinking  four  hours  together,  we  compoied  ourfelves 
to  reft  on  bears  fkins,  as  before. 

The  next  morning  our  fupercargo  defired  the  go- 
vernor to  let  us  have  fome  rein-deer  to  carry  us 
into  Siberia,  which  he  furnifhed  us  with.  He  alfo 
fupplied  us  with  provisions,  that  were  to  laft  till  our 
arrival  at  Papinowgorod,  a  city  in  the  province  of 
Petzora,  on  the  borders  of  Siberia  •,  but  he  would 
hot  let  us  go  without  our  drinking  five  or  fix  glaffes 
at  parting, 

P  2,  .    leaving 


$6  TRAVELS  in  the 

Having  returned  our  hearty  thanks  to  the  govei  - 
nor  and  the  gentleman  of  Vitzora,  for  their  many 
civilities,  we  got  into  our  Hedges,  and  travelled  four 
hours  through  intricate  unbeaten  ways,  without  Tee- 
ing any  living  creature-,  till  at  laft  we  met  four  white 
bears  of  an  enormous  fize,  which  erofied  our  way, 
and  feeing  us  fled  into  a  wood.  In  about  two  hours 
after  we  arrived  at  a  village,  confifting  of  fcven  or 
eight  cottages ;  but  the  inhabitants  being  all  gone  to 
hunt,  we  alighted  to  refrefh  ourfelvcs  on  the  provi- 
fions  we  had  brought  with  us.  In  the  mean  time, 
five  or  fix  men  with  their  wives  and  children  returned 
from  hunting,  having  fkins  with  them.  They  were 
furprized  to  fee  us  there,  and  would  have  fled,  had 
not  the  governor  of  Petzora's  fervant  aflured  them 
that  we  were  friends  and  merchants  bound  for  Papi- 
nowgorod; when  coming  up  to  us,  they  viewed  us 
narrowly,  being  amazed  at  feeing  lb  many  ft  rangers 
in  fo  unfrequented  a  place.  However,  by  the  aflift- 
ance  of  our  interpreter,  we  bought  all  the  fkins  they 
dared  to  fell  us,  and  they  lent  us  rein-deer  and  fledges 
to  carry  us  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Papinowgorod. 

"We  now  left  the  river  Petzora,  the  coaft  of  which 
we  had  followed  fome  time,  and  proceeded  toward 
that  of  Papinowgorod,  through  almoft  impaflable 
ways,  over  high  mountains,  and  through  woods  and 
forefts  for  three  hours  :  but  at  length,  on  our  ap- 
proaching a  thick  wood,  we  obferved  five  men  in 
white  bear's  fkin  long  coats,  made  after  the  Mufco- 
vite  fafhion  -,  each  of  whom  had  a  gun  on  his  fhoul- 
der,  a  pouch  on  one  fide,  and  a  knife  and  (heath  on 
the  other.  As  they  made  up  toward  us,  our  guides 
.(topped  their  rein-deer,  when  the  five  men  being  near 
enough  to  be  heard,  one  of  them  perceiving  that  we 
were  ftrangers,  bad  us  good-morrow  in  the  German 
tongue,  wifhing  that  they  were  as  free  as  we  were. 
Our  fupercargo  being  a  native  of  Lower  Saxony,  was 
attracted  by  the  found  of  his  own  language,  and  ail  d 
him  what  countryman  he  was,  when   entering  into 
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-canverfation,  feveral  things  were  ftarted,  by  .which 
they  underftood  that  they  had  been  formerly  ac- 
quainted. Upon  which  the  fupercargo  alighted  out 
of  his  fledge,  embraced  him,  and  allied  how  he  cam?: 
there  ;  to  which  he  replied,  that  he  had  been  ba- 
nifhed  for  hunting  fables,  a  very  capital  offence,  for 
which  fome  are  fent  into  exile  for  ten  years.,  fome  for 
fix,  and  fome  for  three. 

While  they  were  difcourfing,  I  had  time  to  look 
at  the  other  four,  when  I  imagined  that  I  had  fome 
knowlege  of  one  of  them,  but  could  not  recollect 
who  he  was  •,  and  the  more  I  looked  at  him,  the  more 
firmly  was   I  perfuaded  that  I  had  feen  him  before, 
and  therefore  could    not   forbear  getting  out  of  the 
fledge  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity  :    but  I  no  fooner  fet  my 
foot  on  the  ground,  than  the  man  who  remembered 
me,   better  than  I  did  him,   ran  to  me  and  embraced 
me,  afking  in  French,  whence  I. came,    and  where  I 
was  going.     Finding  that  I  could  not  recollect  him, 
he  told  me  his  name,  and  that  he  had  often  drank 
with  me  at  Stockholm.     Upon  this  I  immediately  re- 
collected,  that  he  was  .a  perfon  to  whom  I  had  been 
very  much  obliged,  and  had  received  many  civilities 
from,    in  Sweden.     He  was  born  in  Lorrain,  was  a 
gentleman  by  birth,  and  lieutenant- colonel  of  a  re- 
giment of  Mufcovite  norfe.      He  had  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  me  to  go  with  him  to  Mofcow,  by  of- 
fering to  procure  me  an  honourable  and  profitable 
poft  j  but  I  declined  accepting  his  propofal.     When 
I  compared  the  fine  appearance  he  made  at  that  time, 
the  refpecf  with  which  he  was  treated,  as  well  on  ac- 
count of, his  eftate,  as  the  place  he  enjoyed,  and  his 
bearing  the  character  of  a  man  of  honour  and.bravery ; 
with  the  miferable  condition  to  which  I  now  faw  him 
■reduced,  Leonid  not  help  being.affli&ed  :  I  embraced 
him  with  extraordinary  affection  and  tendernefs,   and 
afking  the  oaufe  of  his  difgrace,  he  replied,  that  the 
,czar  fufpefting  that  he  had  not  been  fo  zealous  in  his 
Service  as  he  ought  to  have  been>  had  bapifhed  him 
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pofel  with  great  joy,  told  us  they  had  fiye  little  huts, 
which  they  had  built  in  the  neighbouring  wood,  and 
if  we  would  be  fo  kind  as  to  go  thither  with  diem, 
they  fhould  be  infinitely  obliged  to  us,  and  all  thi 
ikins  they  had  mould  be  at  our  fervice,  except  the 
fables,    which  they   were  ::::ed  to  referve   for    the 
czar:    they  added,    that   the   remembrance    d  the 
happy  hGurs  they  mould  fpend  with  us  in  their  ib- 
li:ude,  would  make  many  future  moaths   glide  oa 
the  more  tweedy.     Wedierefbre  :  mere  a  our  guide 
to  unharnefs  their  rein  deer,  and  to  convey  our  go: : 
into  the  huts  the  gentlemen  had  erected  :o  deier 
ihemfel"es  from  the  weather. 

We  found,  on  aprrcacaing  :hefe  huts,  that  ne- 
ceffity  had  tendered  thefe  unhappy  men  ingenious. 
They  were  built  of  6r,  higher  than  anv  we  had  fee" 
in  our  travels  •,  there  were  two  or  three  room 5  in  each 
of  them,  ana  lattices  to  let  in  :ne  light  a:  the  fides. 
They  were  each  Oiaded  by  trees,  ana  .:  artfully 
paved  with  Bin-bones,  that  the  floors  lookea  :  :: 
the'y  were  inlaid  -  am.  ivory.  To  fecare  raaerr.felves 
from  die  wild  beafts,  they  had  dug  a  trench  round 
thele  bmldiam.  and  pallrfaded  the  infide  with  feting 
polls,  and  pieces  of  "  : :  1  nailed  azrcas  them,  on  the 
top  of  which  were  mikes  ■::  dan  bares.  Tinas  -am 
their  gate  was  fiiut,  they  were  as  fecure  as  in  a  tor- 
tmed  place.  They  had  within  all  forts  of  hunting 
and  ddmm  tackle,  beQde  a  good  mere  of  tamed  rein- 
deer venifon,   bilcu  :.   aaal  metheglin. 

While  the  reft  of  the  company  Hat  down  todriam 
ing,  my  friend   and  I  withdrew  to  his  hut   to 
verfe  together.     We  entered  into  difcourle  en  his  ad- 
ventures ;  he  told  na-e,  he  intended  to  return  home 
after  his   time  of  exile   fhould  ne  expired,   ana  a 
me  his  direction  ia  Im.mm.     Car  :;nver_a::;n  rarnei 
pardybn  our  former  acquaintance,  ana  partly  m  Eft 
mmrm:   of  the    counts  a   ana  the  barb:    :y  m  its  im 
.  m:m:s, 
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When  my  friend  and  I  had  tired  ourfelves  with 

talking,  we  laid  down  upon  bear-fkins,  as  our  com- 
panions alio  did  when  wearied  with  drinking,  and 
ilepc  found  till  the  next  morning. 

We  arofe  early,  and  at  the  defire  of  the  five  ba- 
nifhed  gentlemen,  took  each  of  us  a  gun,  and  sveojt 
with  them  into  the  woods  to  examine  txir  ,.,  co 

fee  what  prey  was  caught  in  thole  the 
night  before.     We  killed  among  us  tenor  twelve 
white   foxes,   and  half  a  dozen  grey  martens,   bur 
met  with  none  of  the  larger  game  ;  and  as  we  re- 
folved  to  purine  our  journey  in  the  afternoon,  we  did 
not  chufe  to  lofe  our  time  in  hunting-,  we  therefore; 
foon  returned  to  the  huts,  and  both  we  and  our  holts 
furnifhing  provifions,  refrefhed  ourfelves  as  well  as 
could  be  expected  in  fo  wretched  a  place.     After  we 
had  drank  plentifully,  the  gentlemen  forced  us  to 
take  feven  bear  fkins,  ten  white  fox  fkins,  two  pair 
of  ermines,    and  eight   wolf  (kins,  for  which  they 
would  take  no  money.     However,  we  with  difficulty 
prevailed  on  them  to  accept  fome  brandy,  tobacco, 
and  cloth,  which  we  took  care  fhould  exceed   in  va- 
lue the  commodities  they  had  given  us.     We  wept 
reciprocally  at  parting,  wifhing  them  patience  to  en- 
dure their  fuffejings,  and  a  happy  deliverance  out  of 
them  ;  and  having  mounted  our  fledges,  continued 
our  travels  with  the  ufual  expedition. 

Having  now  proceeded  three  hours  without  meet- 
ing with  any  habitation,  we  difcovered  five  or  fix 
huts  together,  in  which  were  about  a  dozen  perfbns, 
from  whom  we  bought  all  their  fkins.  We  now  fol- 
lowing tjie  courie  of  the  river  lVtzora,  frequently 
met  with  fmall  villages,  in  feme  of  which  we  found 
inhabitants,  and  in  others  none  •,  but  whenever  we 
met  with  any  body  to  trade  with  us,  we  bought  their 
iurrs  either  with  money  or  brandy. 

Y\V  mow  reached  a  large  ridge  of  mountains,  that 
are  almoft  always  covered  with  fnow,  and  fo  barren, 
that  neither  man  nor  beaft  can  live  upon  them,     On 
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both  fides  of  thefe  mountains  were  vaft  numbers  of 
white  bears  and  wolves,  which  put  us  in  fear  of  our 
lives  •,  we  being  under  continual  apprehenfions  of 
their  failing  upon  us,  though  perhaps  thefe  animals 
were  as  much  terrified  at  us  as  we  at  them  ;  for  they 
fled  before  us,  fome  on  the  one  hand  and  fome  on 
the  other,  frightened  perhaps  at  the  glittering  of  our 
arms.  We  were  twelve  hours  in  crofling  the  moun- 
tains, over  which  our  cattle  had  much  ado  to  draw 
us ;  but  we  at  laft  reached  the  defcent,  and  arrived 
at  a  village  in  Siberia,  where  the  people  had  linen 
fhirts,  clofe  bufkins,  and  garments  of  bear  fkins, 
with  the  hair  outward;  but  they  appeared  to  be 
lefs  barbarous  than  thofe  with  whom  we  had  lately 
converfed.  They  received  us  very  civilly,  aiked 
whence  we  came,  and  whither  we  were  going  :  hav- 
ing refolved  their  queftions,  we  bought  all  their  fkins 
for  ready  money,  feafted  with  them  on  dried  bear's 
and  wolf's  flefh,  rice-cakes,  and  brandy  •,  and  then 
flept  upon  bears  fkins,  in  houfes  built  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  Laplanders. 

[Siberia  comprehends  a  vaft  extent  of  country,  and 
with  Samojedia,  compofes  the  moil  northern  part  of 
the  Ruffian  empire  in  Afia  as  well  as  in  Europe. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  weft  by  Ruffia,  from  which  it 
is   parted  by  a  ridge  of  mountains,  reaching  from 
mount  Caucafus  to  the  Northern  Ocean,  on  the  north 
by  Samojedia,  ontheeaft  by  the  Japanic  Ocean,  and 
part  of  Great  Tartary  ;  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  fame 
Tartary.     It  extends  from  500  to  68°  north  latitude  -, 
and,  according  to  its  prefent  limits,   may  be  com- 
puted to  be  about  400  German  leagues  from  north 
to  fouth,  and  about  900  from  eaft  to  weft ;  includ- 
ing all  the  provinces  appertaining  to  it,  which  ex- 
tend themfelves  fouth-eaft,  as  far  as  the  river  Ar- 
gun, which   is  within  a  few  days  journey  of  the  fa- 
mous wall  of  China. 

This  country  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  people  of  Tar- 
tarean race,  and  was  called  Siberia  only  fince  its  con? 

quell 
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queft  by  the  Ruffians,  from  a  Sclavonic  word  figni- 
iying  a  prifon.  For,  on  account  of  its  extreme  bar- 
renness and  coldnefs,  it  is  made  ufe  of  as  fuch  for 
priionets  of  flate,  who  are  banifhed  hither  either  for 
life,  or  for  a  term  of  years,  according  to  their  crimes, 
and  the  pleafure  of  the  czars.  Here  they  have  a  very 
fmall  or  no  allowance,  fo  that  they  are  obliged  to 
moot  for  their  living,  or  ftarve  ;  and  moreover,  to 
bring  weekly  a  tribute  of  furs  for  the  czar :  and  as 
thefe  furs  muft  neither  be  ftained  with  blood,  nor 
have  any  holes  in  them,  this  makes  them  very  dex- 
trous in  mooting  the  animals  only  in  the  head,  and 
with  a  fmgle  ball. 

This  country  is  moftly  covered  with  impenetrable 
woods  high  frozen  mountains,  lakes,  and  fenny 
grounds ;  lo  that  it  is  quite  barren  and  thinly  inha- 
bited, except  by  thofe  who  are  forced  thither  from 
Muicovy  againlt  their  wills.] 

We  no  fooner  awaked  than  we  mounted  our  fledges, 
2nd  let  forward  for  Papinowgorod,  which  we  reached 
in  about  twenty  hours.     The  governor  hearing  of 
our  arrival,  fent  for  us  to  come  to  his  caftle,  to  en- 
quire  into  our  country  and  bufinefs.     Upon  which 
we  immediately  waited  on  him  •,  and  our  accountant, 
who  underftood  the  Mufcovite  language,  anfwered 
all  his  qijeftians  to  his  fatisfaction.      Being  informed 
that  we  were  Danilh  merchants,  who  tra\relled  fo  far 
to  buy  furrs,  he   treated  us  in  a  very  friendly  man- 
ner-, and,  as  a  mark  of  refpecT,  fern   for  his  wife  to 
'  entertain  us  :  upon  which  ihe  came  with  a  bottle  of 
brandy  in  one  hand,  and  a  iilver  cup  in   the   other, 
followed  by  a  maid  fervant  with  a  plate  of  ginger- 
bread.    We  faluted  her  according  to  the  cufto 
the  Country,  by  bowing  our  heads,  when  untying  the 
knot  of  her  ftrift-fleeve,  ihe  let  it  fall  to  the  ground, 
and  the  ftipi  rcargO  taking  it  up,  we  each  of  US  kiiied 
ic.      She  tiiei  it  up  again  with  her  left-hand, 

and  taking   the  bottle  and  cup,  which  ine  had   let 
down  to  perform  this  ceremony,  gave  each  of  us  a 

bumpei 
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bumper  of  brandy  and  a  piece  of  ginger- bread,  (land- 
ing all  the  while  near  her  hufband,  at  the  end  of  the 
table.  She  then  withdrew,  and  the  governor  regaled 
us  with  an  excellent  fupper. 

This  entertainment  being  over,  we  were  conducted 
to  lodgings  prepared  for  us,  in  the  caftle ;  and,  con- 
sidering the  country,  lay  in  very  good  beds.  Hav- 
ing flept  about  feven  hours,  we  arofe  j  of  which  the 
governour  being  informed  by  one  of  his  fervants, 
got  up  and  came  to  fee  us,  bringing  a  bottle  of 
brandy  with  him,  and  one  of  his  domeflics  having 
another,  filled  a  large  cup  for  a  morning's  draught, 
\Ve  each  of  us  drank  one,  and  then  the  governor  afk- 
ing  if  we  would  buy  his  fkins,  our  fupercargo  faid 
he  would  if  he  liked  them,  and  could  agree  on  the 
price.  His  furrs  were  extremely  well  chofen,  and 
though  they  were  valued  much  higher  than  any  we 
had  met  with  in  all  our  travels,  they  were  the  bell 
worth  our  money.  Thefe  being  bought  and  paid  for, 
he  ordered  one  of  his  men  to  call  fome  of  the  inhabi- 
tants who  had  a  quantity  to  fell ;  and  while  our  fu- 
percargo was  dealing  with  the  governor  and  his  neigh- 
bours, I  took  a  turn  about  the  town. 

Papinowgorod  is  commodioufly  fituated  in  a  fmall 
plain,  in  the  midft  of  a  fruitful  country,  furrounded 
with  high  mountains ;  and  near  it  runs  a  large  river, 
well  flocked  with  fifh.  The  houfes  are  low,  and 
meanly  built  of  wood,  with  the  chinks  flopped  with 
mofs,  and  the  flreets  are  paved  with  timber  laid  clofe 
together.  The  people  offafhion  wear  a  long  cloth 
coat,  which  reaches  down  to  their  toes,  with  very  clofe 
fleeves  of  another  colour,  under  which  they  have 
breeches  and  flockings  of  the  fame  cloth.  Their 
fhces,  or  rather  boots,  are  of  blue,  red  or  yellow  lea- 
ther, buttoned  on  the  top  ;  and  upon  their  heads  they 
wear  cloth  caps  lined,  and  bordered  writh  ermine, 
fable  or  black  fox  fkins.  The  women  are  fair,  beau- 
tiful, and  fomewhat  fat  •,  their  hair  is  of  a  light  chef- 
hut  colour,  hanging  down  to  their  waifl,  and  their 

head- 
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head-drefs  is  an  oval-cap  :  their  upper  garment, 
the  men's,  hangs  down  to  the  feci:,  and  is  made  of  a 
red,  bkie,  or  violet  coloured  cloth,  and  is  line  J  with 
white  fox  fkin  or  fable.  They  have  round  their  waifts 
a  broad  girdle  adorned  with  pearls,  and  their  fliifts  arc 
made  of  fine  callico,  with  fleeves  all  ruffled  up  from 
the  wrift  to  the  moulders,  fome  of  which  are  five  ells 
long  •,  and  this  bundle  prevents  their  ufing  the  arms 
of  their  robes,  which  therefore  hang  ufelels,  and  are 
only  pinned  on.  On  their  feet  they  have  ihoes  made 
of  RufTia  leather. 

The  people  of  Siberia  are  grave,  robuft,  fwift,  and 
very  dexterous  at  fhooting  with  the  crofs-bow ;  but 
they  are  ignorant,  churlifli,  and  jealous  of  their  wives, 
whom  they  generally  lock  up  •,  and  even  if  they  do 
not,  none  of  them  dare  quit  their  rooms,  without 
their  hufband's  leave.  The  religion  of  this  province 
is  called  Nicholation.  Their  judicial  proceedings 
are  terminated  with  great  expedition ;  for  all  their 
courts  of  juftice  are  courts  of  equity.  There  are  r.o 
petty-foggers  either  here  or  in  RufTia,  who,  under  the 
pretence  of  relieving  the  innocent,  and  fuccouring 
the  diftreffeJ,  rob  the  poor,  and  inrich  themiclves 
with  the  fpoils  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs. 

When  we  had  bought  up  all  the  furs  we  liked  at 
Papinowgorod,  we  found  we  had  enough  to  load 
a  fledge  and  a  half  •,  and  having  ftill  fome  tobacco, 
and  about  5000  ducats  left,  our  fupercargo  refolved 
to  proceed  farther,  in  order  to  purchafe  more, 
then  to  return  to  our  (hips  through  Samojedia.  As 
our  brandy  fell  fhort,  .we  bought  a  lupply  of  the  bed 
the  governor  had  ;  we  agreed  with  him  for.provi- 
fions  fufficient  to  laft  us  twelve  days,  and  for  rein- 
deer to  carry  us  to  the  end  of  our  jourhey.  When 
we  had  concluded  all  our  dealings  with  him,  and  | 
our  n  we  were  forced  to  have  a  drunken  bout 

at  parting,  without  which  there  is  no  getting  av 

We  pro  feventeen  hours,  ail  the  way  buy- 

.  e  could  find   of  the  Sib 
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and  having  in  fix  hours  more  croffed  the  Riphean 
mountains,  we  entered  Samojedia,  a  deiblate  moun- 
tainous country,  full  of  juniper-trees,  pines,  and  firs. 
It  abounds  in  mofs,  as  well  as  mow ;  and  we,  every 
moment,  to  our  no  fmall  terror,  met  with  white 
bears,  wolves,   and  foxes. 

[The  province  of  Samojedia  lies  to  the  north  of  Si- 
beria, extending  itfelf  quite  to  the  North  or  Frozen 
Ocean:  the  people  are  called  Samojedes,  which,  in 
the  Ruffian  tongue,figniries  'men-eaters.  They  have 
no  towns,  but  live  in  tents  or  caverns,  according  to  the 
ieafon.  They  are  excellent  archers,  and  very  nimble 
after  their  game,  which  with  fifh  being  their  only- 
food,  they  are  expert  in  catching  them  from  their 
childhood :  when  winter  comes  they  retire  to  their 
dens  under  ground,  living  by  lamp-light,  on  their 
dried  {lock  of  filh  and  game  $  their  fauce  being  {link- 
ing fifh  oil. 

Though  thefe  people  are  for  eight  or  nine  months 
in  the  year  confined  to  their  fubterranean  habitations 
in  ftench  and  fmoak,  yet  are  they  fo  far  from  being 
difcontented  with  this  wretched  way  of  life,  that  Ole- 
arius  tells  us  of  two  of  their  deputies,  lent  to  the 
court  of  Mofcow,  who  told  the  czar,  that  if  he  knew 
the  charms  of  their  country  and  climate,  he  would 
doubtlefs  chufe  to  go  and  live  among  them.  They 
are  by  all  writers  reprefented  as  the  moil  ftupid  and 
difagreeable  people  in  the  world.] 

On  our  afcending  mount  Stolphen,  whence  arifes 
the  river  Borfagatz,  we  came  to  eight  or  nine  houfes, 
where  we  flopped,  in  order  to  reft  ourfelves  and  our 
cattle,  and  exchanged  with  the  inhabitants  brandy  for 
white  and  black  wolf  and  fox  fkins,  caftor  and  otter 
ikins.  They  had  feveral  dozen  of  fables,  which  they 
Would  not  fell  upon  any  terms,  though  they  were  af- 
fured  by  our  Borandian  guide,  that  there  was  no 
manner  of  danger,  we  being  traders  who  were  going 
to  our  fhips,  and  could  not  be  difcovered  before  we 
reached  the  coafl,  becaufe  we  were  not  to  pals  through 

any 
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any  place  where  there  were  officers  impowercd  to 
iearch  for  prohibited  goods.  All  our  arguments  had,' 
however,  no  effect,  till  we  had  drank  them  down  •, 
when  our  brandy  rendering  them  courageous,  they 
brought  out  their  fables,  and  fold  us  the  bed  and  the 
greateft  quantity  we  had  picked  up  in  our  whole  jour- 
ney. 

We  ftaid  to  reft  ourfelves  in  one  of  the  chief  huts 
of  the  village.  The  mafter  of  the  houfe,  with  his 
wife  and  children,  and  we  his  vifitors  lying  all  toge- 
ther on  bear  fkins.  Having  dept  four  or  five  hours, 
I  was  awakened  by  the  noife  made  by  our  hoft  to 
raife  his  family,  all  of  whom  went  out-,  when  having 
the  curiofity  to  follow  them  at  a  little  diftar.ee,  I  ob- 
ferved  them  fall  down  on  their  knees  behind  the  cot- 
tage, lifting  up  their  hands  and  eyes  to  adore  the 
fun. 

The  people  of  Samojedia  are  fhorter  and  thicker 
than  either  the  Laplanders  or  the  Borandians.  They 
have  large  heads,  their  faces  and  nofes  are  flat,  they 
are  of  a  fwarthy  complexion,  and  have  fcarcely  any 
hair.  They  wear  a  round  fur  cap,  and  a  white  bear's 
fkin  coat  that  reaches  down  to  their  knees,  and  is  fas- 
tened round  the  waift  with  a  girdle  four  inches  broad  ; 
they  alio  wear  breeches,  fhoes  and  (lockings,  made 
of  the  fame  fkin  with  the  hair  outwards  ;  and  inftead 
of  a  cloak,  they  hang  a  black  bear's  fkin  over  their 
moulders,  the  feet  dangling  at  the  four  corners  r 
this  fkin  is  placed  more  on  the  left  fide  than  on 
the  right,  to  leave  the  right  arm  at  liberty  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  bows  and  arrows,  and  upon  this 
ikin  they  tie  their  quiver.  They  alio  Wear  upon  their 
feet  a  kind  of  fkates  two  feet  long,  with  which  they 
Aide  with  prodigious  fwiftnefs  over  the  mow,  that  aU 
moll  always  lies  on  the  mountains. 

The  Samoiedian   women  have   more   difagrccable 
perfons  than  thole  of  the  men.      They  are   capable 
of  enduring  great  hardlhips,  and  take  care  to', 
up  their  children  in  ufing  their  bows  With  great  dex- 
terity. 
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terity.  They  are  dreffed  like  the  men,  only  their 
upper  garment  is  a  little  longer,  and  all  the  diffe- 
rence in  their  head-dreis  is,  that  the  women  have 
a  lock  of  twifted  hair  hanging  down  on  their  moul- 
ders, at  the  end  of  which  is  a  knot,  formed  of  a  long 
flip  taken  from  the  bark  of  a  tree*  which  hangs  down 
as  low  as  their  heels,  and  this  is  all  their  finery.  They 
hunt  as  well  as  the  men,  and  are  in  the  fame  manner 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows.  The  hufbands  are 
true  to  their  wives,  and  the  wives  to  their  hufbands, 
and  if  either  man  or  woman  is  found  guilty  of  ad ul4- 
tery,  the  criminal  is  immediately  ftoned  to  death. 

Having  traverfed  Samojedia,  and  exchanged  away 
our  money  and  goods  for  ikins,  we  returned  ;  and 
in  twelve  days  after  our  departure  from  Papi- 
nowgorod,  reached  the  coaft  of  Borandia,  without 
meeting  with  any  adventure  worth  notice.  Upon 
that  coaft  our  fhips  had  waited  for  us  at  an  appointed 
place,  where  we  put  all  our  merchandize  on  board,, 
paid  off  our  Borandian  guide,  and  embarked. 

Having  weighed  anchor,  we  failed  from  the  -coaft 
of  Borandia  with  a  fair  wind,  and  the  next  day  in  the 
afternoon  caft  anchor  near  the  coaft  of  Zembla,  when 
we  obferved  upon  the  fhore,  about  thirty  perfons 
with  quivers  on  their  backs,  worshipping  on  their 
knees  the  fetting  fun.  Our  mafter  and  fupercargo 
immediately  confulted  what  courfe  it  would  be  pro- 
per for  us  to  take  to  come  at  the  fpeech  of  them. 
They  thought  them  more  wild  than  any  favages  they 
had  yet  feen,  and  thinking  it  would  be  difficult  to 
perfuade  them  to  deal  with  us,  it  was  refolved  to 
fend  out  three  long  boats,  with  ten  men  well  armed 
in  each,  that  they  might  be  able  to  defend  them- 
felves  in  cafe  they  mould  be  attacked.  I  was  one  of 
the  number  difpatched  upon  this  fervicej  but  when 
we  were  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  land,  the 
favages  arofe  from  their  knees,  difcharged  their  ar- 
rows at  us,  and  then  fled  with  furprifing  fwiftnefs  ; 

but 
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but  being  at  a  great  diftance  when  they  let  fly  at  its, 
they  did  not  do  us  the  lead  harm. 

We  no  fooner  reached  the  fhore  than  we  landed, 
and  purfued  them  to  the  place  whither  we  thought 
they  had  tied,  in  hopes  of  making  fome  of  them  our 
priibnersj  but  we  found  it  impoflible,  though  we 
followed  them  till  we  approached  fome  mountains 
covered  with  fnow.  However,  we  continued  to  ad- 
vance farther  into  the  country,  till  we  came  to  a 
rifing  ground,  upon  which  was  erected  a  piece  of 
wood,  very  wretchedly  cut  into  the  figure  of  a  man, 
and  before  it  two  Zemblians  on  their  knees,  with 
their  arms  lying  by  them.  They  were  worfhipping 
this  idol,  who  was  called  Fetizo,  as  the  others  on 
afhore  had  been  adoring  the  fun  ;  but  the  moment 
they  beheld  us  they  fled  into  an  adjoining  wood  of 
firs,  and  as  night  approached,  we  thought  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  purfue  them. 

[Nova  Zembla,  called  by  the  Dutch  the  Ifland  of 
Weygats,  is  fituated  in  the  Frozen  Ocean,  between 
70°  north  latitude  and  the  pole,  and  between  50* 
and  8o°  eaft  longitude.  It  is  feparated  from  Samo- 
jedia  by  the  ftreights  of  Weygats  •,  but  whether  it 
be  an  ifland,  or  part  of  fome  great  continent,  is  un- 
certain, no  fhips  having  paifed  to  the  northward  of 
it.  It  is  reprefented  as  the  moft  forlorn  fpot  that 
can  be  imagined  •,  the  greateft  part  of  which  is  hid 
under  fnow  and  ice  •,  and  where  there  are  neither  of 
thefe,  nothing  is  met  with  but  ditmal  quagmires  co- 
vered with  mols.  Upon  digging  two  or  three  feet 
into  the  earth,  it  was  found  as  hard  as  marble  •,  fo 
that  all  attempts  to  winter  in  caves  under  ground 
there  would  be  vain.] 

From  thance  we  fleered  toward  the  ftreights  of 
Weygats,  to  catch  fea-hories ;  and  having  proceeded 
about  fix  leagues,  kept  near  the  fhore,  and  put  out 
our  long-boat  with  eight  harpooners  in  each,  belie!  c 
the  rowers.  We  were  three  da)  s  vs  ithout  catching  any 
thing  •,    but  at  lad  obierved  two  great  filh  approach- 
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ing  us,  one  of  which  had  a  large  horn  in  his  fore- 
head, when  the  boats  coming  near,  the  harpoons 
were  thrown  at  him  on  all  fides ;  and  the  ropes  to 
which  they  were  fattened  let  loofe,  afcer  which  the 
men  nattily  retired,  to  be  out  of  his  reach  while  he 
was  ft'ruggling.  At  laft  the  fifh  fwimming  above  the 
water,  which  was  a  proof  of  his  weaknefs,  the  men 
in  the  boats  drew  him  to  them  by  the  ropes  fattened 
to  the  harpoons,  and  then  cutting  off  his  head,  threw 
the  body  into  the  fea ;  it  being  neither  fit  for  food 
nor  oil.  This  was  a  fea-horfe,  which  is  taken  only 
for  the  fake  of  his  teeth  and  horn,  the  former  being 
more  valuable  than  thofe  of  the  elephant,  becaufe 
they  are  whiter,  and  not  fo  apt  to  turn  yellow.  The 
horn  of  this  fea-horfe  was  ten  feet  long,  and  very 
heavy ;  from  the  root,  which  was  as  thick  as  a 
man's  moulder,  it  gradually  decreafed,  wreathing 
handfomely,  till  it  ended  in  a  fharp  point.  One  of 
the  boats  coming  too  clofe  to  the  other  fifli,  in  or- 
der to  make  fore  of  it,  and  not  retreating  with  fuffi- 
cient  fpeed,  Was  unhappily  overturned  by  his  tail, 
with  which  he  lamed  the  boat  with  prodigious  fury, 
on  his  feeling  the  harpoon  ;  by  this  means  two  of  the 
men  were  drowned,  notwithstanding  which  the  fifh 
was  taken  :  but  though  this  was  no  recompence  for 
the  lofs  of  our  failors,  yet  it  was  a  good  prize,  the 
teeth  being  larger  and  whiter  than  the  former. 

We  were  four  days  cruifing  about  before  we  met 
with  any  more,  and  were  preparing  to  change  our 
ftation,  when  we  perceived  four  of  the  fame  fifh, 
that  feeined  larger  than  thofe  we  had  caught ;  three 
of  them  we  took,  but  none  of  them  had  any  horn. 
Twelve  hours  after  we  difcovered  five  more,  but 
three  of  them  efcaped,  one  of  which  had  a  horn. 
Two  hours  after  we  efpied  three  more,  one  of  which 
we  took,  each  of  whole  great  teeth  weighed  twenty- 
nine  pounds.  Two  days  after  we  caught  five  more, 
among  which  was  one  with  a  horn,  like  that  of  the 
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firft  we  caught,  but  it  was  neither  To  heavy  nor  fo 
large,  it  beir.t<  karce  feven  feet  long-. 

We  ftaid  there  five  days  longer  •,  and  perceiving 
no  more  fifli,  took  the  advantage  of  a  north  north- 
eaft  wind  to  fad  towards  Weygats,  in  hopes  of  paf- 
fing  thofe  ftreights,  which,  if  practicable,  would 
fhorten  the  paffage  to  the  Eaft:  Indies,  by  three- 
fourths.  We  purfued  our  courie  pretty  well  for 
thirty-fix  leagues  •,  but  were  unable  to  proceed  any 
farcher  on  account  of  the  large  pieces  of  ice  that  op- 
pofed  our  paffage,  and  tliofe  mountains  covered  with 
ihow  which  lie  at  the  mouth  of  the  Frozen  Sea,  and 
2re  known  by  the  name  of  the  Pater  noflers.  Hence 
thefe  ftreights  have  received  the  name  of  Weygats, 
which  fignifies  impaffable. 

We  now  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of 
Zembla,  when  one  of  the  leamen  landing,  a  bear 
came  behind  him  and  ft  ruck  him  down  with  his  paw  ; 
and  had  we  not  happily  feen  it,  and  fhot  the  bear 
dead,  he  would  certainly  have  been  devoured.  This 
accident  deterred  the  reft  of  the  mariners  from  ven- 
turing on  land. 

Shortly  after,  three  bears  fwam  to  the  fides  of  the 
{hips,  and  ftrove  to  come  on  board-,  but  though  we 
cut  off  the  paws  of  one  of  them  with  our  hatchets, 
and  fhot  the  other  with  a  mufket,  the  third,  while 
we  were  difpatching  thefe,  mounted  the  fide  of  the 
fhip,  and  got  upon  deck,  when  a  failor  who  was 
near  cried  out,  for  the  bear  was juft  at  his  heels.  We 
all  took  up  the  firfi:  ofienfive  weapons  that  came 
to  hand,  as  oars  and  pieces  of  timber,  with  which 
we  knocked  him  down  and  difpatched  him  j  while 
others  lliot  at  and  killed  two  more  that  were  iwim- 
ming  towarcj  us.  This  (laughter,  we  thought,  v. 
have  hindered  any  more  attempting  to  board  us,  but 
we  were  miftaken  j  for  about  four  or  five  hours  af- 
.  ten  or  twelve  came  as  far  toward  us  on  the 
;  they  could,  and  then  took  to  the  water,  i 
ing  for  the  fl   |  hen  we  ufed  our  arms  fo 

fuccefs- 


nor  fH  e  r  n  Parts  of  EURO  P  E.        Qt 

fucoefsfully  that  not  one  of  them  efcaped.  How- 
ever, many  others  ftill  approaching  from  the  high 
mountains,  and  being  unwilling  to  continue  expofed 
to  fuch  hourly  attacks,  we  weighed  and  flood  over 
to  the  weft  coafl  of  Zembla,  where  we  fir  ft  anchored, 
and  got  clear  of  the  (heights  of  Weygats,  but  not 
without  great  danger  of  running  upon  the  rocks  of 
ice  that  lay  in  our  way. 

There  is  an  ifland  at  the  mouth  of  this  ftreight 
which  appeared  very  green,  and  is  covered  with  fir 
and  juniper-trees.  Some  of  the  failors  going  on 
fhore,  faw  a  bird  fo  large  as  to  be  fcarcely  able  to 
fly;  and  giving  at  their  return  an  account  of  what 
they  had  leen,  I  defired  leave  to  land  with  about  forty 
men  to  hunt  thefe  birds,  and  make  difcoveries  ;  which 
being  granted,  we  killed  about  fixty  of  them,  lbme 
of  which  we  fhot,  and  others  we  knocked  down 
with  clubs,  and  afterward  carried  them  on  board. 
Thefe  birds,  which  are  not  much  taller  than  fwans, 
though  a  great  deal  larger,  are  called  penguins. 
They  have  a  fharp  beak,  under  which  begins  a  gul- 
let that  reaches  down  to  their  breail,  in  the  form 
of  an  urinal,  only  it  is  larger ;  and  in  this  bag  they 
ftore  their  provilions,  which  they  take  out  to  eat  as 
they  have  occafion.  They  are  of  a  brown  colour, 
and  have  webbed  feet  like  a  goofe.-  Their  flefh  is' 
extremely  palatable,  and  taftes  like  that  of  a  wild- 
duck,  only  it  is  fatter.  We  eat  heartily  of  it,  and 
had  not  fuch  a  feaft  in  all  our  voyage  •,  but-  before  we' 
dreffed  them,  we  were  obliged  to  take  off  the  fkin, 
which  is  very  tough. 

Having  ftaid  at  this  ifland  two  days,  we  failed 
with  a  fouth-eaft  wind  ;  and  in  about  thirty  hours? 
arrived  at  a  cape,  near  which  we  again  found  the 
Zemblians  worshipping  the  fun. 

As  his  Danifh  majeity  was  very  defirous  of  having, 

a  perfect  account  of  the  riches  and  nature  of  Zembla, 

and  for  the  more  eafy  acquiring  of  that  knowledge,* 

had  ordered  our  officers  to  bring  offfome  of  the  na~ 
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tives,  we  refolved,  if  pofTible,  to  put  this  order  in 
execution-,  and  thirty  periods,  of  which  I  was  one, 
were  ordered  to  land  in  the  long-boat :  but  we  had 
fcarcely  got  over  the  fhip's  fide  before  we  dilcovered 
a  Zemblian  in  his  boat,  about  half  a  league  off  land, 
who  feeing  us  make  toward  him,  he  rowed  lb  fall 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  get  up  with  him  ;  and  as 
loon  as  he  fet  his  foot  on  fhore,  throwing  his  boat 
upon  his  moulder,  ran  fo  fwiftly,  that  we  perceived 
we  mould  find  it  very  difficult  to  overtake  him,  nor 
did  he  feem  encumbered  either  with  his  boat  or  a 
dart  he  had  in  his  hand.  We  however  landed,  and. 
puriued  him  toward  a  hill,  which  we  law  him  mount, 
and  he  was  quickly  out  of  fight.  We  therefore  gave 
over  all  thoughts  of  taking  him  ;  but  as  we  were 
rowing  back  to  our  (hips,  we  perceived  two  Zem- 
blians  further  out  at  fea  ;  and  they  obferving  us  at 
the  fame  time,  rowed  toward  the  promontories  and 
rocks  on  the  coaft  to  hide  themfelves  •,  but  we  plied 
our  oars  fo  brifkly,  that  we  furrounded  them  in  four 
boats,  as  they  were  rowing  with  all  their  ftrength  to- 
ward a  rock-,  when  finding  no  poffibility  of  making 
their  efcape,  they  let  up  a  howling  that  was  the  molt 
hideous  I  had  ever  heard.  They  were  a  man  and 
woman  drefled  in  cloaths  made  of  the  fkin  of  the 
lea-calf,  with  the  hair  outward,  and  their  waiftcoats 
were  formed  of  two  fkins  joined  together,  the  tails 
dangling,  the  one  before  and  the  other  behind,  al- 
moft  as  low  as  their  knees.  Their  drawers 
ftrait.  The  man  feemed  to  be  about  fifty 
of  age,  and  though  he  had  no  hair  on   I  I,  he 

had  a  round  beard  of  a  chefhut  colour.     1  he  wo: 
who  feen  ed  to  be  al 
nofe  bored,  and  pendants  c; 

them  -,    her  hair  was   twilled,  and   i  on    her 

moulders.     Their  fe; 

able,   and  they  here  both  of  J.  fquat- 

ter  than  either  the  Lapl;  ns,   Boran- 

dians,  or  Siberians.     'IT. 
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linking  breaths ;  the  latter  was  probably  caufed  by 
their  eating  of  fkfh  without  fait,  or  fifh  with  train- 
oil. 

We  foon  took  them  into  one  of  the  boats,  and 
towed  that  in  which  we  found  them,  by  fattening  it 
to  one  of  our  own  boats.  It  was  made  of  the  rib- 
bones  of  fifli,  very  artfully  joined,  and  neatly  covered 
with  fifh-fkins  fewed  together.  It  was  fixteen  feet  in 
length,  and  two  feet  and  a  half  broad.  They  were 
ihut  up  in  it  as  high  as  their  waifts,  by  having  a  fifh 
fkin  drawn  over  it,  with  two  holes  that  fitted  their 
waifts  j  fo  that  a  drop  of  water  could  not  get  into  it. 
They  therefore  expoie  themfelves  in  the  fouled:  wea- 
ther to  all  the  dangers  of  the  fea,  without  the  leaft 
fear  of  foundering.  But  though  we  made  all  the 
friendly  figns  we  could  to  them,  in  order  to  induce 
them  to  let  us  know  their  habitations,  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  us  to  learn  any  thing  from  them  *. 

We  now  refolved  to  try  whether  we  could  not  get 
fome  other  of  thefe  people  into  our  power,  who  were 
lefs  ftupid  and  more  communicative.  Upon  which 
thirty  of  us  landed  again',  taking  feveral  days  provi- 
fions  with  us,  and  went  in  two  companies  well  armed,  i 
about  a  hundred  yards  di  (lance  from  each  other,  and 
having  hid  ourfelves  in  caverns  under  the  rocks,  polled 
centinels  in  proper  places,  to  difcover  if  any  favages 
approached,  whom  we  intended  to  feize,  and  to  force 
them  to  fhew  us  their  habitations.  We  were  two 
days  without  feeing  any  of  the  natives ;  but  at  lail 
one  of  our  centinels  gave  us  notice  that  two  of  them 
were  defcending  a  hill  toward  the  fea-fide.  On  this 
we  divided  ourfelves  into  companies,  at  proper  dis- 
tances, and  the  poor  Zemblians  foon  entered  the 
fnare,  without  fufpedting  any  treachery,  till  one  of 
our  companions  clifcharging  his  fuzee,  we  ail  made 
our  appearance  ;  and  the  favages  finding'  it  impof- 

*  Thefe  people  appear  to  be  of  the  fame  race  with  the  Eflci- 
rhaux  of  Hudfon's  Bay.  See  Ellis's  Voyage  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  in 
vol.  3. 
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fible    to    fly,    were   eafily  taken.     Their  garments 
were  of  penguins   fkins   with    the   feathers  outward. 
They  had  each  a  pair  of  ftrait  breeches  which  reached 
to  their  knees,  a  kind  of  waiitcoat,  the  fleeves  of 
'  which  reached  only  to  their  elbows,  the  reft  of  their 
arms  being  naked.     The  feathers  were  picked  from 
their  waiftcoats  before  and  behind.     They  had   caps 
in  the  form  of  a  fugar-loaf,  and  ftockings  made  of 
the  fkin  of  a  fea-calf,  with  the  hair  outward.    Though 
their  drefles  were  the  fame,  y(  t  we  foon  perceived  that 
one  of  them  was  a  man  and  the  other  a  woman.     The 
man  feemed  to  be  abou.  twenty  four  years  of  ag    ; 
his  face  was  very  broad,  his  note  fiat,   and  his  c   m- 
plexion  fwarthy.      He  had  neither  beard  on  his  chin, 
nor  hair  on  his  head  ;  at  his  back  hung  a  quiver  filled 
with  arrows ;  on  his  moulder  he  carried  an  ax,  and 
in  his  other  hand  he  held  a  bow.     The  woman  feemed 
to  be  about  twenty,  and  held  a  dart  in  her  hand  •,  her 
hair  hung  down  in  two  twifted  locks  on  each  moul- 
der ^  fee  had  blue  ftreaks  on  her  forehe    '  tin, 
and   her  ears  and  nofirils  had  holes  bored  in  them, 
in  which  were  fattened  blue  ftones,  thofe  in  her  ears 
being  as  large  as  filberts,  and  thofe  in  her  nofe  no  big- 
ger than  peas. 

We  tried  all  the  ways  we  could  think  of  to  oblige 
them  to  mew  us  where  they  dwelt,  but  without  ef- 
fect,    They  were  as  refolute  and  fallen   as  thofe  we 
had  taken  in  the  boat,  and  we  carried  them  on  board 
without  making  any  further  difcoveries.      When 
brought  them  to  their  fellow- prifoners  we  found,  that 
potwithftanding  their  being  fo  differently  drefled,  they 
kru-w  each  other,     Thefe  four  Zemblians  feemed  the 
mod  dcfpicable  part  of  the  human  (pedes  I  had  ever 
feen.    Their  features  wen    extremely  difagreeable ; 
and  when  they  walked  they  waddled  like  ducks.    We 
could  never  make  them  eat  any  bread,  falt-meat,  or 
rifh,   nor  drink  any  beer  ;   the]    being  ufed   to  drink 
nothing  but  water;  they  f>  me  times  tailed  our  brandy, 
la ut  had  a  great  averlion  to  the  Imell  of  tobacco.     The 

wood- 
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wood-work  of  their  bows  and  darts  was  very  heavy, 
and  of  a  red- brown  colour,  but  that  of  the  arrows 
was  much  lighter  and  paler.  Their  needles,,  the 
points  of  their  darts,  arrows,  and  all  their  other  fharp. 
inftruments  were  made  of  fifh- bones. 

The  fummer  was  now  far  advanced,  it  being  the 
latter  end  of  Auguft,  and  the  cold  increafing,  we  be- 
gan to  think  of  returning  home  •,  and  therefore  weigh- 

0  o  o 

ing,  held  on  a  fouth-weft  courfe,  but  the  wind  fhift- 
ing  to  the  fouthward,  obliged  us  to  make  the  coalt 
of  Greenland,  where  we  dropped  anchor  near  a  French 
and  Dutch  fleet  employed  in  the  whale- fiihery.  The 
mips  feldom  lie  far  from  the  fhore ;  for  the  whales, 
which  are  caught  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  took  the 
fea-horfes,  are  like  them  commonly  found  near  the 
land.  When  they  are  caught  they  are  cut  to  pieces, 
and  the  blubber  being  taken  out,  is  put  into  large 
kettles,  and  melted  to  oil  in  huts  erected  for  that 
purpofe  along  the  iea-fhore.      During  our  flay  here, 

1  faw  one  whale  that  yielded  350  pounds  weight  of 
good  bone,  which  together  with  its  oil,  muft  have  af- 
forded a  confiderable  profit.  Our  arrival  in  this  place 
proved  very  fortunate  for  our  Zemblian  prifoners, 
who  had  for  fome  time  pined  away  for  want  of  whale 
oil,  they  being  able  to  eat  nothing  unlefs  it  was  foaked 
in  it,  and  our  ftore  was  entirely  exhaufted :  but  for 
their  fakes  we  here  took  in  a  frefh  fupply. 

[Greenland  or  Spitzbergen,  as  it  is  called  by  the 
Dutch,  lies  nearer  to  the  pole  than  any  country  yet 
known ;  it  is  as  yet  undifcovered  on  the  north  :  on 
the  weft  it  has  the  Northern  Ocean  ;  on  the  fouth, 
the  fame  ocean  between  it  and  Lapland,  and  the  moft 
northern  part  of  Norway,  over  againft  which  i  tlies  ; 
on  the  eaft  it  has  an  undifcovered  country,  to  which 
it  is  joined  by  an  ifthmus,  which  country  is  by  fome 
called  Eaft  or  New  Greenland.  It  lies  from  "76°  to 
82 °  north  latitude,  and  perhaps  much  farther. 

This  country  is  not  known  to  have  any  inhabitants 

except  white  bears  of  an  enormous  fize,   deer,  and 
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foxes.  There  is  plenty  of  fowls,  cfpecially  water- 
fowl, which  harbour  on  the  funny  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  in  the  dill's  of  the  rocks.  The  dung  of 
thele  birds,  with  mofs,  wafhed  down  by  the  melted 
fnow,  make  a  rich  kind  of  mould  in  fome  places 
near  the  more,  where  it  produces  feyeral  of  the  anti- 
fcorbutic  plants:  and  notwithftanding  the  inconceiv- 
able coldnefs  of  its  fituation,  in  June  and  July,  the 
fun  mines  fo  hot  as  to  melt  the  tar  in  the  teams  of  a 
ihip.] 

Having  (laid  two  days  on  this  coaft,  we  tool;  the 
advantage  of  a  north-eaft  wind,  and  proceeded  on 
our  voyage  :  but  being  overtaken  by  a  fiorm,  we 
fleered  to  the  coa'1.  of  Iceland.  On  our  approaching 
that  ifland  we  heard  a  dreadful  noife  at  land,  like  the 
firing  of  feveral  pieces  of  ordnance;  after  which  we 
faw  flames  iffue  in  abundance  from  mount  Hecla. 
We  found  fo  many  rocks  on  the  coaft,  and  the  tea 
was  fo  extremely  rough,  that  we  were  afraid  of  ven- 
turing within  a  league  of  the  land  :  but  we  (leered  to 
cape  Heri,    under  which  we  anchored  in  fafety. 

[Iceland,  fo  called  from  its  exceflive  coldnefs,  is  a 
large  ifland  in  the  Northern  Ocean,  fubjetft  to  Den- 
mark, about  480  miles  diftant  from  the  coaft  of  Nor- 
way to  the  weft,  and  400  from  Scotland  to  the  north. 
It  extends  from  630  45'  to  67 °  north  latitude  •,  fo  that 
the  arctic  polar  circle  paries  through  the  northern 
p.  rt  of  this  ifland  ;  and  it  lies  between  11  °  and  27  3 
well  longitude. 

Agriculture  is  not  praclifed  in  this  ifland,  though 
Mr.  Horrebow,  whole  account  of  this  ifland  is  ra- 
ther a  favourable  <  ne,  (ays  that  wheat  may  be  pro- 
duced in  it;  and  that,  from  fome  old  laws  they 
ha  1  theappe 

ancc  of /ome  tracks  oi 

of  having  been  tilled,  it  is  that  agriculti 

was  antiently  attended  to  by  the  inhabitant  , 

The  country  is  mountainous  andftonyj  but  the 
paftures  are  excellent.     They  make  great  qu 

of 
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of  butter,  which  they  lay  up  in  cafks  •,  or  for  want 
of  them  pile  up  in  their  huts  like  heaps  of  mortar : 
and  they  have  tolerable  good  horfes,  which  in  the 
winter  when  hay  fails  them,  they  feed  with  dried  fifh, 
as  they  alio  do  their  other  cattle.  The  Icelanders 
dwell  generally  near  the  lea-more  or  rivers,  for  the 
conveniency  of  fifhing  and  pafture,  fo  that  the  inland 
country  is  almoft  defart. 

Their  language  is  a  dialect  of  the  antient  Runic 
tongue ;  and,  according  to  Wormius,  is  the  pureft 
now  fpoke  any  where.] 

Soon  after,  a  ftrong  party  of  us  landed  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Heri,  whence  we  proceeded  to  Kirkebar,  a 
large  town,  where  we  met  with  eight  or  nine  Danifh 
merchants,  who  were  much  furprized  at  feeing  us 
there,  and  entertained  us  very  cordially  with  dimes 
of  frefh  meat,  good  bread,  and  excellent  wine.  From 
them  we  learned,  that  the  day  before  the  ifland  had 
fo  terrible  an  earthquake,  that  they  expected  to  be 
fwallowed  up  alive, 

Our  captain,  fupercargo,  and  others  of  our  com- 
pany, intimating  to  the  chief  merchant  at  Kirkebar, 
that  they  were  defirous  of  feeing  whatever  was  worth 
notice  in  the  ifland  ;  he  very  obligingly  ordered  horfes* 
to  be  got  ready  for  all  of  us  that  were  willing  to  go 
into  the  country ;  and  I  faying  that  I   would  make 
one  of  them,  eight  of  us  mounted,  while  the  reft, 
having  lefs  curiofity,  chofe  to  fliay  and  drink  at  this 
merchant's  houfe.     This  gentleman  gave  us  one  of 
his  fervants  and  two  Icelanders  to  be  our  guides,  and 
alfo  furnithed  us  with  a  horfeload  of  provisions.     We 
travelled  two  days  in  rugged  and  unfrequented  roads  ; 
when  we  found  ourielves  about  five  miles  from  mount 
Hecla,  and  perceived  the  ground  itrewed  with  allies 
and  pumice-itones,  over  which  we  parTed  to  the  foot 
of  the  mountain.    The  weather  being  now  very  ferene 
and  calm,  and  feeing  no  flames  iffue  out  of  the  vol- 
cano, we  refolved  to  go  up  to  the  top  ;  but  we  being 
informed  by  our  guides,  that  if  we  went  farther  we 
7  mould 
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mould  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  pits,  where  we 
might  be  fuffocated  with  the  fumes  caufed  by  the  fire 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  pull  us  out ;  all  our  company  except  my- 
felf  declared  againft  proceeding :  but  I  told  them, 
-  if  they  would  ftay  for  me  I  would  go  up  alone  ; 
ai  they  promiling  that  they  would,  1  alighted  and 
prepared  to  afcend  the  mountain,  when  one  of  the 
Danim.  merchants  whom  we  met  at  Kirkebar,  and 
who  accompanied  us  out  of  cutiofity,  laid  he  would 
go  along  with  me. 

Having  given  our  horfes  to  our  guides,  who  (laid 
behind  with  the  reft  of  our  company,  we  boldly  ven- 
tured forward,  refolving  to  reach  the  top  of  Hecla, 
and  in  a  fhort  time  we  law  a  large  flight  of  crows  and 
vultures,  chat  had  their  nefts  in  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain. When  we  had  afcended  about  half  a  league, 
we  felt  the  ground  fnake  under  us,  and  heard  a  ter- 
rible noife  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  which  feemed 
ready  to  burft  open.  At  the  fame  time  there  ap- 
peared on  all  fides  chinks,  out  of  which  iflfued  bluifh 
flames,  that  had  a  ftrong  fuffocating  fmell  of  burn- 
ing  brimllcne.  This  made  us  turn  back,  for  fear  ot 
being  burnt  to  afhes.  But  we  had  fcarce  proceeded 
thirty  yards  back,  before  a  black  cloud  of  lmoke 
afcended  out  of  the  mountain,  obfeured  the  light  of 
the  fun,  and  covered  us  fo  thick  that  we  could  not  fee 
each  other.  Our  fears  encreafed  every  ftep  we  took  •, 
for  behind  us  came  flames  of  fire,  fhowers  of  afhes, 
and  pumice-ftones,  that  fell  as  thick  as  hail,  and  this 
dreadful  ftorm  was  attended  with  horrible  noifes.  We 
befide  every  moment  expected  that  the  earth  would 
open  and  1  wallow  us  up,  which  added  wings  to  our 
flight,  and  we  ran  as  fair  as  wc  were  able,  to  efcape 
the  danger  to  which  we  had  expofed  ourfelves  by 
our  idle  curiofitv  ;  and  indeed  our  fears  made  us  lb 
ble,  that  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  we  got  to  the 
bottom  of  the  mountain. 

Our 
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Our  companions,  on  feeing  us  come  down  fo  fait, 
burft  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  which  was  foon  increafed 
by  their  obferving  us  to  be  as  black  as  if  we  had  been 
covered  with  foot  •,  their  mirth,  however,  foon  abated ; 
for  on  .  our  approaching  them,   we  both  dropt  down 
fpeechlefs. ... ..  They  immediately  came  to  our  afliftance, 

and  by  rubbing  our  temples,  noflxils,  and  hands  with 
vinegar,  brought  us  to  ourfelves,  and  then  revived  us 
with  a  cup  of  canary  ;  upon  which  recovering  our 
ftrength  and  fpirits,  we  related  what  had  happened, 
and  they  rejoiced  at  our  efcape. 

We  now  left  the  foot  of  the  mountain  in  order 
to  fee  two  fprings  at  ten  or  twelve  miles  diftance  from 
the  mountain,  one  of  which  is  always  boiling,  and 
the  other  fo  cold,  that  it  is  faid  to  turn  every  thing 
put  into  it  into  iron.  When  we  had  proceeded  about 
1 00  yards  from  the  foot  of  mount  Hecla,  we  found 
a  pumice-Hone  as  large  as  a  hogfhead,  which  had 
been  lately  thrown  out  of  the  volcano;  when  our 
guides  feeing  us  aftonimed  at  its  prodigious  fize,  faid 
they  had  feen  feveral  much  bigger,  which  ten  men 
could  not  itir. 

After  three  hours  riding  we  drew  near  to  the 
fprings,  which  are  thirty  yards  diftance  from  each 
other.  We  came  fir  ft  to  the  cold  one,  when  putting 
in  a  fmail  cane  I  had  in  my  hand,  I  was  furprized 
on  taking  it  out  again  to  fee  the  end  which  touched 
the  bottom  metamorphofed  into  iron  *.  From  thence 
we  went  to  the  boiling  fountain,  from  which  we  faw 
a  number  of  what  appeared  to  be  fowls,  of  a  red  co- 
lour, and  about  the  fize  of  ducks,  playing  in  the  wa- 
ter ;  when  being  pleafed  with  the  novelty  of  the  fight, 
we  ftood  for  fome  time  looking  at  them,  but  on  our 
approaching  nearer,  they  dived  to  the  bottom ;  but 
we  had  ho  iboner  left  it  than  they  appeared  again. 

From  this  fpring  we  travelled  to  the  fea-fide,  within 
half  a  league  of  which  we  heard  difagreeable  founds, 

*  The  author's  miliake  probably  arofe  from  the  cane  being  in- 
crufted  with  a  fvony  concretion  refembling  iron  mil, 

that 
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that  were  not  unlike  the  cries  of  perfor.  plain- 

ing. Our  ignorant  guides,  who  were  natives  of  the 
country,  would  fain  have  perfuaded  us  that  they  were 
the  lamentations  of  the  damned,  who,  when  the  devil 
had  roafted  them  in  the  flames  of  Hecla,  cooled  them 
by  plunging  them  amongft  the  ice  on  the  coaft  ;  and 
that  they  were  thus  alternately  tormented,  by  mak- 
ing them  feel  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold.  On 
pur  arrival  at  the  coaft  we  found  that  thefe  imaginary 
•complaints  were  only  occafioned  by  the  agitation  of 
the  ice  and  water  driven  violently  againft  the  rocks 
by  the  wind. 

Having  feen  all  that  was  worth  obfervation,  wc 
returned  to  Kirkebar,  where  we  arrived  on  the  i  6th 
of  September ;  and  having  Raid  a  few  hours  in  the 
town,  went  on  board,  when  we  found  the  governor 

of  the  inland,   accompanied  1".-  the  bifhop  of  v 
tholt,  who,    hearing  that  we  had  been  at  Zembla, 
came  to  fee  our  mips,  and  to  difcourfe  with  us. 

As  Iceland  abounds  in  rich  paftures,  it  produces 
great  plenty  of  all  forts  of  cattle,  and  the  bealts 
that  feed  in  thefe  paftures  are  fo  fond  of  an  herb 
called  caitophe,  that  the  inhabitants  are  forced  to 
prevent  their  eating  too  much  of  it,  for  fear  they 
ihould  burft  themicives  •,  but  though  the  fields  look 
green  and  pleafant,  yt\  the  north  <  .It  wind,  which 
Blows  here  with  greatvi  (b  verj  cold,  that 

no  wheat,  or  an  n  hi  to  make  bread 

grow  there. 

The  Icelanders  for  the  moil  part,  dwell  in  ca- 
vern1, hewn  out  of  the  roi  fl  live  in  huts 
built  after  the  manner  of  thofe  in  Lapland,  fome  with 
wood,  and  others  with  fifh  bi  i  ;,  covered  with  turf; 
and  both  they  and  theil  lie  under  the  fame 
roof.  Their  bed  pofed  oi  hay  or  draw, 
upon  which  they  lie  in  their  cloaths,  with  (kins  uj 
them,  and  make  bin  for  the  whole  family. 
Both  the  men  and  women  have  very  difkj 
I              they  ;>rc  fw  Nor- 
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v  egians,  in  coats  made  of  the  fkins  of  the  fea-calf 
with  the  hair  outward,  with  no  other  linen  than  iack- 
cloth.  They  live  by  fiihing,  and  are  very  nafly. 
[The  food  of  the  poor  is  very  coarfe,  it  confiding 
of  a  fort  of  ltock-lifh  pounded  with  a  ftone,  very  bad 
butter  and  cheefe,  and  no  other  drink  but  water, 
milk,  or  whey  -,  yet  on  this  hard  tare  many  of  them 
are  laid  to  live  without  the  help  of  a  phyfician  to  a 
hundred  and  fifty  years  of  age.]  Moll  of  them  pre- 
tend to  witchcraft,  and  are  laid  to  worfhip  the  devil 
under  the  name  of  Kobald,  who,  it  is  pretended, 
frequently  appears  to  them  under  a  human  ihape. 
They  have  alio  a  kind  of  houfhold  god  cut  out  of  a 
piece  of  wood  with  a  knife,  who  is  extremely  hideous  ; 
this  idol  they  adore  privately,  and  hide  it  for  fear  of 
the  Lutheran  ministers,  who  endeavour  to  inftruct 
them  in  the  principles  of  Chriftianity. 

Three  days  after  our  coming  on  board,  we  took 
the  opportunity  of  a  north  wind,  and  fet  fail.  We 
continued  our  courfe  to  the  fouth  fouth-eaft,  and  at 
length  happily  arrived  at  Copenhagen,  where  having 
fal u ted  the  cattle,  we  dropt  anchor,  and  went  alhore. 

His  majefty  being  informed,  on  our  entering  the 
city,  that  we  had  brought  fome  Zemblians  with  us, 
commanded  us  to  bring  them  to  court,  which  we  im- 
mediately did,  every  body  gazing  at  them  as  if  they 
had  been  born  in  another  world.  The  king  himfelf 
admired  the  oddnefs  of  their  drefs,  and  the  ftrangenefs 
of  their  figures.  He  ordered  the  fteward  of  his  houf- 
hold to  give  directions  for  their  being  kept  with  care, 
well  provided  for,  and  taught  theDanim  language, 
hoping  he  might  then  get  fomething  out  of  them  re- 
lating to  their  country,  that  would  be  beneficial  to 
his  own.  He  commanded  us  to  give  him  an  account 
of  the  feveral  places  we  had  vifited,  the  manners  of 
the  people,  and  their  way  of  living :  and  having  gi- 
ven his  majefty  full  fatisfaction  with  refpccl:  to  all  he 
defned  to  know,  we  went  to  wait  upon  our  owners, 
in  order  to  inform  them  of  the  markets  we  had  met 
with,  and  what  returns  we  had  brought  home,  which 
proved  highly  to  their  advantage. 
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Monfieur    MAUPERTUIS, 

And  his  Associates  cf  the  Royal  Acadzmt 
of  Sciences. 

Made  by  Order  of  the  French  King,  to   determine 
the  Figure  of  the  Earth  at  the  Po  l  a  r  Circle. 

IN  order  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  this  undertaking, 
it  is  necelfary  to  obferve,  that  the  great  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  and  Mr.  Huygens  had  from  different  obfer- 
vations  concluded  that  the  earth  was  flatted  at  the 
poles  •,  but  upon  meafuring  the  whole  area  of  the 
meridian  that  palfes  through  France,  and  from  other 
operations,  it  was  concluded  by  feveral  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  that  t!:e 
terraqueous  globe  was  prominent  at  the  poles.  Hence 
the  members  became  divided  in  their  fentiments, 
and  perplexed  by  their  own  enquiries,  upon  lb  im- 
portant a  fubjecl,  that  was  juftly  confidered  as  having 
a  real  influence  upon  aitronomy  and  navigation.  To 
put  an  end  to  this  difpute,  the  French  king  refolved 
that  it  fhould  be  finally  decided,  and  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  academy,  an  order  was  ctifpatched  from 
court  for  a  certain  number  of  the  members  to  go 
and  meafure  the  lirlt  degree,  of  the  meridian  at  the 
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equator*.  Thefe,  fays  Monf.  Maupertuis,  fet  out  a 
whole  year  before  us.  The  red  were  commiffioned 
northward  to  meafure  the  remoteft  degree  they  could 
reach :  and  the  fame  alacrity,  the  fame  zeal  to  ferve 
their  country  appeared  in  thofe  who  were  to  endure 
the  rage  of  the  equator  funs,  and  thofe  who  were  to 
freeze  beneath  the  polar  circle.  The  travels  in  the 
north  were  wrote  by  Monf.  Maupertuis,  and  we  mail 
give  them  in  his  manner. 

The  company  deftined  for  the  north,  fays  he,  was 
compofed  of  four  academicians,  Meflrs.  Clairaur, 
Camus,  Le  Monnier,  and  myfelf ;  the  abbe  Outhier, 
and  M.  Celfius,  the  celebrated  profeffor  of  aftronomy 
at  Upfal,  alfo  afliiled  at  all  our  operations,  and  their 
abilities  and  advice  were  of  fingular  ufe  to  us. 

No  fooner  was  the  veffcl  that  carried  us  arrived  at 
Stockholm,  than  we  refolved  without  lofs  of  time  to 
fet  out  for  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  of  Bothnia, 
where  we  might  judge  which  fide  of  the  gulph  was 
proper  for  our  operations,  better  than  we  could  do 
by  trufting  to  our  charts. 

We  arrived  at  Tornea  time  enough  to  fee  the  fun 
perform  his  courfe  for  feveral  days  together  without 
fetting  •,  a  fight  which  ftrikes  with  wonder  an  inha- 
bitant of  the  temperate  zones,  even  though  he  knows 
it  is  what  muft  neceifarily  happen  in  that  climate. 

"We  had  flattered  ourfelves  with  the  hopes  of  per- 
forming our  operations  upon  the  coafts  of  the  gulph 
of  Bothnia,  where  we  mould  have  the  convenience 
of  tranfporting  ourfelves  and  our  infbruments  to  the 
different  itations  by  fea,  and  where  the  many  advan- 
tageous points  of  view,  from  the  iflands  in  all  our 
charts,  feemed  to  promife  us  fuccefs.  But  when  we 
went  with  great  impatience  to  view  them,  all  our 
labour  ferved  only  to  convince  us,  that  this  defign 
was  impracticable.  The  iflands  that  line  the  coafts 
of  the  gulph,  and  the  coafts  themielves,  which  we 

*  See  Ulloa's  voyage  in  vol.  i.  of  this  collection. 
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had  fancied  to  be  fo  many  promontories,  that  might 
furnifn  us  with  diftant  points  of  view  from  one  to 
another.,  lay  nil  of  them  fo  low  upon  the  furface  of 
the  water,  that  at  a  fmall  diitance,  the  convexity  of 
the  earth  mull  arile  between  them  and  us.  So  that 
after  feveral  voyages  in  purfuance  of  our  nrft  defign 
of  making  ufe  of  thefe  iflands,  we  were  at  laft  ob- 
liged to  give  it  up. 

We  now  refolved  to  endeavour  to  perform  our 
operations  upon  the  tops  of  the  mountains  to  the 
northward  of  Tornea,  though  it  appeared  next  to  im- 
poffible.  In  the  defarts  of  a  country  lcarcely  habi- 
table, in  that  immenfe  foreft  which  extends  from 
Tornea  to  Cape  Nord,  we  muft  go  through  operations 
that  are  not  eafy,  even  where  no  convenience  is 
wanting.  There  were  but  two  ways  of  penetrating 
into  thefe  defarts,  both  of  which  we  mult  prove  •, 
one  the  failing  up  a  river  full  of  cataracts,  the 
other  croffing  thick  woods  and  deep  marfhes  on 
foot ;  and  if  we  mould  be  able  to  make  our  way  into 
the  country,  we  muft,  after  the  moll  painful  marches, 
be  obliged  to  clamber  up  fteep  rocks,  and  to  clear 
the  tops  of  mountains  of  the  wood  that  would  in- 
tercept our  light.  In  thefe  departs  we  mould  be 
forced  to  take  up  with  the  moil:  wretched  diet,  beex- 
pofed  to  the  flies,  which  in  this  feafon  are  lb  insuffer- 
able as  to  drive  the  Laplanders  and  their  rain-deer 
from  their  habitations,  to  feck  lhelter  on  the  coaltsof 
the  ocean.  We  were,  in  fine,  to  undertake  this 
work  without  knowing,  or  being  able  to  inform  our- 
felves,  whether  it  was  practicable,  whether  the  want 
of  one  mountain  might  not,  after  all  our  toils,  in- 
terrupt the  Series  of  our  triangles  •,  or  whether  it 
would  be  poflible  to  find  upon  the  river  a  bail-  by 
which  they  might  be  connected.  Rut  it  we  mould 
furmount  all  thefe  obftacles,  we  mould  Hill  have  the 
labour  of  building  obiervatories  on  the  moll  northerly 
of  the  mountains  •,  the  trouble  of  carrying  thither  as 
numerous  a  collection  of  inilruments  as  is  perhaps  to 

be 


MONS.  MAUPERTUIS.  6s 

fee  ieen  in  Europe,  and  of  making  there  the  niceft 
affronomical  obfervations :  but  we  were  fo  far  from 
being  deterred  by  thefe  difficulties,  that  the  profpect 
#f  conquering  them  filled  us  with  pleafure. 

We  kt  out  from  Tornea  on  Friday  the  6th  of  July 
1736,  with  a  company  of  Finland  foldiers,  and  a 
good  number  of  boats  laden  with  inftruments  and 
provifions.  We  began  our  journey  by  facing  up  the 
great  river,  which,  riling  in  the  inmoft  parts  of  Lap- 
land, purfues  its  courfe  till  it  falls  into  the  gulph  of 
Bothnia ;  having  firft  divided  itfelf  into  two  branches 
that  form  the  ifle  of  Swertzar,  where  is  built  a  town 
of  the  fame  name  in  the  latitude  of  6$°  51'.  From 
this  day  forward,  our  only  habitation  was  the  defarts, 
and  our  time  was  fpent  on  the  fummits  of  thofe 
mountains  which  we  were  to  connect  by  our  triangles* 

After  a  voyage  of  twelve  hours,  we  landed  in  the 
evening  at  Korpikyla,  an  hamlet  by  the  river-fide, 
inhabited  by  Finlanders  •,  and  having  for  fome  time 
travelled  on  foot  acrofs  the  forefl,  arrived  at  the 
bottom  of  a  fteep  mountain  called  Niva,  whole 
•fummit,  which  is  a  bare  rock,  we  chofe  for  our  firft 
Nation.  Upon  the  river  we  had  been  tormented  by 
great  flies  with  green  heads,  that  fetched  blood  where- 
ever  they  fixed  :  but  on  the  top  of  this  mountain  we 
were  peftered  with  feveral  other  kinds  that  were  ftill 
more  intolerable.  By  good  luck  we  found  two  Lap- 
land girls  tending  a  fmall  herd  of  rein -deer,  but  al- 
moft  hid  in  the  fmoke  of  a  great  fire  they  had 
kindled :  and  being  told,  on  enquiry,  that  they  thus 
defended  themfelves  from  the  flies,  we  had  imme- 
diately recourfe  to  the  fame  method. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  atone  in  the  morning,  M.f. 
Camus  and  I  left  our  company  upon  Niwa,  to  re- 
connoitre the  mountains  to  the  northward.  We 
travelled  up  the  river  to  a  high  mountain  called 
Avafaxa,  where  having  cleared  its  top  of  the  trees, 
we  caufed  a  iignal  to  be  built.  Our  fignais  were 
hollow  cones,  compofed  of  a  great  many  large  trees, 
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dripped  of  the  hnrk,  by  which  means  they  were 
white  enough  to  be  vifible  at  ten  or  twelve  leagues 
d  ilia  nee. 

This  being  finifned,  we  came  do  An  from  Ava- 
faxa,  and  embarking  on  the  little  river  of  Tcnglio, 
which  falls  into  the  great  river  at  the  foot  of  this 
mountain-,  we  directed  our  courfe  upward  to  the 
nearer:  place  we  could  find,  to  a  mountain  that 
feemed  to  fuit  our  purpofe ;  and  from  thence  a 
march  of  three  hours,  over  a  morals,  brought  us  to 
the  foot  of  Horrilakero.  Though  extremely  fa- 
tigued, we  got  to  the  top  of  it,  and  fpent  the  night 
in  cutting  down  the  wood  that  covered  it.  Moil 
part  of  this  mountain  is  a  reddifh  ftone,  interfperfed 
with  a  kind  of  white  cryflal.  Here  the  flies,  more 
mercilefs  than  thofe  at  T\iwa,  were  not  to  be  driven 
off  by  fmoke,  and  we  were  obliged,  notwithstanding 
the  exceffive  heats,  to  wrap  our  heads  in  our  capp- 
mudes,  a  fort  of  gown  made  of  rein-deer  fkins, 
and  to  cover  ourfclves  with  branches  of  fir,  and 
even  whole  trees,  which  rather  liifled  than  defended 
us  from  thefe  troublefome  infects. 

Having  cut  down  all  the  wood  on  the  top  of 
Horrilakero,  and  built  a  fignal,  we  returned  by  the 
fune  road  to  our  boats,  which  we  had  drawn  upon 
the  bank.  It  is  indeed  no  hard  matter  to  drag 
along,  or  even  to  carry  the  boats  ufed  in  the  rivers  of 
Lapland.  A  few  thin  fir  boards  com  pole  the  whole 
vefiel,  which  is  lb  extremely  light  and  flexible,  that 
its  beating,  with  all  the  forces  of  the  if  ream,  againlt 
the  Hones,  which  thefe  rivers  are  full  of,  does  it 
no  manner  of  harm.  It  is  terrible  to  thofe  not  ac- 
cudomed  to  it,  and  aftonifhing  even  to  thofe  who 
arc,  to  fee  one  of  thefe  weak  veflels  drive  down  a 
cataract,  in  a  torrent  of  foam  and  llones,  fometimes 
ed  aloft  in  the  air,  and  the  next  moment  loll  in 
the  deep.  A  bold  Finlander  fteers  it  with  a  long 
oar,  while  his  two  companions  row  hard  to  favc  t 
from  the  purfuing  waves  that  threaten  every  mo- 
ment 
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ment  to  overwhelm  it.  Yoii  may  then  fee  the  whole 
keel  by  turns  raifed  above  water,  and  leaning  only 
with  one  extremity  on  the  top  of .  a  yielding  billow. 
With  fuch  courage  and  addrefs  do  thefe  Finlanders 
pafs  the  cataracts ;  but  their  art  and  fkill  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  boats  upon  other  occafions,  is  no 
lefs  remarkable :  a  tree,  branches  and  all,  commonly 
ferves  them  both  for  malt  and  fail. 

We  now  embarked  again  on  the  Tenglio,  which 
brought  us  down  into  the  river  of  Tornea  on  our 
return  to  Korpikyla.  At  four  leagues  from  Avafaxa 
we  left  our  boats,  and  after  an  hour's  walk  over 
the  foreft,  reached  the  foot  of  Cuitaperi,  a  fleep 
mountain  -,  its  fummit  is  a  rock  covered  with  rnofs, 
affording  an  extenfive  profpect  all  round,  and  to  the 
fouth  taking  in  the  gulph  of  Bothnia  :  here  we  erected 
a  fignal,  whence  we  could  difcover  all  the  others  we 
had  raifed,  and  then  continued  our  courfe  down  the 
river.  Between  Cuitaperi  and  Korpikyla  we  found 
fome  frightful  cataracts,  where  the  Finlanders  always 
fet  their  paffengers  afhore  ;  but  our  exceffive  fatigue 
made  us  chufe  rather,  to  riik  the  paffage  in  the  boat 
than  to  walk  only  an  hundred  yards.  At  laft,  on  the 
evening  of  the  nth,  we  joined  our  friends  on  the 
top  of  Niwa,  who  had  deicried  our  fignals,  but  from 
the  continual  fogs,  were  unable  to  make  any  obfer- 
vations. 

The  fogs  being  at  length  difperfed  by  the  cold 
north  wind,  we  had  fuch  a  view  of  our  feveral  fig- 
nals, as  to  take  their  angles-,  and  having  Jinimed 
our  obfervations  there,  we  fet  up  fignals  at  Kakama 
and  Pullingi,'  where  having  alfo  made  our  obferva- 
tions, we  all  fet  out  for  Avafaxa. 

This  mountain  is  feated  on  the  bank  of  the  river,; 
fifteen  leagues  from  Tornea.  Its  afcent  is  difficult, 
lying  through  a  wood  that  reaches  half  way  up*  where 
it  is  interrupted  by  iteep  flippery  rocks;  and  after- 
Ward  continued  to  the  very  top  of  the  mountain  be- 
fore we  cut  down  fo  much  of  it  as  was  necefiary  to 
F  2  ope M 
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open  our  profpect.  The  north-eaft  fide  is  a  mofl 
frightful  rocky  precipice,  where  the  falcons  build 
their  nefts.  At  its  foot  runs  the  Tenglio,  by  which 
it  is  encircled.  From  its  fummit  the  profpecl:  is  the 
molt  beautiful  that  can  be  imagined  •,  to  the  fouth 
it  is  unbounded,  and  difcovers  the  courfe  of  the  ri- 
ver to  a  vaft  extent :  toward  the  eaft  the  Tenglio  may 
be  traced  in  its  pafiage  through  feveral  lakes  j  and 
the  view  is  terminated  on  the  north,  at  twelve  or 
fifteen  leagues  diftance,  by  a  prodigious  number  of 
hills  heaped  one  upon  another.  Upon  this  mountain 
we  fpent  ten  days,  during  which  curiofity  prompted 
the  inhabitants  to  pay  us  frequent  vifits,  bringing 
us  fifh  and  fheep,  and  fuch  bad  fruits  as  are  pro- 
duced in  the  woods. 

The  day  we  left  Avafaxa  we  croffed  the  polar 
circle,  and  at  three  the  next  morning,  which  was  the 
31ft  of  July,  arrived  at  Turtula,  a  hamlet  where 
they  were  cutting  their  little  crop  of  barley  and  hay. 
After  having  travelled  for  fome  time  in  the  woods, 
we  embarked  on  a  lake  that  brought  us  to  the  foot 
of  Pullingi,  the  higheff.  of  all  our  mountains,  and  of 
exceeding  difficult  accefs  •,  as  well  on  account  of  its 
fteepnefs,  as  the  depth  of  the  mofs  wherein  we  were 
obliged  to  fix  our  fteps.  Our  flay  here,  which  was  till 
the  6th  of  Auguft,  was  no  lefs  diiagreeable  than  the 
afcent  had  been  painful.  We  had  a  whole  wood  of 
the  largeft  trees  to  fell,  and  the  flies  atracked  us  \\  irh 
fuch  fury,  that  our  foldiers  of  the  regimen:  of  Weftro- 
Bothnia,  a  body  diftinguifhed  for  their  braverv  even 
in  Sweden,  and  hardened  by  the  greateft  fatigues, 
were  obliged  to  wrap  up  their  faces,  or  to  linear 
them  all  over  with  tar.  Thefe  infects  alio  poifoned 
our  victuals-,  no  fooncr  was  a  difh  ierved,  but  it  was 
quite  covered  over  with  them,  while  another  fwarm, 
with  all  the  rapacioufnels  of  birds  of  prey,  was  flut- 
tering round,  to  carry  orYibme  pieces  of  a  fheep  that 
was  drefling  for  us. 

On 
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On  the  6th  of  Auguft  we  left  this  mountain  to 
go  to  Pello,  where  we  arrived  the  fame  day,  after 
having  forced  our  way  up  four  catara&s.  Pello  is  a 
village  inhabited  by  a  few  Finlanders ;  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood is  Kittis,  the  loweft  of  all  our  mountains, 
where  was  one  of  our  fignals.  As  we  were  going 
up,  we  difcovered  a  copious  fpring  of  pure  water, 
that  refills  the  keeneft  frofts ;  for  when  we  returned 
to  Pello  about  the  end  of  winter,  while  the  fea  at  the 
bottom  of  the  gulph,  and  all  the  rivers  were  frozen 
as  hard  as  marble,  we  found  this  fpring  running  as  in 
fummer.  We  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  our  ob- 
fervations  foon  after  our  arrival,  and  the  next  day  went 
to  Turtula. 

For  a  month  pall  we  had  been  inhabitants  of  the 
defarts,  or  rather  of  the  mountain  tops ;  the  earth  or 
rocks  fpread  with  the  fkins  of  rein-deer  had  been  our 
beds ;  and  our  food  was  chiefly  fifh,  brought  us  by 
the  Finlanders,  or  which  we  ourfelves  had  caught  j 
and  berries  or  wild  fruit  that  grew  in  the  woods. 

I  left  Turtula,  in  company  with  MefTrs.  Outhier 
and  Celfus,  to  crofs  the  foreft  and  find  the  fignal 
erected  at  Niemi-,  and  a  frightful  journey  it  was. 
We  fet  out  on  foot,  and  walked  till  we  got  to  a 
brook,  where  we  embarked  in  three  little  boats ; 
but  they  paffed  with  fuch  difficulty  between  the 
ftones,  that  we  were  obliged  every  inftant  to  get  out 
of  them  and  leap  from  one  rock  to  another.  The 
brook  brought  us  to  a  lake  fo  full  of  little  yellowim 
grains  of  the  bignefs  of  millet,  that  the  whole  water 
was  difcoloured  with  them.  I  took  them  to  be  the 
chryfalis  of  fome  infecl,  and  was  tempted  to  fancy, 
that  this  infecl;  muft  be  fome  kind  of  thofe  flies  that 
fo  tormented  us,  for  I  could  think  of  no  other  fpe- 
cies  of  animals  whofe  numbers  correfponded  to  the 
quantity  of  grains  that  covered  this  large  body  of 
water.  From  the  extremity  of  this  lake  we  had  to 
walk  to  another  of  very  clear  water.  Here  we  found 
a  boat,  and  putting  our  quadrant  on  board,  refolved 
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to  follow  it  along  the  fide  of  the  lake  on  foot ;  but 
the  wood  was  fo  thick,  that  wc  were  forced  to  cut 
pur  way  through  it,  and  were  intangled  at  every  Hep 
by  the  depth  of  the  mofs,  and  the  fallen  fir-trees  that 
Jay  acrofs  our  way. 

In  allthele  woods  there  are  almoft  as  many  trees  fal- 
len as  ftanding  •,  for  the  foil,  after  it  has  reared  them 
to  a  certain  height,  can  no  longer  furnifh  the  proper 
nourishment,  nor  is  it  deep  enough  to  allow  them  to 
take  firm  root :  whence  the  lead  blafr.  of  wind  over- 
fets  them -,  and  in  all  thefe  woods  nothing  is  to  be 
feen  but  firs  and  birches  blown  down.  Time  reduces 
the  wood  pf  the  latter  to  duff,  without  affecting  the 
bark  •,  and  one  is  furprized  to  find  pretty  large  trees 
that  crumble  upon  the  flighted  touch.  This  pro! 
gave  the  Swedes  the  hint  of  covering  their  h 
with  this  bark,  and  indeed  nothing  could  be  imagin- 
ed fitter  for  the  purpofe.  In  fome  provinces  they 
cover  the  bark  with  earth,  and  form  upon  the  roof 
a  kind  of  garden,  fuch  as  are  to  be  ieen  upon  the 
houles  of  Upfal.  In  Weftro-Bothma  the  bark  is 
bound  with  fir  poles  that  hang  down  on  either  fide  of 
the  roof. 

Having  at  length  reached  a  third  lake,  which  was 
very  large,  and  the  fined  water  imaginable-,  we  put 
our  inftruments  and  baggage  on  board  two  boats  v.  ■ 
found  t]iere,  and  waited  their  return  upon  the  coait  •, 
when  we  were  ferried  over  to  the  foot  of  Niemi. 

The  fine  lakes  that  furround  this  mountain,  and  the 
many  difficulties  we  encountered  in  getting  thither, 
gave  it  the  air  of  an  inchantcd  ifland  in  romance.  On 
one  hapd  you.  fee  a  grove  of  trees  rile  from  a  plain, 
fmoQth  and  level  as  the  walks  of  a  garden;  and  at 
fuch  eafy  uiltamcs,  as  neither  to  cmbarrais  the  walks, 
nor  the  profpeel  of  the  lake  that  wafhes  the  foot  of 
the  mountain.  On  the  other,  you  have  apartments 
of  different  fizes  that  fecm  cut  by  art  in  the  n 
and  to  want  only  a  regular  roof  to  complete  then. 
rocks  them  re  To  perpendicular,  lb  high, 

and 
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and  fo  fmooth,  that  you  would  take  them  for  the 
walls  of  an  unfinifhed  palace,  rather  than  for  the 
work  of  nature.  From  this  height  we  faw  thofe  va- 
pours rife  from  the  lake  which  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try call  Haltios,  and  deem  the  guardian  fpirits  of  the 
mountains.  We  had  been  frightened  with  ftories  of 
bears  haunting  this  place,  but  faw  none.  Indeed  it 
feemed  rather  a  place  of  refort  for  fairies  and  genii, 
than  for  thofe  favage  animals. 

Having  compleated  our  obfervations,  we  left 
Niemi,  repaired  the  three  lakes,  and  got  back  to 
Turtula.  We  afterward  departed  from  thence,  and 
fet  out  for  Horrilakero,  entering  the  Tenglio  with 
four  boats.  Its  cataracts  are  troublelbme,  rather 
from  the  lownefs  of  the  water,  and  the  great  num- 
ber of  (tones,  than  the  rapidity  of  the  -dream.  As  we 
failed  along,  I  was  furprized  to  fee  upon  the  banks 
of  this  river,  rofes.  of  as  lively  a  red  as  any  in  our 
gardens,  We  compleated  our  obfervations  at  Hor- 
rilakero on  the  1 7th  of  Auguft,  and  the  next  day 
went  to  Gfwer-Tornea,  where  our  whole  company 
was  now  afTembled. 

But  afterwards  going  up  to  Avafaxa  to  take  the 
angles  that  mull  connect  the  bale,  which  we  had 
fixed  on  the  bank  of  the  river  with  our  triangles,  we 
faw  Horrilakero  all  in  flames.  This  is  an  accident 
not  uncommon  in  thefe  woods,  where  there  is  no  liv- 
ing during  the  fummer,  without  fmoakj  and  where 
the  mofs  and  firs  are  fo  combuftible,  that  a  fire  once 
kindled  will  fpread  over  fome  thoufand  acres ;  and  the 
fmoke  of  thefe  fires  have  fometimes  retarded  our  ob- 
fervations as  much  as  the  thicknefs  of  the  air.  As 
this  fire  on  Horrilakero  had  been  doubdefs  occafion- 
ed  by  our  not  taking  fufficient  care  to  extinguifh, 
thofe  we  had  kindled  there,  we  difpatched  thirty 
men  to  cut  off  its  communication  with  the  neigh- 
bouring woods.  But  three  days  afteij.  when  we  had 
finifhed  our  obfervations  at  Avafaxa,  Horrilakero, 
^as  ftill  burning  ;  we  faw  it  involved  in  a  cloud  of 
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fmoak    and  the  flames,  which   had   made  their  way 
downward  were  ravaging  all  the  foreft  be;ow. 

By  the  9th  or  September,  when  we  had  pafTed 
fixty-t'mee  days  in  thefe  delerts,  we  had  finifhed  as 
complcat  a  let  or  triangles  as  we  could  have  wifhed 
for :  and  an  undertaking  begun  in  a  manner  at  ran- 
dom, without  knowing  whether  it  was  at  ah  practi- 
cable, had  turned  out  fo  much  better  than  expecta- 
tion, that  it  looked  as  if  the  placing  of  thefe 
mountains  had  been  at  our  difpofal  We  had  built 
two  obfervatories  upon  Kirtis  in  the  one  was  a  qua- 
drant of  two  foot  radius,  a  clock  of  Mr.  Graham's, 
and  an  inftrumem  which  we  owed  to  the  fanir  gentle- 
man, contifting  of  a  telefcope,  moveable  about  an 
horizontal  axis,  which  was  to  determine  the  direc- 
tion of  our  tri  ngles  with  refpect  to  the  meridian. 
The  other  obfervatory,  which  was  much  laiger,  was 
built  fo  near  the  firit,  that  the  voice  of  him  who 
counted  the  pendulum's  vibrations,  could  be  diftinet- 
ly  heird  from  one  to  the  other.  Ar.  a  .nirablt  fector 
alfo  made  by  Mr.  Graham  took  up  iTmoft  the  whole 
room.  What  difficulty  we  had  :-.i  Carrying  up  lb  many 
inftruments  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  I  fha.ll  not 
mention  •,  it  is  fuiBcient  that  we  carried  them  up. 

"We  had  fome  ice  on  the  19th  of  September,  and 
fnow  on  the  21  ft-,  fome  parts  of  the  river  were  alfo 
frozen.  On  the  firft  of  November  it  began  to  freeze 
harder,  and  on  the  morrow  the  river  was  quite  frozen 
up.  The  ice,  which  thawed  no  more,  was  prefently 
covered  over  with  fnow ;  and  this  vaft  body  of  water, 
but  a  few  days  before  full  of  fvvans  and  other  water- 
fowl, was  now  one  imn.enfe  plain  of  ice  and  fnow. 
Our  work  was  now  in  a  manner  compleated,  we  had 
only  to  meafure  our  hale,  which  was  no  more  than 
furveving  the  ciillance  between  the  twofignals  we  had 
erecled  laft  fumm  r;  but  this  was  ro  be  done  upon 
the  ice  of  a  rivtf  in  Lapland,  at  the  dillance  of  above 
three  leagues,  in  a  country  where  the  cold  was  grow- 
ing every  day  more  intenfe.  On  the  21ft  of  De- 
cember 
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cember  this  work  was  begun.  In  this  feafon  the  fun 
but  juft  fhewed  itfelf  above  the  horizon  toward  noon ; 
but  the  long  twilights,  the  whitenefs  of  the  fnow,  and 
the  meteors  continually  blazing  in  the  Iky,  furnifhed 
us  light  enough  to  work  four  or  five  hours  every 
day.  We  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  the  curate  of 
Ofwer-Tornea,  and  at  eleven  in  the  forenoon  be- 
gan our  furvey,  attended  by  fo  great  an  equipage, 
that  the  Laplanders,  drawn  by  the  novelty  of  the 
fight,  came  down  from  the  neighbouring  mountains. 
"We  feparated  into  two  bands,  each  of  which  carried 
four  rods  of  fir,  each  thirty  feet  long.  I  fhall  fay 
nothing  of  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  this  opera- 
tion Judge  what  it  muft  be  to  walk  in  fnow  two 
feet  deep,  with  heavy  poles  in  our  hands,  which  we 
were  obliged  to  be  continually  laying  on  the  fnow, 
and  lifting  again,  in  a  cold  fo  extreme,  that  when- 
ever we  would  taite  a  little  brandy,  the  only  thing 
that  could  be  kept  liquid,  our  tongues  and  jips  froze 
to  the  cup,  and  came  away  bloody :  in  a  cold  that 
congealed  the  fingers  of  fome  of  us,  and  threatened 
us  with  ftill  more  diftnal  accidents.  While  the  ex- 
tremities of  our  bodies  were  thus  freezing,  the  reft, 
through  exceffive  toil,  was  bathed  in  fweat.  Brandy 
did  not  quench  our  thirft ;  we  muft  have  recourfe  to 
deep  wells  dug  through  the  ice,  which  were  fhut  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  opened,  and  from  which  the  water 
could  fcarcely  be  conveyed  unfrozen  to  our  lips ; 
thus  were  we  forced  to  run  the  hazard  of  the  danger- 
ous  contrail  which  ice-water  might  produce  in  our 
heated  bodies. 

Our  work,  however,  advanced  apace  ;  for  fix  days 
labour  brought  it  to  within  five  hundred  toifes,  where 
we  had  not  been  able  to  plant  our  flakes  foon  enough : 
three  of  the  gentlemen  therefore  undertook  this  office, 
while  the  abbe  Outhier  and  I  went  upon  a  pretty  ex- 
traordinary adventure.  We  had  laft  fummer  omitted 
an  obfervation  of  fmall  moment;  this  was  taking  the 
height  of  an  object  that  we  made  ufe  of  in  meafur- 
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ing  on  the  top  of  Avafaxa  -,  and  to  perform  this,  I 
undercook  to  go  with  a  quadrant  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  fo  fcrupulouOy  careful  were  we  that  no- 
thing fhould  be  wanting  to  the  perfection  of  the 
work.  Imagine  a  very  high  mountain  full  of  rocks, 
that  lie  hid  in  a  prodigious  quantity  of  mow,  as  well 
as  their  cavities,  wherein  you  may  fink  through  a 
cruft  of  fnow  as  into  an  abyfs,  and  the  undertaking 
will  fcarce  appear  poflible  :  yet  there  are  two  ways 
of  performing  it,  one  by  walking,  or  rather  Hiding 
along  upon  two  ftrait  boards  eight  feet  in  length, 
which  the  Finlanders  and  Laplanders  ufe  to  keep 
them  from  finking  into  the  fnow :  but  this  way  of 
walking  requires  long  practice.  The  other  is  by 
trufting  yourfelf  to  a  rein-deer  ufed  to  fuch  journies. 
The  machine  drawn  by  thefe  animals  is  here  a 
kind  of  boat  fcarcely  large  enough  to  hold  the  half  of 
one's  body.  As  this  travelling  in  the  fnow  is  a  kind 
of  navigation,  that  the  veffel  may  fufter  the  lels 
refinance  in  its  courfe,  it  has  a  {harp  head,  and  a 
narrow  keel,  like  an  ordinary  boat ;  and  on  this  keel 
it  tumbles  fo  from  fide  to  fide,  that  if  a  man  does 
not  take  good  care  to  balance  himfelf,  it  will  be  every 
moment  in  danger  of  overfetting.  It  is  fixed  by 
thongs  to  the  collar  of  the  rein-deer,  who,  as  foon 
as  he  finds  himfelf  on  a  firm  beaten  road,  runs  with 
incredible  fury.  If  you  would  Hop  him,  it  is  to  little 
purpofe  to  pull  a  fort  of  rein  that  is  tied  to  his 
horns :  wild  and  unmanageable,  it  will  only  make 
Jiim  change  his  track,  or  perhaps  turn  upon  you, 
and  revenue  himfelf  by  kicking.  If  this  happens  to 
a  Lanlander,  he  turns  the  boat  over  him,  and  ufes 
ir.  as  a  buckler  againft  the  attacks  of  the  rein  deer : 
but  as  we  were  itrangers  to  this  addrefs,  we  might 
have  been  killed  before  we  could  put  ourfelves  in 
fuch  a  pouure  of  defence.  We  had  nothing  to  de- 
fend us  with  but  a  little  flick  each  of  us  held  in 
his  hand,  by  way  of  rudder  to  fteer  our  courfe,  and 
keep  clear  of  the  trunks  of  trees.  In  this  manner 
i  was 
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was  I  to  climb  Avafaxa,  accompanied  by  the  abbe 
Outhier ;  but  we  were  attended  by  two  men  and  -a 
woman  of  the  country,  and  Mr.  Brunnius  their 
curate. 

The  fkfc  part  of  our  journey  was  performed  in  3. 
moment ;  for  our  flight  over  the  plain  beaten  road 
from  the  curate's  houfe  to  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain can  be  compared  only  to  that  of  birds.  And 
though  the  mountain  where  there  was  no  track  great- 
ly abated  the  fpeed  of  our  rein-deer,  they  got  at 
length  to  the  top  of  it ;  where  we  immediately  made 
the  obfervation  for  which  we  came.  In  the  mean 
while,  our  rein-deer  had  dug  deep  holes  in  the 
fnow,  where  they  brpwzed  on  the  rnofs  that  covers 
the  rocks  -,  and  the  Laplanders  had  lighted  a  great 
fire,  and  we  prefendy  joined  them  to  warm  our- 
felves. The  cold  was  fo  extreme,  that  the  heat  of 
the  fire  could  reach  only  to  a  very  fmall  djflance. 
As  the  fnowjufc  by  it  melted,  it  was  immediately 
froze  again,  forming  a  hearth  of  ice  all  round. 

Our  journey  up  hill  had  been  painful;  but  now 
our  concern  was  left  our  return  ihould  be  too  rapid. 
We  were  to  proceed  down  the  fteep  in  conveyances, 
which,  though  partly  funk  in  the  fnow,  Hid  on  not- 
withstanding, drawn  by  animals,  whole  fury  in  the 
plain  we  had  already  tried,  .and  who,  though  finking 
to  their  bellies  in  the  fnow,  would  endeavour  to 
free  themfe'lves  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  their  flight.  We 
very  foon  found  ourfelves  at  the  bottom  of  a  hill; 
a  moment  after  this  a  great  river  was  crofTed,  and  we 
were  returned  back  to  the  curate's  houfe. 

The  next  day  we  finifhed  our  furvey,  and  made 
all  poffible  hafte  back  to  Tornea  to  fecure  ourfelves 
in  the  belt  manner  we  were  able  from  the  increas- 
ing feverity  of  the  feafon.  The  town  of  Tornea, 
at  our  arrival  on  the  30th  of  December,  had  really 
a  mod  frig-fitful  afpect.  Its  little  houfes  were  bu- 
tied  to  the  tops  in  fnow,  which,  had  there  been 
any   day   light,    muit    have    efreclually  im.it  it  out. 

But 
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But  the  fhow  continually  falling,  or  ready  to  fall,  for 
the  moft  part  hid  the  fun  the  few  moments  he  might 
have  appeared  at  mid-day.  In  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary the  cold  was  increafed  to  that  extremity,  that 
Mr.  Reaumur's  mercurial  thermometers,  which  at 
Paris,  in  the  great  froft  of  1709,  it  was  thought 
flrange  to  fee  fall  to  fourteen  degrees  below  the  freez- 
ing point,  were  now  got  down  to  thirty-feven.  The 
fpirit  of  wine  in  the  others  was  frozen.  If  we  opened 
the  door  of  a  warm  room,  the  external  air  inftantly 
converted  all  the  vapour  in  it  into  fnow,  whirling  it 
round  in  white  vortexes.  If  we  went  abroad,  we 
felt  as  if  the  air  was  tearing  our  breafts  in  pieces ; 
and  the  crackling  of  the  wood  of  which  the  houfes 
are  built,  as  it  folic  by  the  violence  of  the  froft, 
continually  alarming  us  with  an  encreafe  of  cold. 
The  folitude  of  the  ftreets  was  as  great  as  if  the 
people  had  been  all  dead  :  and  in  this  country  you 
may  often  fee  people  who  have  loft  an  arm  or  leg  by 
the  froft.  The  cold,  which  is  always  very  great, 
fometimes  increafes  by  fuch  violent  and  fudden  fits, 
as  are  almoft  infallibly  fatal  to  thole  who  are  fo  un- 
happy as  to  be  expofed  to  it  -s  and  fometimes  there 
rife  fudden  tempefts  of  fnow  that  are  ftill  more  dan- 
gerous. The  winds  feem  to  blow  from  all  quarters 
at  once,  and  drive  about  the  fnow  with  fuch  fury, 
that  all  the  roads  are  in  a  moment  rendered  invi- 
fible.  Dreadful  is  the  fituation  of  a  perfon  furprifed 
in  the  fields  by  fuch  a  fcorm  •,  his  knowlege  of  the 
country,  and  even  the  mark,  he  may  have  taken  by 
the  trees,  cannot  avail  him  •,  he  is  blinded  by  the 
fnow,  and  if  lie  attempts  to  find  his  way  home  rs 
generally  loft.  In  ffrort,  during  the  whole  winter  the 
cold  was  fo  exceflive,  that  on  the  7th  of  April,  at 
five  in  the  morning,  the  thermometer  was  fallen  to 
twenty  divifions  below  the  point  of  freezing,  though 
every  afternoon  it  role  two  or  three  divifions  above 
it :  a  difference  in  the  height  not  much  lei's  than  that 
which  the  greate.it  heat  and  cold  felt  at  Paris  ufually 

produce 
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produce  in  that  inftrument.  Thus  in  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours,  we  had  all  the  variety  felt  in  the 
temperate  zones  in  the  compafs  of  a  whole  year. 

But  though  in  this  climate  the  earth  is  thus  hor- 
rible, the  heavens  prefent  the  moft  beautiful  pro- 
fpe£ts.     The  rnort  days  are  no  fooner  clofed,  than 
fires  of  a  thoufand  colours  and  figures  light  up  the 
Iky,  as  if  defigned  to  compenfate  for  the  abfence  of 
the  fun  in  this  feafon.     Thefe  fires  have  not  here,  as 
in  the  more  foutherly  climates,   any  conftant  fitua- 
tion.     Though   a   luminous  arch  is  often  feen  fix- 
ed  toward   the   north,  they  feem   more   frequently 
to  poflefs  the  whole  extent   of  the  hemifphere.     It 
would    be   endlefs    to    mention    all     the    different 
figures  thefe  meteors  afTume,  and  the  various  mo- 
tions with  which  they  are  agitated.     Their  motion 
is    moft   commonly   like   that   of  a  pair  of  colours 
waved  in  the  air,  and    the  different  tints   of  their 
light  gives  them   the  appearance  of  fo  many  vaft 
ftreamers  of  changeable  taffeta.     On    the    18th  of 
December  I  faw  a  phenomenon  of  this  kind,  that 
in  the  midft  of  all  the  wonders  to  which  I  was  now 
every  day  accuftomed,  raifed  my   admiration.     To 
the  fouth  a  great  fpace  of  the  fky  appeared  tinged 
with  fo  lively  a  red,  that  the  whole  conftellation  of 
Orion   looked  as  if  it  had  been  dipped  in   blood. 
This    light,  which  was  at  firft  fixed,  foon  moved, 
and  changing   into  other  colours,  violet   and  blue, 
fettled  into  a  dome,  whofe  top  flood  a  little  to  the 
fouth-weft  of  the  zenith.     The  moon  fhone  bright, 
but  did  not  in  the  leaft  efface  it.     In  this  country, 
where  there  are  lights  of  fo  many  different  colours,  I 
never  faw  but  two  that  were  red  •,  and  fuch  are  taken 
for  prefages  of  fome  great  misfortune.     After  all, 
when  people  gaze  at  thefe  phenomena  with  an  un^ 
philofophic  eye,    it  is  not  furprifing  if  they  difcover 
in  them  armies  engaged,  fiery  chariots,  and  a  thou- 
fand other  prodigies. 

During 
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During  the  winter  we  repeated  many  of  our  ob- 
fervations  and  calculations,  and  found  the  moft  evi- 
dent proofs  of  the  earth's  being  confiderably  flatted 
at  the  poles.  Mean  time,  the  fun  came  nearer,  or 
rather  no  more  quitted  us.  It  was  now  May,  when 
it  was  curious  enough  to  fee  that  great  luminary  en- 
lighten for  fo  long  a  time  a  whole  horizon  of  ice  -, 
and  to  fee  fummer  in  the  heavens,  while  winter  {till 
kept  pofTeflion  of  the  earth.  We  were  in  the  morn- 
ing of  that  long  day  of  fever al  months  ;  yet  the  fun 
with  all  his  power  wrought  no  change  either  upon 
the  ice  or  fnows. 

On  the  6th  of  May  it  began  to  rain,  and  fome 
water  appeared  on  the  ice  of  the  river.  At  noon  a 
little  fnow  melted  -,  but  in  the  evening,  winter  re- 
lumed his  rights.  At  length,  on  the  10th,  the  earth 
which  had  been  fo  long  hid  began  to  appear ;  fome 
high  points  that  were  expofed  to  the  lun  fhewed 
themfelves,  as  the  tops  of  the  mountains  did  after 
the  deluge,  and  all  the  fowls  of  the  country  return- 
ed. At  the  beginning  of  June,  winter  yielding  up 
the  earth  and  fea,  we  prepared  for  our  departure  back 
to  Stockholm,  and  on  the  9th  fome  of  us  let  out  by 
land  and  others  by  fea. 


I     79    1 

THE 

NATURAL     HISTORY 

O  F 

NORWAY, 

b  y 
ERICH    PONTOPPIDON, 

Bifhop  of  Bergen,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Copenhagen. 

r^TORWAY  is,  next  to  Lapland,  the  moft 
LI/^I  northern  country  of  Europe  ;  it  is  bounded 
on  the  fouth  by  the  entrance  into  the  Baltic  called 
the  Schager  Rack  or  Categate-,  on  the  weft  and 
north  by  the  northern  ocean  y  and  on  the  eaft  it  is 
parted  from  Sweden  by  a  long  ridge  of  mountains 
called  by  different  names,  but  commonly  {tiled  the 
Dofrine  mountains.  This  country  lies  between  qj" 
and  71  °  30'  north  latitude,  and  between  50  and  3  i° 
eaft  longitude;  fo  that  it  extends  about  50  30'  be- 
yond the  polar  circle.] 

Norway,  which  is  fubjed  to  the  crown  of  Den- 
mark, affords  many  curious  particulars  for  obferva- 
tion :  as,  though  we  are  yet  in  the  cold  regions  of 
the  north,  yet  we  come  now  among  inhabitants  not 
quite  fuch  ftrangers  to  the  arts  of  civil  fociety,  as  the 
Nova  Zemblians  and  Laplanders.  Of  this  country 
the  lateft  and  moft  authentic  account  is  that  of  bifhop 
Poniioppidon  ;  whofe  character,  added  to  his  being 
bifhop  of  Bergen  in  Norway,  gave  him  the  beft  oppor- 
tunities of  being  well  informed  concerning  what  he 
writes.     The  iubftance  of  his  relation  is  as  follows. 

To 
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To  the  weft  the  fea  forms  innumerable  little  iflands 
and  rocks  about  the  coaft  of  Norway,  fome  indeed 
are  nine  leagues  over,  but  the  greater  part  are  fo 
fmall,  as  to  be  inhabited  only  by  fifhermen  and  pi- 
lots :  fo  that  Norway  is  defended  by  a  rampart  which 
confifts  perhaps  of  more  than  a  million  of  (tone  co- 
lumns that  have  their  bafes  at  the  bottom  of  the  lea, 
and  their  capitals  a  few  fathoms  only  above  the  fur- 
face.  There  are  among  thefe  rocks  good  harbours, 
but  they  are  difficult  and  dangerous  of  accefs;  efpeci- 
ally  to  large  fhips  without  oars ;  but  to  prevent  acci- 
dents, as  much  as  poflible,  the  government  has  cauf- 
ed  many  hundreds  of  large  iron  rings  to  be  fixed  to 
thefe  rocks,  as  moorings  for  fhips  where  there  is  not 
room  for  anchoring. 

The  more  is  almoft  every  where  fleep,  angular, 
and  impendent ;  fo  that  the  lea  clofe  to  the  rocks  is 
three  hundred  fathoms  deep,  and  in  fome  places  no 
bottom  can  be  found :  even  creeks  which  run  ten 
leagues  up  the  country,  have  been  found  four  hun- 
dred fathoms  deep. 

Befide  the  ebb  and  flood,  there  is  a  current  or 
eddy  in  the  Norway  fea,  called  Maleftrom,  or  Mo- 
ikoeftrom.  The  ifland  Moikoe,  from  whence  this 
Itream  derives  its  name,  lies  between  the  mountain 
Hefleggen  in  Lofoden,  and  the  ifland  Ver,  which  are 
about  one  league  diftant-,  and  between  the  ifland  and 
coaft  on  each  fide  the  ftream  makes  its  way.  Be- 
tween Mofkoe  and  Lofoden,  it  is  near  four  hundred 
fathoms  deep-,  but  between  Moikce  and  Ver,  it  is 
fo  fhallow,  as  not  to  afford  paffage  for  a  fmall  (hip. 
"When  it  is  flood,  the  dream  runs  up  the  country  be- 
tween Lofoden  and  Moikoe  with  a  boiftrous  rapi- 
dity; and  when  it  is  ebb,  returns  to  the  lea  with  a 
violence  and  noiic,  unequalled  by  the  loudeft  cata- 
racts. It  is  heard  at  the  ciiibir.ee  of  many  leagues, 
and  forms  a  vortex  or  whirlpool  depth  and 

extent-,  fo  violent,  that  if  a  (hip  comes  near  it,  it  is 
immediately  drawn  irrefiftibly      .      .  whirl  and  there 
4  i  pears ; 
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difappears-,  being  abforbed  and  carried  down  to  the 
bottom  in  a  moment,  where  it  is  dafhed  to  pieces 
againft  the  rocks :  and  juft  at  the  turn  of  ebb  and 
flood,  when  the  water  becomes  ftill  for  about  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  it  rifes  again  in  fcattered  fragments, 
fcarcely  to  be  known  for  the  parts  of  a  Ihip.  When 
it  is  agitated  by  a  ftorm,  it  has  reached  veffels  at  the 
diflance  of  more  than  a  Norway  mile,  where  the 
crews  have  thought  themfelves  in  perfect  fecurity. 
Perhaps  it  is  hardly  in  the  power  of  fancy  to  con- 
ceive a  fituation  of  more  horror,  than  of  being  thus 
driven  forward  by  the  fudden  violence  of  an  impetu- 
ous torrent  to  the  vortex  of  a  whirlpool,  of  which 
the  noife  and  turbulence  ftill  increafing  as  it  is  ap- 
proached, are  an  earnell  of  quick  and  inevitable 
deftruction  j  while  the  wretched  victims  in  an  agony 
of  defpair  and  terror,  cry  out  for  that  help  which 
they  know  to  be  impoflible,  and  fee  before  them 
the  dreadful  abyfs  in  which  they  are  about  to  be. 
plunged  and  dafhed  among  the  rocks  at  the  bottom. 

Even  animals  which  have  come  too  near  the  vor- 
tex, have  expreffed  the  utmoft  terror,  when  they 
find  the  ftream  irrefiftible.  Whales  are  frequently 
carried  away,  and  the  moment  they  feel  the  force 
Of  the  water,  they  ftruggle  againft  it  with  all  their 
might,  howling  and  bellowing  in  a  frightful  man- 
ner. The  like  happens  frequently  to  bears,  who  at- 
tempt to  fwim  to  the  ifland  to  prey  upon  the  fheep„ 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Kircher,  that  the  Maleftrom 
is  a  fea  vortex,  which  attracts  the  flood  under  the 
ihore  of  Norway,  and  difcharges  it  again  in  the 
gulph  of  Bothnia  :  but  this  opinion  is  now  known 
to  be. erroneous,  by  the  return  of  the  mattered  frag- 
ments of  whatever  happens  to  be  fucked  down  by 
it.  The  large  flems  of  firs  and  pines  rife  again  io 
ihivered  and  fplintered,  that  the  pieces  look  as  if  co- 
vered with  briftles.  The  whole  phenomena  are  the 
effects  of  the  violence  of  the  daily  ebb  and  flood, 

Vol.  IV.  G  occafioned 
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occafioned  by  the  contraction  of  the  ftream  in   its 
courfe  between  the  rocks. 

The  climate  of  Norway  is  much  more  various  than 
in  moil  other  European  countries,  it  extending  three 
hundred  Norway  miles  *  from  Cape  Lindefnaes  in  the 
fouth,  to  the  north  cape  on  the  borders  of  Ruffia.  In 
the  fummer  nights  the  horizon,  when  unclouded,  is 
fo  clear  and  luminous,  that  at  midnight  one  may  do 
all  kinds  of  work  as  in  the  day  ;  and  in  the  extremi- 
ty of  this  country  toward  the  iilands  of  Finmark,  the 
fun  is  continually  in  view  in  the  midft  of  fummer, 
and  is  obferved  to  circulate  day  and  night  round  the 
north  pole.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  depth  of 
winter  the  fun  is  invifible  for  ibrr.e  weeks  •,  all  the 
light  perceived  at  noon  being  a  faint  glimmering  of 
about  an  hour  and  a  halt's  continuance ;  which,  as 
the  fun  never  appears  above  the  horizon,  chiefly 
proceeds  from  the  reflexion  of  the  rays  on  the  higheft 
mountains,  whole  fummits  are  feen  more  clearly  than 
any  other  objects.  But  befide  the  moon-fhine,  which 
by  reflexion  from  the  mountains  is  exceeding  bright 
in  the  valleys,  the  people  receive  confiderable  relief 
from  the  Aurora  Borealis,  or  northern  lights,  which 
often  afford  them  all  the  light  neceflary  to  their 
ordinary  labours. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  Norway,  the  cold  of  winter  ge- 
nerally lets  in  about  the  middle  of  October,  ;\nd 
laits  till  the  middle  of  April.  The  waters  are  con- 
gealed to  a  thick  ice,  and  the  mountains  and  i . 
covered  with  fnow.  However,  this  is  of  luch  im- 
portance to  the  welfare  of  the  country.  that  in  a  mild 
winter,  the  peafants  who  live  among  the  mount 
are  confiderable  fufferers:  lor  without  fevere  frolt 
and  fnow,  they  can  neither  convey  the  limber 

*  The  common  miles  of  Norway  r.re  computed  to  be  about  one 
fourth  larger  than  a  German  mile,  or  nearly  equal  to  live  or  fix 
Englifh  miles. 

7  have 
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have  felled  to  the  rivers,  nor  carry  their  com,  butter9 
furs,  and  other  commodities,  in  their  fledges,  to  th© 
market-towns ;  and  after  the  lale  of  them  carry  back 
the  neceffaries  they  are  there  fupplied  with.  For  the 
larger!  rivers,  with  their  roaring  cataracts,  are  ar- 
retted in  their  coiirfe  by  the  froft,  and  the  very 
fpittle  is  no  fooner  out  of  the  mouth,  than  it  is 
congealed,  and  rolls  along  the  ground  like  hail.  But 
the  wife  Creator  has  given  the  inhabitants  of  this  cold 
climate  a  greater  variety  of  prefervatives  againft  the 
weather,  than  moft  countries  afford.  Extenfive 
forefts  fupply  them  with  plenty  of  timber  for  build- 
ing, and  for  fuel:  the  wool  of  the  fheep,  and  the 
furs  and  fkins  of  wild  beads,  furnifh  them  with 
warm  lining  for  their  cloaths,  and  covering  for  their 
beds :  innumerable  flights  of  wild  fowl  fupply  them 
with  down  and  feathers  :  the  mountains  themfelves 
ferve  them  for  fences  againft  the  north  and  eafl  winds3 
and  their  caverns  afford  them  fhelter. 

But  while  the  winter  rages  thus  in  the  eafl  of 
Norway,  the  lakes  and  bays  on  the  weft  fide  are 
kept  open  by  the  warm  exhalations  of  the  ocean, 
though  lying;  in  a  dire 6b  line  with  thefe  frozen 
eaflern  parts  •,  and  the  frofts  are  feldom  known  to 
Iaft  above  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  Even  in  the 
centre  of  Germany,  which  is  two  hundred  leagues 
nearer  the  line,  the  winters  are  generally  more  fevere, 
and  the  frofls  fharper  than  in  the  diocefe  of  Bergen  : 
for  here  the  inhabitants  often  wonder  to  read  in  the 
public  papers,  of  froft  and  fnow  in  Poland  and  Ger- 
many, when  they  feel  no  fuch  weather.  The  har- 
bours of  Amfterdam,  Hamburgh,  Copenhagen,  and 
Lubeck,  are  frozen  ten  times  oftener  than'  ours  •,  for 
with  us  this  feldom  happens  above  two  or  three  times 
in  a.  whole  century.  Thus  our  winter  at  Bergen  is 
fo  moderate  that  the  feas  are  always  open  to  the 
fifhermen  and  mariners,  and  here  the  north  fea  con- 
tinues navigable  during- the  whole  winter  as  far  as 
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In  the  fummer  months  the  weather  is  not  only 
warm  but  very  hut.  Thefe  violent  heats,  which  are, 
however,  of  fhort  duration,  may  be  partly  derived 
from  the  valleys  incloied  wiihin  high  mountains, 
where  the  reverberation  of  the  rays  of  the  fun  on 
all  fides  heat  the  air ;  and  as  theFe  is  almoft  no  night, 
neither  the  atmofphere  nor  the  mountains  have  time 
to  cool.  Indeed  there  cannot  be  a  more  decifive 
proof  of  the  hammer's  heat  in  Norway,  than  that  fe- 
veral  vegetables  (and  particularly  barley)  grow  up 
and  ripen  within  fix  weeks  or  two  months. 

The  air  is  pure  and  falubrious,  efpecially  in  the 
middle  of  the  country  about  the  mountains,  where  ■ 
the  inhabitants  know  little  of  ficknefs.  Phyficians 
are  only  to  be  found  in  the  chief  towns,  where  they 
are  eftablifhed  with  a  public  falary,  but  have  gene- 
rally very  little  employment.  However,  Bergen  and 
all  the  eaftern  coaft,  is  fo  lubjeel  to  frequent  rains, 
that  the  women,  when  they  go  abroad,  in  all  wea- 
thers wear  a  woollen  or  filken  black  veil  over  their 
heads,  while  the  men  fecure  themfelves  by  wearing 
rain-hats,  made  like  umbrellas. 

Norway  contains  a  vaft  number  of  mountains, 
fome  of  which  extend  themfelves  in  a  long  chain 
from  north  to  fouth,  while  others  are  fcattered  about, 
and  furrounclcd  by,  a  level  country.  The  chain  al- 
ready mentioned  is  faid  to  equal  at  lead  the  Alps  in 
height ;  and  abounds  with  frightful  caverns  of  an 
amazing  extent.  Hearing  at  the  parlbnage  of  Oer- 
fkoug,  that  from  the  fide  of  a  neighbouring  moun- 
tain called  Limer,  ifilied  a  dream,  over  which  was  a 
cavern,  I  refolvcd  to  take  ;"xview  of  it,  and  furnilhed 
myfelf  with  a  tinder-box,  candies,  a  Lanthorn,  and  a 
long  line  to  lerve  me  as  a  clue  to  find  the  way  out. 
The  afcent  to  it  being  extremely  deep,  we  were  ob- 
liged to  climb  with  our  hands  as  well  as  feet,  and 
fjmetimes  were  nard  put  to  it  to  clear  our  way  through 
the  bullies.  After  getting  through  the  thicket  which 
almofl:  hides   the  mouth  of  the  cavern,   1   beheld   a 
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vaulted  pafTage  of  pure  marble  without  the  lead  flaw, 
,but  with  feveral  angles  and  protuberances  fo  bright 
as  to  refemble  a  pafte  moulding  into  fmooth  globu- 
lar forms.  The  paffage  continues  about  one  hun- 
dred paces  in  a  ftraight  direction ;  then  winds  to  the 
.right  with  afcents  and  defcentSi  in  fome  places  grow- 
ing narrower,  and  in  others  widening  to  double  its 
former  breadth,  which  was  about  four  or  five  ells : 
thus  two  perfons  might  go  abreafr,  only  we  were 
now  and  then  obliged  to  ftoop  and  even  creep, 
when  we  felt  a  damp  vapour,  which  prevented*  my 
going  fo  far  as  I  intended.  Another  thing  remark- 
able was  the  terrible  roaring  of  the  waters  under  us, 
the  courfe  of  which  was  what  moft  excited  my  won- 
der, as  over  it  lies  a  pavement  of  fmooth  flone,  in- 
clining a  little  on  each  fide,  but  fiat  in  the  middle, 
and  not  above  three  fingers  thick,  with  fome  cre- 
vices, through  which  the  water  may  be  feen. 

The  inhabitants  of  a  mountainous  country  may  be 
faid  to  labour  under  more  inconveniencies  than 
others.  Thus  the  arable  ground  is  here  but  little  in 
.-eomparifon  with  the  wafbes  and  defarts,  which  obliges 
the  inhabitants  to  procure  half  of  their  fubfiltence 
from  the  fea :  the  villages  are  fmall,  and  the  houfes 
Scattered  among  the  valieys.  But  in  fome  places  the 
peafants  houfes  ftand  fo  high,  and  on  the  edge  of 
ileep  precipices,  that  ladders  are  fixed  to  climb  up 
to  them  :  fo  that  when  a  clergyman  is  fent  for,  who 
is  unpractifed  in  the  road,  he  rifles  his  life  in  afcend- 
jng  them,  efpecially  in  winter,  when  the  ways  are 
ilippery.  In  fuch  places  the  bodies  of  the  dead  mufl 
be  let  down  with  ropes,  or  be  brought  on  men's 
backs  before  they  are  laid  in  a  coffin,  and,  at  fome 
;diftance  from  Bergen,  the  mail  mufl  likewife  in  winter 
be  drawn  over  the  fteepeft  mountains. 

One  of  the  principal  inconveniences,  efpecially  t© 
travellers,  arifes  from  the  roads :  they  cannot  with- 
out terror  pafs  feveral  places,  even  in  the  king's  road 
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over  the  fides  of  ftccp  and  civ  untains;   on 

ways  that  are  either  fhored  up,  01  I  by  iron 

bolts  fixed  in  the  mountains,  and  chough  not  above 
the  breadth  of  a  foot  path,  have  no  rafts  on  the  : 
If  two  travellers  were  to  meet  there  in  the  night,  and 
not  fee  each  other  foon  <nough  to  flop  where  the 
will  fufifer  them  to  pais,  it  appears  to  me,  as  it 
does  to  others  whom   I  have  afked,  that  they  mud 
flop  fhort,  without  being  able  to  pafs  by  eacl 
or  to  find  a  turning  for  their  horfcs,  or  even  to  alight. 
The  only  refource  I  can  imagine  in  thi    i 
that  one  mud  endeavour  to  cling  to  fome  cliff  of  this 
fleep  mountain,  or  if  help  be  at  hand,  be  drawn  up 
by  a  rope,  and  then  throw  his  horfc  headlo 
a  tremendous  precipice,  in  order  to  i  room  for 

the  other  traveller  to  pais. 

Another  evil  rcfulnng  from  the  mountains,  is  the 
fhelter  they  afford  in  their  caverns  and  clefts  to  the 
wild  beafls,  which  render  it  difficult  to  extirpate 
them.  It  is  not  eafy  todcfciibe  the  havock  made  by 
the  lynxes,  foxes,  bears,  and  especially  wolves,  among 
the  cattle,  and  other  ufeful  animals.  It  often  hap- 
pens, that  the  cows,  fheep,  and  goats  belonging  to 
the  peafants  fall  down  the  precipices  and  arc  deftroy- 
ed.  Sometimes  they  make  a  falfe  itep  into  a  projec- 
tion called  a  mountain- hammer,  where  they  can 
neither  afcend  nor  defcend :  on  this  occafion  a  peafant 
chearfully  ventures  his  life  for  a  fheep  or  a  goat ;  and 
defcending  from  the  top  of  a  mountain  by  a  ro}  e  of 
fome  hundred  fathoms  in  length,  he  flings  his  body 
on  a  crofs  flick,   till  lie  can  fct  !•  on  the  | 

v  !;<  re  his  goat  is-,    when    he  fallens  it  to  the  rope  to 
be  drawn  up  i  I  ith  himfelf.      But    the  mod 

amazing  circumftance  is,  he  runs  this  rifk  with  the 
help  perfon,  who  holds  the  end  of 

it    to   a   (lone,   if  there  I 

hand.     ';  the  aflhtant  himfelf 

tcrificinj 
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rifhed,    On  thefe  melancholy  accidents,  when  man 

or  beait  tails  fome  hundred  fathoms  down  the  pre- 
cipices, it  is  obferved  that  the  air  prelTes  with  fuch 
force  againft  their  bodies  thus  falling,  that  they  arc 
not  only  deprived  of  life  long  before  they  reacn  the 

ground,  but  their  bellies  burlt,  and  their  entrails 
gulh  out  ;  which  is  plainly  the  Cafe  when  they  fall 
into  deep  water. 

On  the  other  hand,   a  great  chain  ot  thefe  moun- 
tains ferve  as  a  barrier  between  Norway  and  Sweden, 
and   are  excellent  natural  fortreifes  for  the  defence 
of  thofc  ftates.     Betide,   thefe  mountains  exhibit  the 
moil  delightful  profpects  :    nature  has  here  been  molt 
profufely  favourable  in  adding  greater  beauties  to  the 
iituation  of  cottages  and.  farm-houfes,  than  can  be 
enjoyed  by  royal   palaces  in  other  countries,  though 
ailiited  with  all  the  varieties  ot  groves,   terralies,  ea- 
nals,  and  cafcades.     A   predeccllbr  of  mine  is   laid 
to    have  given  the  name  of  the  Northern   Italy   to 
the  diilricl  of  Waas,   which  lies  fome  leagues  to  the 
eallward  of  Bergen;  and  certainly  there  cannot  be  a 
more  inchanting  profpect.     All  the  buildings  in  ic 
are  the  church,  the  parfonage,  and  a  few  farm-houfes 
Scattered  on  different  eminences.     The  beauty  of  the 
place  is  much  heightened    by   two  uniform    moun- 
tains gradually  riling  to  a  vail  height,  betwixt  which 
runs  a  valley    near   half  a  league  in  breadth,  and  a 
river  which  lbmctimcs   precipitates    itfelf  down    the 
rocks  in  foaming  cataraels,  and  at  others  fpreads  it- 
felf into  fmall  lakes.     On    both   tides   ir    is   bordered 
with    the    linell    meadows,  intermingled    with   little 
thickets,  and  by  the  eafy  declivities  o{  the  verdant 
mountains    covered    with    fruitful    fields    and    farm- 
houfes,  Handing  above   each    other  in    a    fuccellioii 
of  natural    terralfcs.     Between   thefe  a   Hatch    foreft 
prclents  itfelf  to  the  view,  and  beyond  that,  the  lum- 
mits  of  mountains  covered    with   perpetual  fnowj 
and  Hill   beyond  thefe  ten  or  twelve  i'reams   iiiuing 
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from  the  fnow  mountain,  form  an  agreeable  contrail 
in  their  meanders  along  the  blooming  fides  of  the 
hill,  till  they  lofe  themfelves  in  the  rivers  beneath. 

From   the  many  fprings  iffuing  from  the  moun- 
tains, and  the  vaft  mafies  of  fnow  accumulated  on 
their  fummits,  whence  in   fummer  they  gently  dil- 
folve,  are  formed  many  confiderable  rivers,  the  largeft 
of  which  is  the  Glaamen  or  Glommen  ;  but  none  of 
them  are  navigable  far  up  the  country,  the  paffage 
being  every  where  interrupted  by  rocks  and  cataracts. 
The  bridges  over  them  are  no  where,  that  I  remem- 
ber, walled,  but  merely  formed  of  timber  cafes  filled 
with  (tones,  which  ferve  for  the  piers,  on  which  the 
timbers  are  laid.     The  largelt  bridge  of  this  kind  is 
a  thoufand  paces  in  length,  and  has  forty-three  ftone 
cafes.     In  many    places,  where  the  narrownefs  and 
rapidity    of  the   current  will  not   admit  of  finking 
ftone  cafes,  thick   mails  are  laid  on  each  fide  on  the 
fhore,  with  the  thickelt  end  fattened  to  the  rocks  -7 
one  malt  being  thus   laid  in  the  water,  another  is 
placed    upon  it,  reaching  a  fathom  beyond  it,  and 
then  a  third  or  fourth,  in  the  like  manner,  to  the 
middle  of  the  ftream,  where  it  is  joined  by  other 
connected  malts  from  the  oppofite  fide.     Thus  in 
pafiing  over  the  bridge,  efpeci.ally  in  the  middle,   it 
feems  to  fwing,  which  to  thofe  who  are  not  ufed  to 
thefe  bridges  appears  fo  dangerous,  that  they  alight 
from  their  horfes,  till  they  imagine  themfelves  fafe. 

"Within  the  bowels  of  fome  of  tlie  mountains  are 
the  molt  beautiful  kinds  of  marble.  The  mountains 
alfo  contain  that  furprifing  fubltance  called  the  mag- 
net or  loadltone,  in  fuch  quantities  that  fome  tons  of 
it  have  been  exported.  They  likewife  yield  the  ami- 
anthus or  afbeftos,  of  which  incombuitible  linen  or 
paper  have  been  made. 

Having  heard  of  fome  wood  petrified  by  a  certain 

fpring,   I  wrote  for  fome  famples,  and  a  large  parcel 

of  it  was  fent  me.     At  fir  ft  1   thought  it  refembled 
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liable  that  had  lain  a  long  time  in  the  water  •,  but  upon 
a  narrower  infpection,  and  drawing  out  fome  of  the 
filaments,  I  found  it  to  be  amianthus,  much  finer 
than  the  Greenland  ftone-flax,  which  the  rev.  Mr. 
Egede  fays,  is  ufed  there  as  wicks  in  the  lamps,  with- 
out being  in  the  leaft  wafted,  while  fupplied  widi  oi]L 
or  fat.  This  amianthus,  from  the  foftnefs  and  fine- 
nefs  of  its  fibres,  deferves  to  be  called  ftone-filk, 
rather  than  ftone-flax :  I  alio  made  a  wick  for  a  lamp 
of  it,  but  its  light  being  much  dimmer  than  that 
produced  by  cotton,  I  laid  it  afide.  I  have  alfo  in 
my  pofTemon  a  piece  of  paper  of  this  afbeftos,  which 
when  thrown  into  a  fierce  fire  is  not  in  the  leaft  waft- 
ed, but  what  was  written  on  it  totally  difappears. 

The  manner  of  preparing  this  ftone-filk  or  ftone- 
flax,  is  this ;  after  its  being  foftened  in  water,  it  is 
beaten  with  a  moderate  force,  till  the  fibres,  or  long 
threads,  feparate  from  each  other :  afterward  they  are 
carefully  and  repeatedly  wafhed  till  clear  of  all  terrene 
particles  j  when  the  flax  is  dried  in  a  fieve.  All  that  re- 
mains now  is  to  fpin  thefe  fine  filaments,  wherein 
great  care  is  required  :  befides  which,  the  fingers  muft 
be  foftened  with  oil,  that  the  thread  may  be  the  more 
fupple  and  pliant. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  though  this  country  thus 
abounds  in  ftones,  no  flints  have  been  yet  found  there, 
fd  that  thofe  for  fire-arms  are  imported  from  Den- 
mark or  Germany :  but  though  there  are  no  flints, 
there  are  amathifts,  garnets,  chalcedonies,  agate,  jaf- 
per,  and  cryftals. 

This  country  formerly  produced  gold,  but  the 
-expence  of  working  the  mines,  and  feparating  the 
gold  from  the  ore  being  greater  than  the  profit, 
they  have  been  neglected.  There  are,  however,  fil- 
ver  mines  of  great  value,  which  give  employment  to 
feveral  thoufand  perfons.  The  copper  mines  are 
likewife  extremely  rich,  and  employ  vaft  numbers. 
Iron  is  alfo  one  of  the  moil  profitable  products  of 
Norway ;  here  are  however  fome  lead  mines,  but 
none  of  either  tin  or  quickfilver. 

The 
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The  country  produces  wheat,  rye,  barley,  white, 
grey  and  green  peas  ;  vetches,  ufed  as  provender  for 
horfes  •,  hops,  flax,  and  hemp  ;  many  kinds  of  roots 
and  greens  for  the  kitchen,  with  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  hardy  flowers.  Several  forts  of  plums  attain 
to  a  tolerable  ripenefs,  which  can  very  feldom  be  laid 
of  peaches,  apricots,  or  grapes.  However,  apples 
snd  pears  of  feveral  kinds  are  found  all  over  the 
country  •,  but  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  are  fummer 
fruits,  which  ripen  early,  for  the  winter  fruit  feldom 
comes  to  perfection,  unlefs  the  fummer  proves  hot- 
ter, and  the  winter  fets  in  later  than  uiual. 

But    though   with  refpect  to   fruit-trees    Norway 
mu ft  be  acknowleged  inferior  to  molt  countries  in 
Europe,  yet  this  deficiency  is  liberally  compensated 
in  the  bleflings  of  inexhaustible  forefts  :  fo   that  in 
moll  provinces  immenfe  fums  are  received  from  fo- 
reigners for  malls,  beams,  planks,  boards,  &c.    Not 
to  mention  the  home  conlumption  for  houfes  built 
entirely  of  wood,  ihips,  and  bridges :  and  the   in- 
finite  number   of  foundaries,    require   an   immenfe 
quantity  of  charcoal,  in  the  fufion  of  metals,  befide 
the  demands  for  fuel  and  other  domeftic  ufes.     To 
which  mud  be  added,  that  in  many  places  the  woods 
are  felled  only  to  clear  the  ground  and  be  burnt  j  the 
allies  ferving  for  manure. 

Among  the  animals,  we  fhall  begin  with  the  ho;: 
which  are  better  for  riding  than  drawing  •,  their  walk 
is  eafy  •,  they  are  full  of  fpirit,  and  are  very  furc- 
footed  :  when  they  mount  or  defcend  a  lleep  cliff, 
on  Hones  like  Heps,  they  flrft  tread  gently  with  one 
foot,  to  try  if  the  Hone  they  touch  be  fad ;  and  in 
this  they  mull  be  left  to  themielves,  or  the  bell  rider 
will  run  the  rifk  of  his  neck.  But  when  they  are  to 
go  down  a  very  fleep  and  Qippery  place,  they,  in  a 
iurprifing  manner,  draw  their  hind-legs  together  under 
them,   and  Okie  down  *.     They  fhew  a  great  deal  of 

•  St:?  a  like  methrv.l  prattifed  by  the  rr.ulcs  o!  Peru,    in  Ulloa's 
■  ...  vol.  i.  of  this  C( 

cou- 
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courage  in  fighting  with  the  wolves  or  bears,  which 
they  are  often  obliged  to  do ;  for  when  the  horfe  per- 
ceives any  of  them  near  him,  and  has  a  mare  or 
p-elding  with  him,  he  places  them  behind  him-,  at- 
tacks his  antagonift  by  Unking  at  him  with  his  fore- 
legs, and  ufually  comes  off  conqueror.  If  he  turns 
about  to  kick  with  his  hind  legs  he  is  ruined  :  for  the 
bear,  who  has  double  his  ftren'gth,  inflantly  leaps  on 
his  back,  while  the  poor  horfe  gallops  on,  until  he 
drops  down  for  the  lofs  of  blood. 

The  Norway  cows  are  generally  of  a  yellow  co- 
lour, as  are  alfo  the  horfes  ;  they  are  fmall  •  but  their 
flelh  is  fine  grained,  juicy,  and  well  tailed. 

The  fheep  here  are  fmall,  and  refemble  thofe  of 
Denmark.  The  goats,  in  many  places,  run  wild  in 
winter  and  fummer  in  the  fields,  till  they  are  ten  or 
twelve  years  old ;  and  when  the  peafant  who  owns 
them,  is  to  catch  them,  he  muft  either  do  it  by  fome 
fnare,  or  (hoot  them.  They  are  fo  bold,  that  if  a 
wolf  approaches  them,  they  flay  to  receive  him,  and 
if  they  have  dogs  with  them,  they  will  refill  a  whole 
herd.  They  frequently  attack  the  fnakes,  and  when 
they  are  bit  by  them,  not  only  kill  their  antagonifts 
but  eat  them,  after  which  they  are  never  known  to-' 
die  of  the  bite,  though  they  are  ill  for  feveral  days. 
The  owner  warms  their  own  milk,  and  wafnes  the 
fore  with  it. 

Near  Roflad,  is  a  flat  and  naked  field,  on  which  no 
vegetable  will  grow;  the  foil  is  almofl  white  with  grey 
flripes,  and  has  fomewhat  of  fo  peculiarly  poifonous 
a  nature,  that  though  all  other  animals  may  fafely 
pafs  over  it,  a  goat  or  a  kid  no  fooner  fets  its  foot 
upon  it,  than  it  drops  down,  flretches  out  its  legs, 
its  tongue  hangs  out  of  its  mouth,  and  it  expires  it  it 
has  not  inftant  help. 

There  are  few  hogs  in  Norway,  and  not  many  of 
the  common  deer ;  but  the  hares,  which  in  the  cold 
feafon  change  from  brown  or  grey  to  a  fnow   white,* 

are 
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are  very  cheap  in  winter.  Here  are  alfo  in  fome 
pares  or'  this  country  elks,  but  they  are  not  numer- 
ous. The  rein-deer,  however,  run  wild  in  herds, 
and  are  fhot  for  food  by  the  inhabitants.  Thefe 
animals  conftitute  the  greatefl,  and  almofl  the  only 
riches  of  the  Finlaplanders,  who  live  upon  the  milk, 
the  cheefe  they  make  of  it,  and  on  their  Me. a.  They 
make  their  cloathing,  tents,  and  bed-covering  of 
their  fkins ;  and  of  the  tendons  they  make  their  few- 
ing  thread.  In  Finmark,  there  are  vait  numbers  of 
them  both  wild  and  tame,  and  many  a  man  has  there 
from  fix  or  eight  hundred  to  a  thouland  of  thefe  ufe- 
ful  creatures  which  never  come  under  cover :  they 
follow  him  wherever  he  is  pleafed  to  ramble,  and 
when  they  are  put  to  a  Hedge,  tranfport  his  goods 
from  one  place  to  another.  They  provide  for  them- 
felves,  and  live  chiefly  on  mofs,  and  on  the  buds 
and  leaves  of  trees.  They  fupport  themfelves  on 
very  little  nourifhment,  and  are  neat,  clean,  and  en- 
tertaining creatures. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  rein-deer  fheds  his 
horns,  and  others  rife  in  their  Head,  they  appear  at 
firff.  covered  with  a  fkin  •,  and  till  they  are  of  a  ringer's 
length,  are  fo  foft,  that  they  may  be  cut  with  a  knife 
like  a  fauiage,  and  are  delicate  eating  even  raw  : 
therefore  the  huntfmen,  when  far  out  in  the  country, 
and  pinched  for  want  of  food,  eat  them,  and  find  that 
they  fatisfy  both  their  hunger  and  -thirft.  When  the 
horn  grows  bigger,  there  breeds  within  the  fkin  a 
worm  which  eats  away  the  root.  The  rein -deer  has 
over  his  eye-lids  a  kind  of  fkin,  through  which  he 
peeps,  when  otherwife,  in  the  hard  fnows,  he  would 
be  obliged  to  fhut  his  eye  entirely. 

The  hurtful  beafts  are  the  bears  and  wolves  already 
mentioned-,  the  lynx-,  vaft  numbers  of  white,  red, 
and  black  foxes-,  and  the  glutton,  a  creature  which 
few  other  countries  know  any  otherwife  than  by 
report.     This  animal  receives  its  name  from  its  y 

appetite  5  it  in  fize  and  fuape  has  fome  refem- 
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blance  to  a  long-bodied  dog,  with  thick  legs,  fharp 
claws  and  teeth ;  his  colour  is  black,  variegated  with 
brown  and  yellowifh  ftreaks.  He  has  the  boldnefs 
to  attack  every  beaft  he  can  poffibly  conquer,  and  if 
he  finds  a  carcafe  fix  times  as  big  as  himfelf,  he  does 
not  leave  off  eating  as  long  as  there  is  a  mouthful 
left :  when  thus  gorged,  he  preftes  and  fqueezes 
himfelf  between  two  trees  that  Hand  near  together, 
and  thus  empties  himfelf  of  what  he  has  not  time  to 
digeft.  As  his  fkin  fhines  like  damafk,  and  is  cover- 
ed with  foft  hair,  it  is  very  precious  •,  it  is  therefore 
well  worth  the  humfman's  while  to  kill  him  without 
wounding  the  ikin,  which  is  done  by  mooting  him 
with  a  bow,  and  blunt  arrows. 

The  marten  is  alfo  hunted  on  account  of  its  fkin, 
as  is  likewife  the  fquirrel  and  the  ermine,  both  of 
which  are  therefore  mot  with  blunt  arrows:  I  am  in 
doubt  whether  the  ermine  be  different  in  kind  from 
the  Danifn  weafel :  its  valuable  Ikin  is  of  a  beautiful 
white,  and  it  has  a  black  fpot  on  the  tail.  The  er- 
mines run  after  mice  like  cats,  and  drag  away  what 
they  catch,  particularly  eggs,  which  are  their  niceft 
delicacy.  Here  alfo  are  caftors,  badgers,  otters,  and 
hedgehogs. 

Among  the  mice,  fome  are  thought  poifonous,  and 
others  are  remarkable  for  their  being  white,  and  their 
having  red  eyes.  But  the  mod  pernicious  vermin  is 
a  little  animal,  called  the  kmus  or  lemming,  which 
is  between  the  fize  of  a  rat  and  a  moufe  •  the  tail  is 
fhort,  and  turned  up  at  the  end,  and  the  legs,  are  alfo- 
fo  fhort  that  they  fcarce  keep  the  belly  from  the 
ground.  They  have  very  fhort  hair,  and  are  of  dif- 
ferent colours,  particularly  black,  with  yellow  and 
brown  in  ftreaks,  and  fome  in  fpots.  About  once  or 
twice  in  every  twenty  years,  they  aflemble  from  their 
fccret  abodes  in  prodigious  numbers,  like  the  meffen- 
gers  of  heaven  to  punifh  the  neighbouring  inha- 
bitants. They  proceed  from  Kolens  rock,  which 
divides  the  Nordland.  manor  from  Sweden,  and  is 
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held  to  be  their  peculiar  and  native  place  ;  marching; 
in  valt  multitudes  through  Norclland  and  Finmark  to 
the  weftern  ocean  •,  and  other  bodies  of  them  through 
Swedifh  Lapmark  to  the  Sinus  Bothnicus,  devouring 
all  the  grafs  and  vegetables  in  their  way.  They  do 
this  in  a  direct  line,  and  going  ftraight  forward  pro- 
ceed into  the  rivers  of  the  fea;  thus  it  they  meet  with 
a  boat  on  any  freih  water  river,  they  run  in  at  one  end 
or  fide,  and  out  again  at  the  other,  in  order  to  keep 
their  courfc.  They  carry  their  young  with  them  on 
their  backs,  or  in  their  mouths;  and  if  they  meet 
with  peafants  who  come  to  oppofe  them,  they  will 
fland  undaunted,  and  bark  at  them  like  dogs.  This 
evil  is,  however,  of  no  long  duration ;  for  on  en- 
tering the  fea,  they  fwim  as  long  as  they  are  able, 
and  then  are  drowned  ~,  if  they  are  flopped  in  their 
courfe,  fo  that  they  cannot  reach  the  fea,  they  are 
killed  by  the  frofts  of  winter,  and  if  they  efcape, 
moll  of  them  die  as  foon  as  they  eat  the  new  grafs. 

As  to  the  reptiles,  there  are  neither  land  (hakes  nor 
toads  beyond  the  temperate  zone  •,  and  even  thofc 
fnakes  on  the  extremities  of  the  temperate  climate, 
are  lefs  poifonous  than  in  more  fouthern  countries : 
lizards  are  here  of  various  colours,  as  brown,  green, 
and  ftriped.  Thofe  that  are  green  are  found  in  the 
fields,  and  the  others  in  the  cracks  and  holes  of 
rocks. 

Among  the  fowls  are  mod'  of  thofe  feen  in  the 
reft  of  Europe,  and  fome  of  them  peculiar  to  this 
country  :  of  thofe  that  are  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  this 
country  is  the  francolin,  an  excellent  lard  bird,  which 
ferves  the  Norwegians  inltead  of  the  phealant;  its 
fie lh  being  white,  firm,  and  of  a  delicious  taite. 
The  black  cap  is  almoll  as  fmall  as  the  wren  ;  the 
body  is  black  and  yellow,  it  is  white  under  the  belly, 
and  the  top  of  the  head  is  black.  Theie  birds  keep 
near  the  houfes,  and  are  fuch  lovers  of  meat,  that  the 
farmers  can  hardly  keep  them  from  it,  and  therefore 
catch  them  like  mice  in  a  trap. 
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In  fhort,  there  are  here  fuch  incredible  numbers 
of  fea  and  land  fowl  near  the  rocks  on  the  fea-fnore, 
that  they  fometimes  obfcure  the  fight  of  the  heavens 
for  many  miles  out  at  fea,  fo  that  one  would  imagine 
all  the  fowl  in  the  univerfe  were  gathered  together  in 
one  flock. 

Norway  is  alfo  as  plentifully  fupplied  with  fifh  as 
any  country  in  the  world. 

Hitherto  the  bifhop  has  defcribed  only  fuch  ani- 
mals as  we  may  eafily  credit  the  exiftence  of;  but  he 
now  proceeds  to  the  mention  of  fome  which  will  per- 
haps appear  rather  apocryphal:  however,  the  rela- 
tion will  not  be  unentertaining  ;  and  the  bifhop  does 
not  deliver  the  defcriptions  from  his  own  knowlege. — 

The  hav-manden  and  hav-fruen,  the  mer-man  and 
mer-maid,  are  faid  to  be  often  feen  in  the  North  Sea. 
In  the  diocefe  of  Bero-en,  and  manor  of  Nordland, 
are  feveral  hundred  perfons  of  credit  and  reputation, 
who  affirm,  with  the  ftrongefc  afiurance,  that  they 
have  feen  this  creature  fometimes  at  a  diftance,  and 
at  other  times  clofe  to  their  boats  erect,  and  formed 
like  a  human  creature  down  to  the  middle ;  the  reft 
they  could  not  fee.  Our  author  has  examined  feveral 
of  the  witneifes  with. all  poffible  precaution,  and  found 
them  agree  invariably  with  the  defcription  publifhed 
by  Jablonfky  and  Kircher.  He  brings  an  evidence 
who  had  ken  one  out  of  the  water,  and  handled  it, 
viz.  the  reverend  Mr.  Peter  Angel,  minifter  at  Sund- 
moer,  living  when  this  hiftory  was  wrote,  and  who 
declares,  that  in  1719,  being  then  twenty  years  old, 
himfelf  arid  feveral  other  inhabitants  faw  a  mer-man, 
dead,  on  a  point  of  land,  with  feveral  fea-anirnals. 
Its  length  was  three  fathoms,  its  colour  grey,  the 
lower  part  like  a  fifh,  with  a  porpoiie's  tail.  The 
face  refembled  a  man's ;  the  nofe  flat  and  preifed 
down  to  the  face,  in  which  the  noftrils  were  very 
vifible.  The  breafl  was  near  the  head ;  the  arms, 
which  feemed  to  hang  by  the  fide,  were  joined  by  a 
thin  membrane ;  and  the  hands,  to  appearance,  were 
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like   the  paws  of  a  fea-calf.       Mr.  Strom,    another 
clergyman,  relates  that  a  mer-man  and  a  fea-calf  we  re 
both  found  dead  on  a  rock,  all  bloody  •,  from  whence 
it  was  conjectured  they  had  killed  each  other.     Mr. 
Kandulf,  rector  of  the  place,  endeavoured  to  preferve 
the  mer-man ;  but  the  peafants  had  unluckily  cut 
both  to  pieces  for  the  fat.     In  regard  to  fize  they  dif- 
fer   remarkably,    according  to  the  fifhermen,  from 
that  called  mar-male,    or  mar-mcete,   (the  different 
fexes)  which  our  author  calls  a  well  known  fea- ani- 
mal, and  thinks  it  may  be  a  dwarf  of  the  fame  fpe- 
cies.     This  is  often  caught   on  hooks,  of  different 
fizes,  from  that  of  a  child  of  one  year  old  to  three; 
and  the  bifhop  thinks,  till  it  is  further  enquired  into, 
it  may  be  fuppofed,  though  he  does  not  affirm  it  to 
be,  the  infant  of  the  former.     But  the  ftrongeft  and 
lateft  proof  of  the  mer-man's  existence  happened  in 
Denmark.    On  September  20,  1723,  three  ferrymen, 
viz.   Peter  Gunnerfen,  Nicholas  Jenfen,  and  Jappe 
Jenfen,  were,  by  his  majefty's  orders,  examined  upon 
oath  before  Fred.  Van  Gram,  privy-counfellor,  and 
depofed  in  fubftance,  that  two  months  before,  being 
towing  a  fhip  arrived  from  the  Baltic,   at  the  diftancc 
of  a  quarter  of  a  Norway  mile,  they  rowed  up  to 
fomething  floating  like  a  dead  body.     When  they 
came  within  feven  or  eight  fathoms,  it  appeared  as 
at  firft  •,  for  it  had  not  ftirred,  but  funk  at  that  in- 
ftanr,  and  came  up  again  immediately  almoft  at  the 
fame  place.     Frighted  at  this,  they  lay  dill,  and  let- 
ting the  boat  floar,  the  monfter,  by  the  help  of  the 
current,  came  it  ill  nearer  to  them,      lie  turned  his 
face,  and  flared  at  the  men,  which  gave  them  a  good 
opportunity   of  examining   him    narrowly.      He  re- 
mained  in   the  fame  place  for   half  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  was   iecn   above  the   water   down   to   his 
breaft.       At  lad,  apprehending  fome  danger,  they 
began   to  retire  •,  on  which  he  blew  up   his  cheeks, 
made    a  kind  ot'  roaring  noife,  and   dived   without 
riling  any  more.     He  appeared  to  them  like  a  flrong- 
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limbed,  broad-mouldered  old  man,  his  head  fmall  in 
proportion,  with  fhort  curled  black  hair,  with  a  black 
beard ;  his  eyes  deep  in  his  head,  his  fkin  coarfe,  and 
very  hairy.  Gunnerfen  added,  (which  the  others  did 
not  obferve)  that  about  the  body  downward  he  was 
quite  pointed  like  a  fifh ;  and  depofed,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  about  twenty  years  before,  he  had  feen 
near  Culleor*  a  mer-maid  with  long  hair  and  large 
breads.  The  weather  was  fine  and  calm.  That  this 
examination  was  taken  in  the  mod  regular  and  exact 
manner,  is  attefted  by  Andrew  BufTasus. 

The  foe-ormen,  or  fea-fnake,  is  indeed  an  amazing 
and  terrible  fea-monfter ;  to  procure  credit  to  which, 
our  author  gives  many  general  teftimonies  of  its  exig- 
ence, previous  to  the  defcription  which  muft  fuppofe 
it.     He  acknowleges  it  is  feldom  ken,  even  on  the 
coafl  of  Norway,  though  he  fuppoies  that  the  only 
place  in  Europe,  or  indeed  in   the  known  world, 
where  this  great  peculiar  fea-fnake  is  ken  at  all.     He 
adds,  that  in  all  his  enquiry  about  them,  he  has  hardly 
ipoke  with  any  intelligent  perfon,  born  in  the  manor 
of  Norland,  who  was  not  able  to  give  a  pertinent 
anfwer  concerning,  and  ftrong  affurances  of,  the  ex- 
iftence  of  this  fifh  ;  and  fome  of  thofe  traders,  com- 
ing yearly  to  Bergen,  think  it  as  ridiculous  to  quef- 
tion  its  exiftence,  as  that  of  an  eel  or  cod.     To  give 
a  ftill  more  recent  and  authentic  testimony  of  this 
monfter,  Which,  at  the  fame  time,  exhibits  fome  de- 
fcription of  it,  we  have  that- of  captain  Laurence  de 
Ferry,  a  commander  in  the  navy,  who  doubted  of" 
it,  till  he   was  convinced  by  ocular  demonitration. 
His  letter  follows  at  length,  and  contains  in  fubftance, 
that  in  a  very  calm,  hot  day  in  Auguft,    5746,  be- 
ing in  his  boat  with  eight  rowers   at  Jule-nefs,  and 
reading,  he  heard  a  noife  among  the  men,  and  ob- 
ferved  the  helms-  man  keep  off  from  the  land.     On 
enquiring  the  occafion,  he  was  informed  a  fea-fnaker 
was   before  them.       He   ordered  them  to  come  up 
with  it,  which  they  did,  though  afraid,     The  fnake 
Vol.  IV,  H  ^,8e& 
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paffed  by  them,  and  they  tacked  to  gtrt  nearer  to  it. 
As  it  iwam  fatter  than  they  could  row,  the  captairi 
difcbargjd  a  gun  at  i<,  on  which  the  fnak>e  immedi- 
ately funk  without  fifing  ;  and  as  the  water  about  it 
appeared  thick  and  red,  and  the  diftance   was  fmall, 
the  captain  thinks  it  might  be  wounded.     The  head, 
which  it  held  more  than  two  feet  above  water,  re- 
fembled  a  horfe's  j  it  was  grey,  with  a  quite  black, 
and  very  large  mouth  ;  had  black  eyes,  and  a   long 
white  mane,  hanging  from  the  neck  to  the  furface  oi 
the  water.     Befide  the  head  and  neck,  they  faw  feven 
or   eight  folds  of  the  fnake,  which  were  very  thick, 
and,  as  far  as  they  could  guefs,  there  was  the  diuance 
of  a  fathom  between  each  fold.     To  witnefs  the  truth. 
of  this,  two  of  the  rowers,   Nicholas  Pederfen  Kop- 
per,  and  Nicholas  Nicholfon  Anglewigen,  inhabitants 
of  Bergen  depofed  in  court,  in  due  form,  before  the 
king's   chief  advocate  in   Bergen,  the  recorder,  and 
nine  fworn  burghers,  on  the  2  2d  of  February,    1 75 1 . 
A  copy  of  the  atteftaticn,    under  their   hands  and 
ieals,  being  granted  by  the  recorder  to  Mr.  Reutz, 
the  procurator  for  capt.  de  Ferry,  from  whom  the  let- 
ter had  been  addreffed  to  him-. 

4  Though  one,  the  bifliop  proceeds,  cannot  have  an 
opportunity  of  taking  the  exadt  dimenfions  of  this 
creature,  yet  all  that  have  feen  him  are  unanimous  in 
affirming,  as  well  as  they  can  judge  at  a  diftance,  it 
appears  to  be  600  F.nglifh  feet  long  ;  that  it  lies  on 
the  furface  of  the  water  (when  it  is  very  calm)  in  ma- 
ny folds,    and  that  there  are,  in  a  line  with  the  head, 
fome  final!   parts   of  the   back  to  be  feen  above  the 
iter,  when  he  moves  or  bends.     Thele  at  a  dillance 
appear  like  fp  many  hoglheads  floating,  with  a  confi- 
derable  diftance    between   each.      Five  and  twenty 
folds  are  the  greateft  number  which  ore  well  atteltcd. 
The  forehead  is  broad  and  high.     The  whole  animal 
is  of  a  dajk-brown  colour,  but  variegated  with  light 
:vs  or  fpots,  that  fhine  like  tortoilc-fhell.     The 
eyes  are  laid  to  be  very  large,  bluiih,  and  to  refemble 
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a  couple  of  bright  pewter-plates.     The  fpecies  in  the 
Norwegian  fea  does  not  fpout  up  the  water  like  a 
whale,  but  puts  it  by  its  motion,  into  a  great  agita- 
tion, and  makes  it  run  like  the  current  of  a  mill.  The 
fkin  of  it  is   as  fmooth  as  glafs,  without  the  lead 
wrinkle,   except   about  the  neck,  from  whence  the 
mane  arifes.'     That  there  is  another  monftrous  kind 
of  fea-fnake,  and  particularly  about  Greenland,  ap- 
pears in  fome  paffages  cited  by  the  bifhop  •,   but  par- 
ticularly by  an  extract  from  the  reverend  Mr.  Egede's 
journal,  who  was  appointed  to  the  million  there,  and 
who  affirms,  ''That  on  the  6th  of  July,   1734,  there 
appeared  a  very  large  and  frightful  fea-monfter,  which 
raifed  itfelf  fo  high  out  of  the  water,  that  its  head 
reached  above  the  main-top.      It  had  a  long  Pnarp 
fnout,  fpouted  water  like  a  whale,  and  had  very  broad 
paws.     The  body  feemed  to  be  covered  with  fcales^ 
the  fkin  was  uneven  and  wrinkled,  and  the  lower  part 
was  formed  like  a  fnake.     After  fome  time  it  plun- 
ged backward   into  the  water,  and  then  turned  its 
tail  up  above  the  furface,  a  whole  mip-length  from 
the  head.'     A  drawing  of  this  monfter  is  annexed, 
with  a  three-mafted  vefiel  near  it,  doubtlefs  to  give 
fome  idea  of  its   amazing  proportion.     Mr.  Egede 
adds,  that  the  body  was   as  thick  and  big  as  the  fhip 
he  failed  in,  whofe  tonnage,  however,  he  does  not 
fpecify  :  but  Mr.  Bing,  another  miiTiOnary,  who  took 
the.  drawing,  affirmed  the  eyes  were  red,  and  like 
burning  fire.     The  reader  will  find  a  confiderable  di- 
versity between  this  and  the  former  fea-ferpent.    The 
bifhop  mentions  the  opinion  of  Bernfen,  in  his  Ac- 
count of  Norway,  and  the  accounts  of  fome  traders 
informing  that  it  mapped  a  Tingle  man  out  of  a  boat, 
and  has  funk  even  a  verTel  of  fome  hundred  tons  bur- 
then, by  throwing  itfelf  acrofs   it.      The  fiiriermen, 
when  they  cannot  row  away  into  (hallow  water  from 
him,  row  againft  fome  of  the  folds  above  warer,  or 
throw  any  fcuttle  fo  as  to  touch  him,  on  which  he 
generally   dives,  or  takes   another  courfe.      If  they 
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imagine  themfelves  purfued  by  it,  they  tack  their 
boat  fo,  that  the  fnake  mult  face  the  fun  in  his  pur- 
fuit,  which  his  eyes  cannot  bear  ;  be  fide,  the  leaft 
wind  is  laid  to  drive  him  to  the  bottom.  Julv  and 
Auguft  are  the  only  months  in  which  he  riles  to  the 
furface  •,  at  which  time  his  excrements  (the  ftench  of 
which  is  thought  poifonous)  have  been  feen  floating 
on  the  water  like  a  fat  flime. 

But  a  much  greater,  and  indeed  the  moil  enormous 
animal  that  has  ever  been  mentioned,  with  expectation 
of  gaining  a  ferious  alien t,  is  the  Kraken,  as  we  are 
told  it  is  named  by  way  of  eminence  •,  whence  it  pro- 
bably fignifies  the  Creature.  By  others  it  is  called 
Crabben,  from  its  fuppofed  refemblance  to  a  crab, 
being  round,  flat,  and  full  of  arms  or  branches.  As 
this  immane  monller  is  likely  to  exercife  the  reader's 
faith  and  imagination  ftill  more  than  the  fea-ferpent, 
we  could  wifh  the  evidence  of  it  had  been  at  leaft  as 
particular  and  cogent,  which  is  not  altogether  the 
cafe.  Now  as  a  full  grown  Kraken  has  never  been 
feen  in  all  its  parts  and  dimenfions,  an  accurate  fur- 
yey  of  which  muft  employ  fome  time,  and  not  a  little 
motion,  it  is  impoiTible  to  give  a  compleat  defcrip- 
tion  of  one.  Neverthelefs  we  fhall  fubmit  the  pro- 
bability of  its  exiftence  on  the  belt  information  our 
author  could  collect,  which  feems  to  have  fixed  his 
own  belief  of  it. 

'  Our  fifhermen,'  fays  the  author,  c  unanimoufiy 
and  invariably  affirm,  that  when  they  are  feveral  miles 
from  the  land,  particularly  in  the  hot  fummer  days, 
and  by  their  diftance,  and  the  bearings  of  fome  points 
of  land,  expect  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  fathoms 
depth,  and  do  not  find  but  from  twenty  to  thirty  ; 
and  more  efpecially  if  they  find  a  more  than  ufual 
plenty  of  cod  and  ling,  they  judge  that  the  Kraken 
is  at  the  bottom  :  but  if  they  Bod  by  their  lines,  that 
the  water  in  the  fame  place  ftill  (hallows  on  them, 
they  know  he  is  riling  to  the  furface,  and  row  oft'  with 
the  greatclt  expedition,  till  they  come  into  the  ufual 
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foundings  of  the  place ;  when,  lying  on  their  oars, 
in    a  few   minutes   the  monfter  emerges,  and  mews 
himfelf  manifeftly,  though  his  whole  body  does  not 
appear.     Its  back,  or  upper  part,   which  feems  an 
Englifh  mile  and  an  half  in  circumference,  (fome  have 
affirmed  more)  looks  at  firft  like  a  number  of  fmall 
iflands,  furrounded  with   fomething  that  floats  like 
iea-weeds.     At  lad  feveral  bright  points  or  horns  ap- 
pear, which  grow  thicker  the   higher  they  emerge, 
and   fometimes  ftand  up   as  high   and  large  as  the 
mads  of  middle-fized  veifels.      In  a  fhort  time  it 
(lowly  finks,  which  is  thought  as  dangerous  as  its 
riling,  as  it  caufes  fuch  a  fwell  and  whirlpool  as  draws 
every  thing  down  with  it,  like  that  of  Maleftrom'. 
The  bifhop  juftly  regrets  the  omiffion  of,  probably, 
the  only  opportunity  that  ever  has,  or  may  be  pre- 
fented,  of  furveying  it  alive,  or  feeing  it  entire  when 
dead.     This,  he  informs  us,  once  did  prefent,  on 
the  credit  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Friis,  minifter  at  Nord- 
land,  and  vicar  of  the  college  for  promoting  Chris- 
tian knowlege;  who  informed  him,  that  in   1680,  a 
Kraken  came  into  the  waters  that  run  between  the 
rocks  and  cliffs  near  Alftahoug  •,  where,  in  turning 
about,  fome  of  its  long  horns  caught   hold  of  fome 
adjoining  trees,  which  it  might  have  eafily  torn  up  ; 
but  that  it  was  alfo  entangled  in  fome  clifts  of  the 
rocks,  whence  it  could  not  extricate  itfelf,  but  pu- 
trified  on  the  fpot.     Our  author  has  heard  of  no  per- 
fon  deftroyed  by  this  monfter,  but  relates  a  report  of 
the  danger  of  two  fifhermen,  who  came  upon  a  part 
of  the   water  full  of  the  creature's  thick  flimy   ex- 
crements  which  he  voids  for  fome  months,  as  he 
feeds  for  fome  other:     they  immediately  flrove  to 
row  off,  but  were  not  quick  enough  in  turning  to 
fave  the  boat  from  one  of  the  Kraken's  horns,  which 
fo  crufhed  the  head  of  it,  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
they  faved  their  lives  on  the  wreck,  though  the  wea- 
ther was  perfectly  calm,  the  monfter  never  appear- 
ing at  other  times.     His  excrement  is  faid  to  be 
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attractive  of  other  fifh,  on  which  he  feeds  ;  which 
property  was  probably  neceflary,  by  n-afon  of  his  flow 
unwieldy  motion,  to  his  fubfi  Hence  :  as  this  How  mo- 
tion again  may  be  neceflary  to  the  fecurity  of  fhips 
©f  the  greatcir.  force  and  burthen,  who  mult  be  over- 
whelmed on  rencountering  fuch  an  immenfe  animal, 
if  his  velocity  was  equal  to  his  weight:  the  Norwe- 
gians fuppofing,  that  it" his  arms,  (on  which  he  moves, 
and  with  which  he  takes  his  food)  were  to  lay  hold 
<$f  the  largeft  man  of  war,  they  would  pull  it  down 
to  the  bottom. 

In  confirmation  of  the  reality  of  this  animal,  the 
bifhop  cites  Debes's  defcriptjpn,  of  Faroe,  for  the  ex- 
igence of  certain  f(lands,  which  fuddenly  appear,  and 
as  fuddenly  vanifh.  '  Many  lea-faring  people,  he  adds, 
give  accounts  of  luch,  particularly  in  the  North  Fea, 
which  their  fuperftition  has  either  attributed  to  the 
delufion  of  the  devil,  or  confidered  as  inhabited  by 
evil  fpirits.'  But  the  bifhop  fuppofes  fuch  miitaken 
iflands  to  be  nothing  but  the  Kraken,  called  by  fome 
the  Soe  trolden,  or  fea  mifchief :  in  which  opinion  he 
was  greatly  confirmed  by  the  following  quotation  of 
Dr.  Hierne,  a  learned  Swede,  from  baron  Grippen- 
hielm  •,  and  which  is  certainly  a  very  remarkable  paf- 
fage :  viz.  f*  Among  the  rocks  about  Stockholm  there 
is  fometimes  feen  a  track  of  land,  which  at  other 
times  difappears  and  is  feen  again  in  another  place. 
us  has  placed  it  as  an  ifland  in  his  map.  The 
pcafar.ts,  who  call  it  Gummars-ore,  fay  that  it  is  not 
always  feen,,  and  that  it  lies  out  in  the  open  lea,  but 
I  could  never  Unci  it.  On  Sunday  when  I  was  out 
amengit  the  rocks,  foin  < ling  the  coafls,  it  happened 
that,  in  •  ,  .  e,  I  faw  fomething  like  three  points 
of  land  in  '•  ch  iurpiifcd   me  a  little,  and 

I  thought  I  h;V.  inadvertently  pafled  them  over  be- 
fore. Upon  this  ]  call;  d  to  a  peafant,  to  enquire 
for  Gummars-ore  ;  but  when  he  came  we  could  fee 
nothing  of  it :  upon  which  the  peafant  laid,  all  was 
.  and  that  this  prognosticated  a  form,  or  a  j 
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quantity  of  fifh." To  which  our  author  fubjoins, 

c  Who  cannot  difcover  that  this  Gummars-ore,  with 
its  points,  and  prognostications  of  fifh,  was  the  Kra- 
ken,  miftaken  by  Burseus  for  an  ifland,  who  may 
keep  himfelf  about  that  fpot  where  he  rifes.'  He 
clofes  with  afErming,  he  could  add  much  more  con- 
cerning this  and  other  Norwegian  monfters,  whofe 
exiftence  he  does  not  take  upon  him  to  deny  j  but 
that  he  does  not  chufe,  by  a  mixture  of  uncertain 
relations,  to  make  fuch  accounts  appear  doubtful,  as 
he  believes  to  be  true  and  well  attefted. 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  indeed,  that  our  natural  pro- 
penfity  to  the  marvellous*  and  the  frequent  profu- 
sion  of  writers  in   gratifying   this  propenfity,    does 
often  render  a  certain  regulation  and  continence  of 
•alien  t  both  prudent  and  delicate.      This  delicacy, 
however,  is  not  without  its  proper  limitations  •,  and 
a  competent  enquirer  will  determine  of  every  fur- 
prifmg  relation,  by  the  force  and  confidence  of  the 
evidence  •,  by  the  harmony  or  difcordance  of  the  va- 
rious circumftances  reflecting  it ;  and  by  the  analogy 
of  the  object  related  with  lefs  rare  and  aftoniming 
appearances  in  nature.     In  the  prefent  inftances,  and. 
(particularly  in  that  of  the  Kraken  (not  the  moft  di- 
geftible  of  them)  after  paying  but  a  juft  refpect  to  the 
moral  ■character,  the  reverend  function,  and  diligent 
inveftigations  of  our  author,  we  mud  admit  the  pof~ 
fibility  of  its  exiftence,  as  it  implies  no  contradiction: 
iiiough  it  feems  to  encounter  a  general  prepofTeffion 
of  the  whale's  being  the  largeft  animal  on  our  globe  ; 
and   the  eradication  of  any  long  prepofieffion  is  at- 
tended with  fome thing  irkfome  to  us.     But  were  we 
to   fuppofe  a  falmon,  or  a  fturgeon,  the  largeft  fifh 
any  number  of  perfons  had  feen  or  heard  of,  and  the 
whale  had  difcovered  himfelf  as  feldom,  and  but  in 
part,  as  the  Kraken ,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  the 
exiftence  of  the  whale  had  been  as  indigeftible  to 
fuch  perfons  then,  as  that  of  the  Kraken  may  be  to 
others  now,     Some  may  incline  to  think,  fuch  an  ex- 
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tcnfive  monfter  would  encroach  on  the  fymmetry  of 
nature,  and  be  over-proportionate  to  the  fize  ot  the 
glcb-  itfelf :  as  a  little  retrofpcction  will  inform  us, 
that  the  breadth  of  what  is  ken  of  him,  fuppofing 
him  nearly  round,  muft  be  full  2600  feet,  (if  more 
oval  or  crab-like,  full  2000)  and  his  thicknels,  which 
may  rather  be  called  altitude,  at  leaft  300  •,  our  au- 
thor declaring,  he  has  chofen  the  leait  circumference 
mentioned  of  the  animal,  for  the  greater  certainty. 
Thefe  dimenfions,  nevertheless,  we  apprehend,  will 
not  argue  conclufively  aga  nil  the  exigence  of  the 
animal,  though  considerably  againft  a  numerous  in- 
crease or  propagation  of  it.  In  fact,  the  great  fear- 
city  of  the  Kraken,  his  confinement  to  the  North 
iSea,  and  perhaps  to  equal  latitudes  in  the  South  ■> 
the  fmall  number  propagated  by  the  whale,  who  is 
viviparous  ;  and  by  the  larger!  land  animals,  of  whom 
the  elephant  is  faid  to  go  near  two  years  with  young, 
all  induce  us  to  conclude  from  analogy,  that  this 
creature  is  not  numerous.  This  coincides  with  a 
paffage  in  a  manufcript  afcribed  to  Svere,  king  of 
Norway,  as  it  is  cited  by  Ol.  Wormius  in  his  Mu- 
faeum,  p,  280,  in  Latin,  which  we  fhall  exactly  tranf- 
Jate.^ i  There  remains  one  kind,  which  they  call 

*  Hafgufe,  whofe  magnitude  is  unknown,    as  it  is 

*  feldom  feen,     Thofe  who  affirm  they  have  leen  its 

*  body,  declare  it  is  more  like  an  ifland  than  a  beat!, 
*■  and  that  its  carcafe  was  never  round  ;  whence  fome 
f  imagine,  there  are  but  two  of  the  kind  in  nature.' 
Whether  the  vanifhjng  iiland  Lemair,  of  which  cap- 
tain Rjdney  went  in  fearch,  was  a  Kraken,  we  fub- 
mit  to  the  fancy  of  our  readers.  In  fine,  if  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  creature  is  admitted,  it  will  feem  a 
fair  inference,  that  he  is  the  icarcelt  as  well  as  largeft 
in  our  world.    Byt  to  return  to  our  author, 

;  The  inhabitants  of  the  mounta;ns,  in  Norway,  do 
the  work  of  liorfes,  for  nine  fucceilive  hours,  fing- 
jng  all  the  time  ^  and  throw  themielves  every  half  hour 
On  the  fnow,  though  in   a  profufc  fweat,  fucking  it 

to 
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to  flake  their  third,  and  without  the  leaft  apprehen- 
fion  of  a  cold  or  fever.  All  the  peafants  are,  in  ge- 
neral, handy  and  ingenious,  having  no  tradefmen 
among  them,  nor  buying  any  things  made  up  in  the 
towns  •,  as  the  farmers  fay,  no  boy  can  ever  make  a 
good  man  without  being  his  own  taylor,  fhoemaker, 
weaver,  fmith,  carpenter,  &c.  &c.  though  without 
derogating  from  their  ingenuity,  it  is  molt  probable 
that  neceflity  is,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  parent  of  it ; 
as  the  produce  of  their  foil  would  be  unequal  to  the 
employment  of  fuch  a  number  of  tradefmen.  They 
feem,  however,  to  excel  in  carving  with  their  toll- 
knive  (a  broad  fhort  one)  fome  of  the  greater!:  artifi- 
cial curiofities  in  the  royal  mufeum,  confirming  of 
their  carvings  in  wood.  They  do  not  fall  fhort  of  the 
French  in  politenefs,  whom  he  thinks  them  to  re- 
ferable moil  of  any  people  %  their  peafants  being  po- 
liter than  the  Danim  burghers.  Their  character  for 
valour  appears  not  ill  founded,  on  the  fettlement 
their  progenitors  forced  in  France,  from  whence  many 
of  their  pofterity  came  over  into  England  with  Wil- 
liam, ftiled  the  Conqueror :  but  the  mountaineers, 
from  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  their  country,  and 
from  the  cuftom  of  bearing  arms  very  early,  to  defend 
themfelves  againfl  beafts  of  prey,  have  fome  advantage 
on  this  point.  Quarrelfomenefs  and  brutality,  how- 
ever, remit  from  this  quality  among  them ;  the  peafants 
have  buckled  themfelves  together  by  the  belts,  and 
fought  with  their  fhort  knives  till  one  was  mortally 
wounded :  fo  that,  till  the  middle  of  the  laft  century, 
fays  our  author,  when  a  peafant's  family  was  invited 
to  a  wedding,  the  wife  generally  took  her  hufband's 
fhroud  with  her. 

The  farmers  do  not  ufe  rye  in  their  bread  but  at 
weddings  and  entertainments,  oats  being  their  gene- 
ral corn  ;  and  in  a  fcarcity  of  grain  they  add  a  little 
oatmeal  to  a  greater  quantity  of  the  bark  of  fir  pow- 
dered, which  makes  a  bitterifh  and  lefsnutritive bread; 
fout  which,  however,  they  accuftorn  themfelves  to  in 
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plentiful  feafons,  to  be  prepared  againft:  a  time  of 
fcarcity.  Indeed,  in  1743,  and  1744,  they  improved 
-  bread  by  fubftituting  elm  bark,  which  was  bet- 
ter taaed.  In  parts  where  there  were  great  fifherie.-,, 
they  attempted  to  mix  cod-roes  with  oatmeal ;  but 
this  gave  forne  the  bloody- flux.  It  feems  odd,  that 
they  chufe  to  let  their  fifh  lour  before  they  fait  it. 
They  make  a  (lock  of  ftrong  ale  againft  Chriftmas, 
chrilienings,  &c.  but  at  other  times  regale  On  Mun- 
gat,  a  very  bad  imall  beer,  milk,  and  water,  or  wa- 
ter and  four  whey.  They  are  great  lovers  of  tobacco, 
expending  annually  feveral  thoufand  dollars  in  it, 
which  makes  our  author,  as  a  patriot,  wilh  for  its 
perfect  production  there  ;  fnuff  they  properly  enough 
call  Naefe-meel. 

Their  houfes  are  commonly  built  of  whole  trunks 
of  pine  and  fir-trees,  cjiopped  fo  as  to  make  them 
lie  clofe,  and  joined  by  mortifes.     They  are  covered 
iirft  with  birch-bark,  and  over   that   three   or  four 
inches  thick  with  turf,  wherein  fervice-trees  and  good 
grafs  grows,  whence  many  a  farmer  mows  a  pretty 
load  of  hay  from  the  top   of  his  houfe.     They  air 
often  let  to  three,  four,  or  five  families  •,  and  have  .1 
Staubaret  for  all  their  provifions  at  a  diftance,  for 
fear  of  fire.     Even  the  rich  farmers  have  feldom  any 
windows,  but  a  fky-light,  called  Liur,  at  top  of  the 
houfe,  over  which  they  place  the  midriff"  of  ibme 
animal,  in  a  frame,  to  keep  out  the  rain.     The  mem- 
brane  is  ftrong  and  tranfparent  as   a  bladder ;  it   is 
called  Siaa,  and  lifted  on  or  off  with  a  pole  •,  which 
pole,  every   perfon   coming  on  important    bufinefs, 
and  efpecially  on  courtfnip,  mull  touch  before  they 
utter  a  word.     The  fmoak  pafTcs  through  the  Liur  ; 
and   kings,    till  the  eleventh  century,  lived  in   luch 
houfes.     The  mafter  of  the  houfe,  with  all  his  polite- 
nefs,    always  fits  at  the  upper  end  of  the  table  on  the 
Hoy-Sasdt!:,  [high  feat]  where  he  has   a  little  cup- 
board to  lock  up  'bis  valuable  things.     They  burn 
the  foots  of  thofc  fir-trees  that  have  been  cut  down 
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feveral  years,  for  tar.  As  a  great  part  of  their  liveli- 
hood is  obtained  from  the  water,  many  fpend  half 
their  time  on  that  element,  and  die  in  it ;  and  though 
their  bodies  are  feldom  found,  they  have  a  funeral 
ceremony  and  fermon,  called  Gravfaeftelfe.  A  mini- 
fter  at  Karfund  affirmed,  that  during  fifty  years  of  his 
refidence,  there  had  not  died  above  ten  grown  men 
on  more  ;  and  at  Chriftianfand,  they  fay,  mod  of  the 
women  have  had  live  or  fix  hufbands. 

The  lakes  and  rivers  furnifh  the  people  with  plenty 
of  frefh  water  fifh,  and  the  mountains  with  game. 
For  their  winter  ftock  they  kill  cows,  fheep,  and 
goats ;  part  of  which  they  pickle  and  fmoak,  and 
fome  of  it  they  cut  in  thin  flices,  fprinkle  it  with  fait, 
and  then  dry  it  in  the  wkid,  and  eat  it  like  hung  beef. 
They  are  fond  of  brandy,  and  of  fmoaking  and  chew- 
ing tobacco. 

The  Norwegians  who  live  in  towns  have  nothing 
remarkable  in  their  drefs ,  but  the  peafants  do  not 
^rouble  themfelves  about  fafhions.  Thofe  called 
flrile-farmers  have  their  breeches  and  {lockings  of 
one  piece.  They  have  a  wide  loofe  jacket,  made  of 
a  coarfe  woollen  cloth  ;  as  are  alfo  their  waiftcoats  j 
and  thofe  who  would  appear  fine,  have  the  feams  co- 
vered with  cloth  of  a  different  colour.  The  peafants 
of  one  parifh  are  remarkable  for  wearing  black  cloaths 
edged  with  red  ;  another  for  wearing  all  black  ;  the 
drefs  of  another  parifh  is  white  edged  with  black ; 
others  wear  black  and  yellow ,  and  thus  the  inhabi- 
tants of  almoft  every  parifh  vary  in  the  colour  of  their 
cloaths.  They  wear  a  flapped  hat,  or  a  little  brown,, 
grey,  or  black  cap,  made  quite  round,  and  the  feams 
ornamented  with  black  ribbons.  They  have  fhoes 
of  a  peculiar  conilruclion,  without  heels,  confiding 
of  two  pieces  5  the  upper  leather  fits  clofe  to  the  foot, 
to  which  the  fole  is  joined  by  a  great  many  plaits  and 
folds.  When  they  travel,  and  in  the  winter,  they 
wear  a  fort  of  half-boots  which  reach  up  to  the  calf 
of  the  leg,  and  are  laced  on  one  fide ;  and  when  they 
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go  on  the  rocks  in  the  fnow,  they  put  on  fnow-fhocs. 
13ut  as  thefe  are  troublcfome  when  they  go  a  great 
way  to  travel,  they  put  on  fkates  as  broad  as  the  foot, 
bun  fix  or  eight  feet  long,  and  pointed  before  ■>  they 
are  covered  underneath  with  fcal-fkin,  fo  that  the 
fmooth  grain  of  the  hair  turns  backward  to  the  heel. 
With  thefe  fnow  fkates  they  Aide  about  on  the  fnow 
as  well  as  they  can  upon  the  ice,  and  falter  than  any 
ho'rfe. 

The  peafant  never  wears  a  neckcloth,  or  any  thing 
of  that  kind,  except  when  he  is  dreffed  ;  for  h:s  neck 
and  breaft  are  always  open,  and  he  lets  the  fnow  beat 
into  his  bofom.  On  the  contrary,  he  covers  his 
veins,  binding  a  woollen  fillet  round  his  wrifts. 
About  their  body  they  wear  a  broad  leather  belt, 
ornamented  with  convex  brafs  plates  ;  to  this  hangs 
a  brafs  chain,  which  holds  their  large  knife,  gimblet, 
and  ether  tackle. 

The  women  at  church,  and  in  genteel  aflemblie?, 
drefs  themfelves  in  jackets  laced  clofe,  and  have  lea- 
ther girdles,  with  filver  ornaments  about  them. 
They  alfo  wear  a  filver  chain  three  or  four  times 
round  the  neck,  with  a  gilt  medal  hanging  at  the 
end  of  it.  Their  handkerchiefs  and  caps  are  almoft 
covered  with  fmail  filver,  brafs,  and  tin  plates,  but- 
tons, and  large  rings,  fuch  as  they  wear  on  their  fin- 
gers, to  which  they  hang  again  a  parcel  of  imall  ones, 
which  make  a  gingling  noife  when  they  move.  A 
maiden-bride  has  her  hair  platted,  and  hung  as  full 
as  poffible  with  fuch  kind  of  trinkets,  as  alfo  her 
cloaths. 

The  peafants  are  bufied  in  cutting  wood,  felling 
and  floating  of  timber,  burning  charcoal,  and  extract- 
ing of  tar.  Great  numbers  are  employed  in  the  mines, 
and  at  the  furnaces  and  flamping  mills  ;  and  alfo  in 
navigation  and  riming,  befide  hunting  and  (hooting  •, 
for  every  body  is  at  liberty  to  purine  the  game,  ef- 
pecially  in  the  mountains,  and  on  the  heaths  and 
commons;  where  every  peafant  may  make  uie  of 
what  arms  he  pi  cafes. 

The 
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•    The   catching  of  birds  afford  fome  of  the   inha- 
bitants a  very  good  maintenance  :  but  it  is  impomble 
to  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  fatigue  and  danger  with 
which  the  people  fearch  for  the  birds  in  the  high  and  ! 
fteep  rocks,  many  of  which  are  above  200  fathoms 
perpendicular.      Thefe  people,  who  are  called  bird- 
men,  have  two  methods  of  catching  them :    they  ei- 
ther climb  up  thefe  perpendicular  rocks,  or  are  let 
down  from  the  top  by  a  ftrong  and  thick  rope  :  when 
they  climb  up  they  have  a  large  pole  of  eleven  or  twelve 
ells  in  length,  with  an  iron  hook  at  the  end.     They 
who  are  underneath  in  a  boat,  or  ftand  on  a  cliff,  fat- 
ten this  hook  to  the  waiftband  of  the  man's  breeches 
who  climbs,  by  which  means  they  help  him  up  to 
the  higheft  projection  he  can  reach,  and  fix  his  feet 
upon.     They  then  help  up  another  to  the  fame  place, 
and  when  they  are  both  up,  give  each  his  bird-pole, 
and  a  long  rope  which  they  tie  at  each  end  round 
their  waifts.     The  one  then  climbs  up  as  high  as  he 
can,  and  where  it  is  difficult,  the  other,  by  putting 
his  pole  under  his  breech,  pufhes  him  up  till  he  gets 
to  a  good  ftanding-place :  the  uppermoft  of  the  two 
then  helps  the  other  up  to  him  with  the  rope  •,  and 
thus  they  proceed  till  they  get  to  the  part  where  the 
birds  build,  and  there  they  fearch  for  them.      As 
they  have  many  dangerous  places  yet  to  climb,  one 
always  feeks  a  convenient  place  to  ftand  fure,  and  be 
able  to  hold  himfelf  fall,  while  the  other  is  climbing 
about.     If  the  latter  mould   happen  to  flip,  he  is 
held  up  by  the  other  who  ftands  firm  -,  and  when  he 
has  got  fafe  by  thofe  dangerous  places,  he  fixes  him- 
felf in  the  fame  manner,  that  he  may  afTift  the  other 
to  come  fafe  to  him :  and  then  they  clamber  about 
after  birds  where  they  pleafe.     But  accidents  fome- 
times  happen-,  for  if  the  one  does  not  ftand  firm,  or 
is  not  ftrong  enough   to  fupport  the  other  when  he 
llips,  they  both  fall  and  are  killed ;  and  thus  fome 
perifh  every  year. 

When  they  thus  reach  the  places  that  are  feldom 
vifited,  they  find  the   birds  fo  tame  that  they  may 
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take  them  with  their  hands  *,  for*  they  are  loth  to  ]e"avc 
their  young  •,  but  where   they  are   wild,    th 
throw  a  net  over  them  in  the  rock,  or  entangle  ti 
that  are  flying  with  a  net  fixed  to  the  end   of  their 
poles.     Thus  they  catch  vaft  numbers  of  fowls,  and 
the  boat  keeping  twidefneafch   them,  they  throw  the 
dead  birds  into  ir,  and  foon  fill  the  veffel.     When 
the  Weather  is  tolerably  good,  and  tiiere  is   a   great 
deal  of  game,  the  birdmen  will  continue  eight  d 
together   on  the  rocks  ■,  for  there  are  here  and  there 
holes  in  which   they  can  fecurely  take  their  repofe  : 
they  draw  up  provifions  with  lines,  and  bca:s  are  kept 
coming  and  going  to  take  away  the  game. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  rocks  being  fo  fteep,  and 
dangerous  that  they  cannot  pofTibly  climb  up  them, 
they  are  then  let  down  from  above  j  when  they  h 
a  ftrong  rope  eighty  or  an  hundred  fathoms  long.  One 
end  of  it  the  birdman  fallens  about  his  waift,  and 
then  drawing  it  between  his  legs,  fo  that  he  can  fie 
on  it,  he  is  let  down  with  his  bird  pole  in  his  hand, 
by  fix  men  at  the  top,  who  let  the  rope  fink  by  de- 
grees, but  lay  a  piece  of  timber  on  the  edge  of  the 
reck  for  it  to  fide  on,  to  prevent  its  being  torn  to 
pieces  by  the  fharp  edge  of  the  ftones.  Another  line- 
is  f aftened  round  the  man's  waift,  which  he  pulls  to 
give  figns  when  he  would  have  them  pull  him  up, 
let  him  lower,  or  keep  him  where  he  i*.  He  is  in 
great  danger  of  the  ftones  loofening  by  the  rope,  and 
falling  upon  him;  he  therefore  wears  a  thick  furred- 
cap  well  lined,  which  fecures  him  from  the  blows  he 
may  receive  from  fmall  Hones  ;  but  if  large  ones  fall, 
he  is  in  the  greater!  hazard  of  lofinp;  his  life.  Thus 
do  thefe  poor  men  om  n  expofe  themfelves  to  the  molt 
imminent  danger,  n  :t  a  iublittence  for  their 

families.     There  are  fome  indeed  who  fay  there  is  no 
great  hazard  in  it,  aft<  it  -, 

but  at  firft  the  rope  turns  round  with  t 
heads  are  giddy,  can  do  nr  -  i      ra 

themfelves.      Thofe  who  :.    .  a 

play 


of  NORWAY.  nt 

play  of.  it  5  they  put  their  feet  againft  die.  rock,  throw 
themfetaes  feveral  fathoms  out,  and  pufh  themfelves. 
into  what  place  they  pieafe.     They  even  keep  them- 
felves  out  on  the  line  in  the  air,  and  catch  with  their 
poles  numbers  of  birds  flying  out  and  into  their  holes. 
The  greater!:  art  is  required  in  throwing  themfelves 
out,  fo  as  to  fwing   under  the  projection  of  a  rock 
where  the  birds  gather  together  ;    here  they  fix  their 
feet,  loofen  themfelves  from  the  rope,   which  they 
fatten  to  a  ftone,  to  prevent  its  fwinging  out  of  their 
reach,  and  then  the  man  climbs  about  and  catdies 
the  birds,  either  with  his  hands  or  his  pole  $  and.  when 
he  has  killed-  as   many  as  he  thinks  proper,   he  ties 
them  together,  faftens  them  to  the  fmall  line,  and 
by  a  puil  gives  a  fign  for  thofe  above  to  draw  them 
up.     In  this  manner  he  works  all  day,  and  when  he: 
wants  to  go  up,  he  gives  a  fign  to  be  drawn  up,  or 
clfe  works  himfelf  up  with  his  belt  full  of  birds. 

When  there  are  not  people  enough  to  hold  the 
rope,  the  birdman  fixes  a  pott  in  the  ground,  faftens 
his  rope  to  it,  and  flicks  down  without  any  help,   to 
work  as  before.     There  are  in  fome  places  fteep  cliffs, 
of  a  prodigious  fize,   lying  under  the  land,  and  yet 
more  than  a  hundred  fathoms  above  the  water,  which 
are  likewife  very  difficult  to  be  got  at.      Down  thefe 
cliffs  they  help  one  another  in  the  above  manner,  and 
taking  a  ftrong  rope  with  them,  fafien  it  here  and 
there  in    the  cliff,  where  they  can,  and  leave  it  all 
the  fummer :  upon  this  they  will  run  up  and  down, 
and  take  the  birds  at  pleafure.     It  is  irnpoflible  to  de- 
fcribe  how  frightful  and  dangerous  this  bird-catching 
appears  to  the  beholders,  from  the  vaft  height  and 
exceflive  fteepnefs  of  the  rocks,  many  of  which  hang 
over  the  fea :  it  feems  impoffibie  for  men  to  enter  the 
holes  under  thefe  projections,  or.  to  walk  200  yards- 
high  on  crags  of  rock  where  they  can  but  juil  fix 
their  toes. 

The  birds  being  brought  home,  they  eat  fome  of 
them  frefhj  and  fome  are  hung  up  to  dry  for  the  winter 
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feafon.  Thefe  birds  afford  the  inhabitants  a  very  good 
maintenance,  partly  from  their  feathers  and  down, 
which,  are  gathered  and  fent  to  foreign  parts,  and 
partly  from  their  fiefh  and  eggs. 


A    SUCCINCT     ACCOUNT 

OF     THE 

KINGDOM      of      SWEDEN, 

With  refpeel  to  its  Climatf,  Producf,  In- 
habitants, and  Government. 

Collected  from  the  Writings  of  an  Englifh  Miniller 
reiiding  there. 

TH  E  following  remarks  on  Sweden  were  made 
by  a  miniiler  who  refided  there  on  the  part  of 
king  William,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  XI.  a  man  in 
all  reipecls  qualified  for  his  miniltry  in  that  countrv ; 
as  having  a  folid  undentanding,  great  uprightnefs 
of  heart,  and  a  hearty  defire  to  ferve  both  nations. 
The  account  furnifhed  by  a  writer  of  fach  character 
ir.uft,  in  every  reijpeCt,  be  worthy  perufal  •,  we  mall 
give  it   therefore  nearly  in  his  own  words. 

The  kingdom  of  Sweden  and  dukedom  of  Find- 
land  have  the  Baltic  Sea  on  the  fouth,  the  unpayable 
mountains  of  Norway  on  the  welt,  Lapland  on  the 
north,  and  Mulcovy  on  the  cad  ;  being  extended  from 
560  to  69 °  of  northern  latitude  and  from  32  °  to 
550  in  longitude.  It  is  confequently  more  than  twice 
as  big  as  the  kingdom  of  France  •,  but  the  abate- 
ments to  be  made  for  feas  and  lakes,  Come  whereof 
are  above  eighty  Englifh  miles  long  and  twenty  broad, 
as  alio  for  rocks,  woods,  heaths,  and  morafles,  will 
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teduee  the  habitable  part  to  a  very  fmall  portion  of 
the  whole.  The  foil,  in  places  capable  of  cultivating, 
is  tolerably  fruitful ;  though  feldom  above  half  a 
foot  deep,  and  therefore  more  eafily  ploughed,  as 
it  frequently  is  by  one  maid  and  an  ox,  and  is  gene-  , 
rally  beil  where  there  is  leaft  of  it;  that  is,  in  the 
little  fpaces  betwixt  the  rocks. 

If  the  inhabitants  were  induftrious  above  what  ne- 
cefTity  forces  them  to,  they  might  at  leafl  have  corn  ■ 
fufficient  of  their  own  -,  but  as  things  are  managed^ 
they  cannot  fubfifl  without  great  importations  or  ail 
forts  of  grain  from  other  parts  of  Germany  adjacent 
to  the  Baltic  Sea.  And  notwithstanding  thefe  fup- 
plies,  the  poorer  fort,  in  many  places  remote  frorri 
traffic,  are  forced  to  grind  the  bark  of  trees  to  mix 
with  their  corn,  and  make  bread,  Or  which  they  have 
not  always  plenty.  The  cattle,  as  in  all  other  north- 
ern countries,  are  generally  of  a  very  fmall  fize  j 
neither  can  the  breed  be  bettered  by  bringing  in 
larger  from  abroad,  which  foon  degenerate  j  becaufe 
in  fummer  the  srafs  is  lefs  nouriiliing  than  in  the 
places  from  whence  they  come,  and  in  winter  they 
are  half  ftarved  for  want  of  fodder  of  all  kinds,, 
which  often  falls  fo  very  fhort,  that  they  are  forced 
to  unthatch  their  houfes,  to  keep  a  part  of  their 
cattle  alive.  Their  fheep  bear  a  very  coarfe  wool,- 
only  fit  to  make  cloathing  for  the  peafants.  The 
horfes,  efpecially  the  fiheft,  though  fmall,  are  hardy* 
vigorous,  ftrong,  fure-footed,  and  nimble  trotters : 
which  is  of  great  ufe  to  them,  becaufe  of  the  length: 
of  their  winters,  and  their  fitnefs  for  ileds. 

The  chief  lakes  in  Sweden  are  the  Vetter,  the 
Wenner,  and  Waiter  ;  the  firft;  in  Oflrogothia,  re- 
markable for  its  foretelling  of  ftorms,  by  a  conti- 
nual thundering  noife  the  day  before,  in  that  quarter 
whence  they  arife  •,  as  alfo  for  fudden  breaking  of 
the  ice  on  it,  which  fomedmes  furprifes  travellers,? 
and  in  half  an  hour  becomes  navigable  5  for  its  great- 
depth,  in  fome  places  above  200  fathom,  though  nd 
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pare  of  the  Baltic  Sea  exceeds  fifty.  The  fecond 
in  Weflrogothia,  from  which  iffr.es  the  river  1  h'c, 
that  falling  down  a  rock  near  fixty  feet,  pafTes  by 
Gotcen burgh.  The  third  empties  itfelf  near  Stock- 
holm, furnifhing  one  fide  of  the  town  with  irefh 
water,  as  the  fea  does  the  other  with  fak.  There 
are  abundance  of  other  lakes,  whereof  many,  like 
ponds,  have  no  vents,  and  are  called  in-feas  -,  and 
not  ill  ftored  with  variety  of  filh. 

The  north  bottom  or  bay  that  feparates  Sweden 
and  Finland  abounds  with  feals,  of  which  a  confi- 
de rable  quantity  of  train-oil  is  made  and  exported  ; 
and  in  the  lakes  in  Finland  are  vaft  quantities  of 
pike,  which  being  taken  are  falted,  dried,  and  fold 
at  very  cheap  rates.  Thefe  lakes  are  of  great  ufe 
for  the  conveyance  of  carriages,  both  in  fummer  by 
boats,  and  by  fleds  in  winter  ;  and  among  them,  and 
on  the  fea-coafts,  are  almoft  innumerable  iflands  of 
different  fizes  •,  whereof  there  are,  in  Sweden,  above 
fix  thoufand  that  are  inhabited  :  the  reft  are  either 
bare  rocks,  or  covered  with  wood.  Gotland,  Oland, 
and  Aland,  are  iiles  of  large  extent,  one  being  fixty 
miles  long,  and  the  other  two  little  lefs :  their  woods 
and  vaft  forefts  overfpread  much  of  the  country, 
and  are,  for  the  moft  part,  of  pines,  fir,  beech, 
birch,  alder,  juniper,  and  fome  oak,  especially  in 
the  province  of  Bleaking. 

Of  mines  in  Sweden  :  there  is  one  of  fiiver,  into 
which  workmen  are  let  down  in  bafkets  to  the  firft 
floor,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  under 
ound.  The  roof  there  is  as  high  as  a  church,  fuff- 
ported  by  vaft  arches  of  ore.  The  next  defcent  u 
by  ladders  and  bafkets  to  the  lowed  mine,  above 
forty  fathoms,  wl  ey  now  work.     Th< 

no  records  lb  antient  as  the  firft  difcovery  either  of 
this  or  the  i  have  been 

the  work  of  many  .  elds 

ove  four  per  c<  to  re- 

fine it.      They  are  alio  at  C  a  water  mill 
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£0  drain  the  mine,  and  have  the  benefit  of  another 
that  draws  up  the  ore.  It  yearly  produces  about 
twenty  thoufand  crowns  of  fine  filver,  of  which  the 
king  has  the  pre-emption,  paying  only  one  fourth 
Ids  than  the  real  value. 

The  copper  mine  is  about  eighty  fathom  deep,  of 
great  extent,  but  fubjedt  to  damage  by  the  falling  in 
of  the  roof;  the  occafion  of  w  ich  falls  is  attributed 
to  the  throwing  the  earth  and  flones  brought  out 
upon  the  ground  over  the  mine,  by  which  the  pillars 
become  overcharged,  and  give  way. 

The  copper  yearly  made  out  of  this  mine  amounts 
to  the  value  of  about  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
of  which  the  king  has  a  fourth  part,  not  by  way  of 
pre-emption,  but  in  kind  ;  befide  that,  upon  the  re- 
mainder, he  has  a  cuftom  of  twenty  five  per  cent, 
when  it  is  exported  unwrought.  Lately  a  gentleman 
of  Italy  came  to  Sv/eden,  with  propofals  to  make 
copper  a  fhorter  and  cheaper  way  than  has  hitherto 
been  praclifed,  as  to  make  that  in  four  days  which 
before  required  three  weeks,  and  with  one  fifch  part 
of  the  charge,  and  with  fewer  hands.  The  bargain 
was  made,  and  his  reward  agreed  to  be  a  hundred 
thoufand  crowns  •,  and  the  firfc  proof  he  made  fuc- 
ceeded  to  admiration  :  but  when  he  came  to  work  in 
earneft,  and  had  got  his  new- invented  ovens  made  to 
his  mind  -,  the  miners,  as  he  complained  picked  out 
the  very  worfr.  ore,  and  were  otherwife  lb  envious  and 
untraceable  that  he  failed  of  fuccefs,  and  loft  his  re- 
ward, and  not  without  difficulty  obtained  leave  to 
buy  ore,  and  praclife  his  invention  at  his  own  charge, 
as  he  now  does.  Iron  mines  and  forges  are  in  great 
numbers,  efpecially  toward  "the  mountainous  parts, 
where  they  have  the  convenience  of  water-falls  to 
turn  .their  mills.  From  thefe,  befide  fup plying  the 
.country,  there  is  yearly  exported  iron,  to  the  value 
of  near  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds;  but  of  late  . 
years  the  number  of  thofe  forges  has  been  fo  much 
^oreafedj  that  each  endeavouring  to  underfell  others, 
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the  price  has  been  much  lowered  :  and  fince  the  pro- 
hibition of  foreign  manufactures,  in  exchanging  ot 
which  iron  was  plentifully  taken  off,  it  is  grown  fo 
cheap,  that  it  is  found  neccifary  to  leflen  the  number 
of  forges. 

The  feafons  of  the  year,  though  regular  in  them- 
felves,  do  not  altogether  anfwer  thole  of  other  cli- 
mates. As  a  French  ambaffador  obferved,  who  in 
raillery  faid,  there  were  in  Sweden  only  nine  months 
winter,  and  all  the  reft  was  fummcr  •,  for  as  winter 
commonly  begins  very  foon,  lb  fummcr  immediately 
fucceeds  it,  and  leaves  little  or  no  fpace  to  be  called 
fpring.  The  productions  of  the  earth  therefore  ought 
to  be,  as  they  are,  more  fpeedy  in  their  growth  than 
in  other  parts  ;  the  reafon  of  which  leems  to  be,  that 
the  oil  and  fulphur  in  the  earth  (as  it  appears  by  the 
trees  and  minerals  it  produces)  being  bound  up  alt 
the  winter,  are  then  of  a  fudden  actuated  by  the  heat 
of  a  warm  fun,  which  almoft  continually  mines,  and 
thereby  makes  amends  for  its  lhort  ftay,  and  brings 
to  maturity  the  fruits  proper  for  the  climate :  yet 
withal,  its  heat  is  fo  intenfe,  that  it  often  fets  the 
woods  on  fire,  which  ibmetimes  fpreads  itfelf  many 
leagues,  and  can  fcarce  be  ft  opt  till  it  comes  to  fome 
lake  or  very  large  plain. 

The  fun  at  higheft  is  above  the  horizon  of  Stock- 
holm eighteen  hours  and  an  half,  and  for  fome  weeks 
makes  a  continual  day.  In  winter  the  days  are  pro- 
portionably  fhorter,  the  fun  being  up  five  hours  and 
an  half;  which  defect  is  fo  well  fupplied  by  the 
moon,  the  whitenefs  of  the  fnow,  and  the  clearnefs 
of  the  fky,  that  travelling  by  night  is  as  ufual  as  by- 
day  •,  and  journies  begun  in  the  evening  are  as  fre- 
quent as  in  the  morning.  The  want  of  the  fun's  heat 
is  repaired  by  {loves  within  doors,  and  warm  funs 
abroad  ;  inftead  of  which  the  meaner  fort  ule  fheep- 
flcins,  and  other  the  like  defences,  and  are  generally 
better  provided  with  cloathi  tting  their  condi- 
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don,  and  the  climate  they  live  in,  than  the  common 
people  of  any  part  of  Europe. 

This  country  is  divided  into  twenty-five  provin- 
ces, each  of  which  is  governed  by  an  officer  called 
Landfhofding,  whofe  authority  comprehends  that  of 
lord  lieutenant  and  fherirf  together,  except  where 
there  is  a  general  governor,  as  in  Finland,  or  upon 
the  borders  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  to  whom  the 
governor  of  each  province  is  fubordinate,  and  has 
thereby  a  more  retrained  authority.  Thefe  officers 
are  placed  by  the  king,  and  take  an  oath  to  keep 
the  province  for  his  majefty  and  his  heirs,  to  govern 
according  to  the  laws  of  Sweden,  and  fuch  instruc- 
tions as  they  fhall  receive  from  his  majefty,  and  to 
quit  the  province  whenever  he  mall  call  them  thence. 
To  them  and  their  fubordinate  officers  (who  are  all 
of  the  king's  chuflng)  the  execution  of  judicial  fen- 
tences,  the  collection  of  the  king's  revenues,  the  care 
of  forefts,  parks,  and  other  crown  lands,  &c.  is  com* 
mitted. 

Of  cities,  thofe  of  Stockholm,  Gottenburgh,  Cal- 
mar,  and  two  or  three  more,  may  deferve  that  name ; 
the  other  corporations,  which  in  all  make  not  an 
hundred,  fcarce  exceed  fame  villages  in  England. 
They  are  all  governed  by  burgomafters  and  coun- 
fellors,  chofen  by  the  king  out  of  their  own  body, 
or  at  leaft  fuch  as  are  of  the  quality  of  burghers  •,  no 
gentleman  accepting  of  thefe  employments.  Their 
offices  and  falaries  are  for  life,  or  rather  during  their 
good  behaviour.  The  privilege  of  cities  are  derived 
from  the  king,  and  for  the  moft  part  are  owing 
to  the  wifdom  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  the  author 
of  their  belt,  and  moft  regular  conftitutions  at  home, 
as  well  as  of  their  glory  abroad. 

The  city  of  Stockholm  lies  in  $9°  20'  north  lati- 
tude, and  about  410  longitude.  About  three  hun- 
dred years  ago  it  was  only  a  bare  ifland,  with  two 
or  three  cottages  for  filhers ;  but  uoon  the  building 
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of  a  caftle  there,  to  ftop  the  inroads  of  the  Ruf> 
and  the  tranflation  of  the  court  thither,  it  grew  by 
degrees  to  furpals  the  other  more  antient  citi.s  :  it- 
is  at  pivient  the  metropolis  of  this  kingdom,  and 
is  fuppofep  to  be  as  populous  as  Briftol.  The  caftle 
here,  which  is  covered  with  copper,  is  a  place  of  no 
ftrength  or  beauty,  but  of  great  ufe,  being  a  fpacious 
building ;  that  befide  entertaining  the  court,  fur- 
nifhes  room  for  mod  of  the  great  offices.  It  lodges 
very  few  of  the  inferior  officers  and  fervants  of  the 
court-,  they,  together  wi:h  the  foot  guards,  being 
quartered  upon  the  burghers  at  their  landlord's  charge, 
for  lodging-  fire,  and  candle.  'J" he  palace  of  the  no- 
bility, which  is  the  place  of  their  affembly  at  the 
convention  of  eftaies,  and  the  depofitory  of  their  pri- 
vileges, titles,  and  fuch  other  records  as  concern 
body,  is  a  very  {lately  pile  •,  as  is  alfo  Che  bank,  built 
at  the  city's  charge-,  which,  together  with  feveral 
rhdgnifkeht  houfes  of  the  nobility,  are  covered  with 
copper,  and  make  a  handibme  profpect.  Mod  of 
the  burghers  houfes  are  built  of  brick,  except  in 
the  fuburbs,  where  they  are  of  wood,  and  therefore 
expofed  to  the  danger  of  fire  ;  v  hich  commonly,  when 
it  gets  to  a  head,  deftroys  all  before  it  in  the  quarter 
where  it  happens :  to  repair  which  misfortune,  they 
fometimes  fend  the  dimenfions  of  their  houfes  to  Fin- 
land ;  where  the  walls  and  feveral  feparations  are  built 
of  pieces  of  timber  laid  one  upon  another,  and  joined 
at  the  corners,  and  afterwards  marked,  taken  d 
and  fenr  by  water  to  Stockholm,  there  to  be  fet  up 
and  finifhed.  Thefe  when  they  are  kept  in  good  re- 
pair, w  ill  laft  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  are  warmer, 
cleaner,  and  more  healthful  than  thofe  of  either  brick 
Or  ftone. 

This  city  is  in  a  manner  the  Maple  of  Sweden,  to 
which  molt  of  the  goods  of  their  own  growth,  viz. 
iron,  copper,  wire,  pitch,  tar,  malls,  deals,  &c.  are 
brought  to  be  exp  >rted.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
Commodities  imported   from  abroad  come  into  this 
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port,  where  there  is  a  haven  capable  of  receiving  a, 
thoufand  mips,  and  a  bridge  or  key  near  an  Eng- 
lifh  mile  long,  to  which  the  greater  veffels  may  lie 
with  their  broadfides.  The  only  inconvenience  is, 
that  it  is  ten  miles  from  the  fea,  and  the  river  very 
crooked,  and  no  tides. 

The  laws  of  Sweden  were  antiemly  as  various  as 
the  provinces  were  numerous;  each  of  which  had 
ftatutes  and  cuftoms  peculiar  to  itfelf,  enacted,  as  oc- 
cafion  required,  by  the  Laghman  or  governor  of  the 
province  y  who  was  chofen  by  the  people,  and  inverted 
with  great  authority,  efpecially  while  the  king  was 
elective  •,  his  fufrrage  concluding  the  province  he  go- . 
verned.  This  variety  was  neceffarily  attended  with 
great  confufion  ;  for  remedy  whereof,  about  fburfcore 
years  ago,  one  body  of  laws  was  compiled  for  the 
direction  of  the  whole  kingdom  :  yet  this  collection 
is  but  an  imperfect  piece,  and  the  laws  fo  few,  and 
conceived  in  fuch  general  terms,  that  in  moil  cafes 
they  need  the  affiftance  of  the  civil  law.  After 
all,  the  final  determination  depends  much  upon  the 
inclinations  of  the  bench,  which  in  a  poor  country, 
where  falaries  are  fmall,  is  often  filled  with  fuch  as 
are  of  weak  parts,  and  fubject  to  corruption  on  very 
fmall  temptations. 

The  ordinary  charges  of  law  fuits  are  no  where 
more  moderate  than  in  Sweden  ;  the  greater!:  burthen 
arifing  from  a  late  conrtitution,  that  all  declarations, 
•acts  and  fentences  muft  be  written  upon  fealed  paper. 
This  is  of  different  prices,  from  two-pence  to  feven 
millings  a  fheet,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  caufe  ; 
the  benefit  of  which  accrues  to  the  king,  and  is  com- 
puted to  bring  in  3000  1.  a  year.  .  Other  charges  are 
very  few,  every  man  being  permitted  (in  criminal  ac- 
tions compelled)  to  plead  his  own  caufe.  Accord- 
ingly the  practice  of  the  lav/  is  below  a  gentleman, 
and  rather  the  refuge  than  the  choice  of  meaner  per- 
sons, who  are  very  few  in  number,  and  for  the  moll 
part  very  poor.     The  cuftom  of  a  jury  of  twelve  men 
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is  fo  antient  in  Sweden,  that  their  writers  pretend  it 
had  its  original  among  them,  and  was  thence  dei  i 
to  other  nations  :  but  at  prefent  it  is  difuied  every 
where,  except  only  in  the  lower  courts  in  the  coun- 
try,  and  there  the  jurymen  are  for  life,    and  have 
falaries.     Titles  to  eftates  are  rendered  more  fecur  . 
and  lefs  fubject  to  contefts,  by  the  regifters  that  are 
kept  of  all  laics  and  alienations,  as  well  as  of  other 
engagements  of  them  ;  the  purchafer  running  the  h 
zard  of  having  an  after-bargain  take  place  of  a  for- 
mer.    If  he  omit  the  recording  of  his  tranfaclion  in 
the  proper  court  in  criminal  matters  v.  here  the  fact  is 
pot  very  evident,  or  where  the  judges  are  not  very  I 
vourable,  the  defendant  is  admitted  to  purge  himfi 
by  oath  •,  to  which  is  oftentimes  added   the  oath  of 
fix  or  twelve  men,  who  arc  all  vouchers  of  his  inte- 
grity *.     Treafon,  murder,   double  adulteries,  burn- 
ing of  houfes,  witchcraft,  and  the  like  heinous  crime  , 
a  e  punifhed  with  death,  which  is  executed  by  hang- 
ing of  men  and  beheading  of  women.     To  which 
burning  alive  or  dead,  quartering  and   hanging   in 
chains  is  fometimes  added,  according  to  the  nature 
pf  the  crime.     Criminals  of  the  nobility  and  gentry 
are  generally  mot  to  death. 

The  punifhment  of  dealing  is  of  late,  inftead  of 
death,  changed  into  a  perpetual  flavery  ;  the  guilty 
party  being  condemned  to  work  all  his  life  for  the 
king,  in  making  fortifications  or  other  drudgery  :  and 
always  has  a  collar  of  iron  about  his  neck,  with  a 
bow  corning  over  his  head,  to  which  a  bell  is  fattened 
that  rings  as  he  goes  along.  Duels  between  gentle- 
men, if  the  one  party  be  killed,  are  punifhed  by 
the  fin  vivor's  death,  and  a  note  of  infamy  upon  the 
memory  of  both:  if  neither  be  killed,  they  are  both 
condemned  to  a  prifon  with  bread  and  water  for  two 

"f  A  method  like  this  i:;  ilea  of  i'cbt  by  our  F. 
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years ;  to  which  is  added,  a  fine  of  one   thoufand 
crowns,  or  one  year's  imprisonment,  and  two  thou- 
fand crowns.     Reparation  of  honour,  in  cafe  of  an 
affront,  is  referred  to  the  refpective  national  courts, 
where  recantation  and  public  begging  of  pardon  is 
nfually  inflicted.     Eftates,  as  well  acquired  as   inhe- 
rited, defcend  to  the  children   in   equal  portions,  of 
which  a  fon  has  two  and  a  daughter  one ;  nor  is  it  in 
the  power  of  the  parents  to   alter  this   proportion, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  judicial  fentence.     In 
cafe  of  their  children's  difobedience  only,  they  may 
bequeath  a  tenth  of  their  acquired  poiferlions  to  fuel} 
^hild  or  other  perfon  as  they  will  favour :   where  an 
tftate  defcends  incumbered  with  debts,  the  heir  ufually 
takes  two  or  three  months  time,  as  the  law  allows, 
to  fearch  into  the  condition  of  the  deceafed's  eftate, 
and  then  either  accepts  the  inheritance,  or  leaves  it 
to  the  law,  which  in  that  cafe  adminifters. 

The  nature  of  the  climate,  which  is  very  healthful 
and  dry,  as  well  as  fharp,  difpofes  the  natives  to  a 
very  vigorous  conftitution  ;  and  that  confirmed  by  a 
hardy  education,  coarfe  fare,  and  hard  lodging,  qua- 
lifies them  to  endure  whatever  uneafy  circumilance 
befals  them,  better  than  thofe  who  are  born  in  a 
milder  climate,  and  more  indulgently  bred.  But, 
on  the  other  fide,  it  feems  as  if  the  fe  verity  of  the 
clime  does,  in  a  manner,  cramp  the  faculties  of  their 
mind,  which  feldom  are  found  endued  with  any  emi- 
nent pregnancy  of  wit. 

Thefe  difpofitions  of  body  and  mind  qualify  them 
more  for  a  life  of  labour  and  fatigue  than  of  art  and 
curiofity  •,  and  the  effect  of  it  is  vilible  in  all  orders 
of  men  amongft  them. 

In  point  of  learning,  they,  like  their  neighbours 
the  Germans,  are  more  given  to  tranferibe  and  make 
collections,  than  to  digeft  their  own  thoughts  •,  and 
commonly  proportion  their  ftudies  to  their  occafions. 
In  matters  of  trade  they  rather  undergo  the  drudgery, 
|han  dive  into  the  myftery  either  of  commerce  or  ma- 
nufactures, 
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nufactures,  in  which  they  generally  fet  up  for  matters 
before  half-taught;  lb  that  in  all  fuch  things  as  re- 
quire ingenuity,  neatnefs,  or  dexterity,  they  areforced 
to  be  ferved  by  ftrangers.  Their  common  foldiers  are 
allowed  to  endure  cold  and  hunger,  long  marches, 
and  hard  labour,  to  admiration  :  but  they  learn  their 
duty  very  flowly,  and  are  ferviceable  more  by  obe- 
dience to  command,  and  (landing  their  ground,  than 
by  any  great  forwardnefs  to  attack  their  enemy  •,  or 
addrefs,  in  executing  their  orders.  Their  peafants 
alfo  are  tolerably  laborious  when  need  compels  them, 
but  have  little  regard  to  neatnefs  in  their  work,  and 
are  hardly  brought  to  quit  their  old  flow  methods 
for  fuch  new  inventions  as  are  more  dextrou: 
eafy. 

The  clergy  are  but  moderately  learned,  and  little 
acquainted  with  difputes  about  religion,  as  having 
no  adverfaries  to  oppofe.  They  affe£t  gravity,  and 
wear  long  beards,  are  efteemed  for  their  hofpitaliiy, 
and  have  great  authority  among  the  common  people. 
The  peafants,  when  fober,  are  obfequious  and  re- 
fpeciful ;  but  drink  makes  them  mad  and  ungovern- 
able :  moft  of  them  live  in  a  very  poor  condition, 
'  are  taught  by  neceility  to  practife  feveral  arts  in  a 
rude  manner,  as  the  making  their  (hoes,  cloaths,  ecc. 
and  the  feveral  inftruments  of  hulbanclrv,  and  other 
neceffaries  they  cannot  $pare  money  to  buy.  And  to 
keep  them  to  this,  as  alio  to  favour  the  cities,  it  is 
not  permitted  for  more  than  one  taylor,  or 
artifan,  to  dwell  in  the  fame  parifli,  thou 
ever  fo  large  •,  as  many  of  them  are  above  twenty 
miles  in  compafs.  In  general,  it  may  be  Paid  of  the 
whole  nation,  that  they  are  a   pcoj  gious 

in   their  way,  and  frequenters  or"   the  church,  emi- 
nently loyal  and  affected  to  rhonar 
to  formality-,  fober  more  out  of  n<  than  tem- 

perance; apt  to  entertain  f  ind  envy  each 

other  as   well  as  ilr.  e  inclined    to    ; 

ing,    and  fuch   lee  ret  fraud  '-nee, 
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Sr  robbing  on  highways  *,  crimes  as  rarely  commit- 
ted in  this,  as  in  any  country  whatever. 

The  reformation  there,  as  in  Denmark  and  Nor- 
way, began  foon  after  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Ger- 
many had  embraced  Luther's  tenets,  and  was  efta- 
blifhed  according  to  his  platform.  The  tyranny  of 
king  Chrifciern  the  Second,  gave  an  opportunity 
to  Guftavus,  the  founder  of  the  prefent  royai  fa- 
mily, to  alter  religion,  and  advance  himfelf  to  the 
regal  dignity  ;  which  till  that  time  w~as  elective,  but 
was  made  hereditary  to  his  family,  in  which  it  has 
fince  continued. 

The  church  is  governed  by  an  archbifhop,  and  ten 
bifhops,  whofe  ftudies  are  confined  to  their  own  em- 
ployments •,  being  never  called  to  council  but  at  the 
affembly  of  the  ftates,  nor  troubled  with  the  admi- 
nift ration  of  fecular  affairs.  Their  revenues  are  very 
moderate.  The  archbifhopric  of  Upfal  is  not  worth 
four  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  their  bifhops  are 
in  proportion.  Under  them  are  itven  or  eight  fu- 
perintendants,  who  have  all  the  power  of  bifhops, 
and  over  each  ten  churches  is  a  provofl,  or  rural 
dean,  with  fome  authority  over  the  inferior  clergy. 
They  are  all  the  fons  of  peafants  or  burghers,  and 
can  therefore  content  themfelves  with  their  fmall  in- 
come, which,  befide  more  inconfiderable  dues,  arife 
from  glebe  lands,  and  one  third  of  the  tithes  %  of 
which  the  orher  two  thirds  are  annexed  to  the  crown, 
to  be  employed  in  pious  ufes  :  however,  the  clergy- 
have  generally  wherewithal  to  exercife  hofpitality, 
and  are  the  conftant  refuge  of  poor  travellers,  efpe- 
cially  ftrangers,  who  go  from  prieft  to  pried,  as  elfe- 
where  from  constable  to  conftable. 

The  government  and  revenue  of  Sweden  are  like 
'thofe  of  other  places,  fubject  to  fo  many  and  fo  great 
changes,  that  one  would  imagine  our  author's  ac- 
count mould,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  be  almoffc 
out  of  date :  but  there  is  one  advantage  attends 
whatever  has  the  appearance  of  a  parliament,  which 
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is,  that  how  much  foever  it  may  fink  and  be  de- 
preffed  by  fraud  or  force,  under  certain  conjunctures, 
it  has  nevertheless  ftrength  to  rife  again  in  more  fa- 
vourable feaions,  and  even  to  recover  all  that  it  has 
loft.  In  our  author's  time  the  ftates  of  Sweden  were 
but  inffcruments  of  the  king's  authority  ;  and  only 
met  to  fanctify  foch  a5ts  of  power  as  the  crown  did 
not  care  to  take  upon  itfelf.  At  this  day  things  have 
quite  changed  their  face  •,  the  kings  of  Sweden  have 
wholly  loft  their  abfolute  power,  which  remains 
where  it  ought  to  remain,  in  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nobility,  clergy,  and  the  people  of  the  king- 
dom. The  ufual  time  of  aflembling  the  ftates  is 
once  in  three  years,  or  oftener,  if  affairs  require  it. 
The  body  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  are  repre- 
fented  by  one  in  each  family,  of  which  there  are 
about  a  thoufand  in  Sweden,  and  with  them  the  co- 
lonel, lieutenant-colonel,  major,  and  one  "captain  of 
each  regiment  fit  and  vote.  For  the  clergy,  belide 
the  biihops  and  fuperintendants  in  each  rural  deanry, 
or  ten  parifhes,  one  is  choien  and  maintained  at  the 
charge  of  his  electors.  Theft  make  a  body  of  a 
five  hundred.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  burg 
are  choien  by  the  magiftrates  and  common  council 
of  each  corporation,  of  which  Stockholm  fends  four, 
others  two,  and  fome  one  •,  who  make  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  peafants  of  each  did 
chufe  one  of  their  own  quality  to  appear  for  them, 
whole  charges  they  bear-,  and  give  him  inftructions 
in  fuch  matters  as  they  rhink  need  redrefs :  they  are 
about  two  hundred  and  fiii 

The  {landing  revenues  of  Sweden  arife  from  crown 
lands,  cuftoms,  poll-money,  tithes,  copper  and  fil- 
ver  mines,  proceedings  at  law,  and  other  lefs  con- 
fiderable  particulars,  which  are  calculated  in  all  to 
near  a  million  a  year ;  of  which  the  lands  make 
above  one  third,  and  the  cuftoms  almoft  a  fourth. 
The  poll-money  is  paid  only  by  the  peafants,  each 
of  which  above  fixteen,  and  under  fixty,  pays  above 

t\v 
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twelve  pounds  a  year.  In  the  treafury-chamber  a 
prefident,  with  four  chancellors,  and  other  officers, 
lit  and  act  as  a  court  of  juftice,  in  fuch  matters  as 
relate  to  the  king's  revenue,  or  rather  that  of  the 
flate. 

The  conquefts  made  by  Sweden  in  the  laft  age, 
were  not  fo  much  owing  to  its  native  ftreno-th,  as 
to  the  affirtanee  of  Germans,  French,  Englifh,  and 
efpecially  Scots ;  of  whom  they  have  ufed  great  num- 
bers in  all  their  wars  with  Mufcovy,  Poland,  Ger- 
many, and  Denmark :  and  by  them  the  art  of  war 
and  military  difcipline  has  been,  by  degrees,  intro- 
duced into  this  nation,  that  in  former  times  had  only 
the  advantage  of  courage  and  numbers.  For  though 
the  original  conftitution  of  the  country,  and  its  di- 
vilion  into  hundreds  and  other  large  portions  that 
Hill  retain  military  names,  feems  to  have  been  the 
work  of  armies,  and  the  frequent  expeditions  of  the 
Goths,  and  other  inhabitants  of  thofe  parts,  fhew 
that  in  all  ages  they  were  addicted  to  v/ar  and  vio- 
lence ;  yet  it  was  in  a  tumultuous  mannejr,  their  in- 
fantry always  cqnfifting  of  unexperienced  peafants 
raifed  for  the  occafion,  and  difbanded  as  foon  as  it 
was  over. 

The  feudal;  laws  indeed  provided  for  a  competent 
number  of  cavalry ;  all  eftates  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  being  held  by  knights  fervice  :  and  while  the 
kingdom  was  elective,  the  kings  were  bound  to  main- 
tain fome  horfe  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  crown. 
But  this  eilabliihment  had  been  in  a  great  meafure 
corrupted,  and  the  kingdom  fo  mattered  by  domef- 
tic  broils,  that  it  made  a  very  inconfiderable  figure, 
and  was  little  known  in  Europe  till  the  crown  be- 
came hereditary,  and  the  interelr.  of  the  royal  family 
confuted  in  the  ftrength  and  profperity  of  the  na- 
tion. Since  that  time  the  Handing  forces  of  the 
kingdom  have  been  augmented,  yet  not  fo  effectiU 
ally  eilablifhed  as  its  necefnties  required  \  for.it  ge- 
nerally happened  that  the  nobility  and  gentry  were 
fo  backward  in  fitting  out  their  horfe,  and  the  levies 

of 
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of  foot  not  being  to  be  made  without  the  content  of 
the  peafants  in  the  affembly  of  the  dates,  it  was  fo 
hardly  obtained,  that  the  regimencs  were  very  thin, 
and  recruits  extreme  difficult :  nor  were  the  officers 
falaries  fo  punctually  paid  as  to  enable  them  to  be  in 
readinefs  on  all  occasions. 

To  remedy  thefe  inconveniencies,  Charles  XI.  on 
whom  the  flates  had  conferred  an  abfolut^  power  to 
put  the  militia  into  fuch  a  method  as  he  fhould  think 
fit,  made  fuch  regulations  in  all  the  particulars  relat- 
ing to  this  matter,  as  were  required  to  bring  it  to 
perfection. 

In  times  of  peace,  all  trefpafles  committed  by  the 
foldiery  fall  ordinarily  under  the  cognizance  of  a  ci- 
vil magistrate  ;  who  has  the  fame  authority  over  them 
as  over  the  reft  of  the  king's  fubjects,  except  when 
they  are  incamped,  or  in  garrifon,  or  in  any  way  un- 
der flying  colours  :  in  all  which  cafes,  as  alio  in  matters 
that  relate  folely  to  their  profeffion,  their  officers  have 
jurifdiction  over  them  •,  without  whofe  leave  a  private 
ibldier  is  not  permitted  to  lodge  out  of  his  quarters, 
or  be  out  a  day  from  the  parifh  he  belongs  t  . 

The  inferior  officers  cannot  be  abfent  from  their 
charge  but  by  the  colonel's  permiflion  •,  nor  captains, 
nor  thofe  above  them,  without  the  king's  leave :  and 
the  good  effect  of  the  officers  conltant  reiidence  upon 
their  refpeftive  charges,  appears  in  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  behaviour  of  the  foldiers,  who  have  not  hi- 
therto broke  out  into  any  enormities,  nor  given  the 
common  people  any  great  occafion  of  complaint.  To 
keep  them  in  difcipline,  each  company  meets,  and  is 
'exercifed  once  a  month,  and  every  regiment  once  or 
twice  a  year  •,  at  which  time  only  they  wear  the  king's 
cloaths,  which,  at  their  return,  are  carefully  Laid  up 
in  the  churches.     For  their  e  of 

war,  the  king  hath  lately  caufed  the  articles  of  war  to  be 
reviewed  and  printed,  together  with  a  new  eftabliQi- 
ment  of  courts  martial,  and  inftructions  for  rhc  au- 
ditors, governors,  and  other  officers  concerned  in  the 
rniniitration  of  juftice  :  and  for  his  m  -jelly's  infonrra- 
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tion  on  all  occaiions,  a  book  hath  been  lately  made, 
fpecifying  the  names  of  every  military  officer  in  the 
kind's  army,  the  time  when  they  firft  came  into 
the  fervice,  and  by  what  fleps  they  have  rifen  •,  by 
which  means,  at  one  view,  his  majefty  knows  the  me- 
rit and  fervice  of  any  officer.  The  whole  body  of 
the  king  of  Sweden's  forces,  according  to  the  bell 
and  moil  exact  accounts,  are  as  follow  : 

The  eflablifhed  militia  in   Sweden,  Finland,  and 
Liefland,  or  Livonia,  are 

Men 

Cavalry,  fifteen  regiments,  is  -  -  1 7,000 
Infantry,  twenty-eight  regiments,  is  -  -  35,000 
Foot-guards,  one  regiment,  is  -  -  -  -  2,000 
Forces  inPomoren  and  Bremen,  6reg.  (now  loll) 6,000 


In  all  fifty  regiments,  -'-''.-        60,000 

Sweden  has,  in  all  times,  furnifhed  Europe  with 
thofe  commodities  it  abounds  with :  yet  either,  the 
warlike  temper,  idlenefs,  or  ignorance  of  the  inha- 
bitants formerly,  kept  them  from  being  much  con- 
cerned in  trade,  and  gave  ftrangers  the  management 
and  advantage  of  it.  This  for  a  long  time  the 
Flanfe  towns  fituate  on  the  Baltic  Sea  monopolized ; 
till  the  feven  provinces  of  the  Netherlands  were 
erected  into  a  republic,  and  became  fearers  with 
them.  Before  that  time  very  little  iron  was  made 
in  Sweden  j  but  the  ore  being  run  into  pigs,  was 
carried  into  Dantzick,  and  other  parts  of  Pruilia, 
and  there  forged  into  bars ;  for  which  reaion  the 
country  fmiths  in  England  call  foreign  iron  Dantzick 
or  Spruce  iron.  This  nation  owes  the  greatefl  im- 
provements it  has  made  in  trade,  to  the  art  and  in- 
duftry  of  fame  ingenious  mechanics  that  the  cruelty 
of  the  duke  of  Alva  drove  into  thofe  parts.  Their 
fuccefs  invited  great  numbers  of  reformed  Walloons 
to  tranfplant  themfeives  thither,  whofe  language  and 
jeligion  remain  in  the  places  they  fettled  in.     They 

erected, 
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erected  forges    and    other   conveniencies   for 
ing  of  iron  guns,  wire,  and  all  other  manufactures 
of  copper,  brafs,    and   iron  -,    which,  for    the    mofc 
parr,  are  f bill  carried  on  by  their  pofterity. 

The  Swedifh  navigation  was  very  inronfiderable 
till  Queen  Chriftina,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  wars  in 
1644,  obtained  from  Denmark  a  freedom  from  cui- 
toms  for  all  fhips  and  goods  belonging  to  Swe- 
difh fu 'ejects  in  their  paffage  through  the  Sound  :  and 
eftablimed  in  her  own  dominions  that  difference  in 
cuftoms  that  ftill  fubfifts  between  Swedifli  and  fo- 
reign mips.  This  is  in  proportion  of  four,  five,  fix  j 
the  firft  called  whole  free;  the  fecond,  half;  and 
the  laft,  unfree  :  fo  that  where  a  whole  free  Swedifh 
fhip  pays  four  hundred  crowns,  half  free  pays 
hundred,  and  a  foreign  veiTel  fix.  But  as  great  as 
this  advantage  was,  it  had  but  little  effect,  till  rhe 
Englifh  act  of  navigation  bridled  the  Hollanders,  and 
opened  the  intercourfe  between  England  and  Sweden. 
Since  that  time,  their  commerce  has  been  much  aug- 
mented as  well  as  ours  that  way  •,  and  goods  trans- 
ported by  both,  or  either  party,  according  to  the  va- 
rious junctures  of  affairs. 

The  general  direction  of  their  trade  belongs  to  the 
college  of  commerce;  which  confifts  of  the  prefident 
of  the  treafury,  and  four  counlellors,  who  hear  caufes 
of  that  nature,  and  redrefs  any  diforders  that  happen. 
The  bank  at  Stockholm  is  of  great  benefit  to  trade, 
as  well  in  regard  that  the  king's  cuftoms  for  that 
are  paid  in  there,  as  alio  that  the  merchants  ord 
lily  make  payments  to  each  other  by  bills  drawn  upon 
it:  this  eafes  them  of  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
tranfporting  their  money  from  place  to  place,  that 
would  otherwife  be  very  e....:>uit  and  chargeable. 
The  manage  f  the  trade  of  i  has  al- 

ways been  in  the  hands  of  ftraj  moil  of  the  na- 

tives wanting  either  1  or  a     licat    n,     i  :  all 

of  them  ftocks  to  drive  it:  for  without  credit  from 

1,  they  are   net  able   to  keep  their  iron  w 
E'oins  ;  and  therefore  at  the  beginning  of  winter  they 
s    ,  illy 
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ufually  made  contracts  with  the  Englifh,  and  other 
foreigners,  who  then  advance  confiderabie  fums,  and 
receive  iron  in  iummer. 

Were  it  not  for  this  neceffity,  foreign  merchants 
would  have  but  little  encouragement,  or  fcarce  per- 
miilion  to  live  and  trade  amongft  them  ;  and  even, 
as  the  cafe  ftands,  the  treatment  of  them  is  as  rigo- 
rous as  in  any  country,  occafioned  chiefly  by  the 
burghers,  who  cannot,  with  any  patience,  fee  a 
fbranger  live  among  them.  This  is  the  lefs  fenfible 
to  the  Dutch  and  others,  who  fome  become  burghers, 
and  the  reft,  by  their  near  way  of  living,  are  lefs 
fubject  to  envy  ♦,  but  is  more  efpecially  the  cafe  of 
the  Engliih  merchants,  who  find  it  not  their  intereft 
to  become  burghers,  and  ufually  live  fomewhat  too 
high.  The  intereft  of  England  in  the  trade  of  Sweden^ 
may  be  computed  by  the  neceffaries  fent  to  us,  and 
the  vent  of  ours  there  :  their  copper,  iron,  tar,  pitch* 
marls,  &c.  cannot  be  had  elfewhere,  except  from 
America,,  whence  it  has  been  fuppofed  iuch  fupplies 
were  furnimed  ;  and,  if  fo,  this  confideratson  ought 
in  reafon  to  have  an  influence  on  the  Swediih  coun- 
cils, and  engage  them  to  make  the  Englifh  trade 
with  them  as  eafy  as  poinble,  that  the  merchants  be 
not  driven  upon  hew  defigns.  As  to  our  importa- 
tions thither,  they  fcarcely  amount  to  one  third  of 
what  we  export  from  thence,  and  confift  chiefly  of 
cloth,  fluffs,  and  other  woollen  manufactures,  of 
which  there  have  been  formerly  vended  yearly  there,.. 
to  the  value  of  about  fifty  thoufand  pounds  :  befide 
thofe,  tobacco,  Newcailie  coals,  pewter,  lead,  tin, 
fruity  and  fugar,  with  feveral  other  of  our  commo- 
dities, are  fold  at  the  market  *5  as  alio  good  quanti- 
ties of  herrings  from  Scotland,  with  other  of  their 
wares :  that  in  all,  we  are  fuppofed  to  vend  goods 
to  about  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  If 
any  more  than  half  be  paid  for,  it  is  looked  on  as 
very  extraordinary, 

Thefe  obfervations  and  remarks  upon  the  kingdom 
of  Sweden  were  written  about  fifty  years  ago,  and 

Vol,  IV, '  K  yet 
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yet  it  is  not  eafy  to  obtain  any  thing  relating  thtfretc? 
more  perfect  in  its  kind.  It  muft  be  allowed  that 
great  alterations  have  happened  in  Sweden  fince  that 
time.  Upon  the  death  of  the  late  king  Charles  XII. 
the  Swedifh  nation  very  wifely  laid  hold  of  that  oppor- 
tunity to  recover  their  antient  conftitution ;  to  reftrain 
the  power  of  the  crown  within  juft  bounds,  to  reftore 
that  of  the  ftates,  and  of  the  fenate  :  and  they  have 
made  the  beft  ufe  that  could  be  of  this  alteration, 
by  electing  a  prince  of  the  royal  family  to  be  the 
fucceffor  of  the  prefent  king,  and  making  the  crown 
hereditary  in  his  family  j  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is 
confident  with  their  freedom.  They  have  likewife 
taken  very  juft  and  prudent  precautions  for  preferv- 
Ing,  increafing,  and  extending  the  commerce  of  their 
country  •,  which,  though  at  prefent  lefs  confiderable 
than  it  formerly  was,  is,  however,  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  as  leem  to  promife  the  recovery  of  its  former 
interior  ftrength.  This  muft  be  attended,  fooner  or 
later,  with  the  reftoration  of  its  ancient  grandeur  i  fince 
both  reafon  and  experience  teach  us,  that  when  due 
care  is  taken  for  fecuring  the  peace,  the  freedom,  and 
profperity  of  any  people  at  home,  they  certainly  be- 
come refpected  by  their  neighbours,  and  confequcntly 
confiderable  abroad. 


THE 
PRESENT      STATE 

OF    THE 

Dominions   of   D   E    N    M   A  R  K, 

and  of  its  Subjects  : 
"With  occafional  Observations  and  Remarks. 

Colle&cd  from  the  writings   of  Lord  Molesworth,  and  other 
authors  of  credit. 

CONSIDERING  that  the  Danes  were  once 
matters  of  a  great  part  of  this  ifland,  that  our 
hrtnees  have  fince  frequently  intermarried  with  the 

families 
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families  of  the  Danifh  kings,  the  late  and  prefent 
queens  of  Denmark  being  daughters  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  we  have  as  great 
connection  with  this  kingdom  and  court  as  with  any 
of  the  northern  powers :  from  all  thefe  concurrent 
circumftances,  there  is  not  a  country  in  Europe, 
efpecially  in  the  north,  which  it  behoves  us  to  be  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  than  Denmark.  But  notwith- 
standing this,  it  fo  happens,  that  we  are  very  far 
from  being  generally  well  informed  as  to  this  nation 
and  its  concerns.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Molefworth, 
who  refided  at  Copenhagen  in  the  reign  of  king  Wil- 
liam, has  written  a  valuable  and  much  efteemed 
treatife  upon  this  fubject ;  in  which  he  very  fully 
explains  the  caufes  of,  and  the  manner  in  which 
that  great  revolution  happened,  whereby  the  kings 
of  Denmark,  from  being  elective  and  limited,  be- 
came hereditary  and  abfolute  in  1660.  And  by  the 
way  it, may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  this  is  the 
only  legal  abfolute  monarchy,  perhaps,  in  the 
world :  the  king  being  declared  fo  by  the  ftates  of 
the  kingdom,  who  had  that  power  by  the  confti- 
tution. 

It  is  indeed  true  that  there  was  a  force  put  upon 
the  nobility ;  but  it  was  a  force  put  upon  them  by 
the  people,  who  knew  that  they  made  a  very  bad 
ufe  of  the  authority  they  enjoyed  in  virtue  of  their 
Old  conftitution -,  and  therefore  made  it  their  choice 
to  live  under  an  abfolute  king,  rather  than  under  a 
tyrannical  ariftoeracy.  We  may  learn,  from  hence, 
feveral  things  worthy  of  our  obfervation ;  and,  among 
them,  thefe :  That  when,  in  a  mixed  or  limited 
government,  any  part  of  it  gains  fuch  a  fuperiority 
over  the  reft  as  is  deftructive  of  the  good  of  the 
whole,  it  cannot  long  fubfift;  but  muft  infallibly  be 
diflblved.  That  as  a  democracy,  or  popular  ftate,  is, 
of  all  others,  fooneft  corrupted ;  fo  an  ariftoeracy, 
or  government  by  a  few,  is,  when  corrupted,  the  leaft 
to  be  borne,  efpecially  in  ftates  which  have  a  vifible 
K  2  head: 
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head :  and  that,  in  fuch  revolutions,  the  change  is 
feldom,  if  ever,  from  a  tyrannical  to  a  mixed  go- 
vernment -,  but  from  one  defpotic  power  to  another. 
But  though  the  book  before-mentioned,  ftates  thole 
points  very  clearly  ;  and,  for  the  time  in  which  it  was 
written,  is  certainly  as  good  a  one  as  can  be  wiihed  -, 
yet  it  is  now,  in  fome  meafure,  out  of  date :  and, 
therefore,  in  order  to  have  a  tolerable  idea  of  the 
prefent  (late  of  this  country,  we  mull  alfo  have  re- 
courfe  to  later  obfervations. 

The  dominions  of  the  crown  of  Denmark  confift 
of  the  great  kingdom  of  Norway,  of  which  fome  ac- 
count has  already  been  given  •,  of  the  peninfula  of 
Jutland,  which,  from  the  frontiers  of  Germany  to 
its  utmoft  northern  bounds,  is  about  two  hundred 
and  feventy  miles  in  length,  and  of  different  breadths  j 
of  the  dutchy  of  Hclflein,  which  the  king  of  Den- 
mark holds  jointly  with  the  duke  of  that  title;  of 
the  Danifh  iflands,  the  chief  of  which  are  Zealand, 
Funen,  and  Iceland  •,  and  of  feveral  countries  in 
Germany,  fuch  as  Oldenbourg,  Delmenhorft,  and 
other  places,  partly  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the 
royal  family,  and  partly  obtained  by  conqueft.  We 
may  eafily  difcern,  from  hence,  that  this  crown  mull 
always  have  a  confiderable  fhare  in  the  general  fyf- 
tem  of  Europe,  as  well  as  in  the  particular  diilri- 
bution  of  power  in  the  north :  and  confequentlv, 
though  its  dominions  lie  a  little  out  of  the  way,  and 
we  do  not  very  frequently  hear  of  the  effects  either 
of  the  power  or  policy  of  the  kings  of  Denmark  •,  yet 
the  nature  of  their  dominions,  and  the  temper  of  their 
fubjects,  are  very  well  worth  knowing. 

The  air  of  Denmark  is  not  good,  efpecially  near 
Copenhagen,  which  is  fnppofed  to  proceed  from  its 
low  fituation,  and  the  frequent  fogs  there.  The 
air  of  Sleiwick  and  Holftein  is  better  than  that  in  the 
northern  parts,  and  the  country  more  deiirable  upon 
many  accounts,  as  will  appear  hereafter.  The  fame 
cblcivations  are  made  as  to  the  feafons  in  Denmark 

and 


of  DENMARK.  133 

and  Sweden,  viz.  that  the  year  is  divided  into  winter 
and  fummer-,  that  they  have  no  fpring,  and  very 
feldom  any  autumn  :  but  proceed  immediately  from 
an  extreme  cold  to  an  extremity  of  heat;  and  from 
violent  hot  weather  to  an  extremity  of  cold.  During 
the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  the  heat  is 
more  intenfe  than  in  England,  and  the  nights  not 
near  fo  cool  as  with  us,  though  they  are  fo  many  de- 
grees more  to  the  northward ;  nor  do  they  enjoy  a 
clear  funfhine  during  thole  heats,  but  thick  vapours 
all  the  time  between  them  and  the  fun  It  is  a 
general  obfervation,  that  the  heaven  is  much  brighter 
and  more  ferene  far  within  the  continent,  than  it  is 
near  the  fea  coaft  -,  nor  is  the  air  lrfs  clear  and  plea- 
fant  at  fea,  a  great  diftance  from  land,  than  it  is  in. 
the  middle  of  the  continent.  But  this  obfervation 
holds  more  true  within  the  tropics,  than  it  does  ei- 
ther in  the  northern  or  the  fouthern  latitudes.  The 
air  of  Norway  is  excefTive  cold ;  but  efpecially  with- 
in the  polar  circle,  which  is  inhabited  by  the  Lap- 
landers. The  more  foutherly  part  of  the  country 
differs  but  little  from  Sweden,  from  which  it  is  fepa- 
rated  only  by  the  Dofrine  hills. 

The  feas  bordering  on  the  Danifli  dominions  are  the 
German  ocean,  the  Baltic,  in  which  is  that  famous 
ftreight  or  pafTage  into  the  Eaft  Sea,  called  the  Ore 
Sound,  or  generally  the  Sound  of  the  Baltic.  It  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  being  a  mediterranean  fea,  there 
are  no  tides  in  it,  and  that  its  waters  are  frefher  than 
the  ocean  ;  fuppofed  to  be  occasioned  by  the  rivers 
that  run  into  it.  The  Sound  is  about  four  miles  over, 
having  the  ifland  of  Zealand  on  the  weft,  and  the 
continent  of  Schonen  on  the  eaft.  In  the  narroweft 
part  of  the  ftreight  of  Zealand,  or  Denmark  fide, 
ftands  the  town  of  Elfenore,  and  the  ftrong  caftle 
of  Cronenbourgj  before  which  there  is  a  tolerable 
road  for  fhipping.  On  the  fide  of  Schonen,  in  the 
porTeffion  of  the  Swedes,  is  the  town  of  Helfwg- 
bourg,  and  a  fmall  battery  of  guns^  which  ferve  only 
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to  falute  the  (hips  which  pafs  by  it.  Between  thofe; 
two  places  fail  all  the  (hipping  bound  to  the  Baltic. 
The  Danes  only,  however,  receive  the  toll  of  all 
merchantmen  who  pafs  by  it,  though  the  Swedes  are 
mailers  of  the  oppolite  more  ;  by  virtue  of  the  treaty 
concluded  when  they  yielded  up  Schonen  to  them. 
But  the  Swedes  themfelves  were  exempted  from  pay- 
ing any  duties,  till  the  peace  in  the  year  1721,  when 
the  affairs  of  Sweden  were  in  a  very  defperate  con- 
dition •,  and  then  they  condefcended  to  pay  a  toll  to 
Denmark,  as  other  nations  did,  on  their  pafiing 
the  Sound. 

This  duty  is  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from  the  mu- 
tual confent  of  the  merchants  trading  to  the  eaft 
country  •,  who  at  iirfl:  contributed  a  fmall  fum  toward 
maintaining-  of  lieht-houfes  on  the  coaft  for  their  own 
fecurity :  and  there  11  pen  this  pafiage  of  the  Sound 
came  to  be  more  ufed  than  that  of  either  Belt  to  the 
weftward  of  the  ifle  of  Zealand,  which,  in  other  re- 
fpecl.3,  feem  as  commodious  as  this.  From  ibme  fuch 
beginnings  the  Danes  proceeded  to  demand  large 
funis,  and  that  as  their  undoubted  right,  being  mat 
ters  of  both  mores.  The  emperor  CharL-s  V.  in  be- 
half of  his  fubjects  of  the  feventeen  provinces  of 
the  Low  Countries,  came  to  an  agreement  with  the 
Danes,  that  every  fhip  of  two  hundred  tons  and 
tinder,  panning  the  Sound,  ihould  pay  two  role  nobles 
going  and  coming  from  the  Baltic  •,  and  every  fhip 
above  that  burden,  three  nobles  :  which  agreement  re- 
mained in  force  until  the  United  Provinces  fet  up  for 
independent  itates ;  after  which  the  Danes  obliged  the 
Dutch  to  pay  extravagant  rates.  But  the  Hollanders 
and  Lubcckers  op  poll  ng  thefe  exactions  about  the 
year  1600,  obliged  the  Danes  to  accept  of  more  mo- 
derate duties.  The  fir  It  folemn  treaty  the  Dutch 
made  with  the  Danes  concerning  this  toll  was  in  the 
year  1647,  wherein  they  agreed  to  pay  about  twenty- 
five  pounds  for  every  lhip  of  two  hundred  tons 
palling  the  ftreights,  for  forty  years ;  at  the  expiration 
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•ef  which,  the  firlt  agreement  with  the  emperor  was 
to  be  in  force :  and  the  Engliih,  in  their  treaties 
with  Denmark,  agreed  to  pay  toll  as  the  Dutch, 
and  other  nations  in  friendfnip  with  them  did.  As 
to  the  free  ftates  of  England  and  Holland,  they  need 
afk  no  permifllon  of  the  Danes  to  pafs  the  Sound ;  for 
the  caftles  on  the  mores  are  at  too  great  a  di fiance  to 
prevent  it  •,  and,  if  they  had  not  a  fquadron  of  men 
of  war  ready  to  compel  the  merchant  to  pay  the  toll, 
he  might  pafs  by  unhurt.  Befide,  the  paffage  called 
the  Great  Belt,  between  the  iflands  of  Zealand  and 
Funen,  is  much  wider  j  and  that  of  the  LefTer  Belt, 
between  Fnnen  and  the  continent  of  Jutland,  is  not  at 
all  impracticable. 

The  nature  of  the  foil,    in  dominions   fo  far  ex- 
tended, and  fo  much  disjoined,  as  thofe  of  Denmark 
are,  mufl:  be  various.     The  ifland  of  Zealand,  where- 
in the  capital  city  of  Copenhagen  Hands,  produces 
no  corn  but  rye,  of  which  moll  of  their  bread  is 
made.     Of  this  they  have  enough  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  the  inhabitants,  but  not  to  export.     There  is  not 
much  meadow  or  paflure  ground  in  the  ifland ;  but 
what  they  have  is  fnort  and  fweet.     One  fourth  part 
of  the  country  is  foreft,  and  referved  for  the  king's 
game,  fuch  as  flags,  wild  boars,  &c.  which  no  fub- 
jecl:  dares  meddle  with,  though  he  finds  whole  herds 
of  them  devouring  his    corn,  and  the  farmers  are 
generally  great  fufferers  by  them,     In  a  wet  feaibn 
they  have  the  greatefl  plenty  of  grain  in  Zealand, 
Their  cattle  are  fmall,  and  lean  in  the  winter,  kept 
within  doors  for  feven  or  eight  months  of  the  year, 
and  fed  with  grains,  roots,  weeds,  and  fuch  fluff  as 
their  owners   can   provide :  but    in   fummer,  when 
there  is  grafs  to  be  had,  their  beef  is  pretty  good- 
Near   Copenhagen  the  fea  is  not   flored  with   fifh, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the  water  not  be- 
ing fo  fait  as  that  in  other  feas. 

The  only  city  worthy  of  notice  in  this  ifland,   and 
indeed  in  all  Denmark,  is  the  city  of  Copenhagen, 
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there  being  no  other  in  tht  king's  whole  dominions 
much  better  than  our  town  of  •:.  Alban's.     Co. 
hagen    is   neither  a  very  ancient,  nor  a   very   1 
place,  it  approaching   nearcft  to   Briitol  or  an/  of 
our  r.ngiifh  cities:   but  its  excellent  port,  rs  its 

fituation  for  trade  one  of  the  beft  in  the  It  is 

furrounded  with  foreifications,  and  the  port  is  incloied 
by  the  bulwarks  of  the  town,  the  entrance  being  \o 
narrow,  that  but  one  fhip  can  pafs  at  a  time  :  ana  this 
entrance  is  every  night  fhut  up  with  a  flrong  boom  : 
the  citadel  on  one    fide,  and  on  the  other   a  good 
block-houfe  well  furnifhed    with  cannon,  command 
the  mouth.     Within  this  haven  rides  the  royal  navy, 
every  fhip  having  her  place  affigned  her :  a  wooden 
gallery  ranges  the  whole  inclolure  where  the  fleet  lies, 
and  extending  over  the  water,  the  fhips  may  be  viewed 
from  it  in  as  eafy  and  commodious  a  manner  as  if  they 
lay  on  dry  land.     This  harbour  is  capacious  enough 
to  hold  five  hundred  fail,  out  of  the  reach  of  ftorms 
and  tempefts.  "But  it  has  been  found  that  their  forti- 
fications cannot  protect  them  from  a  bombardment 
at  fea,  nor  are  they  always  fecure  on  that  fide  a^ainft 
the  attacks  of  a  land  army.    For  the  Baltic  has  been 
fo  hard  frozen,  that  the  Swedes  have  drawn  their  ar- 
tillery over  the  ice,  and  laid  fiege  to  the  city.     The 
buildings  of  Copenhagen  were  in  general  very  m< 
they  being  formed  of  a  kind  of  cafe-work,  with  the 
intervals  beiween  the  timbers  filled  up  with  brick. 
The  public  edifices,  and  particularly  the  palace,  for- 
merly made  a  very  indifferent  appearance  -,  and  I 
ral  of  the  noblemen  were  infinite, y  better  lodged  than 
the  royal  family.     But  on  the  28th  of  October  j 
the  city  was  reduced  to  afhes,  and  this  conflagrai 
has  contributed  great!)  to  its  beauty  ;  for  it  role  again 
in  a  more  magnificent  form  \  the  houfes  were  built 
with  brick  and  free-Item ,  :.v.<\  the  king  has  erected  a 
very  noble  palace.     ''  he  royal  miifeum  here  contains 
zn  admirable  collection  of  curiolities  both  natural  and 
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artificial,  preferved  in  eight  chambers  over  the  royal 
library,  which  is  large  and  well  furnifhed. 

The  houfes  of  Copenhagen  do  not  take  up  above 
half  the  ground  inclofed  by  the  fortifications.  The 
ifle  of  A  mack,  which  is  feparated  from  the  city  only 
by  a  fmall  channel  of  the  fea,  is  united  to  it  by  fe- 
veral  bridges,  that  afford  an  eafy  communication: 
and  in  this  ifland  is  what  is  called  the  New  Town, 
which  confifts  of  about  four  or  five  hundred  houfes, 
and  contains  the  arfenal,  the  mint,  the  exchange,  and 
the  caitle.  This  little  ifland,  which  is  only  about  fix 
miles  in  length,  is  called  the  garden  of  Copenhagen, 
and  is  efteemed  the  moft  fertile  fpot  in  Denmark.  It 
was  given  long  ago  to  feveral  families  who  came  from 
North  Holland,  to  make  butter  and  cheele  for  the 
court ;  and  their  defendants  ftill  retain  the  habit, 
language,  and  cuftoms  of  their  predeceffors,  toge- 
ther with  their  cleanlinefs  and  induftry  :  for  they 
will  not  mix  with  the  Danes,  but  intermarry  with 
each  other.  This  ifland,  through  the  induftry  of 
thefe  laborious  people,  plentifully  fupplies  the  markets 
of  Copenhagen  with  all  forts  of  roots  and  herbs ;  be- 
fide  butter,  milk,  great  quantities  of  corn,  and  fome 
hay. 

The  ifland  of  Funen  oroduces  com  and  wood  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  natives,  and  they  have  cattle  for  their 
ufe;  but  it  affords  nothing  for  exportation,  excepting 
a  few  horfes.  Laland  is  a  plentiful  ifiand,  and  pro- 
duces all  forts  of  corn  in  abundance,  particularly 
wheat,  with  which  it  fupplies  Copenhagen,  and  all 
other  parts  of  Denmark. 

The  iOands  of  Falftria,  Langland,  and  Mona,  are 
reckoned  tolerable  fruitful ;  Arroe  and  Alfen  produce 
annifeed,  which  they  mix  v/ith  their  bread,  and  ufe 
it  in  feafoning  their  meat.  Jutland  has  corn  enough 
for  the  natives,  and  abounds  in  cattle.  The  horfes 
and  hogs  of  this  country  are  reckoned  very  good, 
and  black  cattle  are  traniported  lean  from  hence  to 
Holland,  where   they  grow  fat  in  a  fhort  time ;  of 
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which  the  Dutch  make  a  confiderable  profit.  The 
.country  or  Slefwick  hath  a  fufHcient  quantity  of 
corn,  cattle,  and  horfes,  with  which  they  furnifh 
their  neighbours.  Holftein  is  a  pleafant,  fruitful 
country,  laid  to  refemblc  England  in  its  variety  of 
hills,  woods,  rivers,  meadows,  and  corn  fields.  Stor- 
mar  and  Ditmarch  lie  down  near  the  Elb,  being  a 
rich  foil,  compared  to  Holland  for  fertility  and  im- 
provement of  its  lands,  which  are  fometimes  over- 
flowed, however,  by  the  neighbouring  ocean.  Olden- 
bourg  alio  is  a  flat  country,  much  expofed  to  inun- 
dations ;  but  abounds  in  cattle,  and  hath  a  breed  of 
horfes  efteemedfor  being  of  a  white  or  cream  colour; 
though  they  have  generally  tender  feet,  and  lad  but 
a  little  while.  Delmenhorft  is  a  more  hilly  country 
than  Oldenbourg,  and  pretty  well  wooded.  Norway 
and  Lapland  having  been  already  defcribed,  there  is 
no  need  of  dwelling  upon  them  here. 

The  iflands  of  Iceland,  Fero,  and  Schetland  are 
almoft  as  barren  as  ISTorway  ;  corn  will  fcarcely  grow 
in  any  of  them-,  but  they  abound  in  cattle.  _Thc 
natives  of  Iceland  feed  on  the  fieffi  of  bears,  wolves, 
and  foxes,  and  bread  made  of  dried  fifh  beat  to 
powder.  They  barter  their  dried  fifh,  tallow,  and 
fulphur,  for  fu.ch  other  commodities  as  they  want. 
There  are  not,  either  in  the  iflands  of  Iceland  or  Fero, 
any  trees,  except  juniper-fhrubs,  birch,  and  willows : 
but  they  have  roots,  and  other  garden -Huff,  which, 
with  their  fifh,  are  their  greatell  fupport.  They  have 
good  paft.ii  re,  and  a  tolerable  breed  of  black  cattle, 
imall  fized  horfes,  and  fome  flocks  of  fheep,  and  al- 
moft all  manner  of  roots  and  herbs  which  grow  in 
other  kitchen  gardens  5  and  are  pjretty  well  flocked 
with  filh  and  fowl.  But  the  cold  is  very  fevere  in  all 
thefe  iflands,  and  their  winter  is  dark,  as  may  eafily 
be  gathered  from  their  fit  nation. 

As  to  the  manufactures  of  Denmark  and  Norway, 
there  are  none,  except  of  iron-,  which  is  not  very 
confiderable,     Holftein  and  Slefwjck  fcem  to  be  ex- 
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ireamly  well  fituated  for  foreign  trade,  lying  both 
upon  the  Baltic  and  the  ocean  ;  but  reap  little  advan- 
tage from  their  fituation  at  prefent.  Hamburgh  on 
one  fide,  and  Lubec  on  the  other,  which  border  upon 
Holftein,  are  indeed  towns  of  great  trade,  and  the 
Dane  fometimes  pretends  to  the  fovereignty  of  Ham- 
burgh :  but,  by  the  countenance  of  the  neighbour- 
ing powers,  that  city  hath  hitherto  nominally  pre- 
ferved  her  liberties,  at  the  expence  of  heavy  contri- 
butions occafionally  fqueezed  out  of  it,  by  th,e 
armies  of  Denmark  ;  the  laft  of  which  was  in  the  year 
j  762.  Jutland  and  Holftein  export  nothing  but 
horfes  and  cattle.  From  Norway,  indeed,  there  are 
great  quantities  of  fir-timber,  for  malls,  yards,  and 
planks  exported,  with  pitch,  tar,  ftock-fifn,  oil,  and 
iron,  for  which  they  receive  ready  money  chiefly  of 
the  Engliih ;  but  of  the  French,  wine,  brandy,  ala- 
modes,  and  other  articles. 

The  Danes  have  fome  inconfiderable  factories  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea ;  and  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  they  are  matters  of  the  city  and  fort 
of  Tranquebar,  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  towns 
on  the  eaft-fide  of  the  continent :  and  from  hence 
are  fent  home,  fome  years,  two  or  three  fhips.  The 
Danes  are  reckoned  to  have  more  fhipping  than  the 
Swedes,  the  reafon  whereof  may  be,  that  Norway 
furnifhes  a  confiderable  number  of  hardy  feamen, 
who  are  ufed  to  thofe  boifterous  feas.  The  Dutch 
alfo  maintain  great  numbers  of  Norwegians  in  their 
fleets,  where  they  live  better  than  on  their  own  bar- 
ren coafts,  which  makes  thefe  people  apply  them- 
felves  more  to  the  fea-fervice  than  any  other  fubjedts 
of  Denmark  :  $nd  there  is  always  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  them  ready  to  man  the  royal  navy :  which 
brings  us  to  enquire  into  the  ftrength  and  forces  of 
the  Danes  by  fea  and  land. 

We  cannot  enter  upon  this  head  without  making 
the  fame  reflections  that  lord  Molefworth  does.  It  is 
pertain  that  the  levying  taxes  here  is  not  more  grieY- 
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ous  to  the  people,  than  the  reafon  for  which  they  are 
levied;  the  maintenance  of  a  great  funding  army. 
The  people  are  made  contributors  to  their  own  mi- 
fery,  and  their  puries  drained  in  order  to  maintain 
their  flavery.  The  French  king  has  taught  the 
princes  of  Europe  that  pernicious  fecret  of  making 
one  part  of  the  people  bridle  and  fcourge  the  other; 
which,  in  time,  mud"  needs  end  in  a  general  defla- 
tion. The  king  of  Denmark  hath  even  endeavoured 
to  exceed  his  original,  in  raiting  more  men  than  his 
country  will  maintain  :  and,  at  prefent,  the  northern 
and  German  princes  eftimate  their  wealth  not  by  the 
fertility  or  extent  of  their  territory,  by  the  trade  or  in- 
duftry  of  the  people,  but  by  the  numbers  of  horfc 
and  foot  in  their  fervice :  for  the  fu'ofiftence  of  which, 
after  they  have  eaten  up  their  own  fubjects,  they  make 
ufe  of  an  hundred  cruel  and  unjuft  pretences  to  ruin 
and  encroach  on  their  neighbours.  When  they  can- 
not accomplifh  iuch  projects,  they  foment  quarrels 
among  other  princes,  that  they  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  letting  out  their  troops  for  hire;  and  have 
found  the  art  of  receiving  pay,  without  interesting 
themfelves  in  the  quarrel :  which  hath  been  the  con- 
ftant  practice  of  the  Danes,  and  fome  neighbouring 
princes,  for  many  years  pad.  Thofe  practices,  how- 
ever, have  been  very  pernicious  to  Denmark. 

It  is  computed  that  Denmark,  Holliein,  and  Olden- 
bourg  maintain  five  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty 
horfe,  fifteen  hundred  dragoons,  and  feventeen  thou- 
fand foot.  Norway  maintains  twelve  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  horfe  and  dragoons,  and  fourteen  thoufand 
three  hundred  foot,  making  in  all  a  body  of  near 
forty  thoufand  men.  The  foot  foldiers,  both  officers 
and  private  men,  are  generally  foreigners,  of  all 
countries,  Poles,  Germans,  Swedes,  Scoi  >,  &c.  There 
are  more  reafons  than  one  ior  not  employing  too  ma- 
ny of  the  natives;  but  the  principal,  left  they  (houlfl 
mew  too  much  affection  to  their  own  country,  and 
not  fo  readily  obey  the  arbitrary  commands  of  their 
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princes.  Officers  of  horfe  receive  no  more  pay,  in 
time  of  peace,  than  thofe  of  the  foot.  The  horfe 
are  ufually  natives,  and  maintained  every  one  by  a 
free-holder  or  farmer,  who  is  obliged  to  provide  him 
and  his  horfe  with  meat,  and  fix  {hillings  a  month  in 
money,  half  of  which  the  colonel  takes  toward  his 
mounting  :  and  in  Holflein  they  have  fomethino-  bet- 
ter pay  than  in  Denmark.  In  Norway  little  money 
is  expended  in  paying  the  forces ;  the  private  foldiers 
being  quartered  on  the  boors,  and,  which  is  an  heavy 
burthen,  fubfifted  by  them. 

For  the  fea-fervice  three  thoufand  mariners  are  con- 
flantly  maintained  at  Copenhagen,  as  well  in  peace 
as  war;  having  a  weekly  allowance  of  fait,  flefh 
ftock-filh,  or  meal,  grout,  &c.  for  themfelves  and 
their  families,  and  about  eighty  rix-dollars  a  year  in 
money.  And  there  are  feveral  ftreets  of  little  houfes, 
or  barracks,  near  the  walls,  where  they  live,  and 
where  their  wives  and  children  relide  while  they  are  at 
fea.  Their  bufmefs,  in  time  of  peace,  is  to  work  in 
the  king's  yards  and  docks,  which  are  over-againft 
the  palace  of  Copenhagen,  where  they  take  it  by 
turns  to  ferve  in  all  laborious  works  relating  to  the 
fhipping  i  and  once  a  year  it  is  ufual  to  equip  a  frnall 
fquadron  of  men  of  war,  and  fail  with  them  two  or 
three  months  for  exercifing  the  failors.  All  the  of- 
ficers in  the  fleet  are  in  conftant  pay,  as  well  in  peace 
as  war  ■,  and  the  Danes  compute,  that  they  can  rio- 
out  upward  of  thirty  fail  of  men  of  war  at  a  very 
fhort  warning. 

^  The  king's  revenues  arife  from  the  duties  paid  by 
his  own  fubjects,  the  cuftoms  paid  by  foreigners,  the 
crown  lands,  fines,  and  confifcations.  The  taxes  paid 
by  his  fubjects  are  either  fixed  or  variable.  Of  the 
firft  fort  are  the  duties  of  import  and  export,  and 
the  excife  commonly  called  confumption,  laid  upon 
every  thing  that  is  ate  or  drank  in  the  kingdom. 
There  are  alfo  duties  paid  for  marriage  licences,  du- 
ties on  ftamp-paper,  on  which  all  bargains,  contracts, 
4  proceedings. 
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proceedings  at  law,  &c.  are  written :  ibme  of  thefe 
duties  amounting  to  feveral  rix-dollars  per  meet. 
Duties  are  alfo  laid  upon  brewing  and  malt,  and  corn 
that  is  ground  in  mills.  Thefe  duties  are  certain, 
or  feldom  altered.  The  uncertain  duties  are  the 
taxes  on  land,  which  are  not  afTeffed  by  the  acre,  but 
according  to  the  annual  value  of  the  farm.  Foil- 
money  impofed  upon  every  one  according  to  the  per- 
fonaleftate  he  is  fuppofed  to  have,  which  is  fometimes 
levied  twice  a  year.  Money  levied  for  erecting  or 
repairing  the  fortifications.  An  occahonal  tax,  railed 
only  when  a  daughter  of  Denmark  is  to  be  married, 
whofe  portion  is  ufually  an  hundred  thoufand  crowns. 
A  tax  laid  upon  every  tradefman  for  the  liberty  of 
exercifing  his  calling,  and  the  gain  he  is  luppofed  to 
make  by  it;  who  is  obliged  alio  to  quarter  foldiers. 
The  ground-rents,  in  all  cities  and  towns,  which  the 
king  taxes,  according  to  the  value  of  the  houfe  or 
the  ability  of  the  poffeiTor.  In  Holftein  the  lands  are 
taxed  according  to  the  ploughs,  each  plough  paving 
a  certain  fum  every  month.  Not  many  years  fince 
an  eftimate  was  made  of  all  the  houfes  in  the  cities 
and  towns  in  the  king's  dominions ;  and  all  the  lands 
were  meafured,  that  the  crown  might  the  better  un- 
derftand  their  value-,  and  the  ground- tax,  in  the 
cities  and  towns,  was  afTefTed  at  four  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  value  the  ground  was  rated  at,  if  it  was  to  be 
purchaied  -,  and  the  like  proportion  was  obferved  to- 
ward others,  in  regard  to  their  houfes  and  profefTion. 
The  moll  moderate  affeiTment  of  their  poll-tax  is 
according  to  the  following  proportion,  viz.  a  citizen 
worth  eight  or  ten  thoufand  rix-dollars  pays  four  rix- 
dollars  for  himlelf,  four  for  his  wife,  two  for  every 
child,  and  one  for  each  fervant  •,  and  for  every  horfe  a 
rix-dollar.  An  alehouie-keeper  pays  one  nx-dollar 
for  himfelf,  another  for  his  wife,  twenty-four  Hi  vers 
for  every  child,  and  fixteen  for  every  fervant.  The 
fortification  tax  is  ufually  high.  A  merchant  worth 
fix  or  eight  thoufand  rix-dollars,  hath  lbmeumcs  paid 

fixty- 
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fixty-eight  dollars,  an  ordinary  citizen  eight  or  ten, 
and  others  in  proportion. 

Denmark,  as  has  been  hinted,  was  till  lately  go- 
verned by  a  king  chofen  by  the  people  of  all  ranks ; 
but  in  their  choice,  they  paid  a  due  regard  to  the 
family  of  the  preceding  prince,  and  if  they  found  one 
of  his  line  qualified  for  that  high  honour,  they  thought 
it  juffc  to  prefer  him  before  any  other,  and  were 
pleafed  when  they  had  reafon  to  chufe  the  eldeft  for* 
of  their  former  king  :  but  if  thofe  of  the  royal  family 
were  deficient  in  abilities,  or  had  rendered  themfelves 
unworthy  by  their  vices,  they  chofe  fome  other  per- 
fon,  and  fometimes  a  private  man  for  that  high 
dignity. 

Frequent  meetings  cf  the  flates  was  a  funda- 
mental part  of  the  conflitution :  in  thofe  meetings 
every  thing  relating  to  the  government  was  tranf- 
acted ;  good  laws  were  enacled,  and  all  affairs  relat- 
ing to  peace  and  war,  the  difpofal  of  great  offices, 
and  contracts  of  marriage  for  the  royal  family,  were 
declared.  The  impofing  of  taxes  was  purely  acci- 
dental, no  money  being  levied  on  the  people  except 
to  maintain  a  necefTary  war  with  the  advice  and  con- 
fent  of  the  nation,  or  now  and  then  by  way  of  free- 
gift,  to  add  to  a  daughter's  portion  :  the  king's  ordi- 
nary revenue  confifting  only  in  the  rents  of  his  lands 
and  demelnes,  in  his  herds  of  cattle,  his  forefts,  fer- 
vices  of  tenants  in  cultivating  his  ground,  &c.  for 
cuftoms  on  merchandize  were  not  then  known  in  that 
part  of  the  world ;  fo  that  he  lived  like  one  of  our 
modern  noblemen,  upon  the  revenues  of  his  eftate. 
It  was  his  bufinefs  to  fee  juftice  impartially  adminif- 
tered ;  to  watch  over  the  welfare  of  his  people,  to 
command  their  armies  in  perfon ;  to  encourage  in- 
duftry,  arts,  and  learning:  and  it  was  equally  his 
duty  and  interefc  to  keep  fair  with  the  nobility  and 
gentry,  and  to  be  careful  of  the  plenty  and  proipe- 
rity  of  the  commons. 

But 
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But  in  1660,  the  three  eitates,  that  is,  the  nobility, 
clergy,  and  commonalty,  being  affembled  in  order  to 
pay 'and  dilband  the  troops  which  had  been  employed 
againft  the  Swedes  ;  the  nobility  endeavoured  to  lay 
the  whole  burthen  on  the  commons,  while  the  lat 
who  had  defended  their  country,  their  prince,  and 
the  nobility  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  bravery,  in- 
filled that'  the  nobles,  who  enjoyed  all  the  lands, 
fhould  at  leatt  pay  their  fhare  of  the  taxes,  fincc  they 
had  fufftred  lels  in  the  common  calamity,  and  done 
lefs  to  prevent  its  progrefs.  _^ 

At  this  the  nobility  were  enraged,  and  many  bit- 
/  ter  replies  pafTed  on  both  fides.     At  length  the  prin- 

^  cipal  fenator  ftanding  up,  told  the  prefident  of  the 

city  that  the  commons  neither  underftood  the  privi- 
leges of  the  nobility,  nor  confidered,  that  they 
themfelves  were  no  other  than  ilaves.  The  word 
flaves  was  followed  by  a  loud  murmur  from  the  clergy 
and  burghers:  N  anion,  the  prefident  of  the  city  ot 
Copenhagen,  and  fpeaker  of  the  houle  of  commons, 
perceiving  the  indignation  it  occafioned,  initantly 
arofe,  aneffwearing  that  the  commons  were  no  flaves, 
which  the  nobility  fhould  foon  prove  to  their  coft ; 
walked  out,  followed  by  the  clergy  and  burghers, 
and  proceeding  to  the  brewers-hall,  debated  there 
on  the  moft  effedual  means  of  humbling  the  lniup- 
portable  pride  of  the  nobles. 

The  next  morning  the  commons  and  clergy  march- 
ed in  great  order  to  the  council-houfe,  where  the 
nobles  were  again  affembled-,  and  the  prefident 
Nanfon  made  a  fhort  fpeech,  obferving  that .they 
had  confidered  the  ftate  of  the-  nation,  and  found 
that  the  only  way  to  remedy  the  disorders  of  the  ftate, 
was  to  add  to  the  power  of  the  king,  and  render  his 
crown  hereditary,  in  which  if  they  thought  lit  to  con- 
cur they  were  ready  to  accompany  them  to  the  king, 
whom   they   had  informed  of  their  refolution,  and 

who  expected  tl.cm  in  the  hail  of  his  palace. 

*  The 
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The  fuddennefs  of  this  propofal,  and  the  refolu- 
tion  with  which  it  was  made,  cauied  a  general  con- 
firmation among  the  nobles.  They  now  endeavour- 
ed to  footh  the  commons  by  fair  fpeeches  ;  and  urged 
that  fo  important  an  affair  mould  be  managed  with 
due  folemnity,  and  that  it  mould  be  regulated  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  it  might  not  have  the  appearance  of  a 
tumult.  To  this  the  prefident  replied,  that  they  only 
wanted  to  gain  time,  in  order  to  fruftrate  the  inten- 
tions of  the  commons ;  who  came  not  thither  to 
confult,  but  to  act.  After  farther  debate,  the  com- 
mons growing  impatient,  the  clergy  and  burghers,  led 
on  by  their  bifhop  and  prefident,  proceeded  without 
the  nobles  to  the  palace ;  and  were  met  by  the  prime 
minifter,  who  conducted  them  to  the  hall  of  audi- 
ence, whither  the  king  foon  came  to  them.  The 
bifhop  made  a  long  fpeech  in  praife  of  his  majefty, 
and  concluded  with  offering  him  an  hereditary  and 
abfolute  dominion.  The  king  returned  them  his 
thanks  •,  but  obferved  that  the  concurrence  of  the 
nobles  was  neceffary  •,  he  arTured  them  of  his  protec- 
tion, and  promifed  to  eafe  their  grievances.  The 
nobles  were  all  this  while  in  the  greateft  diffraction ; 
they  could  come  to  no  refolution,  and  broke  up  in 
order  to  attend  the  funeral  of  a  principal  fenator ; 
but  while  they  were  at  a  magnificent  dinner,  which 
was  ufually  provided  on  fuch  occalions,  they  were 
told  that  the  city  gates  were  ihut  up  by  the  king's 
orders,  and  the  keys  carried  to  court.  They  were 
now  filled  with  the  apprehenfions  of  being  all  maf- 
facred,  and  the  dread  of  lofing  their  lives  took  away 
all  thoughts  of  their  liberty :  they  therefore  immedi- 
ately difpatched  meffengers  both  to  the  court  and  to 
the  commons,  to  give  notice  of  their  compliance. 
But  the  king  being  refolved  to  avail  himfelf  fully  of 
the  prefent  popular  difpofitionj  which  by  his  emiffa- 
ries  he  had  contributed  to  ftimulate ;  would  not 
fuffer  the  gates  to  be  opened  till  the  whole  ceremony 
of  his  inauguration  was  concluded.  Three  days  time 
were  neceffary  to  prepare  matters  for  the  fatal  hour  in 

Vol.  IV.  L  which 
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which  they  were  to  make  a  formal  furrender  of  tl 
liberty.     Scaffolds  covered  with  tapeftry  were  ere 
in  the  fquare  before  the  cattle  :  orders  were  given  for 
the  lbldiers  and  burghers  to  appear  in   arms  under 
thrir  refpeclive  officer.-  •,  and  on  the  27th  of  October 
in  the  morning,  the  king,  queen,  an  i  royal  family 
being  mounted  on  a  theatre  erected  for  that  purpofe, 
and  placed  in  chairs  of  {fate  under  canopies  of 
vet,  received  publicly  the  homage  'fall  the  ienators, 
nobility,  clergy,  and  commons.    This  was  perform- 
ed on   their   knees,  c.ch  taking  an  oath  to  pro:; 
his  majeily's  irnerel!  in  all  things,    and   to  ierve  him 
faithfully  as  became  hereditary  fubjec~ts.     Here  one 
Gerdorf,   a    principal    fenator,  was    the    only    marr 
who  opened  his  mouth   in   behalf  of  their   expiring 
liberties;  faying,  that  he  hoped  and  truired  that 
majefty  defigned  nothing;  but  the  good  of  his  people, 
and  not  to  govern  them  after  the  Turkilh  manner  : 
but  he  wiilied  his  fucceffors  might  follow  the  example 
his  majefty  would  undoubtedly  let   them,  and  make 
ufe  of  that  unlimited  power  for  the  goor,  and  not  for 
the  prejudice,  of  his  fubjects.  Not  one  of  the  reft  (poke 
a  word,  or  feemed  in  the  leaft  to  murmur  at   what 
was  done,  fo  totally  had  their  former  haughty  I 
fubfided.     Thofe  who   had  paid  their  homage  now 
retired  to  the  council-houle,  where  the  nobles  were 
called  over  by  name,  and  ordered  to  fubferibe  the 
oath  they  had  taken,   which  they  all  did. 

Thus  in  four  days  time  the  kingdom  of  Dcnm 
was  changed  from  a  ftate  but  lit:  nt  from 

of  ariftocracy  to  that  of  an  unlimited  monarchy.   The 
only  comfort  the  commons  had  left,  was 
former  opprc  rnoft  as  much  humbled  as  them- 

felves;  while  all  that  the  citizens  of  Copenhagen  have 

ined  by  it  is,  the  infigi  rivilegeoj 

iwords  :   fo  that  a  barber  ftira 

.id  without  one  by  :.      1  he  clergy  werq 

indeed  the  only  gainers. 5  for  they  reaped  man 
t^c*  from  this  (  1    1 

However, 
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However,  no  enfigns  of  majefty  appear  at  the 
tourt  of  Denmark,  except  fuch  as  are  military;  as 
horfe  and  foot  guards,  yeomen,  and  the  founds  of 
drums  and  trumpets :  but  the  badges  of  peace,  as 
heralds,  maces,  the  chancellor's  purfe,  and  the  fword 
of  ftate,  are  here  unknown.  The  king  fits  down  to 
dinner  with  his  queen,  children,  relations,  and  gene- 
ral officers  of  the  army,  till  the  round  table  be  rilled. 
The  court-marfnal  inviting  fometimes  one  and  fome- 
times  another  to  eat  with  his  majefty  till  all  have  had 
their  turns  in  that  honour.  A  page  in  livery  fays 
grace  before  and  after  meat-,  for  no  chaplain  appears 
here  but  in  the  pulpit.  The  attendants  are  one  or 
two  gentlemen,  and  the  reft  livery  fervants;  The" 
kettle  drums  and  trumpets,  which  are  ranged  before 
the  palace,  proclaim  aloud  the  very  minute  when  the 
king  fits  down  to  table ;  but  the  ceremony  of  the 
knee  is  not  ufed  to  his  majefty. 

As  to  the  perfons  of  the  Danes,  they  are  generally' 
tall,  and  ftrong  limbed ;  their  complexion  good ; 
their  hair  fair,  yellow,  or  red  :  and  as  few  of  the 
men  wear  wigs,  they  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  in 
curling  their  yellow  locks.  Neither  men  nor  women 
are  afhamed  of  red  hair,  or  endeavour  to  change  the 
colour.  They  have  bad  fhapes,  and  their  mien  is  not 
to  be  admired.  When  we  fee  the  Daniih  women  fit- 
ting in  a  coach  or  chair,  fame  of  them  appear  exqui- 
fuely  beautiful  -,  but  if  they  rife  and  attempt  to  walky 
they  fpoil  ail.  Both  ladies  and  gentlemen  hi  fommer 
affect  to  wear  the  French  drefs ;  but  in  winter  wrap 
themfelves  up  in  furs  or  wool,  like  the  reft  of  the 
northern  people.  They  are  neat  in  their  linen,  chang- 
ing it  often,  and  affect  too  much  magnificence,  it 
is  obferved  that  Denmark  feldom  produces  a  great 
genius ;  they  are  not  good  at  invention  or  imitation,' 
and  are  neither  deeply  learned,  nor  exquifite  me- 
chanics. Polite  learning  they  are  perfect  Arrangers  to, 
and  few  books  are  found  amongft  them,  except  thpfe 
of  controverfial  religion. 

L   *  Lord 


148  An  Account  of  the  Kingdom 

Lord  Molefworth,  in  fumming  up  their  character, 
fays,  he  never  knew  a  country  where  the  minds  of  peo- 
ple were  more  upon  a  level.    As  we  find  none  of  extra- 
ordinary parts  or  qualifications,  or  excellent  in  parti- 
cular ftudies  or  arts,  fo  we  fee  no  enthufiafts,  madmen, 
natural  fools,  or  whimfical  people:  but  a  certain  me- 
diocrity of  understanding  reigns  among  them  ;  every 
one  plods  on  in  the  ordinary  track  of  common  fenfe, 
without  deviating  to  the  right  or  left.     The  common 
people,   however,  in  general,  write   and   read ;  and 
their  clergy  ufually  talk  Latin,  but  not  in  the  greateft: 
purity.     The  vices   the  gentry  are  molt  addicted  to, 
are  gluttony  and  drunkennefs.     When  they  fit  down 
to  eat  and  drink,  they  never  know  when  to  rife,  but 
the    debauch   fometimes   continues  whole  days   and 
nights.     The  firft  thing  a  friend  is  p relented  with  at 
his  coming  into  the  houfe  is  a  dram  of  brandy ;  and 
they  are  no  fooner  fet  down  to  dinner,  but  every  man 
and  woman  hath  alfo  a  glafs  fet  by  their  plate :   and  on 
propofing  a  health  take  off  their  glaffes  together,  and 
by  that  means  make  a  quick  difpatch.     The  women 
indeed   retire    after  dinner,    but  the    men  fit  it   out 
till  they  have  loft  (which  is  not  foon  done)  their  little 
fenfe: 

The  liquors  drank  by  people  of  condition  are  Rhe=-> 
iti fh- wines,  cherry- brandy,  and  all  forts  of  French- 
wines.  The  men  are  fond  of  them,  and  the  fair  (ex 
do  not  refufe  them.  The  poor  people  indulge  in  bad 
beer  and  fpirits  extracted  from  malt  or  barley.  Nor 
do  the  Norwegians,  who  can  afford  it,  come  behind 
the  Danes  ;  it  is  the  cuftom  of  the  country  ;  and  both 
among  the  gentry  and  common  people,  lewdnefs  and 
intemperance  pals  lor  wit  and  ingenious  converfation. 
As  to  their  eating,  the  tables  of  people  of  condition 
are  covered  with  a  variety  of  difhes  \  but  the  iielh, 
except  beef  and  veal,  is  generally  lean  and  ill  tailed; 
their  tame  fowls  and  wild  ducks  are  fcarce  eatable. 
There  are  no  fallow  deer,  woodcocks,  pheafants,  or 
rabbits  5  and  red  deer  are  the  king's  game,  and  noe 
to  bepurchafed.  '1  heir  hares  and  their  bacon  are  ex- 
cellent, 
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cellent,  as  are  their  frefh-water  fifh,  particularly  the 
carp,  perch,  and  cray  fifh;  but  fea-fifh  is  fcarce  and 
ill  tailed :  and  in  general,  their  cookery  is  not  agree- 
able to  an  Englifh  palate.  The  common  people  in 
town  and  country  live  upon  coarfe  rye  bread,  lean 
fait  fifh,  ftock-fifh,  roots,  and  very  bad  cheefe;  fel- 
dom  tailing  frefh  fifh,  and  hardly  ever  flefh.  As 
to  the  character  of  the  common  people,  they  are 
poor,  and  mean-fpirited,  far  from  the  warlike  temper 
of  their  ance Mors  -,  inclined  to  cheating,  and  intoler- 
ably jealous  and  fufpicious  that  others  have  a  defign 
upon  them;  which  may  be  obferved  to  be  the  cafe 
of  mofl  men  of  limited  underflandings.  In  our 
age,  fays  Puffendorf,  the  Danes  have  loft  much  of 
their  ancient  glory,  becaufe  the  prefent  nobility  and 
gentry  are  rather  for  enjoying  their  revenues  in  eafe 
and  luxury,  than  for  undergoing  the  fatigues  of  war; 
and  the  commonalty  have  followed  their  example. 

The  Norwegians  undergo  all  kinds  of  hardfhips 
with  more  courage  and  vigour,  to  which  they  are  in- 
ured by  the  climate  they  live  in:  but  the  Danes,  ever 
fince  they  have  been  mailers  of  Norway,  have  endea- 
voured to  deprefs  and  keep  that  people  under,  by 
taking  from  them  all  the  opportunities  of  exerting 
themfelves  •,  and  there  are  now  very  few  of  the  ancient 
nobility  left  in  Norway.  The  Danes  travel  either  in 
waggons,  on  horfeback,  or  in  (ledges ;  and  there  is 
an  officer  who  regulates  the  prices  of  carriage,  and 
punifhes  thofe  who  extort  more  than  their  due.  If 
any  gentleman  can  procure  a  warrant  from  the  court, 
when  he  is  about  to  undertake  a  journey,  the  pea- 
fants  or  farmers  are  obliged  to  furnifh  him  with  horfes 
and  carriages,  in  every  country  through  which  he 
paiTes,  without  being  allowed  any  thing,  as  they  do 
for  the  king  and  court  whenever  they  travel.  The 
Danes  have  their  playhoufe  for  their  diverfion  •,  they 
take  their  pleafure  alfo  in  their  fledges  upon  the  ice  in 
winter.  But  downright  drinking  is  their  favourite 
recreation  ;  the  mofl  ferious  affairs  fubmit  to  this,  the 
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great  bufinefs  of  the  day  and  night.  Nor  do  the 
Danes  indulge  more  in  eating  and  drinking  than  ir* 
their  lodging  •,  for  as  there  is  no  place  Where  there  is 
greater  plenty  of  good  feather-beds,  they  lay  one 
under,  another  over  them,  all  the  winter  feafon. 
But  lodgings  for  Grangers  are  procured  with  diffi- 
culty in  private  houfes  ;  and  in  public-houfes  they  are 
obliged  to  eat  and  deep  in  common,  no  man  being 
allowed  a  room  to  himfelf,  except  his  quality  be  very 
high  indeed. 

The  king  of  Denmark  is  the  great  interpreter  of 
his  laws,  and  can  change  them  at  pleafure.  He  is 
the  fupream  judge  and  prefident  of  the  high  court  of 
juftice,  when  he  pleafes  to  fit  there,  which  is  r.or 
often  :  however,  whether  prefent  or  abfent,  the  ad- 
vocates always  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  king.  The 
princes  of  the  blood,  and  the  nobility  and  {  are 

common1'/  tried  in  this  high  court-,    and  the  fuj 
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charged  with  hereiy,  or  any  other  notorious  crime. 

A  perfon  guilty  of  theft  is  not  only  fentericed  to 
be  whipped,  and  to  hard  labour  in  the  public  works, 
but   to  reftore  double  the  value  of  the  roods  llolen 
to  the  owner.     Coining  is  punifhed  with   the  lofs  of 
life  and  honour,  and  confiscation  of  the  eftate  of  the 
offender i  and  the  fame  punifhment  is  inflicted  on  him 
who  removes  an  antient  landmark.    He  who  counter- 
feits the  hand  and  Hal  of  another,  or  forces  a  writ- 
ing,  is  fentenced  to  have  his  head  cut  off,  his  goods 
confiicated,  and  declared  infamous.     The  torture  is 
feldom  ufed  in  Denmark,  but  in  cafes  or"  high  trca- 
fon-,   and  then  only  upon   perfons   already  convicted 
of  the  lame  crime,  in  order   to  make  them  difcover 
their  accomplices.     Duels,  and  even  the  chi 
another  to  fight,  is  punifhed  with  the  lofs  of  life  and 
eftate  -,  and  feconds,  who  do  not  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent it,   are  punifhed  in  like   manner.     I  le  who  is 
killed  in  a  duel  is  not  fullered  to  be  buried  in  confe- 
crated  ground  j   whoever   reflects  upon  another  for 
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refilling  a  challenge,   is  punifhable,  and  declared  in- 
famous by  a  Danifh  Jaw. 

In  cafes  of  fhipwreck,  the  Danifh  fubjects  are 
required  to  give  ail  imaginable  affiflance  to  thofe  in 
diftrefs,  and  to  preferve  the  goods  for  the  owner's 
ufe.  The  mips  which  guard  the  coafts  are  directed  to 
fave  what  effects  they  can,  for  which  they  have  a 
moderate  reward ;  and  the  owners  are  permitted  to 
fell  them  in  the  country,  or  embark  them  on  board 
other  veffels.  If  a  mip  or  goods  be  driven  on  the 
coahV  and  nobody  appears  to  claim  them,  the  king's 
officers,  or  the  lord  of  the  manor,  takes  care  to  pre- 
ferve them  :  or  if  they  are  perilhabie  goods  they 
fell  them  to  the  beft  advantage,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  owner :  but  if  they  are  not  reclaimed  within  a 
year  and  a  day,  they  become  the  property  of  the  king, 
or  the  lord  of  the  place.  If  the  mailer  of  any  fhip 
finds  goods  floating  on  the  fea,  he  is  to  take  care  of, 
and  deliver  them  to  the  next  magi-Irate;  who  muil 
keep  them  a  year  and  a  day,  to  fee  if  any  one  can 
Bairn  them  ;  and  if  nobody  owns  them,  they  belong 
to  the  king;  and  if  any  one  conceal  or  embezzle 
fuch  wrecked  goods,  he  is  to  be  punifhed  as  a  felon : 
and  the  law  is  much  the  fame  where  the  perfon  finds 
goods  or  cattle  upon  the  road  ;  for  he  is  obliged  to 
pubiifh  them  in  the  court  of  the  difrrict,  and  can 
have  no  property  in  the  goods  till  a  year  and  a  day  be 
pad,  where  nobody  comes  in  to  reclaim  them. 

There  being  but  one  univerfity  in  Denmark,  a  di- 
vinity reader  is  appointed  to  refide  in  every  cathedral, 
to  expound  the  Scriptures  to  the  people  ;  and  thefe 
divinity  readers,  as  well  as  the  m afters  of  colleges, 
are  examined  by  the  profeffors  of  the  royal  academy 
of  Copenhagen  before  they  are  admitted  to  officiate : 
private  fchools  are  exprefly  prohibited  by  the  laws  of 
Denmark,  and  none  allowed  but  thofe  eftabiifhed 
by  public  authority  in  the  cities  and  great  towns; 
and  they  have  two  or  three  mailers  belonging  to  each 
fchool,  who  have  taken  their  degree  of  mailers  of  arts 
at  leaft,  as  well  as  the  rector. 
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No  perfon  is  at  liberty  to  fend  a  tutor  to  travel 
with  his  fori,  who  bath  not  been  firft  examined  by  the 
fuperinrendant  of  the  diocefe,  and  found  to  be  or- 
thodox in  religion  ;  and  the  fame  is  required  where 
one  takes  a  tutor  into  his  houfe,  who  alio  ought  to 
be  a  ftudent  of  the  univerfity  of  Copenhagen.  As 
no  other  method  of  teaching  is  allowed,  than  that 
prefcribed  by  the  government-,  fo  no  other  books 
may  be  read,  but  fuch  as  are  approved  by  authority, 
which  are  compoied  by  the  profeflbrs  of  their  univer- 
sity. The  importation  of  books  is  alio  prohibited, 
efpecially  thole  which  treat  of  any  other  fort  of  reli- 
gion, than  that  eftablifhed  amongft  them. 

The  clergy  of  this  kingdom  are  divided  into  three 
clafTes,  viz.  fuperintendants  or  biihops,  intendants, 
which  fome  compare  to  our  archdeacons,  and  curates 
or  parifh.  priefts.  The  fuperintendant  is  obliged  to 
vifit  his  diocefe  once  every  year,  and  to  lie  in  thepar- 
fon's  houfe,  when  he  comes  to  any  place ;  who  is  to 
entertain  him,  fervants  and  four  horfes,  gratis.  The 
fuperintendants  are  coniecruted  by  the  bifhop  or 
fuperintendant  of  Zealand,  affifted  by  five  or  ft?; 
priefts-,  but  are  all  nominated  by  the  king. 

The  fuperintendant  holds  a  kind  of  fynod  twice  a 
year,  confifting  of  die  intendant  in  his  diocefe,  where 
the  governor  of  the  province  prefides  for  the  king. 
The  overieers  are  choien  by  the  parifh  priefts  of  each 
county  or  diftrict,  in  conjunction  with  the  fuperinten- 
dant :  and  he  is  obliged  to  vifit  all  the  parifhes  under 
his  inflection  once  a  year,  at  leaft,  and  hath  a  power 
of  cenfuring  the  lives  and  converlations  of  the  priefts 
in  their  refpective  divifions.  They  fee  that  the  churches 
are  kept  in  repair,  and  that  their  revenues  are  not 
alienated  or  mifapplied.  No  perfon  can  be  admitted 
into  priefts  orders  until  he  hath  a  cure  provided  for 
him.  He  mult  have  a  certificate  alio  from  the 
divinity-profeflbr  of  the  univerfity,  concerning  the 
progrefs  he  hath  made  in  his  ftudies,  and  his  qualifi- 
cations for  the  pulpit ;  and  if  he  do  not  come  imme- 
diately from  the  univerfity,  lie  muft  have  them  from 

the 


of  DENMARK.  153 

fhe  overfeer  and  parilh  prieft,  where  he  refides :  and 
fhey  are  obliged  to  perform  divine  fervice  according 
to  the  eftablifhed  form  or  ritual,  obferved  at  St.  Mar 
ry's  in  Copenhagen. 

They  are  obliged  to  pray  for  the  king  and  magi? 
ftracy,  and  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  •,  and  are 
prohibited  to  admit  any  to  the  facrament,  who  have 
not  nrft  been  at  confeffion.  But  the  penitent,  it  is 
faid,  need  not  give  an  account  of  every  particular  fin, 
A  general  confeffion,  according  to  the  order  the  com- 
mands ftand  in,  intitles  him  to  abfolution.  The 
prieil  is  alfo  forbid  to  take  any  money,  which  the 
Lutheran  minifters  frequently  do  notwithstanding. 
The  prieft  may  not  divulge  the  confeffion  of  any 
.one,  where  it  is  particular ;  unlefs  in  cafes  of  high 
treafon,  or  for  the  prevention  of  fome  great  mifchief 
by  fuch  difcovery,  on  pain  of  deprivation ;  and  in 
this  cafe  the  name  of  the  penitent  ought  to  be  con- 
cealed as  long  as  poffible.  Popifh  priefts  are  pro- 
hibited to  enter  the  Danilh  dominions,  on  pain  of 
death ;  nor  is  their  law  lefs  fevere  againft  thofe  they 
denominate  heretics.  Jews  are  forbid  to  come  into 
the  kingdom  without  a  royal  licence  •,  and  whoever 
difcovers  a  Jew  is  intitled  to  a  reward  of  fifty  crowns. 
Their  laws  alfo  are  fevere  againft  gypfies  and  fortune- 
tellers. 

A  man  is  not  to  fell  or  alienate  his  lands  before  he 
is  five  and  twenty  years  of  age,  without  the  confent 
of  his  nearer!  relation  ;  and  a  woman,  whether  fhe  be 
maid  or  widow,  can  never  part  with  her  lands,  but 
muft  leave  them  to  defcend  as  the  law  directs.  An 
uninterrupted  poffeffion  of  twenty  years  is  held  to 
make  a  good  title,  and  they  are  not  permitted  to  run 
farther  back  in  trials  of  property.  All  obligations 
alfo,  and  perfonal  debts,  are  held  to  be  void  if  not 
renewed  within  twenty  years ;  for  notes,  and  bills  cf 
exchange,  are  of  equal  force  with  an  obligation  :  bui 
the  law  allows  eight  days  for  all  kinds  of  payments  to 
be  made  beyond  the  time  prefixed,  and  if  that  time  be 
elapfed  four  and  twenty  hours,  the  creditor  may  proteft 
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it,  and  have  proceflfes  thereon  againfl  the  original 
debtor  or  acceptor.  No  perlbn  is  obliged  to  pay  any 
money  loft  at  gaming. 

The  tenure  of  villainage  ftill  prevails  in  many  parts 
of  Denmark  •,  and  their  vaffals,  or  tenants,  who  hold 
by  this  bale  tenure,  are  purchafed,  and  defcend  with 
the  lands  they  live  upon,  like  filh  in  the  waters,  or 
deer  in  a  park:  nor  can  thefepeafants  leave  the  lands 
they  belong  to,  and  retire  elfewhere ;  if  they  do,  the 
lord  of  the  foil  may  reclaim  them,  with  their  goods  j  nor 
can  any  town  or  place  receive  them,  unlefs  they  pro- 
duce a  licence  from  their  lord,  and  a  certificate  from 
the  minifter  of  the  parifn  where  they  laft  inhabited  : 
and  if  a  peafant  of  this  clafs  endeavours  to  conceal 
himfelf,  his  lord  may  feize  him,  and  put  him  in  pri- 
ibn,  or  remove  him  to  any  other  tenement  or  farm, 
by  way  of  punifhment.  And  if  the  wife  of  one  of 
thefepeafants  be  brought  to-bed  on  the  lands  of  an- 
. other  lord,  the  child  (hall,  however,  belong  to  the 
lord  where  the  father  lives.  Although  the  lord  i 
power  to  infranchize  his  peafant,  or  fell  him  with  the 
land,  yet  he  cannot  fell  him  fingly  or  feparate  from 
the  manor  or  eftate.  The  children  of  the  ecclcfiaftics 
of  the  peafant  race  are  free,  and  fo  are  all  ftudents 
in  the  liberal  arts. 

A  peafant  cannot  have  the  freedom  of  any  town 
till  he  is  firft  infranchifed  by  the  lord  •,  but  if  he  hath 
refided  ten  years  in  any  city  unreclaimed,  and  be- 
comes a  tradefman,  or  artificer,  or  applies  himfelf  to 
the  fea,  he  is  free.  A  peafant  alio  who  hath  lived 
twenty  years  in  a  foreign  village  out  of  the  lord's 
land,  thereby  procures  his  freedom  •,  or  if  he  goes 
into  the  army  and  obtains  a  commifiion,  this  gives 
him  his  freedom.  As  to  game  laws,  every  freeholder 
may  hunt,  and  fith  in  his  own  grounds;  and  the 
nobility  and  gentry  have  the  privilege  ot  hunting  in 
common  or  wafte  grounds  within  ten  miles  of  their 
feats,  except  in  the  king's  parks;  and  they  tray  fifh 
in  lakes  and  ponds  which  arc  not  the  king's :  bur  it 
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any  lord  hunt,  fhoot,  or  fifh,  in  any  place  belonging 
to  his  majefty,  he  forfeits  for  every  flag  one  thoufand 
rix- dollars,  for  a  fallow  deer  eight  hundred,  for  a 
hare  four  hundred  •,  and  for  every  fwan,  gooie,  duck, 
partridge,  or  other  fowl  two  hundred.  And  who- 
ever is  convicted  of  hunting  in  another's  lands,  for- 
feits an.  hundred  ounces  of  iilver  for  every  offence. 

The  great  alteration  that  has  happened  in  Den- 
mark, of  the  changing  the  monarchy  from  elective 
to  hereditary,  and  from  being  the  moil  limited,  into 
the  mofc  abfolute  of  any  in  Europe,  has  had  a  very 
ftrong  effect  upon  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  people  in 
that  country  ;  and  may  be  faid,  in  fome  meafuie,  to 
have  made  a  total  change  in  their  temper,  and  m  the 
nation.  The  nobility  of  Denmark,  who  were  for- 
merly as  remarkable  for  their  military  virtues  as  any 
in  Europe,  are  now  very  feldom  mentioned ;  and 
thofe  of  Norway  are  in  a  manner  extinguifhed. 

According  to  the  belt  maxims  of  policy,  we  may 
very  fairly  conclude,  that  in  cafe  the  kings  of  Den- 
mark act  with  the  fame  prudence  and  caution  that  they, 
have  done  for  many  years  part,  they  will  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  preferve  what  they  at  prefent  enjoy,  and  be 
alio  at  liberty  to  promote  and  improve  their  manufac- 
tures and  commerce ;  which  have  been  greatly 
encouraged  of  late  years,  and  been  attended  with  all 
the  fuccefs  they  could  reaibnably  expect. 

By  thefe  methods  the  interior  ftrength  of  the  king- 
dom will  be  daily  augmenting  -,  the  ihipping,  and 
confequently  the  naval  force,  of  Denmark  continu- 
ally increafing,  and  though  thefe  advantages  may  be 
flow  in  their  nature,  yet  they  are  at  the  fame  time  fo 
very  certain,  and  of  fuch  high  importance,  that  they 
will,  if  fteadily  profecuted,  change  the  whole  face  of 
affairs  in  this  country  :  and  before  the  clofe  of  the 
prefent  century,  reftore  the  antient  luftre  of  the  crown 
of  Denmark,  and  perhaps  raife  its  fovereigns  to  a 
higher  rank,  than  hitherto  they  have  ever  held 
amongil  the  European  powers. 
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Kingdom    of    POLAND. 

Collected  chiefly  from  the  Writings  of  Dr.  Bernard 
Conner,  who  refided  in  that  kingdom  in  quality  of 
phyfician  to  king  John    Sobieski. 

WITH  refpeft  to  the  extent,  fituation,  and  pro- 
duce of  the  country,  and  the  force  of  the  in- 
habitants, Poland  is  none  of  the  leaft  confiderable, 
though  far  from  being  the  beft  known  kingdom  in 
Europe.  It  is  thought  to  extend  in  length  from 
eaft  to  well,  about  ieven  hundred  miles  •,  and  in 
breadth,  from  north  to  fouth,  about  fix  hundred. 
On  the  north  it  has  Livonia  and  o.thcr  provinces  of 
the  Mufcovite  empire:  on  the  eaft  it  is  alfo  bound- 
ed by  the  Ruffian  dominions  and  Leffer  Tartary:  on 
the  fouth  by  Moldavia,  Tranlylvania,  and  Hungary ; 
and  on  the  well  by  Pomerania,  Brandenburgh,  Silefia, 
and  Moravia.  By  this  defcription,  it  appears,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Poland  have  for  their  neighbours, 
the  Ruffians,  Turks,  Tartars,  Hungarians,  and  other 
fubjects  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  thole  of  the  king 
of  Pruffia.  The  air  of  this  country  is  in  general  tem- 
perate and  healthful,  and  more  fettled  both  in  winter 
and  fummer,  than  in  thofe  countries  which  border 
on  the  ocean.  The  only  fea  which  wafhes  any  part  of 
Poland  is  the  Baltic,  which  lies  to  the  northward  of 
it  -,    but  it  is  well  watered  by  lakes  and  rivers. 

Their  lakes  lie  chiefly  in  the  Greater  Poland,  Cu- 
javia,  and  the  territory  of  Lublin  •,  and  both  lakes 
and  livers  abound  with  filh.     Their  principal  rivers 
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are  the  Weifel,  or  Viftula,  which  rifes  in  the  Cra- 
patch  or  Carpathian  mountains,  which  divide  Hun- 
gary from  Poland  ;  its  courfes  are  partly  to  the  ealt- 
ward,  but  generally  it  runs  from  ibuth  to  north,  wa- 
tering many  great  cities,  particularly  Cracow,  Lu- 
blin, Warfaw,  Thorn,  Marienburgh,  and  Dantzick  ^ 
after  which  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Baltic  Sea. 
The  Warta  or  Varta,  which  rifes  in  the  LefTer  Po- 
land, and  running  toward  the  north-weft,  paffes  by 
Kalifch,  Pofnan,  and  feveral  other  great  towns,  after 
which  it  falls  into  the  Oder.  The  Nieper  or  Borift- 
henes,  which  divides  the  dominions  of  Mufcovy 
from  thofe  of  Poland,  in  feveral  places,  falls  at 
length  into  the  Black  Sea  near  Oczakow.  The 
Neifter  or  Tyra,  which  rifes  in  Red  Rufiia,  and  run- 
ning to  the  fouth-eaft  through  Podolia,  paifes  on  to 
Bender  in  Turkey,  and  falls  into  the  Black  Sea,  about 
fixty  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  mouth  of  the  Da- 
nube. The  Dwina,  which  divides  Livonia  from 
Ccurland,  falls  into  the  Baltic  near  Riga.  The  Bog, 
which  rifes  from  a  lake  in  Podolia,  and  bending 
its  courfe  to  the  fouth  eaft,  unites  its  waters  with  the 
Nieper,  a  little  before  that  river  fails  into  the  Black 
Sea.  Near  the  mouth  of  thefe  two  united  rivers 
Hands  the  fortrefs  of  Kallicarmen,  which  the  late  czar 
of  Mufcovy  took  from  the  Turks-,  and  by  that 
means,  is  opened  a  communication  with  the  Black 
Sea ;  but  he  was  obliged  to  reftore  this  place  as  well 
as  Afoph  to  the  grand  feignior,  upon  the  defeat  he 
met  with  on  the  banks  of  the  Pruth.  Niemen  or 
Ruffe  rifes  in  the  palatinate  of  Novogrodeck,  and 
taking  its  courfe  to  the  north-weft,  paffes  by  Grodno, 
and  at  length  falls  into  the  Baltic. 

The  dominions  of  Poland  are  ufually  divided  into 
eight  large  provinces,  viz.  Proper  Poland,  the  great, 
dukedom  of  Lithuania,  Pruffia,  Samogitia,  and  Cour- 
iand,  Warfovia  or  Maffovia,  Palachia  and  Polefias, 
Red  or  Little  Ruffia,  Podolia,  Volhinia,  and  the 
Ukrain.  The  foil  for  the  mod  part  is  champaign  and 
open  j  but  toward  the  borders  of  Hungary  mountai- 
nous 


158         An  Accoont  of  the  Kingdom 

nous  and  woody-,  fo  that  the  places  fartheft  di1an* 
from  Hungary  are  mod  fruitful.  There  is  only  one 
great  mountain  in  the  middle  of  Leflcr  Pol  ind,  called 
Mons  Calvus.  It  has  a  monafttryon  the  top,  famous, 
as  they  pretend,  for  the  real  crofs  of  Chrift : 
other  hills  one  meets  with  here,  are  rather  lifing 
grounds  than  mountains.  The  eaftern  parts  of  the 
kingdom  are  full  of  woods,  forefts,  lakes,  marfhes, 
and  rivers,  which  afford  a  delightful  profpect  in  that 
open  country.  Almoft  all  of  it,  is  faid  to  have  been 
overgrown  with  wood,  but  now  being  cultivated  by 
the  inhabitants  is  very  fertile,  and  produces  every 
where  all  kinds  of  fruit,  corn,  and  herbs.  A  great 
part  of  the  corn  made  ufe  of  in  Holland  comes  from 
this  country  by  way  of  Denmark. 

They  have  a  good  breed  of  horfes,  fo  that  their  ca- 
valry is  numerous,  and  well  mounted.  Their  pastures 
are  good,  and  feed  a  great  many  cattle,  which  they 
export  to  foreign  countries  :  the  forefts  abound  with 
wild  beads,  and  alio  with  bees,  that  afford  vail  quan- 
tities of  honey  and  wax.  They  have  alio  abundance 
of  flax  and  hemp,  and  vines  in  many  places,  whole 
grapes  are  grateful  to  the  taite,  efpecially  if  the  fum- 
mer  and  harveft  be  favourable;  but  the  wine  is  gene- 
rally very  fharp  when  drawn  off.  In  the  mountains- 
there  are  mines  of  lead,  filver,  copper,  and  iron ; 
with  other  kinds  of  minerals,  as  quickGlver  at  Turban 
in  Red  RufFia,  and  vitriol  near  Biecz  in  the  palatinate 
of  Cracovia  :  but  the  moil  confiderable  of  all  are  the 
fait  mines  at  Bochina  and  Velifca  in  Lefler  Poland, 
which  are  the  chief  riches  of  the  country.  They  work 
in  thofe  mines  as  we  do  in  cur  coal-pits;  the  fait  is 
genei  ■   bluifh  colour,  but  fome  of  it  white  and 

I        par<  :;.,  like  cryftal:  when  it  is  new  dug  it  has  a 
:e,  buc  when  expoled  to  the  air  becomes 
brittle,  and  more  fw< 

tfoods  are  well  with 

I  .  fquirrel ;,  deer,  foxes,   bears,  w< 

and   boars.     The  M  plenty   of 

elks,  1  'ild   afies,   burfaloei ,  •  h  in 

1  •  pe 
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fhape  and  horns  refemble  an  ox;  have  manes  like 
horfes,  beards  on  their  lower  jaws,  tongues  rough 
like  a  file,  and  very  hard,  a  bunch  on  their  backs, 
and  their  hair  fmells  like  mufk.  They  are  incredibly 
ftrong ;  the  Polifh  nobility  hunt  them,  and  efteerri 
ther  nefh  when  powdered  a  great  dainty. 

The  weftern  parts  of  this  kingdom  produce  a  great 
deal  of  corn  of  all  forts,  which  is  exported  from  Dant- 
zick ;  as  alfo  honey,  wax,  amber,  hides,  tanned  lea- 
ther, Mufcovite  and  Polifh  furs,  oak,  wainfcot, 
mads,  planks,  fir,  deal,  pitch,  tallow,  fait,  hops, 
hemp,  flax,  falt-petre,  pot-afhes,  opium,  Pruffian 
wool,  for  coarfe  manufactures  •,  vitriol,  lapis  lazuli, 
vermilion,  brafs,  lead,  iron,  copper,  glafs,  and  earthen- 
ware, oxen,  fheep,  hogs,  &c.  to  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. They  import  fluffs,  filk,  and  worried  ;  Engliih 
cloths,  tapeftry,  jewels,  fables,  falt-fifh,  tin,  Heel, 
martens,  &c.  iron-ware,  Rhenilh,  French,  Spanifh, 
and  Hungarian  wines,  fpirits,  aqua  vitae,  brandy, 
fpice,  of  which  they  make  great  confumption.  They 
might  be  much  richer,  if  they  were  induftrious  and 
frugal,  and  applied  themfelves  to  manufactures ;  but 
the  Poles  are  little  inclined  to  either :  for  the  gentry 
are  abfolutely  forbid  to  follow  trade,  of  any  kind, 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  their  honour ;  and  the  common- 
alty generally  want  funds,  fo  that  all  the  trade  there 
is  chiefly  carried  on  by  foreign  merchants :  befide, 
fuch  of  the  Poles  as  have  any  fortunes,  fpend  too 
much  of  their  revenues  in  cd'ftly  habits  and  luxury,  to 
be  able  to  undertake  any  considerable  traffic.  Nor 
have  they  good  ports,  except  Dantzick,  which  is  not 
enough  to  improve  the  trade  of  fo  large  a  country.  It 
is  to  this  want  of  commerce  with  other  nations,  that 
the  Poles  owe  moil  of  the  defects  in  their  govern- 
ment ;  for  if  they  were  once  convinced  of  them,  there 
is  not  a  nation  in  Europe  more  capable  of  correcting 
them,  as  we  may  gather  from  a  familiar  inftance.  One 
of  their  monarchs  being  in  Germany,  and  not  having  it 
in  his  power  to  converfe  with  ftrangers  in  Latin  *,  he 
was  fo  fenfible  of  the  defect,  that  upon  his  return  to 
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Poland,  he  cairfed  a  grammar- fchoo]  to  be  erected  irif 
every  town  throughout  the  kingdom ;  fo  that  now 
there  is  not  a  country  in  Puropc  where  Latin  is  fo  cre- 
nerally  undcrftood  as  it  is  here. 

From  the  time  of  Lechus,  the  kings  of  Poland 
have  been  elected  to  the  crown  in  a  regular  defcent, 
though  not  by  an  hereditary  title.     They  have  really 
been  abfolute,  and  their  will  went  for  law;  for  they 
made    peace    and  war    when    they   pleafed,    levied 
troops  as  they  thought  fir,  punifhed  or  pardoned  at 
plealure  •,  and  all  the  adminiftration,  either  of  public 
or  private  affairs,  was  fo  v.  holly  lodged  in  the  king's 
hands,  that  the  Poles  themfelves  fay,  that  Sigifmund 
II.  the  laft  king  of  the  Jageilon  family,   was  to  the 
full  as  abfolute  as  either  the  king  of  France  or  Den- 
mark is  now.   Whilft  the  kings  of  Poland  thus  main- 
tained a  fupreme   power    over   their   fubjects,   they 
exceedingly   enlarged  their  dominions,   were  feared 
abroad  and  beloved  at  home,  commanded  numerous 
armies,   executed  enterprizes  fpeedily,  and  were  al- 
ways lure  of  fuccefs  •,  and  this,   hecauie  they  did  not 
then,  as  now,  depend  upon  the  lingering  and  tedious 
conclufions  of  a  turbulent  dyet.     But  the  family  of 
Tao-ellon  being;  once  extinct   bv  the  death  of  Siffif- 
mund  II.  who  had  refigned  his  kingdom  to  the  fenate 
and  Polifh  gentry,   and  given  them  full  power  and 
authority  to  difpofe  thereof  as  they  thought  fit ;   the 
crown  of  Poland  was  declared  once  more  elective  ;  to 
the  end,  that  all  the  princes  of  Chriitendom,   who 
had  due  merits  and  qualifications,  might  have  a  right 
to  afpire  thereunto. 

This  has  given  occafion  to  melt  of  the  princes  of 
Europe  ever  fince  to  court  the  Poll  lb.  nobility;  ei- 
ther to  get  the  election  determined  in  their  own 
favour,  or  elfe  to  have  feme  of  their  friends  ad- 
vanced to  that  great  dignity.  The  gentry  of  Poland 
therefore  obferving,  that !  •  .         safpired 

ro  their  crown :  and  considering  that  none  of  them 
had  more  rirdit  than  the  reft,  and  that  it  lay  alti 
ther  in  their  own  power  to  choofe  whom  they  pleaied, 
7  ■  rclolved 
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refolved  unanimoufly  to  elect  none  but  fuch  as  would 
fwear  to  obferve  the  terms  and  conditions  they  pro- 
pofed.  By  this  means,  the  Poles  have  clipped  and 
limited  the  antient  power  of  their  kings,  and  have 
reduced  it  to  the  bounds  we  now  find  it  •,  that  is, 
barely  to.  a  third  part  of  the  dyet.  For  the  Poles 
availed  themfelves  of  a  judicious  conclufion,  that  no 
prince  would  be  fo  imprudent  as  to  fcruple  fubmit- 
ting  to  any  reafonable  conditions,  to  become  mailer 
of  fo  confiderable  a  kingdom,  to  which  he  had  no 
right,  either  by  birth  or  any  other  claim. 

Thus  the  Polifh  gentry,  of  an  abfolute  monarchical 
government,  have  made  a  perfect  republic,  confirming 
of  three  orders ;  the  king,  fenate,  and  nobility.  The 
Polifh  nation  is  divided  into  two  forts  of  people.  The 
nobility,  gentry,  or  free-born  fubjects,  who  are  hardly 
a  tenth  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  their  vafTals,  who 
are  no  better  than  (laves  •,  for  they  have  no  benefit  of 
the  laws,  can  buy  no  eftates,  nor  enjoy  any  property. 

The  dyet  of  Poland  is  compofed  of  two  houfes ; 
the  houfe  of  fenators,  anfwerable  to  our  houfe  of 
lords  i  and  the  houfe  of  nuncios,  not  unlike  our 
houfe  of  commons :  the  fenators  are  the  bifhops, 
palatines,  caftellans,  and  the  ten  great  officers  of 
the  crown  ;  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  forty-two. 
In  the  upper- houfe  the  fenators  fit,  not  by  any  writ 
of  fummons,  or  letters  patent,  as  in  England;  But 
only  by  virtue  of  the  great  preferments  in  the  king's 
gift,  which  they  enjoy  for  life  •,  fo  that  the  king 
confl.itur.es  the  whole  upper-houfe.  The  lower,  are 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  gentry,  elected  by  them 
alone  in  their  reipective  provinces,  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  common  people,  who  have  no  pri- 
vilege in  their  election  :  infomuch  that  nine  parts  in 
ten  of  the  people  in  Poland  are  excluded  from  any 
ihare  in  the  government. 

The  grand  dyet  of  Poland  is  the  king,  fenators, 
and  deputies,  affembled  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom 
his  majefty  commands,     Without  this  great;  aOembly 

Vol.  i  V\  M  of 
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of  the  ftates,  the  kins;  can  neither  make  nor  repeal 
laws,  war,  conclude  a  peace,   make  alii . 

with  eign  prince,  raife  troops,  imp  >,  or 

coinmoney:  in. a-word,  he  can  arter  of 

any  importance,  without  the  unanimous  coiv  .  rrence 
of  this  parliament    which  they  ftile  the  free  I  .  : 

Poland.     Several  motive    h .  e  u  the  Poles  to- 

eftablifh  this  kind  of  mixt  government;  which 
take  to  be  ajuft  temperament,  or  whatever  is  to  be 
found  moft  excellent  in  the  feveral  monarchies,  ari- 
ftocracies,  and  democracies  that  have  ben  in  the 
world.  It  has  however  appeared  from  eXf 
that  their  endeavours  in  this  reipect  have  not  been 
very  fuccefbful,  fince  there  is  hardly  a  conftitut ion  in 
the  wor]  I,  or  at  leaf!  in  Europe,  that  anfwers  the  ends 
of  government  worfe  than  theirs-,  which  is  v  ry  often 
the  cafe,  where  people  aim  at  fuch  a  degree  of  perfec- 
tion as  is  not  to  be  attained  in  human  affairs 

The  republic  is  divided  into  rwo  ftates,  the  king- 
dom of  Poland,  and  the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania  ; 
both  which  are  but  as  one  body,  having  the  fame 
king,  the  fame  dyet,  the  fame  laws,  the  fame  privi- 
leges, the  fame  religion ;  and,  as  the  natural  reiult 
of  all  thefe,  the  fame  intereit :  thefe  two  ftates  are  io 
well  united,  that  a  king  cannot  be  elected,  a  law 
made,  or  any  thing  of  confequence  done,  without 
the  mutual  confent  of  both. 

A  king  of  Poland,  when  he  is  juft,  liberal,  and 
religious;  one,  who  obferves  the  laws  and  conftitu- 
tions ;  and.  in  a  word,  who  has  no  other  intereft  but 
the  good  and  fafety  of  much   re- 

fpecled,  and  as  faith  full  :d  in   times   of  \ 

and  moft   prin<  •  e.     As  to  what 

relates  to  war,  no  monarch  has  greater  advantages; 
•'her  at  the  trouble  of  r;  >,  or 

expence  in  maintaining  them;  hi  only 

to  convene  the  dyet,  and  they  do  all  thefe  th 
Ai'ivr  war  is  declared,  he  can  continue  the  fame  either 
elf  or  his  g<  can  regulate  hi    troops, 

and 
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&hd  fee  his  army  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  the  repub- 
lic :  he  has  great  reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs  in  his 
expeditions,  becaufe  he  not  having  undertaken  them 
on  his  own  account,  thofe  that  engaged  him  will  in- 
fallibly fupport  him  in  them,  and  the  rather,  by 
reafon  that  what  was  done,  was  done  with  their  con- 
fent.  This  has  proved  the  caufe  of  almoft  never- 
failing  fuccefs  to  the  Polifh  army  till  of  late1  days, 
when  the  king  and  his  fubjeets  have  not  had  fuch 
good  intelligence  with  each  other  as  formerly. 

The  king  of  Poland  has  great  incomes  of  his  own  % 
for  the  Poles  never  care  to  eledt  a  poor  prince,  for 
fear  his  children  may  come  to  be  a  charge  to  them 
after  his  death.  He  gets  befide  vaft  fums  of  money 
for  nominations  to  employments •;  which  have  been 
fold,  though  direftly  contrary  to  the  constitutions  of 
the  kingdom  3  nay,  the  eccleiiaftical  benefices,  which 
are  very  considerable,  are  alfo  put  under  contribution 
by  fome  cunning  artifice  or  other :  thus  the  promo- 
tion of  the  bifhop  of  Cracow,  whofe  bifhopric  is 
worth  eight  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum*- 
which  will  go  further  than  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in 
England,  was,  in  the  reign  of  king  John  Sobiefki,* 
procured,  by  laying  a  wager  with  the  queen  of  fifty 
thoufand  crowns,  that  he  did  not  obtain  that  prefer- 
ment ,  which  as  foon  as  the  king  knew,  he  bellowed 
upon  him,  and  fo  the  queen  won  her  wager/  The 
crown  revenues  arife  from  ctifloms  and  excifes,  from 
part  of  the  duties  of  the  port  of  Dantzick,  from  the 
heavy  tax  laid  upon  the  Jews,  and  from  the  fak 
mines;  which  all  together  bring  in  rather  more 
than  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  our  mo- 
ney annually.  But  the  king's  power  in  beftowing 
preferments  does  not  extend  to  foreigners ;  neither 
can  he  take  away  any  poft  that  he  beftows,  or  \eSbn 
its  revenues  or  privileges.  His  eldeft  fon  has  the1 
title  of  prince  of  Poland  while  his  father  lives  3  but 
he  lofes  it  upon  the  accefiion  of  a  new  king,  and  is 
ftiled  prince  by  the  name  of  his  family:  and  fuch 
M  2  precautions' 
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precautions  are  taken,  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  a 
king  of  Poland  to  make  the  crown  hereditary  in  his 
own  family. 

We  come  now  to  fpeak  of  the  nobility  of  Poland, 
which  comprehends  all  the  gentry  in  that  country, 
and  even  all  thofe  whom  in  England  we  itile  only 
freeholders.  Of  thefe  every  gentleman  or  nobleman 
has  his  coat  of  arms  granted  by  the  republic  •,  but 
then  he,  or  lbme  of  his  family,  mult  have  an  eftate  in 
land.  They  are  capable  of  the  greatcft  offices  in  the 
kingdom,  and  may  buy  lands  where  they  pleafe,  and 
have  a  right  to  be  elected  king,  if  their  credit  and 
interefl:  can  procure  it.  Every  gentleman  is  a  fove- 
reign  prince  in  his  own  lands,  and  has  power  of  life 
and  death  over  his  tenants ;  who  have  no  laws  nor  pri- 
vileges to  protect  them.  They  dare  not  leave  his 
lands  to  go  to  others,  on  pain  of  death,  unlefs  he  fells 
them  ;  and  if  he  do,  his  tenants  pals  with  his  lands. 
But  if  their  lords  ravifh  their  wives,  or  daughters, 
the  tenants  mav  leave  his  fervice. 

If  one  lord  kills  another's  fervant  he  is  not  punifh.- 
ed  for  it,  but  only  obliged  to  give  him  another  in  his 
room,  or  as  much  money  as  will  buy  one ;  afid  to 
maintain  the  family  of  him  that  is  killed.  If  he  kills 
one  of  his  own  flaves  he  only  pays  a  fine ;  nav,  if 
one  gentleman  kills  another,  he  cannot  be  appre- 
hended or  imprifoned,  unlefs  convicted  by  a  court  of 
jullice-,  which  gives  him  time  enough  to  efcape:  and 
when  condemned  he  cannot  be  executed  without  the 
king's  confent.  No  foldiers  can  be  quartered  upon 
the  gentry  ;  if  any  officer  docs  it,  the  dyet  cither 
"fentences  him  to  die,  or  declares  him  infamous.  The 
houles  of  the  nobility  are  fanctuaries,  lb  that  no  de- 
linquent can  be  taken  there  by  force,  though  lie  has 
been  arretted.  If  a  nobleman  will  lwear  that  his 
goods  were  not  bought,  but  are  the  product  of  his 
lands,  he  may  fend  them  any  where  out  of  the  king- 
dom, and  without  cuitom  ;  and  after  he  has  luorn, 
his  certificate  furlices  to  exempt  the   purchaser  from 

the 
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the  duty.  In  Pruffia  the  nobles  are  not  only  free  from 
cuftoms,  but  likewife  all  other  inhabitants,  by  the 
Magna  Charts  of  Culm.  All  the  gentry  of  Poland 
are  equal  by  birth,  and  therefore  they  don't  value 
titles  of  honour;  but  think  that  of  a  noble  Pole, 
or  gentleman  of  Poland,  the  greater!:  they  can  have. 
Neither  the  king  nor  the  republic  beftow  the  title  of 
prince,  which  belongs  only  to  the  fons  of  the  royal 
family  ;  for  though  fome  are  made  princes  of  the  em- 
pire, and  as  fuch  enjoy  the  title  of  prince,  they  have 
no  precedency  upon  that  account.  Nor  have  they 
any  dukes,  marquifles,  counts,  vifcounts,  or  barons, 
but  what  have  foreign  titles,  which  the  reft  generally 
defpife. 

Thefe  great    privileges   make   the  Polifh  gentry 
powerful ;   many  of  them  have  large  territories,  with 
a  defpotic  power  over  their  tenants,  whom  they  call 
their  fubjects  :  fome  of  them  have  eftates  of  five,  fome 
fifteen,    fome  twenty,  and  fome  thirty  leagues  in  ex- 
tent.    But  the  poor  gentry  have  their  votes  in  the 
dyet  as  well  as  the  richefl.     Some  of  them  are  here- 
ditary fovereigns  of  cities,  with  which  the  king  has 
nothing  to  do.    Lubomirfki  pofTefTes  above  four  thou-, 
fand  towns  and  villages  ;  fome  of  them  can  raife  five, 
fix,  eight,  and  ten  thoufand  men,  and  maintain  them 
at  their  own  charge.     The  gentry  of  note  have  horfe 
and  foot  guards,    which  keep  fentry  night  and  day 
at  their  gates.     They  make  an  extraordinary  figure 
when  they  come  to  the  dyet  •,  as  fome  of  them  have 
five  thoufand  guards.     They  efteem  themfelves,  efpe- 
cially  the  fenators,  above  any  prince  in  Germany,  and 
want  nothing  of  lovereign  power  but  the  liberty  of 
coining  money,  which  is  referved  to  the  republic. 
Foreign  ambafTadors  are  obliged  to  make  a  great 
figure  here,  other  wife  the  gentry  defpife  them.    When 
great  men  have  fuits  at  law,  the  dyet,  or  other  tribu- 
nals decide  them  •,  yet  the  execution  of  the  fentence 
mufl  be  left  to  the  longeft  fword  ;  for  the  juftice  of 
the  kingdom  is  commonly  too  weak  for  the  Gran- 
M  3  dees. 
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dees.     Sometimes  they  raife  five  or  fix  th  rjfand  men 
of  a  fide,  plunder  and  burn  one  another's  cities,  and 
befiege  caftles  and  forts  :    for  they  think  it  t> 
them  to  fubmit  to  the  fentence  of  judges  without 
a  field  battle. 

Nobility  is  forfeited  here  three  ways :  by  fome  hein- 
ous crime ;  i  an<  .  man  permits 
one  that  is  ignoble  to  ufurp  his  coat  of  arms ;  by 
;ifing  any  trade  or  merchandize  •,  (fometimes  pos- 
terity are  reitored,  when  parents  have  quitted  their 
title  through  poverty)  and  by  bearing  office  in  any 
city  that  is  not  privileged.  All  the  nobility  love  to 
make  a  fhew,  and  to  be  fplendidly  clad. 

They  formerly  delighted  in  foreign  fafhions ;  when 
thev  had  wars  againit  the  Mulcovites  they  followed 
theirs,  and  when  with  the  Turks  they  took  up  their 
habits.  Their  prefent  garb  is  a  veil  that  reaches  to 
the  middle  of  their  legs,  with  a  long  robe  lined 
fur,  and  tied  about  their  middle  with  a  fdli  •,  little 
boots  with  iron  heels,  fur  caps,  and  a  fabre  by  their 
fide.  When  they  ride  they  have  a  Ihort  cloak,  like 
an  Irifh  mantle,  furred  within  and  without.  The 
better  fort  have  rich  furs  from  Mufcovy,  but  the 
poorer  gentry  content  themfelves  with  the  fkins  of  tv- 
gers,  leopards,  panthers,  and  a  kind  of  grey  furs.  The 
fineft  of  their  fur-fuits  cod  above  a  thoufand  crowns, 
worn  only  at  dyets,  and  defcend  from  father  to 
for..  Some  of  the  Polifh  gentry  imitate  the  French. 
[on,  and  wear  linen,  lace,  perukes,  and  fwords. 
The  ordinary  fort  of  gentry  put  chaff  into  their  boots. 
Some  of  their  nobks  have  fifty  fuits  ofcloaths,  all 
as  rich  as  poftible,  and  they  love  to  have  their  ilr- 
vants  as  well  apparelled  almoft  as  themfelves. 

.As  to  the  peafants,  they  are  born  flaves,  have  no 
notion  of  liberty  •,  in  Courland  they  are  as  fubject.  to 
their  landlords,  as  in  Poland,  and  in  both  countries 
almpft  adore  them  They  love  their  landlords,  fight 
for  them,  and  all  they  have  is  abfolutely  at  their  de- 
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votion.  When  they  debauch  their  wives  or  daugh- 
ters, thofe  poor  wretches  do  not  think  their  women 
the  worfe,  or  that  they  themfelves  are  dishonoured 
by  it.  They  have  fcarce  any  religion,  but,  like  brutes, 
work  on  Sundays  for  their  own  fubfiftence,  being  ob- 
liged to  work  three  or  four  days  in  a  week  for  their 
mailers,  without  meat  or  wages ;  each  of  them  earns" 
his  mailer,  at  leaft,  ten  pounds  per  annum.  They 
have  no  property  ;  nor  can  they  be  made  free,  ex- 
cept they  go  into  fome  convent,  and  are  ordained 
priefls ,  or  their  maflers  ravifh  their  wives  or  daugh- 
ters. When  a  lord  lets  any  ground  to  a  peafanr,  he 
orders  his  other  peafants,  at  their  charge,  to  build 
him  a  houfe,  to  give  him  a  cow,  hens,  geefe,  and 
as  much  rye  as  will  keep  him  a  year. 

Doctor  Connor  informs  us,  he  afked  fome  Polifh 
noblemen,  why  they  fo  inhumanly  treated  and  un- 
dervalued their  boors  -,  who  anfwered,  that  formerly 
all  the  boors  revolted  from  their  landlords,  and  con- 
fpired  to  extirpate  them  •,  and  murdered  fo  many, 
that  the  reft  were  obliged  to  hide  themfelves,  or  to 
leave  the  kingdom.  But  at  laft,  the  gentry  getting 
together  from  all  parts,  and  being  affifted  by  their 
neighbours,  quelled  the  peafants,  who  intended  to 
have  fet  up  a  commonwealth  of  their  own,  and 
brought  them  to  fuch  extremities,  that  ever  fince 
they  have  been  contented  to  live  like  (laves.  In  win- 
ter they  wear  a  fheep-fkin  with  the  wool  inward,  and 
in  fummer  a  clofe-bodied  coat  of  coarfe  fluff,  of  a 
colour  much  like  our  chimney-fweepers,  with  forry 
caps :  their  boots  are  the  rinds  of  trees  wrapped 
about  their,  legs,  with  the  thicker  parts  to  guard 
the  foles  of  their  feet  againft  the  flones.  They  cut 
their  hair  clofe  like  monks,  and  fhave  all  from  their 
faces,  but  a  large  whifker.  They  walk  gravely  with 
a  pole-axe  in  their  hand,  and  a  fabre  by  their  fide, 
which  they  never  put  off  till  they  go  to  bed  ;  it  hangs 
by  a  llrap  of  leather,  to  which  there  is  faflened  a 
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handkerchief,  knife,    and  fheath,   and  a  fmall  flone 
to  whet  their  knives. 

In  Lithuania  the  boors  fhoes  are  of  the  barks  of 
trees,  and  their  dockings  of  thinner  bark,  which 
they  wrap  about  the  calves  of  their  legs.  Before  they 
enter  any  town,  they  always  take  care  to  put  on 
frefh  fhoes  •,  they  alio  wear  a  fort  of  alh-coloured  ha- 
bit, with  lleeves  woven  all  of  a  piece.  The  boors 
here  are  more  miferable  than  in  Poland  ;  for  gentle- 
men commonly  go  into  boors  houfes,  though  not 
their  own,  take  all  they  have,  and  beat  and  wound 
them,  becaufc  they  are  not  able  to  bribe  fuch  as  have 
power  to  do  them  juftice.  The  Pruflian  gentry  are 
not  fo  gaudy  in  their  habits,  as  thofe  of  the  more 
fouthern  parts  of  Polar.d  v  their  peaiants  differ  a!fo 
in  habits  from  thofe  of  Poland,  and  wear  fometimes 
long  Itrait  coats  of  leather. 

The  Poles  never  live  above  flairs,  and  their  apart- 
ments are  not  united  ;  the  kitchen  is  on  one  fide,  the 
ftable  on  another,  the  dwelling-houfe  on  the  third, 
and  the  gate  in  the  front.  Their  houfes  are  for  the 
moil  part  of  wood,  but  they  have  fome  of  brick  and 
ilene.  Their  rooms  are  generally  hung  with  tape- 
ftry  or  arras  ;  but  toward  Tartary  they  keep  no  ex- 
traordinary furniture,  becaufe  of  the  incurfions  of 
that  barbarous  people.  They  content  thcmfelves 
with  a  few  fmall  beds,  with  taffaty  curtains  ;  and 
if  any  lodge  at  their  houfes,  they  mud  carry  their 
bedding  with  them.  The  moveables  of  the  peaiants 
are  a  few  earthen  and  wooderj  difhes,  a  hard  bed, 
and  a  wretched  coverlid  ;  their  children  are  not  al- 
lowed beds  till  they  marry,  but  lie  upon  boards  by 
the  fire  :  they  have  no  chimnies,  but  little  holes  in 
the  tops  of  their  houfes.  The  peaiants  children  go 
naked  till  they  arc  four  or  five  years  old,  and  fre- 
quently eat  in  the  fame  trough  with  the  pigs.  They 
I  on  their  hands  and  feet  till  they  are  ilrong 
enough  to  walk,  and  when  they  are  dirty,  the  mo- 
ther w.ifhcs  them  in  cold  water,  which  makes  them 
exceeding  hardy. 

The 


of  POLAND.  16*9 

The  peafants  of  Lithuania  and  Samogitia  build 
their  houfes  round,  narrow,  and  open  at  top  to  let  out 
the  fmoke  and  ftink  •,  they  are  generally  covered  with 
boards,  ftraws,  bark  of  trees,  and  live  with  the  fa- 
mily and  cattle  under  the  fame  roof.  The  Polifh 
gentry  have  feldom  any  gardens  or  orchards,  though 
their  country  be  very  proper  for  it,  and  might,  by 
making  cyder  and  perry,  fave  a  great  deal  of  corn 
which  they  confume  in  beer.  Their  ordinary  meat 
is  beef  and  veal  -,  for  they  leave  the  mutton  to  their 
fervants.  The  Baltic  fea  has  fcarcely  any  fiih,  but  that 
defeCz  is  fupplied  by  great  plenty  of  frefh- water  fiih 
from  lakes  and  rivers. 

Their  ufual  drink  is  beer,  which  in  Pruffia  is  made 
only  of  malt  •,  but  in  the  reft  of  Poland,  of  wheat 
ground  fmall  and  boiled  with  hops.  Sometimes  they 
mix  it  with  oats  and  fpelt,  a  kind  of  wheat  which 
grows  in  Italy  and  Flanders ;  in  Lithuania,  Ruffia, 
and  Ukrain,  they  make  mead  ;  at  Warfaw  they  mix 
it  with  fpice,  and  juice  of  cherries  and  blackberries. 
The  Lithuanians  and  Poles  have  wine  from  Hun- 
gary, Italy,  France,  and  Germany  -3  that  of  Hun- 
gary exceeds  Spanifh  wine  in  ftrength,  is  brought  to 
Cracow  over  the  Carpathian  mountains,  in  large  calks 
drawn  by  oxen,  and  fold  at  twenty  millings  the  Po- 
lifh pot,  which  is  about  three  quarts :  the  Italian 
wine  is  alfo  brought  over  land,  and  on  that  account 
is  dearer  than  the  other.  In  the  morning,  both  men 
and  women  generally  drink  ginger,  yolk  of  eggs, 
and  fugar  boiled  in  beer  -,  they  are  immoderate  lovers 
of  rufty  bacon  and  peafe  j  they  eat  all  manner  of  rnufh- 
rooms,  and  preferve  them  for  pickles.  They  eat  great 
quantities  of  poppy- feed,  drink  the  milk  of  them,  and 
make  it  into  feveral  dimes  and  fauces ;  they  make  like- 
wife  abundance  of  oil  of  the  feeds  of  hemp  and  flax, 
which  they  eat  on  fall-days  -,  and  ufe  fpice  to  excefs. 

They  generally  eat  a  great  deal  of  meat  to  a  little 
bread,  though  they  have  plenty  of  corn,  efpecially 
rye,  which  is   much  better  than  in  other  countries. 

They 
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They  are  great  admirers  of  roots  ,   have  a  r:rh  called 
crakat,  made  of  coarfe  flour  of  wheat,   I  .    mil- 

let, or  oats  -,  and  fometimes,   of  a  imall  grain  they 
call  manna  .  on  flefh-days  they  cat  it  with  milk  and 
butter,  and  on  fafc-days  they  cat  it  with  o:l.     V. 
the  boors  want  bread,  they  make  it  of  acorns  d 
and  ground.     The  Poles  have  a  peculiar  way  of  pre- 
fcrving  cabbage-,  they  chop   it  linall,  put   it   in 
tub  between  lays  of  fait,    prefs  it  very  hard,  and  af- 
terward pour  warm  water  upon   it,  which  makes   it 
ferment,    and   ferves  them  for  pickle  :   this  they  pre- 
ferve   all    winter,   and   fometimes    the    whole   year-, 
though  it  fmells  ftrong  even  at  a  diftance,  yet  they 
think  it  a  great  rarity.     Near  the  mountains  of  Hun- 
gary there  are  wild  goats,  which  they  admire  as  very 
good   meat :   they  alio  make  a  difli  of  beavers-tails  ; 
bears-paws  pickled,  they  reckon  a  great  dainty.  When 
they  kill  elks  they  do  not  gut  them  for  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen days,  and  in  the  winter,  not  in  a  month.     When 
the  grandees  come  to  the  dyet,  they  bring  them  in 
their  fkins  and  guts,  and  hang  them  at  their  windows 
by  five  or  fix  at  a  time,  till  they  grow  rank)  then  they 
roaft  fome,  and  drefs  others  like  beef  a  la-mode  •,  and 
none   but  great  men  have  this  difli   at  their  tables. 
The  Poles   are  generally  courteous  and  hofpitable  to 
flrangers,  invite  them  to  their  houfes,   convene  with 
them   freely,   and  endeavour   to   imitate  them  •,    and 
the  flavery  of  their  boors  is  fo  much  the  more  tole- 
rable to  them,  becaufe  they  feldom  want  victuals  and 
drink. 

They  have  abundance  of  flefh,  fifli,  and  fowl,  and 
are  good  marks  men  •,  maintaining  their  families,  in 
a  great  meafure,  by  fowling.  Every  houfe  has  four 
or  five  hand-mills  to  grind  their  corn.  The  pca- 
fants  of  Samogitia  are  not  l"o  laborious  as  thole  or  Li- 
thuania, and  confequently  have  not  fuch  plenty  •,  in- 
flead  of  bread,  they  eat  a  fort  of  turnips  as  big  as 
one's  head,  which  grow  without  cultivation.  1  hey 
:ichmany  red-hot  (tones  one  afeef  another,  in  their 
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beer,  metheglin,  and  mead,  after  they  have  boiled 
jt  a  whole  night,  \n  order  to  make  their  bellies  fo- 
jkible  :  this  liquor  they  put  into  vefTels  made  of  the 
bark  of  trees.  They  reward  the  ftouteft  drinkers 
at  feafts  with  a  fhirt,  handkerchief,  frock,  or  the 
like-  They  are  content  with  fpare  diet,  and  more 
addicted  to  floth  than  gluttony ;  yet,  like  the  Poles 
and  Lithuanians,  they  drink  hard,  eipecially  at  feafts. 
.  When  the  gentry  make  a  feaft,  they  never  Hip- 
ply  their  guefts  with  fpoons,  knives,  or  forks ;  they 
mud  bring  them  with  them.  They  have  a  broad 
piece  of  ftarched  linen  fewed  round  the  table  cloth 
for  napkins ;  the  reafon  they  give  for  it  is,  to  pre- 
vent their  fervants  Healing.  Their  fervants  have  their 
meat  reached  them  by  their  mailers,  which  they  eat 
behind  their  backs :  they  bring  twice  as  much  wine 
as  their  matters  need,  and  drink  the  remainder  them- 
feives  •,  they  feize  on  what  is  left  after  dinner,  and 
their  ladies  each  of  them  carry  a  napkin  for  dried 
fweet-meats  or  fruits.  Their  feafts  are  made  by 
friends  and  neighbours  by  turns  j  brimmers  are  much 
in  ufe  among  the  Poles  ;  they  will  fcarce  excufe  a 
man  except  he  pledges  them.  This  vice  reigns  equally 
at  feafts  and  taverns  \  and  faints -days  are  not  ex- 
cepted out  of  their  drunkard's  calendar. 

The  inns  of  this  country  are  long  {tables  built  up 
with  boards,  and  covered  with  ftraw,  without  furni- 
ture or  windows ;  there  is  a  chamber  at  one  end, 
but  none  can  lodge  there  ;  becaufe  of  Hies,  fleas, 
and  noifome  fmells  :  lb  that  ftrangers  chuie  rather 
to  lodge  among  the  'horfes,  where  there  is  alfo  an 
intolerable  fmell  of  rotten  cabbages,  which  thefe 
people  keep  always  bv  them.  Travellers  are  obli- 
ged to  carry  provisions  with  them  ;  and  when  foreign- 
ers want,  they  apply  themfelves  to  the  lord  of  the 
village,  who  forthwith  fupplies  them.  Poland  being 
for  moft  part  a  champaign  country,  a  calafh  and  two 
horfes  will  rid  a  good  deal  of  ground  there  in  a  day. 
Travellers  ought  to  take  more  than  ordinary  care  as 
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they  pafs  bridges  in  this  country,  becaufe  they  are 
generally  very  bad,  and  fcldom  repaired.  When 
they  go  a  hunting  for  bears,  they  catch  thofe  of  the 
biggeft  fize  with  nets,  and  when  they  have  hampered 
one,  all  the  hunters  ride  about  him ;  and  having 
pinned  down  his  head  and  his  feet  with  great  wooden 
forks,  they  bind  him  fo  about  with  ftrong  hempen 
cords  that  he  is  not  able  to  ftir  :  then  they  roll  him 
into  a  great  wooden  chert  •,  and  the  knots  of  the  corJ.s 
are  fo  contrived,  that  with  one  pull  they  may  be  un- 
tied. The  bear  is  kept  thus,  till  they  have  a  mind 
to  hunt  him,  and  then  they  let  him  out  at  a  trap  door 
made  on  purpole. 

They  lurround  wild  bulls  with  a  great  number  of 
horlemen,  .hen  each  of  them  rides  up  and  darts  an 
arrow  at  him  ;  upon  this  the  ox  purfues  his  enemy ; 
then  another  darts  him  behind,  and  as  he  turns  about 
to  purfue  him,  they  dart  him  fo  by  turns,  till  the 
beaft  being  tired  with  purfuing  fomany  aflailants,  falls 
down,  and  is  eafily  taken  or  killed.  They  have  an- 
other way  of  hunting,  by  making  the  boors  fell  a 
great  number  of  trees  •,  each  hunter  fee  11  res  his  poft 
afiigned  him,  and  throws  darts  at  the  bull ;  and  as  the 
beaft  runs  toward  his  enemy,  the  hunters  from  behind 
give  him  his  death's  wound  :  but  if  he  breaks  through 
the  inclofure,  the  next  hunter  holds  out  a  piece  of 
red  cloth,  againft  which  the  beaft  having  an  antipa- 
thy, he  immediately  leaves  that  perfon  and  runs  at 
another,  who  being  provided  for  him,  commonly  kills 
him. 

The  Polifh  ladies  are  generally  very  modert,  and 
not  very  apt  to  abufe  the  great  liberty  allowed  them. 
They  fcldom  ftir  out  of  doors  without  a  coach  and 
fix  to  church,  or  to  vifu  a  near  neighbour,  and  are 
always  attended  by  a  great  number  of  lervants.  When 
they  go  abroad  at  night,  they  have  twenty-four  or 
more  flambeaux  carried  before  their  coach.  Their 
train  is  born  up  by  he  or  (he-dwarfs  ;  and  they  have 
always  an  old  woman  to  attend  them,  whom  they  call 
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oovernante,  and  an  old  gentleman  for  their  ufher. 
Notwithstanding  all  thefe  honours,  they  are  entirely- 
managed  by  their  hufbands,  and  difpofe  of  no  money 
without  his  leave.     "When  they  want  any  thing  they 
muft  afk  him  for  it,  kneeling,  embrace  his  knees,  and 
call,  him  their  benefactor.     The  fafhion  of  the  wo> 
mens  cloaths  comes  nearer  to  that  of  the  men  than 
in  mod  other  countries.     They  formerly  wore  gar- 
lands on  their  heads,  compofed  of  gold,  jewels,  flowers, 
filk,  and  the  like  •,  but  now  they  wear  filk  caps,  lined 
with  fur,  like  the  men  :  in  king  John  Ill's  time  they 
imitated  the  French  mode,  becaufe  the  queen  was  of 
that  nation. 

The  peafants  daughters  are  fo  extremely  referved, 
that  they  will  draw  a  knife  at  any  man  who  offers  to 
kifs  them  ;  befide,  their  mothers  have  a  watchful  eye 
over  them,  and  make  them  wear  little  bells  before 
and  behind,  to  give  notice  where  they  are,  and  what 
they  are  doing  •,  but  thefe  precautions  do  not  alwrays 
fecure  them.     The  country  women  are  habited  as  in 
other  countries  ;  but  their  petticoats  are  very  mart : 
thole  in  Red  Ruflia  go  generally  in  fummer  with  an 
apron  before  them  that  reaches  lower  than  ordinary. 
The  wedding  feafts  of  the  gentry  lad  commonly  three 
days.     If  a  lady  marry  any  of  her  waiting-maids,  fhe 
cofts  her  almoft  as  much  as  one  of  her  daughters. 
On  the  fecond  day  all  the  guefts  prefent  the  bride 
with  fomething  new,  which  makes  a  good  part  of  her 
portion.      The  princefs  of  Poland,  when  married  to 
the  elector  of  Bavaria,  had  above  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns  prefented  her. 

Among  the  boors  a  maid  never  marries  till  fhe  be 
twenty-four  or  thirty  years  of  age,  and  has  wrought, 
with  her  own  hands,  feveral  bafkets  full  of  cloaths, 
of  different  forts  :  which,  at  the  time  of  her  efpou- 
fals,  fhe  is  to  diftribute  among  the  guefts  that  her 
hufband  brings  with  him.  She  muft  alio  have  ferved 
her  mother  for  a  certain  time.  The  fame  rite  is 
obferved  with  refped  to  their  fons :  it  is  alfo  obferv- 

able. 
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able,  that  thofe  employed  to  make  up  the  match,  al- 
ways enquire  more  ftrictly  into  the  manners  and  be- 
haviour of  the  perlbns,  than  as  to  their  flock  of  corn 
and  cattle.  Their  godfathers  and  godmothers  are  al- 
ways accounted  relations,  though  they  be  nothing 
a-kin,  and  they  cannot  marry  fuch  kindred  without  a 
dilpeniation  from  the  bilhop. 

The  burials  of  thofe  of  quality  are  celebrated  with 
fuch  pomp  and  magnificence,  that  they  are  more  like 
triumphs.  The  corpfe  is  carried  in  a  hearfe  or  cha- 
rio:  with  fix  horfes,  all  covered  with  black;  the  cof- 
fin has  a  large  black  velvet  pall  over  it,  with  a  crofs 
of  red  fattin  in  the  middle  ;  and  has  fix  long  black 
filk  taffels,  fupported  by  as  many  of  the  deceaied's  do- 
meftic  fervants  in  clofe  mourning :  feveral  priefts, 
monks,  and  others,  march  before  the  hearfe;  each 
of  which  carries  a  white  wax  torch  in  his  hand.  Im- 
mediately before  the  hearfe  come  three  men  on  horfe- 
back,  who  carry  the  arms  of  the  deceafed  ;  one  his 
fword,  another  his  lance,  and  a  third  his  dart :  after 
the  burial  fervice  is  over,  thofe  who  carry  the  armour 
enter  the  church  on  horfeback,  and  riding  furioufly 
to  the  coffin,  break  the  arms  of  the  deceafed  upon 
it  j  after  which  the  body  is  interred.  Then  there  is 
a  feaft,  where  the  lay  guefts  not  only  drink  to  excels, 
but  likewife  force  the  clergy  to  follow  their  example. 
When  the  king  dies  he  is  laid  on  a  bed  of  ftatc  ;  and 
a  certain  number  of  fenators,  ecclefiaftical  and  tem- 
poral, are  appointed  to  attend  his  corpfe.  The 
Republic  defrays  the  expences  out  of  the  revenues 
of  the  crown.  The  deceafed  queen  has  the  fame  ce- 
remonies and  honours  allowed  her.  When  women 
of  quality  mourn,  they  wear  a  Coarfe  black  ftuff,  and 
their  linen  is  not  much  liner  than  canvas;  and  the 
j  .  er  their  quality,  their  mourning  weeds  arc  the 
eoarfer.  All  fenators,  deputies,  and  others,  that  ap- 
pear at  the  dyet  for  electing  the  new  king,  mult  be 
in  bl 
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the  feveral  parts  of  this  kingdom,  that  one  part  of  the 
people  fcarcely  underftand  the  other ;  they  all  agree, 
however,  in  multiplying  confonants  :  and  if  they  did 
not  found,  more  vowels  when  they  fpeak,  than  are 
contained  in  the  words  they  write,  it  would  be  im- 
pcmble  to  utter  them.  The  Latin  is  almoil  as  uni- 
verialiy  fpoken  as  the  Sclavonian,  there  being  a  fchool 
in  every  village  for  the  teaching  it  ;  and  the  girls 
learn  it  in  the  tanneries.  Their  terms  of  art  are 
chiefly  German,  and  indeed  there  are  whole  towns  and 
village:,  in  Prufiia  wnich  are  of  German  extract,  and 
ftill  fpeak  the  German  or  High  Dutch  tongue.  The 
Armenian,  Perfian,  and  Tartarian  languages  are  aifo 
fpoken  upon  their  frontiers  ;  and  the  Jews  have  intro- 
duced the  Hebrew  in  fome  places  •,  but  with  all ..thefe 
languages,  it  is  obferved  that  their  learning  is  but 
fuperrkial. 

As  to  their  divines,  their  learning,  it  is  faid,  con- 
fifts  in  adapting  Ariftotle's  logic  and  metaphyfics  to* 
their  fchool  divinity  -,  and  they  value  themfelves  more 
on  being  verfed  in  the  fignification  of  logical  terms,, 
than  in  the  nature  of  the  things  they  reafon  about, 
They  enquire  but  little  into  church-hiftory,  or  the 
practice  of  primitive  times,  but  feem  to  have  an  im-- 
plicit  faith,  and  to  be  entirely  governed  by  the  decn 
lions  of  the  church  of  Rome :  nor  will  they  fuffer 
any  perfon  to  inquire  into  the  reafonablenefs  of  their 
tenets. 

There  are  few  native  Poles  that  (ludy  phyfic.  The 
phyficians  are  generally  Germans,  French,  or  Ita- 
lians. An  illiterate  quack  of  this  kingdom,  Doctor 
Connor  mentions,  however,  who  lived  in  a  wood 
about  iix  miles  from  Warfaw,  undertook  to  cure  the 
venereal  difeafe  in  feven  or  eight  days  by  bathing 
and  iweating.  In  the  water  the  bath  was  made  of, 
he  boiled  feveral  plants,  which  the  man  made  a  fe- 
eret  of;  but  the  doctor  fays,  as  well  as  he  could  dis- 
cover, the  chief  of  them  were  hellebore,  after,  and 
she  capillus  veneris^  of  maiden-hair,     That  he  bathed 

his 
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his  patients  in  a  hot  decoction  of  thefe  herbs  for  four 
days  together,  and  made  them  drink  of  it  while  they 
were  in  the  bath  frequently ;  that  for  four  days  af- 
terward he  laid  them  over  the  tub  to  receive  the 
hot  fleams,  covering  them  with  blankets,  and  mak- 
ing them  drink  of  the  decoclion  as  before.  And 
thus  by  fweating,  bathing,  and  drinking,  he  was  af- 
fured  he  had  done  many  wonderful  cures  in  venereal 
cafes-,  and  for  the  whole  cure  demanded  but  two 
rix-dollars,  which  is  lefs  than  ten  millings  Englifh. 
They  feldom  ufe  falivation  in  this  country,  though 
venereal  diflempers  are  very  common. 

The  difeafe  peculiar  to  the  Poles,  is  that  called 
the  Plica,  in  which  the  hair  of  the  head  is  matted 
together,  and  grows  lb  long,  that  it  fometimes  reaches 
down  to  the  middle,  covering  their  backs  •,  but  ge- 
nerally it  hangs  in  twilled  ropes :  others  have  their 
hair  only  matted  clofe  to  their  heads,  without  grow- 
ing to  any  length.  If  the  hair  be  cut  off  it  occafions 
a  dimnefs  in  the  fight,  and  fometimes  a  total  blind- 
nefs  •,  it  alio  occafions  pain  in  the  head  and  limbs, 
and  puflules  to  come  out  all  over  the  body.  Fo- 
reigners that  have  been  infected  with  this  difeafe  re- 
late, that  they  have  cut  off  their  hair  without  any 
inconveniency  attending  it.  The  bifhop  of  Pofen 
acquainted  doctor  Connor  that  he  was  afflicted  with 
this  dillemper  in  his  youth,  and  that  cutting  off  his 
hair,  unknown  to  his  friends,  he  felt  a  thoufand 
racking  pains,  which  left  him  as  his  hair  crew  again, 
but  then  the  dillemper  returned.  He  oblerved  alio, 
that  on  the  cutting  eff  his  hair  he  could  fenfibly 
perceive  a  volatile  matter  pafs  in  great  abundance 
through  the  tubes  of  his  hair,  which  twilled  and  con- 
tracted the  locks  •,  that  when  he  put  a  can  on  his  head, 
it  occafioned  an  intolerable  pain  and  heat,  which  he 
fuppofed  proceeded  from  the  e,  by  which  the 

humours   wen    repelled,  and   forced    back  upon  the 
head.      As  to  other  diieafes,   i:  feems,  the  Poles  are 
very  little  troubled  with  them.     The  fcurvy,  or  ma- 
lignant 
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lignant  fevers,  and  pleurifies,  are  feldom  of  fuch  ill 
confequence  in  Poland  as  in  other  countries. 

By  the  laws  of  Poland,  the  eilate  of  the  father  is 
equally  divided  among  his  children,  except  any  of 
them  go  into  a  monaitery,  and  then  their  parts  are 
equally  divided  among  the  reft ;  and  the  young  chil- 
dren here,  as  in  other  Popifh  countries,  are  encou- 
raged by  their  parents  to  take  the  vow  upon  them, 
that  their  eflates  may  be  preferved  entire  to  the  eldeft 
fon,  which  would  otherwife  dwindle  away  to  nothing, 
where  there  happens  to  be  a  numerous  imae. 

We  are  fo  apt  to  be  biaiTed  in  our  fentiments,  by 
what  happens  in  our  own  times,  and  as  it  were  under 
our  own  eyes,  that  we  can  fcarcely  bring  ourfelves  to 
think  things  ever  were  otherwife  than  as  we  now  per- 
ceive them.  But  it  is  certain,  that  as  reillefs  and  tur- 
bulent as  the  Poles  now  are,  they  were  formerly  of 
a  different  difpofition,  and  very  much  attached  to  the 
perfons  and  families  of  their  princes.  Thus  for  feveral 
ages  they  obeyed  the  family  of  Piaftus,  who  was 
raifed  to  the  throne  by  his  merit  \  and  upon  the  death. 
of  Lewis,  king  of  Poland  and  Hungary,  the  kit 
male-heir  of  his  family,  they  chofe  his  daughter,  and 
refolved  to  beftow  their  crown  upon  her  huiband, 
who  was  Jagello,  duke  of  Lithuania.  He  took  upon 
him  the  name  of  Uladiflaus  y  and  by  his  poflerity 
they  were  governed  till  the  death  of  Sigifrnund  IL 
who  was  the  lail  of  that  family,  and  died  in  1574, 
when  they  chofe  Henry  de  Bourbon,  afterward 
Henry  III.  of  France,  for  their  king  j  upon  a  promife 
that  he  would  marry  the  princefs  Anne,  filter  to 
their  late  monarch.  When  he  abdicated,  they  made 
choice  of  Stephen  Batori,  prince  of  Tranfylvania,  who 
actually  married  the  princefs  before  mentioned,  but 
had  no  ifllie  by  her.  Upon  his  death  in  1586,  they 
made  choice  of  Sigifrnund  de  Vafa,  prince  of  Swe- 
den, becaufe  he  was  the  nephew  of  Sigifrnund  IL 
and  confequently  by  the  mother's  fide  of  the  race  of 
their  antient  kings.    The  laft  of  his  race  was  Cafimir, 

Vol,  IV.  N  who 


178  An  Account  of  the  Kingdom 

who  abdicated  the  government  end  retired  to  France  : 
and  in  1670  they  chofe  Michael  Wielnowifki,  whole 
fucceflbr  was  John  Sobiefki  •,  upon  whofe  deceafe  in 
j  696,  the  Poles,  contrary  to  their  ufual  cuftom,  re- 
jected his  family,  and  made  choice  of  Auguilus,  elec- 
tor of  Saxony. 

The  prefent  king  of  Poland,  Staniflaus  Auguflus 
was  chofen  with  ui. ufual  unanimity,  on  September  7, 
1764-,  he  is  a  native  of  Poland,  and  before  his  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  regal  dignity,  was  count  Poniatowiki, 
grand  planther  of  Lithuania,  and  was  the  only  noble- 
man the  Poles  wifhed  to  have  for  their  kino; :  his  fa- 
therwas  well  known  for  his  attachment  to  Charles XII. 
of  Sweden,  and  for  the  fignal  fervices  he  performed 
for  .him. 

This  monarch  being  himfelf  a  Pole,  will  conftantly 
refrde  in  his  kingdom  •,  and  having  no  foreign  domi- 
nions, will  of  courfe  enter  into  no  roreign  connections, 
but  with  a  view  to  the  interefts  of  his  people.  His 
natural  endowments  and  acquired  advantages  have 
united  to  form  in  him  the  compleat  gentleman  ;  and 
there  is  a  pafiage  of  a  letter  laid  to  be  wrote  to  him 
on  his  promotion,  by  the  king  of  Pruffia,  which  can- 
not be  unwelcome  to  the  reader  in  this   place.     It   is 

as  follows: *  Your  majefty  muft  relied,   that  as 

you  enjoy  a  crown  by  election,  and  not  by  defcent, 
the  world  will  be  more  obfervant  of  your  majefty*s 
actions,  than  of  any  other  potentate  in  Europe  ±  and 
it  is  but  reafonable.  The  latter  being  the  mere  ef- 
fect of  confanguinity,  no  more  is  looked  for,  though 
much  more  is  to  bewiflied,  from  him,  than  what  men 
are  endowed  with  in  common.  But  from  a  man.  ex- 
alted !\  the  voice  of  his  equals,  from  a  fubject  to  a 
king  !  from  a  man  voluntarily  elected  to  rei 
thofe  b)   whom   he  was  chofen!  ever]  ex- 

pected, that  can  poflibly  deferve  and  adorn  a  crown. 
Gratitude  to  his  people  is  the  firfl  great  di  ;\  of  ruch 
..  monarch  •,  for  to  them  alone,  under  providence,  he 
is  indebted  for  being  one.     A  king,  who  is  fuch  by 

birth, 
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Tbu-rth,  if  he  acts  derogatory  from  his  flation,  is  a  fa- 
Hre  only  on  himfelf ;  but  an  defied  one,  who  be- 
haves inconfiftent  with  his  dignity,  reflects  difhonour 
on  his  fu bj eels.  Your  majefty,  I  am  fure,  will  par- 
don this  warmth ;  it  is  the  effufiori  of  the  fincereft 
regard :  the  amiable  part  of  the  picture,  is  not  fo 
properly  a  leffon  of  what  you  ought  to  be,  as  a  pro- 
phecy of  what  your  majefty  will  be.' 

Nothing  fliews  more  clearly  the  folly  of  that  kind 
of  modern  policy,  which  confiits  in  weakening  and 
cfiftreffing  our  neighbours,  than  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Poland.  This  country,  as  well  by  its  fituation,  as 
from  the  natural  genius  and  difpofition  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, is  the  proper  bulwark  of  Chriftendo'm  againrt 
the  Turks  •,  whom  they  have  refilled  with  as  much 
iuccefs,  and  over  whom  they  have  gained  greater  vic- 
tories than  almoft  any  other  nation.  If  we  confider 
them  in  this  light,  it  is  very  eafy  to  fee  that  it  can 
never  be  the  true  and  natural  intereft  either  of  the 
houfe  of  Auflria,  or  of  the  Ruffians,  to  promote 
troubles  in  this  kingdom,  becaufe  the  more  power- 
ful and  formidable  the  Poles  were,  the  lefs  able  the 
Turks  would  be  to  alarm  either  of  thefe  potentates. 
The  grand  fignior  indeed  has  fhewn  a  true  fpirit  of 
policy,  in  never  attempting  to  difturb  this  nation 
even  in  its  lowefl  circumflances  ;  but  contented  him- 
felf with  the  fecurity  that  he  reaps  from  their  confu- 
lions :  fince,  if  he  had  ever  attacked  Poland,  it  would 
probably  have  put  an  end  to  them ;  and  though  at 
iiril  he  might  have  made  great  conquer!  s,  when  the 
fpirit  of  the  nation  was  once  roufed,  he  would  have 
been  quickly  driven  out  of  them,  as  he  knew,  from 
the  experience  of  former  times. 

If  the  Poles  could  once  fo  fettle  their  affairs,  as 
to  have  time  to  confider  the  advantages  that  might 
'refult  to  their  country  by  the  extending  their  com- 
merce, it  is  not  at  all  impoffible  they  mould  fucceed 
therein,  though  they  have  neglected  it  fo  long.  A 
projesft  was  formed  by  the  late  king  Auguftus,  for 
'N   2   •  opening 
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opening  a  trade  with  Afia  by  the  help  of  the  Crim 
Tartars,  and'  tranfporting  the  commodities  that  are 
brought  from  the  Black  Sea,  by  the  Niefter  and  the 
Bog.  He  had  other  great  views  with  regard  to  Rul- 
fia,  and  though  at  prefent  they  feem  to  have  died 
■with  him,  the  time  may  come  when  they  fhall  revive 
again,  and  be  carried  into  execution  by  fome  other 
enterprifing  Polifh  monarch. 

The  country  of  Poland  abounds  with  natural  com- 
modities, if  the  inhabitants  knew  how  to  make  ufe 
of  them  -,  and  with  a  numerous  and  laborious  race 
of  people,  who  would  foon  become  rich  if  they  were 
properly  employed.  We  have  re albn  to  expect,  there- 
fore, that  lbme  time  or  other,  awakened  by  their 
own  neceflities,  or  provoked  by  the  example  of  their 
neighbours,  they  will  think  of  improving  their  lands, 
working  up  their  commodities,  and  vending  them  in 
different  parts  of  Europe :  which,  whenever  they  do, 
will  infallibly  make  them  a  rich  and  happy  nation. 
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And  of  its  Inhabitants  the  COSSACKS, 

Collected  from  the  Writings   of  Mr.  Beau  plan, 
and   others. 
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CCORDING  to  fome  authors,  the  word  Cofiack, 
in  the  Ruffian  tonauc,  iio-nifies  free-booter  or 
banditti-,   others  derive    it   from   Cola,  fignifyir 
goat,  becaufc  of  their  nimblenels.     Some  lay  that  Co- 
la,  in  the  Sclavonian  language,  Ognifies   a  lathe, 

their 
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their  ordinary  weapon.  They  are  thought  to  have 
come  firft  from  the  iflands  of  the  Borifthenes,  near 
the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  were  called  Zapo- 
rowiki,  or  Zaporienfes,  from  the  Porowis,  or  cata- 
racts and  rocks  in  the  Nieper.  The  Turks  ufually 
call  them  Ruffians,  They  dwell  in  a  part  of  Red 
Ruffia  in  Poland,  and  in  BafTerabia,  betwixt  the  rivers 
borifthenes  and  the  Niefter.  They  are  terrible  to  the 
Turks,  becaufe  of  their  invafions  by  the  way  of  the 
Black  Sea.  In  1548,  in  the  time  of  Sigifmund  I. 
jdng  of  Poland,  thefe  CorTacks  were  only  volunteers 
pf  the  frontiers  of  Ruffia,  Volhinia,  Podolia,  and 
the  other  provinces  of  Poland,  who  arTembled  toge- 
ther, partly  to  defend  themfelves  from  the  Tartars, 
by  fecuring  the  panes  of  the  Nieper,  and  attacking 
them  as  they  returned  with  their  prey  5  and  partly 
to  rob  upon  the  Black  Sea,  where  getting  rich  booty, 
they  drew  more  into  the  affociation.  Sometimes  they 
made  defcents  upon  Natolia,  and  plundered  the 
great  towns,  as  Trebifond  and  Sinope ;  at  other  times 
they  have  advanced  within  two  miles  of  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  brought  off  booty  and  prifoners. 

At  firft  they  were  about  fix  thoufand,  under  Euf- 
tachicus  Dofcovitus  their  general ;  but  their  numbers 
were  quickly  increafed  by  their  neighbours,  becaufe 
of  the  gain  they  made  by  their  piracies,  part  of  which 
they  laid  up  in  their  magazine,  and  the  reft  they 
brought  home  to  their  houfes.  About  the  end  ®f  the 
feafon,  thefe  adventurers  feparate,  and  agree  upon 
the  time  and  place  of  rendezvous  next  fpring  in  the 
ifles  and  rocks  of  the  Nieper,  whence  they  return  to 
their  piracy.  Stephen  Batori,  king  of  Poland,  who 
began  his  reign  in  1576,  confidering  the  fervice  that  /"^S 
might  be  made  of  thofe  thieves,  for  guarding  the  >/H*<MrJ 
country  and  frontiers  againft  the  inroads  of  the  Tar- 
tars, formed  them  into  a  regular  body  %  and  they 
ferved  him  as  foot-foldiers  •,  for  the  Polifn  army  con- 
fifts  chiefly  of  horfe.  He  gave  them  the  town  and 
territories  of  Tetchtimorow,  about  eighty  miles  in 
N  3  ,  length, 
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length,  in  the  palatinate  of  Kiow,  upon  the  Boriii 
henes ;  which  town  they  made  their  magazine,  and 
the  residence  of  their  governor-general. 

The  CofTacks  being  thus  brought  into  good  dif- 
cipline,  did  confiderable  fervicc  to  the  crown  of  Po- 
land ;  but  have  fince  done  the  republic  much  mil- 
chief  by  their  frequent  rebellions  :  for  the  CofTacks 
knowing  their  own  ilrength,  and  of  what  importance 
they  were  to  the  Poles,  began  to  fet  up  for  them- 
selves, and  would  not  obey  the  orders  of  their  fupe- 
riors,  and  acknowlege  the  power  of  the  Poles  over 
them. 

It  was  chiefly  owing  to  them   that  the  Mufcovites 
got  pofiefiion  cf  the  provinces   of  Smolenlko  and 
Siberia ;  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  palatinate 
Kiovia,  which  were  confirmed  to  them  by  the  treaty 
of  Olivia,  in  1666.     They  have  fince  thole  days  fuf- 
fered  many  changes  of  fortune,  as  well  as  diminuti 
in  numbers-,  but  at  this  time  however  they  are  tole- 
rably free,  force  under  the  protection  of  the  Turks, 
others  under  the  Poles  $  but  the  greateft  part  of  1 
own  themfelves  fubjedts  to  Rufila.   We  will  next  a 
fider  the  country  in  which  they  live, 
the  flatnefs  of  it,   has  been  fuppofed,    not   without 
great  probability,  to  have  been  left  partly  by  the  lea, 
and  partly  by  the  great  rivers  that  run  through  it ;  in 
the   fame  manner  as  the   antients  report  of  Lower 
ypt;  and  as  we  know  that  track  of  country  w  . 
certainly  left,  which  is  called  Marihland, in  the  county 
of  Norfolk. 

'1  he  word  Ukrain  fignirics  a  frontier  country,  and 
Hea  betwixt  4.S  and  52  degrees  of  north  latitude  ;  the 
Niefter  is  their  weftern,  and  the  Nieper.  their  eai 
boundary.  According  to  fome  authors,  Kiow  is  the 
chief  town,  and  belongs;  to  the  Mufcovites  j  being 
taken  from  the  Poles  in  1633,  by  the  confederate 
army  of  the  Muicovites  and  CofTacks.  This  city 
gives  name  to  the  palatinate  of  Kiow,  winch  had 
ices  of  its  own  till  lr  was  reduced  to  a  proi 

by 
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by  Cafimir  III.  who  began  his  reign  in  the  year  1333c* 
The  ruins  of  the  wails  fhew  it  to  have  been  eight 
miles  in  compafs  :  here  are  to  be  feen  Hill  the  ruins 
of  many  arches,  high  walls,  churches,  and  the  fe- 
pulchres  of  many  kings,  with  Greek  inscriptions. 
The  church  of  St.  Sophia,  whofe  walls  are  lined 
with  mofaic  work  ;  and  that  of  St.  Michael,  remark- 
able for  its  gilded  roof,  are  ftill  in  a  tolerable  con- 
dition. 

The  Ukrain  is  a  very  fertile  country,  though  the 
third  part  of  it  is  fcarcely  cultivated ;  it  produces 
fuch  a  vail  quantity  of  grain  of  all  forts,  that  the  in- 
habitants are  at  a  lofs  how  to  conlume  it :  they  can- 
not export  any  of  it,  becaufe  their  rivers  are  not  na- 
vigable. They  abound  in  honey,  wax,  wood,  cattle, 
fowl,  and  fifh.  Hungary,  Tranfylvania,  Wallachh, 
and  Moldavia,  fupply  them  with  wine;,  they  alio 
make  good  beer,  and  aqua  vitae,  out  of  their  corn ; 
they  have  much  mead ;  the  falt-pits  near  Cracow 
furnifh  them  with  fait  .-,  they  have  alfo  fome  out  of 
the  country' of  Pokutia,.  on  the  borders  of  Molda- 
via and  Tranfylvania,  where  there  are  falt-fprings  * 
their  houfes  are  of  wood,  and  their  fortifications  of 
earth  and  wood,  which  they  account  better  againft 
cannon  than  brick  walls ;  but  they  are  loon  let  on 
fire. 

The  rivers  of  note  here  are  die  Borifthenes  or  Nie- 
per  •,  the  Bog,  Tyras  or  Neifter,  the  common  border 
betwixt  them  and  Wallachia ;  the  Dezna,  the  Rofs,^ 
the  Horin,  the  Souez,  and  the  Ster ;  near  which  was 
fought  the  laft  battle  between  the  Poles  and  CbiTacks, 
in  1651  ;  which  obliged  the  CoiTacks  to  feek.  pro- 
tection among  the  Mufcovites  and  Turks.  The 
language  of  the  Coffacks  is  a  dialed  of  the  Poliih 
tongue,  as  the  Poliih  is.  of  the  Sclavonian  ;  but  that 
of  the  CoiTacks  is  much  more  fmooth,  and  full  of 
diminutives,  which  makes  it  very  agreeable. 

The  common  people   are  of  the  Greek  church  : 

their  worlhip  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Ruffians  •,. 

N  4.  thek 
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their   metropolitan   refides    at  Kiow,    is   con  fee  rated 
by  the  patriarch  of  Conftantino]  i   fubjedt.  to 

him.  The  whole  almoft  of  their  religion  confifts  in 
feafts  and  holy-days  •,  but  the  greater  part  of  the 
gentry  are  Papilts,  and  a  few  Protectants.  It  is  very 
common  in  this  country  for  maids  to  woo  the  men: 
if  a  young  woman  be  in  love  with  a  young  man, 
fhe  is  not  afhamed  to  go  to  his  father's  houle,  re- 
veal her  paflion  in  the  moft  tender  expreffions,  and 
promife  all  obedience  if  he  pleafe  to  accept  of  her  in 
marriage:  if  fhe  be  rejected  by  the  young  man,  be- 
caufe  he  is  too  young,  or  not  difpofed  to  marry,  or 
the  like  ;  fhe  tells  him  that  fhe  is  refolved  never  to 
go  out  of  the  houfe  till  he  confent,  and  accordingly 
takes  up  her  lodgings  there.  To  force  her  out  would 
be  to  provoke  all  her  kindred  :  nor  would  the  church 
fufFer  them  to  me  any  violence  to  her  without  in- 
flicting heavy  penance,  and  branding  the  houle  with 
infamy  :  fo  that  after  two  or  three  weeks  the  par 
or  the  young  man  himfelf  being  moved  with  the  con- 
ftancy  of  the  woman,  accommodate  matters  as  well 
as  they  can,   and  make  up  the  match. 

Their  manners  are  like  thole  of  foldiers,  they  are  not 
folicitous  for  what  is  to  come,  butfj  eely  what 

they  have  among  their  companions,  and  leave  futu- 
rity to  fliift  for  itfelf :  they  are  very  i  neon  I  ant,  mu- 
tinous, and  purfue  their  prefent  (  uthei 
than  their  faith  and  promife.  Tl  it  drink- 
ers •,  but  by  reafon  of  their  labour  and  hardfhips,  they 
have  fo  much  health  that  phyficians  are  or"  little  ufe 
among  them.  They  are  of  a  good  ilature,  ftr<  ng, 
nimble,  great  lovers  of  liberty,  uneafy  under  any 
yoke,  and  indefatigable  :  they  are  much  given  to 
fifhing  and  hunting.  None  know  better  the  wav  of 
preparing  faltpetre,  and  making  gunpowder ;  their 
country  abounds  with  it,  and  fc\  ts  or'  Europe 
are  furnifhed  from  thence.  This  terrn  ryv 
a  defart,  till  improved  by  the  induftry  of  the  Cot 
lacks,  and  other  colonies  :  the  many  rivers  which 
run  through  it  add  much  to  "us  fruitfulnefs. 

They 
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They  have  fome  animals  peculiar  to  their  country, 
fuch  as  a  beaft  called  Bobac,  not  unlike  a  Guinea 
pig ;  it  makes  holes  in  the  earth,  which  it  enters  in 
O&ober,  and  never  comes  abroad  till  April ;  within 
thefe  holes  there  are  many  little  apartments  for  their 
provifions,  lodgings,  and  dead  :  eight  or  nine  herds 
of  thofe  beafts  live  together  in  fuch  caves ;  they  are 
eafily  tamed,  and  are  very  diverting.  When  they  go 
out  for  provifions  they  place  a  centinel,  who,  as  foon 
as  he  fpies  any  body,  gives  a  fignal,  and  they  all  run 
to  their  caves.  The  Jounaky  is  a  kind  of  goat,  re- 
markable for  his  beautiful  furr,  refembling  fattin, 
and  a  white  fkin  and  fmooth  horns  :  he  has  no  horn 
in  his  nofe,  as  fome  report,  but  as  he  feeds  goes  back- 
ward. They  have  many  wild  horfes,  of  no  value  but 
for  their  fiefh,  which  they  fell  in  their  markets,  and 
think  it  better  than  beef  or  veal :  when  thofe  horfes 
come  to  be  old,  their  hoofs,  never  pared,  fo  contract  *— — ■ 

their  feet  that  they  cannot  go.     In  fumm^r_they_aLe    /l^ZJsiWL 
mightily  incommoded  with  flies  and  gramoppers,  in/ 
fuch  vaft  numbers,  that  they  form  a  cloud  of  five  or 
fix  leagues  long,  and  three  or  four  broad  ;  darkening 
the  air  in  the  cleared  day,  and  deftroying  all  the  corn 
they  light  on  in  lefs  than  two  hours  time. 

When  they  rendezvous  upon  the  iflands  of  Scarb- 
niza  Wafkowa,  the  firft  thing  that  they  do  is  tochufe 
their  general  for  that  expedition ;  and  to/  make  their 
boats,  which  they  call  colna,  of  about  fixty  feet  long, 
twelve  feet  deep,  and  as  many  wide.  They  are  built 
very  light,  one  plank  pinned  on  the  edge  of  another, 
and  widening  upward.  They  have  a  item  at  each 
end,  and  about  twelve  or  fifteen  oars  at  a  fide. 
They  have  no  deck  ±  but  to  prevent  their  finking, 
though  full  of  water,  they  compafs  them  round  with 
a  border  of  reeds,  as  big  as  a  barrel,  tied  together* 
and  fattened  to  their  boats  with  ropes :  they  have  a 
forry  maft  and  fail,  but  feldom  ufe  them,  except  in 
very  fair  weather.  Their  provifion  is  a  ton  of  bif- 
ketj  which  they  take  out  of  the  bung  as  they  ufe  it ; 
<*    '    *■■'■*".,  -  a  barrel 
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a  barrel  of  boiled  millet,  and  another  of  parte,  made 
with  water,  which  they  eat  with  their  millet.  I 
boat  carries  about  fixty  perfons  ;  every  man  having 
two  guns,  and  each  boat  rive  or  fix  falconets  or  fmall 
pieces  of  cannon.  They  let  out  about  the  beginning 
of  June,  and  return  about  the#ift  of  Auguft. 

They  wait  for  a  dark  night,  that  they  may  , 
undifcovered  by  the  Turkifh  galleys  which  lie  at  Oc- 
zakow  to  intercept  them.  With  thefe  boats  they 
cruize  over  all  the  Black  Sea.  If  they  fpy  a  galley, 
they  keep  at  a  diftance  till  night,  obferve  the  courle 
of  the  veiTel,  and  when  it  is  dark  come  up  and  board 
ir.  They  take  out  all  the  cannon,  money,  and  mer- 
chandize, and  then  fink  the  fhip,  becauie  they  have 
neither  fkill  nor  opportunity  to  ufe  it.  No  lboner 
have  the  Turks  intelligence  that  the  CofTacks  are  at 
iea,  but  the  alarm  is  taken  immediately,  which 
reaches  quickly  to  Conilantinople  •,  from  thence  cou- 
riers are  difpatched  to  the  coaits  of  Natolia,  Romc- 
lia,  and  Bulgaria,  to  bid  them  be  upon  their  guard  : 
but  the  Cofiacks  are  generally  too  nimble  for  them, 
and  are  forty  hours  on  the  coafts  before  them.  If  a 
o-alley  fpy  them  in  the  day-time  (which  is  very  un- 
common, for  their  vefTcls  are  net  above  two  feet  and 
a  half  above  water)  they  avoid  fighting,  by  rowing 
away  from  her,  or  retiring  to  (hallows  among  . 
where  the  gallics  cannot  follow  them. 

This  was  their  way  of  living,  till  the  grand  fignior 
obliged  Sigifmund,  king  of  Poland,  to  prohibit  thole 
piracies.  It  was  bad  policy  in  the  Poles  to  let  them 
chuie  their  own  general;  for  this  general  being  ab- 
solutely their  own  creature,  is  forced  to  comply  with 
their  methods.  They  handle  their  guns  very  dexte- 
roufly,  and  have  fcythes  fet  long-ways  upon  poles, 
with  which  they  fight  very  fiercely,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fkilfully  ;  fo  that  regular  troops  are  often  beat 
by  them.  They  are  ver)  indifferent  horfemen,  bur 
excellent  foldiers  on  foot.  They  are  inured  to  all 
manner  of  fatigues  arid  hardfhips,  obedient  to  their 

inlanders, 
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Commanders,  active,  and  dexterous  in  intrenching; 
themfelves,  not  only  in  the  ordinary  way,  but  alio  by 
.making  a  fence  of  their  baggage  waggons,  which 
cover  them  as  they  march.  Theie  moving  intrench- 
ments  are  abfolutely  neceffary  for  them,  when  they 
march  without  horfe  in  open  plains  in  the  defarts 
of  the  Tartars,  againft:  whom  they  are  forced  to 
fland  wherever  they  meet  them.  There  have  been 
feveral  inftances,  that  one  thoufand  CoiTack  foot, 
marching  between  their  chariots  and  waggons,  have, 
in  a  plain,  repulfed  live  or  fix  thoufand  Tartars  on 
horfeback.  Their  horfes,  though  fwift,  are  but 
weak,  and  Hopped  by  the  lead  barricade.  But  how- 
ever, this  way  of  marching,  in  the  midft  of  their 
baggage  and  ammunition  waggons,  would  fcarcely 
be  practicable  in  any  other  country  but  Poland  and 
the  defarts  of  Tartary,  which  lie  upon  a  level. 

It  is  eafy,  from  thefe  accounts,  to  form  a  juft  no- 
tion of  the  original  and  ancient  ftate  of  the  Coffacks ; 
but  fome  farther  explanations  will  be  neceffary,  in 
order  to  have  a  juft  idea  of  the  condition  of  this 
people  at  prefent.     We  will  begin  with  what  is  re- 
quisite to  be  faid  of  their  country.     In  its  utmoft  ex- 
tent it  may  be  confidered  as  three  hundred  miles 
long,  and  in  fome  places  above  a  hundred  broad ; 
but   then  this  comprehends  the  territory  inhabited 
by  all  the  Coffacks  •,  for  they  are,  at  prefent,    diftin- 
guifhed  into  various  nations.     When  we  reflect  on 
the  manners  of  the  Mufcovites,  Poles,   Turks,   and 
Tartars,  and  remember  that  their  dominions  border 
upon  each  other,  we  (hall  very  eafily  conceive  that 
the  frontiers  could  not  afford  very  fafe  or  pleafant 
habitations,  and  fhall  not  be  furprized   to  hear  that 
they  were  defart.     Hence  it  was,  that  this  otherwile 
large  and  confiderable  track  of  country  came  to  be 
ftiled  the  Ukrain,  which,  in  our  language,  properly 
fignifies  the  Marches.     The  people  who  firft  fettled 
on  the  rocks  in  the  Nieper  were  vagabonds  from  alL 
countries,  who  built  their  huts  in  the  moil  inaccef- 

fibk 
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fible  places  and  were  from  thence  called  Coffacks  or 
goats,  becaufe,  like  them,  they  dwelt  out  of  reach. 

But,  by  degrees,  as  thefe  people  became  nume- 
rous, they  began  to  plant  and  improve  their  country, 
tfhich  is  one  of  the  richclt  and  fineft  in  Europe  :  but 
from  its  very  fituation,  it  is  fo  liable  to  be  ranfacked 
and  daten  up,  whenever  any  wars  break  out  among 
the   neig  are  none  of  them 

polite  or  weh  governed,  that  we  cannot  expe 
ihould  ever  be  brought  into  any  tolerable  condition. 
Beiide,  the  Coffacks,  like  the  buccaneers  in  Ame- 
rica, were  planters  only  by  accident ;  they  looked  upon 
living  at  home  as  a  hardfhip,  unlefs  in  the  time  they 
wanted  winter-quarters ;  for  their  proper  bufinefs  was 
war,  and  they  grew  rich,  not  by  indufhy,  but  plun- 
der. They  were  from  hence  regarded  as  barbarians, 
and  in  that  fenfe  very  juftly  •,  becaufe,  to  live  by 
fpoiling  others  is  the  higheft  barbarity  ;  inafmuch  as 
it  is  that  fort  of  life  molt  reouffnant  to  reaibn  and 
the  laws  of  humanity. 

It  has  been  before  laid  down  that  war  was  their 
bufinefs  •,  and  this  was  of  two  kinds,  del  en  five  by 
land,  and  offenfive  by  fea.  In  refpect  to  the  former, 
the  country  round  about  them  was  flat,  and  the  ene- 
mies they  had  to  deal  with  were  Poles  and  Tartars, 
who  brought  great  bodies  of  horfe  into  the  field.  To 
oppofe  thefe  with  inferior  bodies  of  light-armed  foot, 
the  Coffacks  invented  the  Tabor,  or  waggon  ;  in 
thefe  they  carried  their  baggage,  ammunition,  and 
provifions  upon  a  march  ;  and  when  they  encamped, 
they  took  care  to  have  a  river  in  front,  and  a  morals 
in  the  rear-,  co\  ir  flanks  with  an  intrench- 

ment  of  wag'  the  help  of  this  difcipline, 

they  have  defeated  troops  that  would  have  app< 

n  to  the  mod  regular  armie  .     Nay,  to 

fuchade  <   carried  this  art  of  fortifying  with 

ons,  that  field- marihal  Munich,  who  was  an  of- 

reat  ikill  and  experience,   thought  fit   to 

ieir  method  in  his  laft  war  againft  the  Tu 
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and  that  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  enabled  him  to  come 
off*  with  honour  and  victory,  when  attacked  by  the 
moft  numerous  armies  the  Ottoman  power  could, 
bring  into  the  field. 

In  their  orTenfrve  wars,  which,  as  we  have  Shewn, 
the  CoiTacks  carry  on  by  fea,  the  invention  of  their 
boats  is  admirable ;  for,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  they  are 
very  light,  fo  that  they  may  be  tranfported  from  rock 
to  rock  with  great  eafe  ;  in  the  next  place,  they  are 
capacious,  fo  as  to  hold  a  great  number  of  men, 
which  gives  them  fuch  a  power  in  boarding  and  at- 
tacking places  on  the  fea-coafts,  as  it  is  hardly  pof- 
fible  to  refill.  Their  method  of  building  without 
keels,  and  meathing  with  reeds,  defends  them  from 
finking,  even  if  full  of  water.  Befide  this,  it  makes 
their  boats,  when  filled  with  men,  lie  fo  deep  in  the 
water,  that  they  are  not  to  be  feen  at  any  great  dis- 
tance, and  yet  they  go  at  a  prodigious  rate,  fo  as  to 
be  in  no  danger  when  purfued  by  any  kind  of  {hip- 
ping in  ufe  among  the  Turks. 

If  indeed  we  take  thefe  bark-boats  out  of  the  water, 
and  confider  them  independent  of  the  CoiTacks  who  ufe 
them, they  will  appear  very  poor  and  defpicabie  things, 
and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  their  waggons ;    but 
notwithstanding  this,  when  all  ci  re  urn  fiances  are  duly 
weighed,  when  we  remember  that  thefe  people  are 
poor,  weak,  and  defencelefs,  in  comparifon  of  their 
neighbours  ;  have  very  few  fortreffes,  and  th©fe  com- 
pofed  only  of  wood  and  earth ;  and  that  notwithfland- 
ing thefe  advantages,  they  have  made  a  fhift  to  co- 
ver their  country  fo  well,  and  defended  themfelves 
fo  obilinately,  as  to  make   the    Poles    and  Tartars 
weary  of  their  wars  with  them  ;  we  mull  allow  them 
ibme  merit  with  refpeci  to   military  fkill.     On  the 
other  hand,  when  we  call  to  mind,   that  they  have 
no  trade,  no  veffels,  no  ports  to  receive  them,  if  they 
had  any  ;  no  yards,  little  timber,  no  docks,   carpen- 
ters, or  feamen  ;  we  cannot  help  owning  that  the  na*- 
val  exploits  of  fuch  people,  are  in  a  great  meafure 
aflonifhing. 

Their 


190         An  Account  of  the  U  K  R  A  I  ' 

Their  government  is  entirely  military,  infomuch 
that,  in  time  of  peace,  they  have  hardly  any  magif- 
trates  or  laws  •,  but  when  the  nation,  by  whom  they 
are  protected,  (and  at  prefent  fome  of  them  arc  under 
the  roles,  fome  under  the  Turks,  but  the  far  grcatelt 
part  of  them  under  the  Ruffians)  propofe  they  llioukl 
rife  and  take  the  field  •,  the  firft  ftep  is  to  give  them 
leave  to  elect  a  general,  who  in  their  language  is  cal- 
led Hetman,  or  riatman.  This  fome  modern  writers 
have  miftaken  for  a  proper  name  ;  whereas,  in  re- 
ality, it  is  the  ftile  of  office,  and  anfwers  to  that  of 
Imperator  amongit  the  ancient  Romans :  he  has 
the  abfolute  command  fo  long  as  the  war  continues  ; 
neither  is  it  eafy  to  depofe  him  afterward ;  for  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  countries,  power  has  in  it 
fomething  fo  pleaiing,  that  nofmall  difficulty  is  found 
in  reducing  him  who  has  been  once  a  prince,  to  the 
rank  of  a  private  man. 

Jn  the  hiftories  of  the  wars  in  the  north,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  century  to  the  death  of  Pe- 
ter the  Great,  emperor  of  Ruffia,  the  Hatman  is  of- 
ten mentioned,  and  fome  of  them  made  a  great  figure  : 
but  of  Lite,  and  indeed  in  all  times  of  peace,  we  hear 
of  no  fuch  perfon.  But  it  is  right  to  enquire  after, 
:\nd  have  fome  tolerable  knowlege,  even  of  the  moll 
obfeure  nations,  that  when  thofe  accidents,  which, 
always  in  the  womb  of  time,  bring  them  upon  the 
vtao-e  ;  we  mav  not  be  amazed  at  their  names,  or  in 
doubt  about  their  force, 

It  was  the  praife  of  Ulyfies,  the  wifeft  man  in 
day   in  Greece,  that  he  had  feen  and  was  acquainted 
with   the  laws  and  cultoms,   the  manners  and  modes, 
of  different  places  and  people.     And  this  was  a  grei  l 
comirn  >rthy  [he  pen  and  pains  of  the  im- 

mortal Homer,  who  hasjuftl)  ited  the  labours 

and  travels  <-.'  that  excellent  man  :   but  it  is  the  feli- 
city of  modern   times,    that  every   man    may    be  an 
lofet  ;     may  fail  over  the  ocean  in  his 
r,  and  travel  all  the  world  over  in  his  ftudy^ 

Neither 
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Neither  is  this  a  flight  of  oratory,  a  lively  or  extra- 
vagant picture ;  but  a  plain,  certain,  and  undeniable 
truth  :  books  and  maps  will  do  the  work  effectually  ; 
a  ftnall  degree  of  application,  and  that  only  for  a 
few  months,  will  enable  us  to  acquire  more  real  and 
ufeful  knowlege  than  it  was  poffible  for  any  of  the 
ancients  to  become  mailer  of  in  the  courfe  of  his  life. 
Therefore  if  we  do  not  excel  them,  is  not  more 
their  glory  than  our  fault :  '  he  who  has  never  tra- 
'  veiled,'  fay  the  Turks ;  (he  who  has  never  read,  may 
we  fay)  c  thinks  all  the  world  like  his  father's  houfe.' 
We  are  now  to  look  abroad  into  more  civilized 
countries,  where  every  thing  has  a  fofter  air,  and 
where  the  inhabitants  are  learned  and  polite.  It  is 
true,  that  the  vifiting  fuch  countries  feems  to  be  moll 
expedient  for  modern  travellers,  who  are  fent  abroad 
to  acquire  a  genteel  manner,  and  a  correct  tafle  :  but 
for  fuch  as  travel  at  home,  the  knowlege  of  the  power, 
circumftances,  and  the  rifmg  and  falling  of  nations 
in  the  balance  of  found  policy,  feems  to  be  the  great, 
if  not  the  only  rational  end  of  fuch  inquiries. 


A     DESCRIPTION 

OF    T  H  E 

SEVEN    UNITED   PROVINCES 

OF    THE 

LOW      COUNTRIES, 

From  Mis  son's  Travels,  &c. 

fN  order  to  render  our  account  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries more  entertaining  and  deferiptive  than  is  to 
be  found  in  any  one  writer,  as  thefe  provinces  fur- 
nifo  many  articles  for  obfervation  j  to  what  Mr.  Mif- 

fon 
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fon  relates  from  his  travels  through  th  fhall 

occafionally  add  faoh  particulars  from  other  t: 
lers  as  may  appear  capable  of  illuftrating  the  fubjec~t. 
A  liberty,  which,  for  the  greater  information  and 
amulement  of  our  readers,  we  (hall  continue  to  take, 
wherever  it  may  contribute  to  either  of  thofe  pur- 
pofes.  Mr.  Miffon  appearing  to  give  the  belt  con- 
nected general  obfervations  on  thefe  provinces,  we 
fhall  adhere  principally  to  him,  taking  in  what  is  laid 
by  others  collaterally.  We  mall,  however,  firft  pre- 
mife,  that  what  is  comprehended  under  the  general 
name  of  the  Netherlands,  extends  along  the  German 
Ocean  400  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and  500  miles 
from  eaft  to  weft,  lying  between  500  and  54.0  north 
latitude,  and  between  2°  and  yQ  eaft  longitude  :  they 
are  divided  into  feventeen  provinces,  feven  of  which 
are  united  into  one  free  republic,  which  we  are  now 
to  travel  through .  the  others  are  diftinguifhed  into 
the  Aullrian  and  French  Netherlands.  The  Seven 
United  Provinces,  as  they  are  ftiled  by  way  of  emi- 
nence, are,  1.  Holland.  2.  Zealand.  3.  Friefland. 
4.  Groningen.  5.  OveryfTel.  6.  Guelderland  and 
Zutphen.  7.  Utrecht.  Of  thefe,  Holland  is  the  moft 
noted,  the  aflembly  of  the  ftates  meeting  there. 

Holland,  fays  Mr.  MiiTon,  being  a  flat  countrv, 
like  a  continued  meadow;  as  we  approached  the  more, 
the  pinnacles  of  the  fteeples  and  the  trees  appeared  as 
rifing  out  of  the  water.  The  whole  country  is  cut 
into  canals  and  ditches,  with  incredible  labour,  with- 
out which  the  ground  would  be  fo  (baked  with  wa- 
ter as  would  render  it  not  habitable  ;  whereas  now, 
by  the  indulhy  of  its  inhabitants  it  is  the  richclt  and 
bcft  peopled  in  the  world,  in  proportion  to  its  ex- 
tent:  fome  make  their  number  amount  to  two  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thoufand  fouls,  in  the  Qngle  pro- 
vince of  Holland. 

The  cities  of 'Holland  are  gen  and 

I,  their  inhabitants   fpari  •  pains  or  coft 

for 
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for  that  purpofe,  as  appears  by  their  conftantly  wash- 
ing them,  and  having  the  infides  of  their  houfes  cu- 
rioully  painted,-  and  their  windows  generally  of  glafs, 
as  clear  as  eryftal :  their  cleanlineis  extends  even  to 
their  fnopsand  ftables,  which  are  kept  neater  here,  than 
thebeft  apartments  arc  in  fome  countries.  Theiritreets 
arefo  clean,  that  you  fee  the  women  walk  almoft  con- 
ftantly  in  flippers  -,  and  the  canals  being  on  both  fides 
planted  with  trees,  afford  a  mod  delightful  iliady 
paffage  through  all  the  chief  Streets  of  the  cities,  and 
of  fome  of  the  towns  and  villages  alfo.  They  reckon 
.in  the  United  Provinces,  one  city,  (Amfterdam) 
of  the  firft  rank,  about  twenty  of  the  feeond,  .and 
upwards  of  thirty  of  the  third,  two  hundred  large 
towns,  eight  hundred  villages.  But  to  return  to  their 
canals. 

Thefe  are  very  convenient  for  travelling,  which  is 
generally  performed  in  large  boats,  covered  againft 
the  injuries  of  the  air,  and  drawn  by  horfes,  which 
go  off  and  bring  you  to  your  journey's  end  exactly  at 
certain  hours  ;  they  ierve  for  the  transportation  of 
commodities  from  one  place  to  another :  and  fome 
of  thefe  canals  afford  tolerable  ftore  of  feveral  kinds 
offifh. 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  advantages,  there  are 
many  things  wanting  in  Holland ;  their  Supplies  of 
wines,  nay,  even  of  corn,  and  mod  other  things  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  fuftenance  of,  life,  are  derived  from 
foreign  countries :  this  occafions  their  having  fuch 
a  prodigious  number  of  mips,  that  fome  have  com- 
puted them  equal  to  all  the  reft  t.iat  Europe  can 
produce.  But  as  on  one  fide  they  are  chiefly  obliged 
to  the  fea  for  their  riches,  fo  on  the  other  hand  it 
proves  the  occafion  of  almoft  irreparable  defolations  ; 
for  though  they  take  all  pofiible  precautions  to  main- 
tain their  dams  and  mills  for  the  emptying  of  the  wa- 
ter, yet  fometimes  the  impetuosity  of  this  element 
breaks  through  all  thefe  fences,  which  has  colt  at  fe- 
veral  times    the    lives  of  fome  millions   of  people. 

Vol.  IV.  O  Thus, 
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Thus,  April  17,  1429,  a  hundred  thoufand  people 
were  drowned  about  Dorr.  In  1446,  there  were  fif- 
teen parifhes  overflowed  in  the  village  of  Schevcling, 
121  houfes  were  carried  away,  and  the  church,  now 
clofe  by  the  Tea-fide,  flood  in  the  middle  of  the  place. 
[In  1530,  a  great  part  of  Zealand  was  overflowed. 
In  the  fame  century  feventy  two  villages  on  the  coalts 
of  Holland  and  Friezland  were  (wallowed  up,  and 
near  twenty  thoufand  people  perifhed  ;  and  in  1  665^ 
an  inundation  broke  down  the  dyke  of  Muydenburg, 
and  laid  the  whole  country  round  Naarden,  and 
many  places  in  the  province  of  Utrecht,  under  water. 
The  dyke  between  Amfterdam  and  Haerlem,  and 
many  others,  were  alfo  broke  :  but  the  calamity 
was  no  fooner  over,  than  the  inhabitants,  in  a  great 
meafure,    repaired  the  damage.] 

Another  inconveniency  is,  the  fudden  chanc;e  of 
weather  from  heat  to  cold,  a  thing  not  agreeable  to 
thofe  who  are  not  ufed  to  it.  Their  impofitions  are 
alfo  very  heavy,  which  confequently  occalions  a  dear- 
nefs  of  ail  forts  of  victuals  •,  but  their  plenty  of  trade 
feems  to  make  them  a  fufficient  amends  for  this  and 
every  other  inconveniency. 

We  were  not  a  little  furprifed  with  the  firfl  fight 
of  Rotterdam  ;  for  its  canals  being,  for  the  molt  part, 
fo  deep  and  broad,  that  they  are  capable  of  receiving 
vefiels  of  a  great  bulk  •,  this  affords  the  moil  agree- 
able profpeel  of  a  mixture  of  trees,  tops  of  lofty 
houfes,  and  mads,  which  at  a  diftance  appear  won- 
derfilly   beautiful. 

The  city  of.  Rotterdam  has  not  always  been  in  the 
fame  flourifhilig  condition,  which  makes  it  now  chal- 
lenge a  place  among  the  cities  of  the  fecond  rank  ; 
its  port  is  both  large  and  commodious,  the  city- 
rich,  populous,  pleafant,  and  extremely  flourifhing ; 
their  ftore-houfes  for  tiie  navy,  zh^  town-houlc,  and 
the  bank,  are  beautiful  ftructures ;  their  glals  houfe, 
(famous  through  all  the  feven  provinces  manufac- 
tures abundance  of  little  enamelled  bowls,  and  lvd\ 

like 
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like  baubles,  curioufly  done,  which  are  fold  for  pro- 
digious profit  to  the  favages  in  the  Indies. 

There  are  two  French  churches  here  :  the  flattie 
of  brafs  of  Erafmus  is  fixed  on  a  pedcftal  of  marble 
in  the  place  called  the  Great  Bridge,  furrounded  with 
iron  rails.  Erafmus  is  drefled  in  his  doctor's  robe, 
with  a  book  in  his  hand ;  and  near  it  you  fee  the  fol- 
lowing diftich,  wrote  over  the  door  of  a  little  houfe 
where  he  was  born,  October  27,  1467,  but  died  at 
Bafil,  June  12,   1536, 

Mdibus  hie  ortus,   mundum  decoravit  Erafmus 
Artibus  ingemiis^  reltgione,  Fide. 

There  has  been  due  care  expreffed  in  this  refpect,  for 
the  firft  ftatue  was  erected  [540,  of  wood;  after 
that  another  of  flone,  1657  ;  and  this  of  brafs,  1662. 
[Lady  Wortley  Montague  gives  the  following  en- 
tertaining character  of  Rotterdam  and  the  Hague. 
On  her  arrival  at  the  Briel,  me  fays,  '  I  was  charmed 
with  the  neatnefs  of  that  little  town ;  but  my  arri- 
val at  Rotterdam,  prefented  me  a  new  fcene  of  plea- 
lure.  All  the  ftreets  are  paved  with  broad  ftones, 
and  before  the  meaneft  artificers  doors  are  placed 
feats  of  various  coloured  marbles,  fo  neatly  kept, 
that  I  affure  you,  I  walked  almoft  over  the  town  yei- 
terday,  incognito,  in  my  flippers,  without  receiving 
one  fpot  of  dirt :  and  you  may  fee  the  Dutch  maids 
warning  the  pavement  of  the  ftreet,  with  more  ap- 
plication than  ours  do  our  bed-chambers.  The  town 
feems  fo  full  of  people,  with  fuch  bufy  faces,  all  in 
motion,  that  I  can  hardly  fancy  it  is  not  feme  cele- 
brated fair  •,  but  I  fee  it  is  every  day  the  fame.  'Tis 
certain  no  town  can  be  more  advantageouily  fituated 
for  commerce.  Here  are  feven  large  canals,  on  which 
the  merchants  fhips  come  up  to  the  very  doors  of 
their  houfes.  The  fhops  and  warehoufes  are  of  a 
furprifing  neatnefs  and  magnificence,  filled  with  an 
incredible  quantity  of  fine  merchandize,  and  fo  much 
O  2  cheaper 
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cheaper  than  what  we  fee  in  England,  that  I  have 
much  ado  to  perfuade  myfelf  I  am  itill  fo  near  it. 
neither  dirt  nor  beggary  to  be  fcen.  One 
is  not  fhocked  with  thole  loachfbme  cripples,  fo  com- 
mon in  London,  nor  teized  with  the  importunity  of 
idle  fellows  and  wenches,  that  chufe  to  be  nafty  and 
lazy.  The  common  ts  and  little  Hi  op  women 
here,  are  more  nicely  clean,  than  mod  of  our  ladies, 
and  the  great  variety  of  neat  dreiies  (every  woman 
iig  her  head  after  her  own  fafhion)  is  an  addi- 
tional pleafure  of  feeing  the  town. 

1  Sure  nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  than  travel- 
ling  in  Holland.  The  whole  country  appears  z  large 
garden  ;  the  roads  are  well  paved,  (haded  on  each 
fide  with  rows  of  trees,  and  bordered  with  large  ca- 
nals, full  of  boats,  palling  and  repairing.  Every 
twenty  paces  gives  you  the  profpecr.  of  fome  villa, 
and  every  four  hours  that  of  a  large  town,  lb  furpriz- 
ingly  neat,  I  am  lure  you  would  be  charmed  with 
them.     The  place  I  am  now  at,  (the  Hag  cer- 

tainly one  of  the  rineti  villages  in  the  world.  Here 
are  feveral  fquares  finely  built,  and,  what  I  think  a 
particular  beauty,  the  whole  let  with  thick  large  trees. 
The  Voor-hout  is,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Hyde-park 
and  Mall  of  the  people  of  quality  ;  for  they  take  the 
air  in  it  both  on  foot  and  in  coaches.  There  are 
fhops  for  wafers,  cool  liquors,  &x.  I  have  been  to 
fee  feveral  of  the  molt  celebrated  gardens,  but  I 
will  net  teize  you  with  their  defcriptions.'] 

We  iiade  a  little  journey  from  hence  to  a  fmall 
village  called  Leckerkeck,  about  three  leagues  from 
the  city,  upon  the  river  Leek,  where  the  lord  of  the 
manor  told  us,  that  the  falmon-fifhing  [the  fifth  part 
r^ot  belongs  to  him)  ttfed  formerly  to  produce 
:ty  thouland  Hvres  per  annum  for  his  (hare,  but 
of  late  years,  the  felmon  having  left  that  river,  the 
tifhing  (which  they  are  forced  to  continue  only  to 
in  lintain  their  right)  does  not  defray  the  charges. 

The 
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The  tower  of  the  great  church  here  is  very  remark- 
able. It.  leaned  formerly  on  the  nave  of  the  build- 
ing; that  is,  bent  toward  the  north-cad  three  feet 
and  a  half;  but  by  opening  the  foundation,  they 
have  found  means  to  fet  it  up  quite  ftraight,  as  ap- 
pears by  a  profe  infcription  in  Dutch  •,  which  alfo 
acquaints  us  the  ground  was  opened  September  the 
25th,  1651,  and  was  doled  again  April  the- 2>d, 
1655.  The  architect  who  performed  this  lingular 
piece  of  work  was  one  Nicholas  Jeremy  Perfoons. 
Dion  Caffius,  upder  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  mentions 
fomething  of  the  fame  fort  done,  and  that  the  artift 
was  but  ill  rewarded. 

The  ordinary  parTage-boat  carried  us  in  two  hours 
to  Delft,  a  city  that  holds  the  third  rank  in  the  af- 
fembly  of  the  ftates  of  Holland.  One  of  the  chief 
curiofities  they  mew  you  in  this  city  is  the  tomb  of 
William  prince  of  Orange,  afiaflinated  here  by  Bal- 
thafar  Gerard,  1584.  The  arfenal,  the  town-houfe, 
the  ftadtholder's  palace,  the  grand-place,  and  the 
great  hofpital,  with  its  gardens,  are  well  worth  the 
light  of  a  traveller.  The  canal  betwixt  this  city  and 
the  Hague  is  not  above  a  league  in  length,  in  fight 
of  Refwyck  and  Voyerburgh,  two  pleafant  villages, 
and  adorned  on  both  fides  with  moft  delightful  fum- 
mer  villas,  fine  walks,  and  noble  gardens. 

The  Hague,  being  without  gates  or  walls,  is  rec- 
koned among  the  villages ;  notwithstanding  which, 
as  it  enjoys  the  privilege  of  a  city,  fo  its  grandeur 
and  beauty  feems  to  deferve  that  name  ;  being  befide 
this  the  refidence  of  the  princes  of  Orange  when  itad- 
tholders,  of  all  the  foreign  minifters,  and  the  place  of 
affembly  of  the  States  General :  befide  that,  the  great 
concourfe  of  foreigners  of  all  forts,  renders  the  people 
more  obliging  and  fociable  than  in  any  other  place 
of  Holland.  Add  to  this,  that  the  air  is  very  good, 
the  wood  near  the  town  extremely  delightful,  and  the 
walk  from  thence  to  the  village  of  Scheveling,  near 
the  fea-fide,  very  diverting.     Here  they  mew  a  cha.-. 

O  3  riot 
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riot  furn;fhed  both  with  wheels  and  fails,  which  is 
carried  along  by  the  wind  upon  the  lea-fhore,  very 
pleafant  to  walk  on,  it  being  both  hard  and  level. 

Its  fituation  is  certainly  the  mod  plea  ant  of  any 
place  in  Holland,  having  the  before-mentio. 
to  the  north,  very  fertile  mea  '.ows  to  the  (birth,  { 
arable  lands  to  the  eaH,  and  the  fea  to  the  weft. 

The  princes  of  Orarge  keep  their  refidence  in  'he 
palace  of  the  antient  earls  of  Holland  j  but  that  called 
the   Old  Court,  where  they  formerly  lodged,  i 
much  the  more  regular  flruClure ;  the  houkso'  i 
fure  about  the  Hague  are  generally  very  beautiful. 

We  took,  among  other  things,  a  view  of  the  church 
of  the  village  of  Lofdun,  lo  famous  for  the  two  ba- 
fons  of  bra!s  preferved  there,  in  memory  of  the  three 
hundred  fixty-five  children  of  the  countrfs  of  Henne- 
bergh,  daughter  to  Horent  IV.  earl  of  Holland, 
that  were  baptized  in  them.  The  (lory  goes,  that 
the  laid  countefs  having  reproached  a  beggar-woman 
with  having  too  many  children,  the  poor  wretch,  by 
way  of  imprecation,  wifhed  her  as  many  children  as 
there  were  days  in  the  year  ;  which  being  fulfilled, 
they  were  all  chrillened,  (the  boys  by  the  name  of 
John,  the  girls  El  zaberh)  and  buried  in  the  church 
of  Lofdun.  The  whole  hiftory  is  painted  at  large 
in  the  faid  church,  on  both  ends  oi  which  picture  the 
two  bafons  are  fixed.  The  truth  of  it  is  attefted  by 
Erafmus,   Vives,  Guicciardmi,  and  others. 

From  the  Hague  we  went  forward  to  Levden,  a 
place  not  fo  much  frequented  by  courtiers  and  offi- 
ceis,  nor  lo  much  difturbed  with  bufinefs  arid  traffic 
as  the  .  lague  and  K<  turd/.m-,  but  exLeeeing  ch.:rm- 
inj.<  by  its  intrinfic  beauty  and  q.  iet,  lo  that  you  feem 
to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  count! y  life  in  the  mid  ft  of 
a  great  ci  y  :  its  chief  trade  confiils  in  the  weollen 
manufactory*,  which,  together  with  the  univerfiry, 
irak  s  it  one  of  the  moft  confideral  le  cities  in  Hol- 
land.    There  are  commonly  about  i;co  Undents. 

In  the  Anatomy-hall  they  fnew  you  a   great  many 
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fkeletons  both  of  men  and  beafts ;  abundance  of 
plants,  fruits,  animals,  arms,  habits,  pictures,  mum- 
mies, urns,  images,  &c.  and  among  the  reft,  the 
picture  of  a  PruiTian  peafant,  who  having  fwallowed 
a  large  knife,  the  fame  (as  they  tell  you)  was  cut  out 
again  of  his  ftomach,  and  he  lived  eight  years  after. 

In  the  gallery  of  the  phyfic-garden,  and  the  ad- 
joining cabinet,  called  the  Indian  Cabinet,  we  faw  di- 
vers natural  curiofities ;  among  the  reft  a  winged  cat 
and  ape  •,  the  hand  of  a  mermaid  ;  a  vegetable  Pria- 
pus,  a  moif.  curious  plants  a  monfter  produced  from 
a  hen's  egg  ;  a  piece  of  money  of  paper,  made  during 
the  liege  of  Leyden  by  the  Spaniards  in  1574,  with 
this  infcription  on  one  fide,  Hac  libertatis  ergo ;  on 
the  other,  Pugno  pro  P atria :  an  Eaft  India  ferpent, 
on  whofe  fkin  are  to  be  feen,  as  fome  fancy,  feveral 
natural  figures  refembiing  Arabic  characters ;  befide 
a  great  number  of  animals,  infects,  and  other  things, 
prefervcd  in  vials  filled  with  fpirit  of  wine. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Leyden,  I  mull  not  for- 
get to  give  you  an  account  of  the  Rhine,  which  is 
loft  near  its  mouth,  where  mod  other  rivers  are  at 
the  largeft :  for  the  Rhine  dividing  itfelf  into  two 
branches  near  Schenkerfchontz,  one  of  them  takes 
the  name  of  Wakle,  the  other  a  little  above  Arnheim, 
that  of  Yfiel ;  and  continuing  its  courfe  about  feven 
or  eight  leagues  below  that  city,  as  far  as  Duarftadt, 
is  there  again  fiibdivided  into  two  other  fmall  chan^ 
eels,  the  chief  whereof  takes  the  name  of  the  Leek. 
The  other  rivulet,  which  turns  more  to  the  right, 
retains  the  name  of  the  Rhine ;  till  coming  to  Utrecht, 
it  emits  another  branch,  which  taking  its  courfe  to 
the  north,  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Vecht ;  and 
the  other  continuing  its  courfe,  by  the  name  of  the 
Rhine,  to  Worden,  it  at  laft  lofes  itfelf  by  two  or 
three  canals  at  Leyden.  The  caufe  of  this  odd  fate 
of  the  Rhine  is  attributed  to  an  earthquake,  which 
throwing  part  of  the  Downs  into  the  mouth  of  this 
river,  fhut  it  ever  fince ;  the  waters  were  driven 
O  4  back, 
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back,  an  1  confequently  enlarged  and  deepned  the 
channel  of  the  Leek  as  we  fee  it  now. 

They   fhew  you   here  the  ihopboard  belonging  to 
that  noced  taylor  called  John   or  Leyden,    (where  he 
was  born;  the  chief  of  the  Anabaptifts.      I 
name  was  John  Bucold. 

From  hence  to  n  Is  five  hours  travelling  by 

the  pafiage  boat,  the   canal  being  lined  by   a 
number  of  coUn try-feats  and  fummer-houies. 

Haerlem  is  a  large  and  pleafant  city,  and,  for  its 
agreeable  fituation,  may  challenge  the  preference  be- 
fore Leyden,  moil  of  its  canals  being  mixed  with  the 
little  river  Sparm.  This  city  is  chiefly  famous  for 
the  linen  manufactory  and  that  of  tape,  though  of 
late  years  the"  v  made  alfo  great  quantities  of  filk 
fluffs.     The  gr<  at  church  (tl  i  all  the  kven 

provinces)  and  the  town-houfe,  are  ft.ucly  ftruclu 
and  the  wood  without  the  city  is  a  great  addition  to 
its  pleafant  fituation  ;  for  which  it  is  defervedlj 
mired. 

Lawrence  Cofter,  who  challenges   the  firft  in 
tion  of  printing,  was  a  native  of  this  city  ;  though 
John  Guttenbtrgh  of  Strafburgh,  and  Conrade 
Arnold,  two  brothers  ( f  hallenge  ti  at  ho- 

nour before  him.     Ho  v.  ;  of  Haerlem,  in 

re/peel:  to  their  townfman,  keep  in  their  town-houfe 
the  firft  book  that  ever  was  printed,  in  a  Giver  cafe 
wrapt  in   filk,  the  kt  is  commits 

the  care  of  fevernl  of  the  m;  and  the  ftatue 

of  Lawrence  Coder  is  to  be  \ 
This  inferiptjon  is  to 

the  door  or  the  houle  where  the  faid  .  :e  Coller 

iived. 

M  F.  M  O  II  I  j£     $  A  C  R  U  M, 
rraphia 

i 440. 

Meyer  that  in   1403,  a  n 

r.Jl   aihore    I  mpeft   near  was 
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brought  to  feed  upon  bread  and  milk,  taught  to  fpin, 
and  lived  for  many  years.  John  Gerard  of  Leyden 
adds,  that  fhe  would  frequently  pull  off  her  cloaths, 
and  run  toward  the  water,  and  that  her  fpeech  was 
fo  confufed  a  noife  as  not  to  be  underftood  by  any 
body :  fhe  was  buried  in  the  church-yard,  becaufe 
fhe  had  learnt  to  make  the  fign  of  the  crofs.  He 
fpeaks  this  upon  the  credit  of  feveral  perfons  who  had 
feen  her. 

As  it  would  require  a  long  continuance  in  the  city 
of  Amfterdam  to  learn  every  thing  that  belongs  to 
it,  and  a  large  volume  to  defcribe  it  all,  I  will  con- 
tent myfelf  with  giving  rather  a  fketch  than  a  de- 
Icription  of  a  place,  which  is.  beyond  all  difpute, 
one  of  the  moft  beautiful  and  considerable  cities  in 
the  world  :  however,  for  its  extent,  it  is  in  no  wife 
to  be  compared  to  London,  there  being,  according 
to  a  good  calculation,  in  London  about  feven  hun- 
dred thoufand  fouls,  but  in  Amfterdam  not  above 
two  hundred  thoufand.  But  for  riches  and  trade  it 
may  vie  with  any  city  in  the  world;  wttnefs  their  Eaft 
India  company,  which  was  founded  in  1594,  and  has 
waged  wars  again  ft  very  potent  princes,  without  any 
confiderable  interruption  in  their  trade. 

This  city  is  built  upon  piles  fixed  in  the  marines 
on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  river  Ye  or  Tye,  which  is  a 
branch  of  the  Zuyder-Zee.  Its  fortifications  are 
very  confiderable,  coniifting  of  many  baftions  faced 
with  brick,  (unrounded  with  a  ditch  eighty  paces 
broad,  filled  with  running  water,  which,  together 
with  the  fluices,  whereby  they  can  lay  all  the  adja- 
cent country  under  water,  render  it  almoft  impreg- 
nable :  befide  the  ordinary  garrifon,  the  militia  or 
trained  bands  of  the  city  confift  of  fixty  companies 
of  a  hundred  men  each,  commanded  by  citizens. 

Mr.  Hanway's  account  of  this  city  is  as  follows. 
'  The  wonderful  city  of  Amfterdam,  as  well  as  many 
other  towns  of  the  Netherlands,  is  a  work  of  art  and 
labour,  not  inferior  to  the  greateft  monuments  of 

human 
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human  induftry  in  pair,  ages.  It  is  fituated  about 
two  hundred  and  twenty  Englifh  miles  from  London, 
and  derives  its  name  from  the  river  Amftcl  •,  it  being 
formerly  called  Amfteldam,  or  the  dam  of  the  Am- 
ftel,  which  is  the  name  generally  given  to  it  in  au- 
thentic records.  Our  auchor  obferves,  that  it  was 
then  reckoned  about  fo'ir  hundred  years  from  its  firft 
beginning,  and  two  hundred  and  feventy  from  its  be- 
ing inclof.d  with  walls.  In  1570  the  Dutch  b'-gan 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  their  wealth  and  naval 
flirength  About  twenty  years  before  that  time,  they 
embraced  the  doctrines  of  Calvin  and  being  pro- 
voked by  the  opprefuve  meafures  of  Romifh  bigotry, 
they  fhook  oft'  the  Spanifb  yoke.  The  Spai  : 
exerted  themfelves  upon  this  occafion,  from  religi- 
ous as  weil  as  political  motives ;  but  they  were  un- 
able to  render  that  confederacy  abortive,  which  at 
length  united  the  Seven  Provinces,  and  formed  a 
powerful  republic. 

About  the  year  1600,  the  love  of  liberty  and  gain 
caufed  luch  a  conflux  of  people  thither,  that  the  walls 
were  extended  •,  and  lince  that  time  they  have  been 
farther  enlarged,  lb  that  they  are  now  about  three 
leagues  in  circumference.  The  city  is  generally 
efteemed  near  one  third  as  populous  as  London  or 
Paris.  Within  the  walls  are  reckoned  26,500  houfes, 
and  about  240,000  inhabitants,  belide  thofe  in  the 
fuburbs,  which  are  fmall.  The  greateft  ftrength  of 
the  place  is  in  the  difficulty  of  accefs  both  by  lea  and 
land-,  but  the  numerous  ihoals  that  render  the  en- 
trance of  the  Texel  difficult,  i  ave  r.ot  obilrucied  the 
progrefs  of  commerce.  One  remarkable  proof  of 
ceconomv  is  obvious  in  the  fortifications  of  the  city  •, 
for  the  baltions,  which  are  very  numerous,  have  each 
a  windnu'l. 

Moll  of  the  ftreets  are  extremejy  clem  ;  but  except 
thofe  that  have  canals,  they  are  much  too  narrow. 
However,  they  are  rendered  lefs  incommodious  by 
the  hired  coaches  being  let  on   (ledges  drawn  by  one 

hoi  le. 
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horfe.  Merchandize  is  alfo  drawn  on  fledges,  which 
are  not  only  the  mod  convenient  vehicles  for  the  in- 
habitants and  their  trade,  but  are  calculated  to  pre- 
ferve  the  houfes,  which  being  built  on  piles,  mio-ht 
in  time  be  damaged  in  their  foundations,  by  having 
a  great  number  of  wheel-carriages.  Gentlemen's 
coaches  are  however,  for  the  moft  part  fet  on  wheels, 
but  for  this  liberty  they  pay  a  confiderable  tax.  The 
principal  ftreets,  or  rather  quays  of  the  canals,  are 
agreeably  planted  on  each  fide  with  trees ;  but  the 
canals  fometimes  fmeli  very  orTeniively.  The  houfes 
are  rather  neat  than  elegant  or  commodious :  the 
nature  of  the  climate  renders  it  necefiary  to  wafh 
them  often  -,  but  the  greater!:  part  of  the  people  carry 
this  kind  of  cleanlinefs  fo  far  as  hardly  to  afford  them- 
felves  time  for  the  necefiary  care  of  their  perfons. 
The  entrance  of  the  houfes  is  generally  by  fleps,  which 
rife  four  or  five  feet  from  the  ground,  and  the  paffage 
into  the  rooms,  which  runs  very  deep,  is  floored  and 
pannelled  with  marble,  which  has  an  air  of  grandeur 
in  miniature.  They  have  much  neat,  and  fome  rich 
furniture,  which  feems  rather  occasioned  by  an  antient 
cuftom  of  neatnefs  and  elegance,  than  the  effect  of  a 
luxurious  and  expenfive  tafte. 

Of  all  the  buildings  in  Arnfterdam,  the  town-houfe 
is  the  moft  diftinguifhed.  It  is  two  hundred  and 
eighty-two  feet  in  front,  two  hundred  and  thirty-two 
deep,  an  hundred  and  fixteen  high,  exclufive  of  the 
cupola.  It  coft  three  millions  of  guilders,  or  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  when  money 
was  more  valuable  than  it  is  now-,  which  will  be  lefs 
furprifing,  if  we  confider  that  it  is  founded  upon  thir- 
teen thoufand  large  piles.  This  is  a  very  grand  and 
ufeful  building,  and  yet  is  neither  elegant  nor  agree- 
able. It  contains  the  offices  and  tribunals  for  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  in  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
military,  as  well  as  civil  government.  It  is  very  ob- 
fervable  that  the  entrance  of  this  building  is  very 
mean ;  but  had  the  doors  been  proportioned  to  the 

edifice, 
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edifice,  they  would  have  been  more  fubjecT:  to  be 
forced  upon  occafion  of  thofe  tu  3  aflemblies 

of  the  people,  that  are  not  unfn  in  this  coun- 

tiy.  The  itadthoufe  is  guarded  in  the  night  by  a 
body  of  the  burghers,  who  are  thus  charged  with  the 
care  of  the  great  refervoir  of  the  wealth  of  the  United 
Provinces.  In  the  lower  apartments  is  the  bank,  in 
which  is  laid  to  be  depofned  immenfe  fums.'] 

[Ur.  Brown  tells  us,  that c  their  Rafp-huys,  or  houfe 
of  correction  is  alfo  worth  obfervation  •,  having  at  its 
entrance  two  lions  bridled,  with  this  infeription  : 

Virtuiis  eft  domare  qv.<e  cunfii  p  avert. 

c  A  proper  emblem  for  the  purpofe  it  was  intended, 
viz.  to  bridle  the  iniolencics  of  fuch  as  are  riotous  in 
the  ftreets,  or  commit  diforders ;  and  the  extrava- 
gancies of  the  fons  of  citizens,  who  are  pail  the  go- 
vernment of  their  matters  and  parents.  They  are 
employed  in  gaining  their  bread  by  rafping  Bralil- 
wood  •,  and  if  they  refufe  to  perform  their  talk,  and 
become  incorrigible  by  blows,  they  (as  we  were  told) 
put  them  in  a  large  ciflern,  with  a  pump  by  them, 
and  lb  letting  in  the  water  upon  them,  force  them  to 
work  for  their  life. 

'  Their  Spin-huys  is  intended  for  the  correction  of 
young  women,  fuch  as  live  loolely,  or  are  taken  in 
the  ftreets,  and  other  fufpicious  places  :  lbmetimes 
the  citizens  fend  their  daughters  hither  for  chal 
ment,  and  thefe  have  chambers  allotted  them  j  I  faw 
above  an  hundred  women  in  one  Lai  >m,  Pome 

of  which  were  very  well  dreffed.  In  the  hofpital  for 
children  are  fix  hundred  orphans,  well  educated  and 
looked  after.  The  Dol-huys  is  Like  our  Bedlam,  in- 
tended for  delirious  perfons  •,  the  Gaft-huys,  an 
pital  for  the  fick  5  as  the  Mannen-houfe  is  an  hofpital 
for  old  men.  They  have  bolide  this,  a  laudable  cuf- 
tom  throughout  all  Holland;  which  is,  that  upon 
the  appointment  of  any  meeting  at  a  tavern,  or  any 

other 
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other  occafion,  certain  forfeitures  are  put  into  a  box, 
kept  in  all  public  houfes,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor ; 
which  is  the  reaion  that  fcarce  ever  any  beggars  are 
feen  in  the  ftreets.'] 

The  Roman  Catholics  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience, 
as   in  other  parts  of  the  Seven  Provinces,  though 
their  number  is  not  fo  confiderable  as  fome  have  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  us  ;  for  I  have  been  informed 
by  perfons  of  knowlege  and  credit,  that  the  Roman 
Catholics,   and  all   other  fe&aries   together,  do  not 
make  a  fourth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Amfterdam. 
In  this  city  remains  ftill  a  convent  of  certain  nuns 
called  Beguines,  an  order  erected  A.  D.   1207,  com- 
pofed  of  maidens  and  widows,  who  have  no  children, 
and  who  need  no  other  qualifications  to  be  admitted 
into  this  fociety,  than  a  teflimonial  of  their  good  be- 
haviour,   and   competency  to  live  upon,  either  by 
themfelves,  or  in  conjunction  with  one  or  more  of 
the  fillers,  as  they  find  it  moft  fuitable  to  their  pur- 
pofe.     Their  convent  (which  contains  about  a  hun- 
dred and  thirty  fillers)  is  built  like  a  little  city,  with 
a  wall  and  ditch  about  it,  within  which  Hands  a  church, 
where  they  are  obliged  to  perform  their  devotions  at 
certain  hours.     They  wear  an  odd  looking  black  ha- 
bit, receive  and  pay  vifits,  and  quit  the  convent  when 
they  pleafe. 

The  mufic- houfes  of  Amfterdam,  fo  much  talked 
of, -are  public-houfes  or  taverns,  where  young  fel- 
lows come  under  pretence  of  dancing,  but  in  effect 
to  pick  up  lewd  women,  who  refort  thither  in  great 
numbers,  and  carry  them  to  other  convenient  lodg- 
ings ;  thefe  being  intended  only  for  their  meeting- 
places.  They  are  generally  vilited  by  ftrangers,  out 
of  curiofity ;  and  you  muft  either  drink  what  they, 
offer,  or  pay  as  if  you  did. 

The  exchange  of  Amfterdam  is  two  hundred  feet 
long,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty  broad :  the  galled 
ries  above  are  fupported  by  forty-fix  pillars,  but  are 

not 
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not  fo  fpacious  •,  nor  are  the  fhops  fo  many  as  thofe 
over  the  London  Exchange. 

The  academy,  (tiled  the  Illuftrious  School,  is  alio 
an  elegant  ftru£ture,  divided  into  feveral  ichools  for 
divinity,  philofophv,    hiftory,  law,  and  phytic. 

There  are  five  high  towers  in  this  city,  which  have 
each  a  great  clock,  and  are  placed  at  filch  a  conve- 
nient diltance,  as  that  the  hours  of  the  day  are  fhown 
all  over  the  town. 

[The  eitablifhed  religion  (fays  Mr.  Hanway)  is 
that  of  Calvinifm,  for  which  there  are  eleven  churches 
for  the  Dutch,  one  for  the  Englifh,  two  for  the  Ger- 
mans, and  two  for  the  French ;  but  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics are  faid  to  have  near  thirty  places  of  worlhip. 
Befide  thefe  there  are  Lutherans  and  Baptifts  :  the 
Jews  are  alio  numerous,  and  have  th-ir  fynagogues  as 
in  London  ;  but  none  of  thefe  religions,  except  the 
Calviniils,  are  allowed  the  ufe  of  bells  :  and  the  ftates 
invalidate  all  marriages  not  performed  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  eftabliihed  church,  unlets  the  parties 
firft  engage  themfelves  in  form  before  the  civil  ma- 
gistrate :  and  then  they  may  perform  the  ceremony 
according  to  their  refpective  religions.] 

We  palled  feven  hours  upon  the  canal  betwixt 
Amfterdam  and  Utrecht  very  pleaiantly;  Leaving  on 
the  right-hand  the  old  caftle  of  Abeow,  and  the  vil- 
lage of  the  fame  name,  the  boundary  of  rhe  province 
of  Holland  on  that  fide,  about  three  leagues  from 
Amfterdam.  We  no  fooner  came  to  Utrecht,  but 
we  found  it  to  fall  much  more  of  that  extreme  neat- 
nefs  we  oblervcd  in  the  province  or  Holland.  This 
city  is  famous  for  its  antiquity,  its  univeriity,  and 
the  union  made  here  in  1570,  which  was  the  foun- 
dation of  the  whole  Dutch  republic.  The  fteeple 
of  the  cathedral  is  very  high,  and  th«  church  con- 
tains many  relics  highly  valued  by  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics. 

The  Mall  and  the  walks  about  it,  without  the  gates 
of  the  city,  arc  infinitely  pleaiant,   being  uj  on  that 

lcore 
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fcore  fpared  by  the  French  king's  exprefs  command, 
when  his  troops  ravaged  all  the  country  round  about. 
A  certain  gentleman  of  Utrecht  told  me,  that  there 
were  no  leis  than  forty-eight  towns  within  the  reach 
of  a  day's  journey  from  this  city,  and  among  them 
thirty-three  to  which  you  may  go  and  come  back  the 
fame  day.  The  country  about  Utrecht  has  a  far  dif- 
ferent face  from  what  you  fee  in  Holland,  their  fields 
being,  for  the  mod  part,  ploughed  lands  inclofed 
with  ftrong  hedges. 

Two  hours  from  Utrecht  we  pafTed  in  fight  of  Zeifl, 
and  of  the  caftle  on  the  right-hand  :  it  is  a  very 
handfome  flruclure,  inclofed  with  a  ditch  full  of  run- 
ning water,  adorned  with  labyrinths,  gardens,  ftatues, 
fountains,  and  other  ornaments,  being  built  not  many 
years  ago,  by  one  of  the  richer!  lords  of  this  coun- 
try. The  fields  betwixt  Rhenen  and  Arnheim  are 
for  the  mod  part  planted  with  tobacco,  propped  by 
Hakes ;  and  at  Reincom,  a  village  three  hours  on  this 
fide  of  Rhenen,  you  fee  a  {tone,  which  is  the  boun- 
dary betwixt  the  lordlhip  of  Utrecht  and  the  pro^ 
vince  of  Gueiders. 

Arnheim  has  nothing  remarkable  but  its  fortifi- 
cations. Two  hours  and  a  half  beyond  it  we  pafTed 
the  Yffel,  divided  into  three  branches  near  each  other; 
and  afterward  continuing  our  journey  through  Doef- 
burgh,  (a  little  city  on  that  river,  in  the  province  of 
Zutphen)  we  dined  in  a  poor  village,  if  milk  with 
bifcuit  may  be  called  a  dinner  :  but  the  word  is, 
that  our  fare  was  no  better  at  night,  when  we  lodged 
at  YfTelburgh,  a  frnall  difmantled  town  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  Cleves. 

[To  thefe  particulars  concerning  the  country,  our 
readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  lee  forne-  remarks  re- 
lating to  the  inhabitants,  from  our  ingenious  country- 
man Mr.  Ray  ;  which  are  contained  in  the  enfuing  ex- 
tract :  with  fome  additional  obfcrvawons  which  himfelf 
introduces. 

a  As 
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4  As  to  what  relates  to  the  common  people  of  I 
land,  it  mult  be  confefied  they  are  iurly  and  ill-bred, 
which  is  the   reafon  that  no  itrangers  that  know  the 
country  will  deal  with  inn- keepers,  waggoner.^,   boat- 
men, porters,  and  fuch-like,  without  bargaining  be- 
forehand.    The  men  are  generally  very  large  boned 
and   bulky,    and   thefe,  as  well  as  the  women,  are 
conftantly  earing  as  they  travel.     At  their  common 
entertainments,  a  fallad  leads  the  van,  a  kind  of  itev.ed 
meat  is  the  main  part  of  the  dinner,  and  it  concludes 
with  fome  boiled  and  buttered  herbs.     The  chief  food 
of  the  ordinary  people  is  cod-fifh  and  pickled  herring, 
which   they   cure   better  than  the   Knglifh.     In  the 
public    houfes  you   commonly   meet  with   fmoaked 
beef,  but  in  thin  flices,  good  bread  and  butter,  and 
four  or   five  forts    of  cheefc.      Their  ftrong  drink 
(they  call  it  Dick-beer,  and  very  properly,  for  it  is 
feldom  clear)  is  fold  for  three-pence  a  quart  •,    the 
dearnefs  of  which  arifes  partly  from  the  heavy  excife 
laid  upon  this,  as  well  as  all  other  provifions  :  partly 
from  the  plenty  of  money  in  thole  provinces,  which 
makes  land  fold  here  at   between  thirty   and  forty 
years  purchafe.     Molt  of  their  beds  are  made  clofe 
like  cabins,  narrow  and  fhort,  and  yet  ycu   pa 
excefiive  rate  for  them  in  the  inns.     Their  houfes  are 
kept  exceeding  neat,  even  to  the  outfide  of  pots  and 
pot-hooks -,  nay,  the  very   tiles  of  the  pent- houfes  : 
yet    has  it   been  obfervable,    that  in  dreffing  their 
meats,  they  are  not  fo  clean  and  curious  as  the  Kng- 
liih.     They  ufe   organs  in    moil  of  their  chur< 
collect  money  for  the  poor  in  fermon  time,  with  a 
purfe  fattened  to  a  ftick,  and   a  bell   hanging   to   it. 
'j  he  pialms  to  be  funj  n\  .      ,  hung 

upon  the  walls  of  the  church  for  that  purpofe.     They 
feldom  travel   on  horfeback,   but  ally   in   wag- 

>vered,  others  not,  but  moftly  by  water  \, 
and  this  on  Si  as  well  as  01 

aie  feldom  feen  in  Holland,  notwithftanding  the  vafl 
multitudeof  people;  this  province  containinj   no  lefs 

th; 
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than  twenty-four  walled  towns  and  cities,  fix  of  which 
(befide  Amfterdam)  are  bigger  than  any  in  England, 
except  London.  And  upon  this  occafion,  fome  ob- 
fervations  made  by  Francis  Barn-ham,  efq*,  who  was 
in  Holland  with  my  lord  anibaflador  Hollis,  have 
been  efteemed  fenfible  and  curious. 

"_ There  is,  fays  he,  a  continual  watch  kept  on  the  c***^-*-* 
fteeples  in  all  the  cities  of  the  United  Provinces  :  the 
differences  arifing  among  boatfnen  and  wage-oners, 
who  lhall  go  firft,  are  decided  by  cafcing  a  die.  They 
gather  the  rain-water  by  pipes  from  the  hou'fes,  and 
preferve  it  in  cifterns,  as  they  do  in  Venice.  The 
Dutch  (land  much  in  awe  of  their  fuperiors,  becaufe 
juitice  is  done  there  without  delay.  They  are  frrangely 
addicted  to  novelties,  unci  mightily  taken  with  any 
thing  that  is  gay.  They  are  extremely  greedy  of  pro- 
fit, yet  v^ry  juil  in  their  bargains.  The  knowlege 
how  to- get  money  is  what' they  efteem  above  all  other 
things,  and  fcarce  ever  apply  themfelves  to  any  thing 
befide  that  and  politics,  in  which  they  are  generally 
well  verfed  ;  the  meaner!  of  them  being  qualified  by 
his  birth-right  to  become  a  burgomailer.  They  fight 
bravely  at  lea,  though  naturally  they  are  of  a  phleg- 
matic temper,  and  confequently  not  fit  for  brave  ex- 
ploits by  land.  They  allow  of  liberty  in  religion, 
but  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  it  to  fecure  the  pub- 
lic peace  -,  which  is  the  reafon  that  it  is  more  difficult 
to  hatch  a  plot  here  than  in  any  other  parts  :  though 
at  the  fame  time  the  people  fay  and  print  aim  oft  what 
they  pleafe,  the  fame  being  included  within  the  gene- 
ral notion  of  liberty.  Mod  of  them  have  little  fenfe 
of  honour  or  generality,  being  guided  merely  by  the 
profpect  of  advantage  or  intereft.  They  don't  pro- 
fecute  murder  with  fo  much  violence  as  theft.  The 
Dutch  are  always  careful  to  folemnize  any  great  ac- 
tion done  by  them,  with  all  the  public  marks  of  ho- 
nour and  rejoicings,  to  imprint  into  the  common 
people  an  idea  of  the  ability  and  wifdom  of  their  go- 
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vernors ;  which  is  the  reafon  they  frequently  erecl 
monuments  to  thole  who  have  deferred   well  of  the 
commonwealth.     The  ordinary  fort  of  women  (if  not 
all)  feem  to  be  more  pleafed  with  oblcene  ciifcourfo 
than  the  Englilh  or  French  ;  they  have  alio  the  repu- 
tation of  making  not  fo  fevere  an  account  of  chaltity 
before  marriage,  but  of  being  very  faithful  to  their 
hufbands.     Fven  the  better  fort  of  women  are~not 
backward  of  admitting  men,  though  of  very  little  ac- 
quaintance, to  a  falute;    and  killing  paifes  current 
here,  not  only  at  parting  and  returns,   but  alio  in 
frolics  and  familiar  converfation.     Moll  women    are 
let  into  all  the  actions  of  their  hufbands,  who  feldom 
undertake  any  thing  without  their  knowlege  and  ap- 
probation.    They  have  abundance  of  chiming  in  their 
cities  •,    and  vaft  multitudes    of  ftorks    build   their 
nefts  upon  the  tops  of  the  chimnies."]     Thefe  re- 
marks have   the  repute  of  being  very  jutt,  though 
wrote  fome  years  fince  :    correfponding  greatly   with 
the  reports  of  all  who  have  been  in   the  Low  Coun- 
tries.    And  though  fome  allowances  mult  be  made 
for  thofe  alterations  in  cuftoms,  which  all  nations, 
and  efpecially  commercial  ones,  are  fubject  to ;  yet 
fome  national  characteristics  ftill  ditlinguilTi  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  fame  places  at  all  periods  of  time  :  and 
if  the  manners  of  the  Dutch  have  undergone  any  al- 
terations, it  is  chiefly  in  departing  from  their  antient 
frugality,  and  adopting  fome  of  the  luxuries  of  then 
neighbours. 
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TRAVELS 

THROUGH 

GERMANY,  HUNGARY,  BOHEMIA* 

SWITZERLAND,  ITALY,  and 

LQRRAIN. 

By  JoHfr  George  Keysler,  F.  R.  S. 

R.  Keyfler  was  born  at  Thurnau,  a  town  be- 
longing to  the  count  of  Geich,  in  the  year 
i68g.  His  father,  who  was  one  of  the  count's  coun- 
cil, performed  the  part  of  a  confcientious  parent  in 
the  care  of  his  education ;  and  the  fincere  piety  he  im- 
bibed from  his  mother,  during  his  childhood,  was 
deeply  implanted  in  his  mind  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life.  He  was  fo  well  grounded  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Proteftant  religion^  that  he  was  never 
carried  away  with  the  torrent  of  corruption,  nor  tainted 
by  the  prevalence  of  cuftom  in  a  degenerate  age.  His 
inclination  for  learning  being  very  early  conipicuous, 
was  cherifhed  and  increafed  by  the  careful  inftructions 
of  the  moil  able  mailers.  He  ftudied  at  the  uriiver- 
fity  at  Hall,  a  place  famous  from  its  firft  foundation 
for  perfons  of  the  greateft  eminence  in  literature : 
and  he  had  fcarcely  left  the  univerfity  before  he  was 
appointed  fub-preceptor  to  Charles  Maximilian  and 
Chriftian  Charles,  counts  of  Giech-Buchau  ;  with 
whom,  in  the  year  171 3,  he  returned  to  Hall;  and 
afterward  attended  them  in  their  travels.  The  firft 
place  they  vifited  was  Utrecht,  where  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  learned  Hadrian  Relandj  who,  per* 
ceiving  in  him  an  uncommon  capacity,  contracted 
with  him  an  intimate  friendfhip.  And  to  the  perfua- 
lions  of  this  great  man  it  was  owing,  that  Mr.  Keyf- 
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ler   refolved    to  ite  what  he  had   before  Come 

thoughts  of,  namely,  to  write  a  hiftory  of  the  a 
quities  of  his  native  con:; 

Mr.  KeyfleVs  fenfe  of  his  duty  to  the  two  young 
counts,    carried    him  from    the   delightful    city   of 
Utrecht  fooner  than  he  otherwiie  could  have  wiilied. 
In  company  with  them  he  vifited  the  principal  cities 
of  Germany,  France,  and   the  Netherlanc 
failing,  in  every  place,  to  increafe  his  literary  acq' 
fitions.     Mr.  Keyfler  returned  fafe  from  his  firft  tra- 
vels with  his  pupils,  and  acquired  iuch  an  uncom- 
mon reputation,  that  his  abilities  for  fuch  a  charge 
were  mentioned  in  the  higheft  terms  to  baron  Bern- 
ftorf,  firft  minuter  of  ftate  to  his  Britannic  majelty, 
as  elector  of  Brunfwick-Lunenburgh.   This  great  man 
was  at  that  time  defirous  of  finding  a  proper  perfon 
to  whom  he  might  entrult  the  education  of  his  grand - 
fon,  a  youth  of  the  greater!  hopes.      Key  (ler    was 
pitched  upon,  and  the  happy  confequences  have  de- 
monftrated,  that  the  baron  could  not  have  felected  a 
more  proper   perfon.       In  the  autumn  of  the  year 
1 716  he  came  to  Hanover,  where  his  indefatigable 
application  to  his  charge  exceeded  the  molt  {anguine 
wilhes  of  his  Mecaenas. 

In  the  year  171S,  Mr.  Keyfler  obtained  leave  to 
make  a  voyage  to  England,  to  which,  whatever  com- 
miffions  he  might  have  to  execute,  he  knew  how  to 
give  the  appearance  of  a  philofophical  journey  :  and 
the  fame  tree  accefs  to  learned  focieties,  before  fo  ad- 
vantageous in  France  and  the  Low  Countries,  ren- 
dered London  and  Oxford  very  agreeable  to  him. 
Here  he  obtained  a  very  iignal  proof  of  the  high 
teem  he  had  acquired  in  .1,  by  being  unani- 

moufly  elected  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society ;  the 
only  title  which  he  ever  enjoyed. 

The  two  young  barons  Bernftorf,  after  being  up- 
.  ward  oft  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Keyfler, 

were,  by  his  judicious  inftructions  in  all  the   1. 
branches  of  fcience,  fitted  for  viliting  foreign  coun- 
tries 
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tries  with  advantage :  and  it  is  to  the  tour  he  took 
with  thefe  pupils  that  we  owe  the  following  work. 

Mr.  Keyfler,  on  feveral  occafions,  during  his  tra- 
vels, gave  fuch  happy  proofs  of  his  lingular  learning, 
and  remarkable  fagacity,  that  he  had  very  consider- 
able offers  of  public  employments  made  him  by  fe- 
veral courts  to  fettle  among  them :  but  the  extraor- 
dinary patronage  of  the  two  barons  Bernftorf,  together 
with  the eafe  and  tranquillity  he  enjoyed  under  theirpro- 
tection ;  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  devote  great  part 
of  his  time  to  the  placid  mufes ;  appeared  to  him  more 
eligible  than  external  magnificence,  fo  apt  to  affect 
iliort- lighted  mortals.  The  younger  baron  being  no- 
minated envoy  to  the  imperial  dyet,  by  the  king  of 
Denmark,  as  duke  of  Holftein-Glu.ckfladt,  Mr.  Keyf- 
ler attended  him  to  the  Danifh  court  at  Copenhagen, 
and  afterward  to  Ratifbon.  When  the  dyet  was  over, 
he  returned  and  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days  with 
his  elder  pupil,  whofe  generofity  placed  him  beyond 
the  frowns  of  fortune:  and  both  the  brothers  fettled 
a  very  handfome  penlion  on  him  for  life.  He  died  in 
the  54th  year  of  his  age,  on  the  21ft  of  June,  1743, 
of  an  afthma,  at  Stintenburg,  an  efcate  belonging  to 
baron  Bernftorf,  in  Saxelauenburg  :  and  his  body 
was  interred  with  great  magnificence  (contrary  indeed 
to  his  defire)  in  the  church  of  Caffahn,  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Bernftorf.  The  exact  order  in  which  he  left 
his  manufcripts,  is  a  convincing  proof  that  he  quitted 
this  mortal  ftage  in  a  well  prepared  cliipofition. 

Having  given  this  brief  account  of  Mr.  Keyfler, 
we  mail  prefent  to  our  readers  the  moft  curious  parts 
of  his  travels  •,  occafionally  enriching  his  defcriptions 
with  thofe  which  we  may  meet  with  in  other  approved 
travellers  to  the  fame  parts. 

■ — The  firft  place  I  arrived  at,  fays  Mr.  Keyfler,  was 
the  city  of  Schaff  haufen,  (capital  of  the  canton  of  the 
fame  name  in  Switzerland)  which  is  very  handfome,  the 
ftree'ts  broad,  the  houfes  magnificent,  and  pleafantly 
lituated  in  a  plain.  The  canton  of  Zurich,  which 
P  3  commence* 
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commences  at  the  other  fide  of  a  ftatery  bridge,  is 
feparated  from   it  by  the  Rhine,  which  warned  the 
fouthera  parts  of  Schaffhaufen,  and  is  of  very  great 
advantage  to  its  commerce.      I  mult  nos,  by  any 
means,  at  my  firft  entrance  into  Switzerland,  omit 
an  obfervation,  the  truth  of  which  I  was  fufficiently 
convinced  of  by  a  former  tour  through  thefe  coun- 
tries, namely,  that  great  numbers   of  people   have 
formed  very  falfe  ideas  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try and  their  trade.    They  imagine  Switzerland  to  be 
hardly  any  thing  better  than  a  confufed  chaos  of  bar- 
ren  rocks,  craggy   mountains,    eternal    fnows,    and 
gloomy  vallies ;  hardly  fupplying  its  wretched  inha- 
bitants with  the  means  of  fupporting  a  laborious  and 
miferable  life.      But  this  is  very  different  from  the 
tryth  •,  the  country  produces  all  the  necefiaries  of  life, 
in  fuch  abundance,  as  to  enable   the  inhabitants  to 
export  large  quantities.     Their  flax  and  linen  are  of 
the  greateft  advantage,  particularly  to   the  inhabi- 
tants of  Berne  and  St.  Gall.      Crapes,  coarfe  linen 
cloth,   drugs,  Geneva,   and  other  fpirituous  liquors, 
are  exported  in  large  quantities  to  Germany  and  Hol- 
land.    The  cheefe  of  Switzerland  is  famous  in  every 
part  of  Europe  ;  and  orders  are  coni'antly  tranlmit- 
ted  from  all  parts  for  their  butter.     There  is  found 
near  Bex,  in  the  diftrict  of  Aigle  depending  on  the 
Pais  de  Vaud,  Sulphur  Virgineum,  which  greatly  ex- 
cels  that  brought,  as  a  great  curiofity,  from  Ame- 
rica.    It  is  eflcxmcd  good  in  diforders  of  the  bread 
and  nerves. 

The  Switzers  kill  fo  large  a  number  of  cattle  an- 
nually, that  the  hides,  befide  what  th<  y  ufc  themfi 
make   a  very  confiderable  article  in  their  COmn 
They  alfb  fend  prodigious  droves  of  (heep  and  oxen  to 
diftant  parts-,  and  as  the  cattle  of  Jutland  and  1  lolftein 
are  greatly  valued  ;  loin  Bavaria,   Auftria,  ami 
Hungary,  perfons  of  ample  fortune  procure  the  Swifjs 
cattle  at  any  price,  notwithstanding  they  degenerate 
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fo  foon  as  to  render  a  conftant  fupply  neceffary. 
Switzerland  fupplies  Lombardy  with  the  greated  part 
of  its  coach-horfes,  and  Savoy  with  horfes  both  for 
the  army  and  artillery ;  and  the  French  have  hitherto 
purchaled  the  greater!  part  of  their  horfes  for  mili- 
tary fervice,  of  the  Swifs,  fometimes  ten  thoufand  in 
a  year ;  but  at  prefent  they  are  very  attentive  to  im- 
prove their  own.  The  inhabitants  of  Switzerland 
reap  a  very  confiderabie  advantage  from  a  war  be- 
tween France  and  Germany ;  for  as  the  paffes  are 
guarded,  and  horfes  prohibited  from  being  fent  from 
Germany  into  France,  the  greatefl  part  of  this  lucra- 
tive branch  of  trade,  amounting  fometimes  to  ten 
thoufand  pounds  yearly,  is  carried  on  through  Swit- 
zerland, As  the  inhabitants  are  under  no  neceffity 
of  importing  any  kinds  of  goods,  fait  alone  excepted, 
(their  fait  fprings  not  being  fufficient  wholly  to  fupply 
them)  from  the  adjacent  countries,  as  Tyrol,  Bavaria, 
and  Franche  Comte ;  they  can  never  want  either  a 
brifk  trade,  or  a  large  balance  in  their  favour.  But 
trade  is  not  confined  to  necefTaries  alone  }  that  luxury, 
pomp,  and  infatuation  for  foreign  productions,  which 
has  infected  moft  parts  of  Europe,  has  extended  its 
contagious  influence  to  Switzerland  -,  and  feveral  wife 
regulations  have  been  made,  to  Hop  this  pernicious 
and  extenfive  ufe  of  foreign  commodities.  But  thefe 
wholefome  laws  have  the  fame  fate  in  Switzerland  as 
In  feveral  Qther  parts  of  Europe ;  the  fpirit  is  ex- 
plained away  by  fubterfuges  and  arbitrary  interpre- 
tations, and,  confequently,  they  lofe  their  intended 
effea.  "      " 

The  ladies  in  fome  parts  of  Switzerland,  are  re- 
trained in  their  drefs  by  fumptuary  laws  ;  but  the 
confequence  is,  that  they  impatiently  wait  the  return 
of  fummer,  in  order  to  their  vi  firing  the  German 
Spaws,  where  they  may  indulge  their  gay  inclinations, 
free  from  the  reftraints  of  the  laws  of  their  country  : 
and  fo  fond  are  they  of  thefe  annual  journies,  that 
they  are  often  made  one  of  their  marriage  articles. 
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It  ;  rid  impoflibje  ir' 

flrain   all  abi  lly  in  a  fex  io    . 

authority,  by  human  lav  ave  been 

erected  in  fever  !  j  ires,  in  order  to  prevent,  in  a  more 
effectual  manner,  ding  money  out  or"  the  coun- 

try fo  :  m  commodities.     This  fcheme  I 

at  firft  under  ven  ,  but  tin 

moved  moil  of  them,  efpecially  in  tl,    ] 
tons,  which,   in   this   refpect,  greatly  excel 
the  Romifh   religion:    nor  is  there  any  probability 
that  the  latter  will  ever  carry  commece  to  ai 
height.     Excellent  cioth  is  made  at  Zurich,   and  the 
filks  manufactured  in  the  Pais  de  Vaud,  are  or"  great 
intage.    The  kind  reception  which  ti  •  h  re- 

fugees have  met  with  at  Geneva,    have  con- 

tributed to  increafe  the  number  of  ingenious  artifts  in 
that  city  ■,  and  it  '  have  been  or  the  greateft  ad- 

vantage, if  this  humane  example  had  prevailed  in 
its  full  extent  throughout  land.     Zurich,  Bafil, 

Geneva,  and  Schafrhaufen  are  the  four  Maple  towns 
of  the  commodities  of  Switzerland  ;  but  Zurich  vaftly 
excels  the  others.  Their  foreign  trade  is  greatly  fa- 
cilitated by  means  of  the  Rhone  and  the  Rhine  : 
they  lend  their  goods  to  France  and  the  Mediterranean 
by  the  former,  and  to  Germany,  the  Netherlands, 
and  the   North   Sea,    by  the   latter.       1  le  of 

Schal  s   however  been  declining  for  forpe 

,  fo   that  at  prefent  few  of  the  merchants  carry 
on   trade  en  their  own  account,  the  general 
ing  by  commiflj 

The  nui  burghers  in  SchafFhaufi  id  to 

amount  to  two  tl  d  though  the  '  can- 

not be  cal  ci<  m  for  the  put  pole  in- 

d,   that  i  I  fup]  lj  ing  tl  e  inhabitants,   in 

But  it  nniil  be  remembered, 
that  the  fword  is  here  confidered  as  a  mark 
i       lom    as  well  as  an  ornament,  on  which  account 
.   n  the  pea!;'.:  ar  at  church 

in  their  fwordsj  nor  does  any  one  dan  pear  be- 

fore 


SWITZERLAND.  217 

fore  the  magiflracy  without  a  cloak  and  a  fword.  The 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  diitrict  of  mount  Jura, 
dependent  on  the  canton  of  Berne,  attend  divine 
worfhip  not  only  in  their  fwords,  but  alfo  carry  with 
them  their  bayonets  and  firelocks,  which  they  either 
hang  up  in  a  particular  corner  of  the  church,  or  place 
by  them.  Perhaps  this  cuftom  owes  its  origin  to  the 
frequent  difturbances  of  former  ages,  and  their  almoft 
continual .  wars  with  the  inhabitants  of  Burgundy, 
againft  whom  it  v/as  neceffary  to  be  always  prepared. 
It  muft  however  be  acknowleged,  that  the  pradiice^ 
of  wearing  fwords  at  church  has  been  prohibited  in  a 
folemn  manner. 

Between  Schaffhaufen  and  Bafil,  the  navigation 
of  the  Rhine  is  twice  interrupted  by  violent  cataracts 
or  falls  of  the  river ;  the  confequence  of  which  is, 
that  the  veffels  are  under  a  neceffity  of  being  unload- 
ed, at  thefe  falls,  and  the  goods  put  on  board  others. 
Near  the  village  of  Neuhaufen,  on  the  Schaffhaufen 
fide  of  the  river,  is  an  iron  manufacture,  which  pro- 
duces a  very  confiderable  revenue.  Petrified  mufcles 
and  cockles  are  often  found  in  the  iron  ore,  with 
which  the  country  abounds. 

The  famous  caftie  of  Hohentwiel,  called  in  Latin 
Duellium,  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg- 
Stuttgard,  is  fituated  four  leagues  n or th-eaft  of  Schaff- 
haufen. It  is  entirely  encloled  by  the  territories  of 
Nullenburg,  not  having  an  inch  of  ground  belonging 
to  it,  and  therefore  of  more  honour  than  advantage. 
Indeed  its  being  fituated  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  any 
enemy  that  might  invade  the  country,  and  confe- 
quently  being  in  no  danger  of  an  attack  for  fome  time, 
renders  it  very  convenient,  on  any  dangerous  con- 
juncture, for  depofiting  records,  papers,  jewels,  and 
other  valuable  effects :  but  the  inhabitants  of  Swabia 
would  reap  more  advantage  from  it,  if  it  flood  in  a 
more  convenient  place,  as  no  hoflilities  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Switzers  can  be  apprehended. 

The 
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The  fituation  of  Hohentwiel  is  on  a  lofty  moun- 
tain in  the  midft  of  a  charming  and  fruitful  country, 
iurrounded  with  pleafant  villages  and  ruinous  caftles 
on  the  fummits  of  lofty  mountains ;  which  together 
with  the  lake  Boden,  lying  at  about  two  miles  dif- 
tant,  afford  a  moft  beautiful  profpecb.  The  lower 
caftle  ftands  at  a  great  height,  notwithstanding  which, 
a  good  fore  of  wine  is  produced  from  vines  which 
g:ow  on  the  fides  of  the  mountain  to  the  very  walls. 
The  neighbouring  country,  when  covered  with  fogs, 
appear*  to  a  Spectator  at  Hohentwiel  like  a  lea,  and 
as  the  mill  diffipates,  the  mountains  and  caftles  gra- 
dually appear  like  itlands  in  the  ocean. 

A  cuftom  prevails  here,  that  when  any  prince,  or 
other  perfon  of  distinction  vifits  this  fortreis,  he  is  ob- 
liged to  carry  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  caftle,  a 
Hone  of  ten  pounds  weight,  a  considerable  number  of 
which  are  now  to  be  feen  there,  fome  of  them  having 
the  initial  letters  of  the  name^  of  thole  who  have  taken 
the  trouble  of  carrying  them  up. 

Duke  Ulrich  being  in  exile  in  the  year  1520,  pur- 
chafed  of  a  widow  belonging  to  the  houfe  oi  klingen- 
berg  this  caftle,  and  it  has  belonged  ever  fince  to  the 
dukes  of  Wirtemberg. 

I  made  an  incurfion  from  hence  into  the  adjacent 
parts  of  Swabia,  famous  for  the  fburce  of  that  noble 
river  the  Danube,  and  flatter  myieif  thai  my  journe) 
has  not  been  ufelefs.  The  Danube,  in  a  bourn  dl 
four  hundred  German  miles,  wafhes  firry  populous 
cities,  and  receives  the  waters  of  twelve  large  r:\ 
and  more  than  eighty  rivulets  :  fo  that  few  rivers, 
not  even  the  Nile  itfelf,  can  be  compared  with  it. 
The  Turks,  indeed,  are  for  giving  the  preference  to 
the  Nile,  for  a  very  lingular  realon,  namely,  becauic 
ir  has  not  been  io  often  ftained  with  human  blood  as 
the  Danube.  The  fource  of  this  famous  river  is 
near  Don  1  fchingen,  in  the  territories  of  Furftem- 
berg,  and  foon  becomes  a  conliderable  ftream  by  the 
conflux  of  leveral  rivulets. 

NY..; 
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Near  Burlatingen,  a  hunting  feat  belonging  to  the 
prince  of  Hohenzallern,  is  a  chapel,  built  by  Mr. 
Conier,  a  captain  of  horie  in  the  emperor's  fervice; 
the  fituation  of  which  is  fo  remarkable  that  it  muft 
not  be  omitted.  It  is  built  on  an  eminence,  and  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  rain,  which  drops  from  one 
fide  of  it,  is,  by  means  of  the  Lauchart,  conveyed 
into  the  Danube,  and  that  falling  from  the  other,  into 
the  Rhine,  through  the  Starzel  and  Nectar. 

The  territories  of  the  circle  of  Swabia  are  very  dif- 
ferent with  regard  to  fertility ;  and  hence  complaints 
from  fuch  diftricts  as  imagine  their  affeiTments  of  the 
public  contributions  to  be  unjuft,  are  continually  pre- 
ferred to  the  afiemblies  of  the  circles;  and  fome 
attempts  have  been  made  to  remove  their  cauie,  and 
proportion  the  affeiTments  in  a  more  equitable  man- 
ner. '  But  it  is  a  natural  confequence  of  thofe  arTem- 
blies, that  a  vaft  deal  of  bulinefs  muft  remain  unde- 
termined ;  nor  is  it  reafonable  to  think  that  every 
proceeding  would  have  been  approved  by  the  Areo- 
ipagus.  For  not  to  mention  the  princes,  bilhops, 
counts,  abbots,  and  the  principal  cities ;  feveral  places, 
and  the  imperial  towns  in  particular,  are  reduced  to 
fuch  a  low  condition,  that  it  cannot  be  expected  their 
reprefentatives  can  all  be  properly  qualified  for  the 
truft  committed  to  them ;  which  mull  confequently 
be:  the  fource  of  many  abufes. 

A  great  variety  of  droll  adventures  are  related, 
though  very  unjuftly,  of  the  Swabians;  but  their  own 
good  fenfe  have  inftrucTed  them  to  be  the mfe Ives  the 
firft  relaters  of  them;  and  I  muft  fay,  that  in  general., 
as  much  good  fenfe,  and,  perhaps,  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  franknefs  and-honefty  of  the  old  Germans 
is  to  be -found  in  Swabia,  than  in  many  other  parts. 

I  continued  my  journey  from  Schaffhaufen  through 
Zingen  to  Rotolfszell,  or,  as  it  is  for  fhortnefs  called, 
Zell,  where  both  we  a$id  our  carriage  embarked  for 
Conftance,  paying  feven  Rhine  guilders  for  our  paf- 
fage.  The  diitance  is -computed  at  four  leagues,  but 
'(•%;■        -.■....  ■  ..•  -  ■        ^  r  '  -■  may 
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be  performed,  with  a  fair  wind,  in  two 
In  five  hours  after  our  departure  fro; 
reached  Lindau,  though  the  diftance  i 

i  miles-,  but  all  are  not  favoured  with  fo  quick  a 
paffa[i;e,  fome  having  been  eight  days  in  performing 
iu     The  whole  length  of  the  lake  of  B 
reaches  to  Bregentz,  is  about  ei  and 

twenty-two  from  Schaffhaufen  to  Bregentz. 

Befide  the  fifh  ufual  in  thefe  parts,  there  is  found 
rear  Lindau  and  Bregentz,  a  kind  of  falmon-trouts 
called  Gangfifchie,    which,  when    full   grc 
pickled,  and  exported  as  a  great  rarity.     When  ar- 

•  1  at  their  full  growth  they  are  called  R 
Innlanken,  or  Rheinlacher,  that  is,  Rhine  falmon; 
they  are  near  two  ells  in  length,  and  weigh  fom  tl 
to  forty  pounds.     As  it  is  not  always  poffible  to  find 
a  good  market  for  fiin  of  fo  large  a  fize,  the  fiftier- 
men  fallen  a  frnall  piece  of  wood  to 
which  they  pafs  through  the  gills  ;-ing 

the  other  end  of  it  to  a  (take  on  the  (hore  near  their 
hutSi  by  which  means  the  filh   has    the  libera 
fwimming  thirty  or  forty  paces,  and  the  filTierrm 
no  danger  of  lofing  it.     In  this  manner  it  is  kept  till 
an  opportunity  offers  of  felling  it  to  .  ge, 

I  have  feen,  between  Conftance  and  Lindau,  an  in- 

b\c   number  of  chafers,  fome  fingle,  others   in 

e  heaps,   confuting  of  many  thousands,   floating 

I  en  the  lake;  but  whether  they  were  driven  thi- 

or  had  attempted  to  fly  over  it,  is  uncen 

but,  be  that  as  it  will,  there  they  expired. 

The  paffage  from  Zell  to  the  ifland  of  Reichne 
fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  lower  lake,   is  generally 
performed  in  hour.     This  ifland  i  pro- 

perly called  Reiche  Au,  or  Augta  Di\  rich 

ifland,  from  its  fertility,  and  the  richn  'bey 

builtthere.     The  if. 

long,  and  a  league   broad  ;  con- 

founded with  Augia  Minor,  f<  r  that  is  not  the  ifland 
au,   in   the  lake  of  Boden,    as   fome  have  pre- 

ten- 
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tended,  but  the  cloyfter  and  abbey  of  Weiffenaus 
near  Ratifbon. 

The  abbey  of  Reichenau  is  a  noble  ftru£ture ;  but 
what  has  rendered  it  particularly  remarkable  is  a  large 
emerald,  prefented  by  Charles  the  Fat.    It  is  not  eafy 
now  to  procure  a  fight  of  this  famous  gem,  an  at- 
tempt having  been  made  about  four  years  ago,  to  rob 
the  abbey;  fince  which  the  prior,  for  the  greater  fe- 
curity  of  this  valuable  {tone,  conceals  it  even  from 
the  greater!:  part  of  the  brethren  themfelves.     We 
waited   a  considerable   time    before   this    gem   was 
brought  into  the  prior's  chamber,  where  we  faw  it; 
and  the  prior  affurcd  us,  that  it  would  not  be  remov- 
ed till  night,  and  then  by  himfelf  only  ;  adding  that, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  furprize,  it  was  not  always  kept 
in  the  fame  place.     It  is  contained  in  a  red  wooden   , 
frame,  fomething  larger  than  a  folio  book,  and  weighs 
twenty-eight  pounds  and  three  quarters.     They  have 
been  offered   fix   thoufand   five  hundred   and  fifty 
pounds  sterling  per  pound  for  it,  by  feveral  jewellers ; 
it  is  two  inches  thick,   three  fpans  and  a  half  long, 
and  a  fpan  and  a  half  broad.     On  its  furface  are 
fcratched  the  initial  letters  of  feveral  names ;  but  no- 
thing of  that  kind  is  now  permitted  to  be  done. 

In  this  church  is  interred  the  body  of  the  above  li- 
beral emperor  Charles  the  Fat,  once  fo  great  and 
powerful,  but  afterward  abandoned  by  all ;  fo  that 
he  lived  in  the  greateft  indigence,  and  died,  or,  ac- 
cording to  fome,  was  murdered  by  his  fervants  in  the 
year  888,   at  Neidingen,   on  the  Danube. 

The  monks  of  this  abbey  pretended  to  fliew  one 
of  the  water-pots  ufed  at  the  marriage  of  Cana  of 
Galilee  :  in  the  cathedral  of  Bamberg  are  two  of  the 
fame  kind,  and  another  at  Hilderfham ;  others  are 
fhewn  at  St.  Denis,  Angers,  Quedlinburg,  and  above 
twenty  other  different  places.  Six  or  eight  of  them, 
all  of  a  different  fize,  colour,  and-fhape,  I  have  my- 
felf  feen.  It  is  abundantly  evident  that  the  fmall ' 
ones,  with  a  narrow  neck,  could  never  have  been  ufed 

5  bY 
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by  the  Jews  in  their  purifications,  which  was  done  by 
plunging  the  arms  up  to  the  elbow  in  the  water  j  but 
in  thefe  pots,  this  is  impoffible. 

Conflance,  called  by  the  inhabitants  of  die  adjacent 
country,  Cofchstantz,  is  a  pretty  large  city,  and  to- 
ward Lindau,  makes  an  elegant  appearance.  The 
burghers  of  Constance  are  luppoltd  not  to  exceed 
five  hundred  and  fifty,  whereas  thole  of  Lindau 
amount  at  least  to  between  fix  and  feven  hundred. 
The  pulpit  in  the  cathedral  is  fupported.  by  a  statue 
of  John  Hus,  who  was  here  condemned  to  be  burnt. 
The  placing  his  ftatue  in  this  manner  was  intended  as 
a  mark  of  infamy,  but  it  feems  more  naturally  to  im- 
ply an  honourable  distinction.  This  is  in  fome  degree 
Similar  to  a  piece  of  Superstition  current  among  the  vul- 
gar, namely,  that  the  very  place  where  John  Hus  was 
burnt,  ftill  bears  the  evident  marks  of  divine  difplea- 
fure,  as  no  grals  will  grow  upon  it.  Our  guide,  who 
was  a  fubftantial  citizen,  but  a  profeflbr  of  the  Romiih 
religion,  was  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this 
legendary  tale,  that  he  even  afierted  it  at  the"  very 
time  we  were  walking  on  the  place  •,  notwithstanding 
its  beautiful  verdure,  at  this  leafon,  has  procured  it 
the  pleating  name  of  paradife*,  fo  that  ocular  demon- 
stration was  not  wanting,  had  we  thought  proper  to 
have  oppofed  him.  It  is  not  indeed  impolFible  but 
he  might  have  refilled  a  decifion  of  the  fe.nfes,  as  thofe 
of  his  profcinon  have  rejected  their  testimony  with 
regard  to  an  article  of  much  greater  importance,  in 
their  disputes  with  proteitants. 

Constance  was  formerly  a  free  imperial  city,  but  the 
tumults  on  account  of  religion,  and  the  iterim  in  the 
year  1551,  obliged  it  to  submit  to  the  houfe  of  Au- 
stria; fo  that  the  bi (hop's  residence  is  at  Merfpuivx, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  lake,  his  power  here  being 
very  inconsiderable. 

A  palfage-boat,  which  they  call  Ledi,  goes  from 
Constance  to  Lindau  every  Tuefday,  but  t  did  not 
chule  to  wait  for  it.     Lindau,  and  its  adjacent  territo- 
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ties,  merit  the  elegant  map  made  thereof  by  John 
Andrew  Rauken.  The  town  itfelf  is  iituated  in  the 
lake  of  Boden,  and  thence  termed  the  Venice  of 
Swabia.  It  is  joined  to  the  continent  by  a  bridge  of 
two  hundred  and  ninety  paces  in  length.  The  Hei- 
denmaure,  or  pagan  wall,  is  faid  to  be  a  work  of  the 
Romans,  and  on  that  account,  but  no  other,  merits 
obfervation. 

An  odd  cuftom  prevails  in  the  villages  of  the  forell 
oF  Bregentz,  which  is  fituated  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Lindaiij  that  the  unmarried  fons  or  fervants  of  the 
peafants  are  permitted  to  have  carnal  knowlege  of  a 
girl;  but,  if  Hie  proves  with  child,  they  are  obliged, 
under  the  moil  fevere  penalties,  to  marry  her.  They 
call  this  fpecies  of  gallantry  fuegen,  confider  it  as  very 
innocent,  and  are  fo  bigoted,  to  it,  that  an  open  infur- 
reclion  was  like  to  have  been  the  confequence  of  an 
attempt  made,  a  few  years  ago,  by  the  government  to 
put  a  Hop  to  fuch  a  fcandalous  practice;  nor  is  the 
difpute  yet  determined.  An  old  grey-headed  pea- 
iW,  at  a  meeting  on  this  important  occafion,  rofe 
up>  and  feconded  the  profecution  of  this  affair,  in  the 
following  remarkable  fpeech :  "  My  grandfather 
"  fueged,  my  father  fueged,  1  fueged,  and  therefore 
"  my  fon,  and  all  his  fuccefTors,  ihall  do  the  fame/* 
The  country  in  general  between  Lindau  and 
Tirol,  is  but  indifferent;  great  part  of  it  is  mountai- 
nous, and  covered  with  woods,  and  the  roads,  efpe- 
cially  between  Kempten  and  Kemptenwald,  remark- 
ably bad :  this  is  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the 
perverfe  humour  of  fome  travellers,  who  will  make 
ufe  of  their  own  carriages ;  whence  the  ruts  become  o^*xut-v' 
too  narrow,  and  confequently  very  inconvenient  and 
troublefome  to  others. 

The  Tirolefe  chain  of  mountains  begins  about  a 
quarter  of  a  league  beyond  Fuffen.  The  peilports 
with  which  all  travellers  are  obliged  to  be  provided, 
are  figned  at  the  fCniepafs,  and  as  foon  as  they  arrive 
at  Reuten,  a  fmall  town  in  the  valley,  thefe  paffes 

mult 
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mail  be  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer,  who  in 
rn  Tigris  a  certificate  5  none  being  permitted  to 
i   through  the  Ehrenbur 

Locate.     The  fame  precaution  i.  ed  at  the 

•  pafles  into  this  country,  by  which  means  the 
g  -.  [nfpruck  is  ii 

vifits  his  province  in  twenty-four  houi 
arrival.     This  country  is  entirely  fuiroi 
continued  chain  or  mountains,  and  the  paflc  \  are  To 
far  from  being  eafy,    that  you  ?re  often 
diftinguifh  them;  an.! -..hen,  after  many  tu 
windings,  you  have  difcovered  a  paffage,   you         I 
find  it  well  defended   by  forts.     Mr.  Forftener  . 
privy  councellor,  in  the  year  17 12,  was  allure 
Charles  Philip,  elector  palatine,  at  that  time  go\ 
nor  of  this  country,  that  kven  thoufand  men 
fuflicient  to  defend  the  whole  province  againf 
number  of  enemies.     It  is  one  of  the  molt  prof; 
countries  to  the  emperor  of  all  his  dominions,  lb  t 
Maximilian  I.  did  not  without  reafon  compare  it  to  a 
peasant's  frock,  which   was  at  the  fame  time 
f*j[%i^     ccarfe  and  very  warm. 

The  filver,  and  other  mines  in  Tirol,  are  now  al- 
moft  exhaufted;  but  in  its  mountains  arc  found  many 
kind  of  precious  (tones.  The  country  abounds  in 
fait,  but  no  vines  are  found  in  the  central  parts.  A 
traveller  at  his  entering  this  province  from  Germany 
is  amazed  when  he  obferves  the  lofty  moun: 
which  from  Ulminfter,  are,  even  in  the  mont  1  of 
July,  covered  with  fnow.  It  is  not  at  all  uncommon, 
efpecially  before  noon,  to  fee  the  midd  un- 

tain  involved  in  heavy  clouds,  while  the  parts  above 
it  are  entirely  clear  almoll  to  the  fummit,  which  i 
involved  in  clouds.     The  fummits  of  thefe   moun- 
tains,  are  in  no  more  than  rocky  precip 
nor  are  there  any  ;  1  [Uence  on  the  1 
parts,  a  •       1     arf  pines  and  fhrubs  being  the  chief 
production. 

Tiro], 
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Tirol,  as  well  as  Saltzburg,  produce  the  Chamoife 
goat.  Thefe  creatures  during  the  fummer  are  not 
molefted,  their  fleih  not  then  being  in  feafon.  The 
huntfmen,  in  order  to  follow  this  fwifr.  creature 
among  the  rocks  and  precipices,  have  a  kind  offmall 
iron  hooks  fattened  to  their  Ihoes,  and  fometimes  to 
their  hands.  There  is  often  a  kind  of  flone  found  in 
the  itomach  of  thefe  animals,  refembling  the  bezoar, 
and  which,  in  this  country,  are  fold  from  three  to 
ten  guilders. 

The  Tirol  peafants,  efpecially  the  meaner  fort, 
make  almoft  as  defpicable  an  appearance,  as  thofe 
people  we  call  gyplies ;  both  fexes  wear  hats  of  all 
colours.  But  notwithstanding  thefe  marks  of  po- 
verty, they  are  very  zealous  with  regard  to  religion, 
and  preferve  the  warm e it  affection  for  their  fove- 
reign,  of  which  they  gave  convincing  proofs  at  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  century  again  ft  the  duke  of 
Bavaria.  Their  houfes,  barns,  and  (tables,  when 
compared  with  thofe  of  other  countries,  are  very 
mean,  the  covering  being  only  boards  placed  horizon- 
tally, with  no  other  fattening  than  heavy  (tones  laid 
upon  them. 

There  are  fix  ftages  between  FufTen  and  Infpruckj 
but  which  may  be  performed  in  one  day.  The  roads 
are  very  good,  and  in  feveral  parts  a  commodious 
patTage  is  cut,  at  a  prodigious  expence,  through  the 
rocks.  The  road  runs  along  the  fide  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  nearly  at  an  equal  diitance  from  the  top  and 
bottom  of  it.  The  parTage  is  however  very  fafe,  be- 
ing inclofed  with  wooden  rails,  fupported  at  proper 
diitances  with  ftone  ports  •,  and  in  fome  places,  that 
carriages  may  not  mifs  the  road,  nor  horfes  ftart  at 
the  fight  of  the  precipice,  a  wall  of  an  adequate 
height,  is  erected  along  the  fide  of  the  road.  This 
way  reaches  to  the  old  cattle  of  Wernftein,  whofe 
fituation  is  extremely  romantic.  On  the  right  fide  of 
the  way,  neas  a  cuitom-houfe  belonging  to  this 
Vol,  IV,  CL  caftle» 
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caftle,  is  a  natural  cafcade,  beautiful  but  fmail,  the 
water  of  which  is  conveyed  through  a  wooden  pipe 
into  a  flatue  of  our  bletfed  Saviour,  and  iillies  out 
again  with  great  impetuofity  and  noife  thruugh  an 
aperture  in  his  fide. 

During  the  laft  ftage  you  pals  through  the  fmall 
town  of  Zurl,   fituated  a  long  league  from  Infpruck, 
and  immediately  after  you  come  to  the  rock,  feparat- 
ed  only  by  the  road  from  the   river  Inn,   on   which 
Tvlaximilian  I.  climbed  to  iuch  a  height  in  his  eager 
purfuit  of  a  chamoife,  that  nothing  lefs  was  requilite 
to  deliver  him  from  his  imminent  danger,  than  t 
prefence  of  an  angel.     And  there  is  {till  preferved  in 
the   caftle   of  Am'oras,  the  Oftenforium,  in  which, 
if  we  will  believe   tradition,  a  confecrated   hoft  ap- 
peared to  him  at  a  diftance,  to  his  inexprefiible  joy, 
as  an  earneft  of  the  affiftance  of  heaven.    A  woo- 
den crofs  forty  feet  high,   and   near  it   two  ftatues, 
as  big  as  life,   of  St.  John  and  the   holy  Virgin,  are 
placcd  on  the  very  fpot  where  the  emperor  is  laid  to 
have  Hood,  which  is  a  niche  in  the  mountain  of  Zurl, 
called  alio  from  its  almolt  perpendicular  ileepnefs,  St. 
Martin's  wall  •,   at  fuch  a  height  that  the  crofs  appears 
to  a  fpeclator,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  not  to  ex- 
ceed two  feet.    The  afcent  is  however,  fince  the  erec- 
tion of  this   monument,  rendered  iomething  eafier, 
and  though  little  lefs  than  two  hundred  feet  from  the 
plain   below,   the  country   boys  very   readily  climb 
along  the  fides  of  the  rocks  into  this  cavity.     Pfinz- 
ing's  account  of  this  miraculous  affair  is  no  more  than 
this,  that  the  emperor  in  hunting  a  chamoife  near  In- 
fpruck, was  in  very  great  danger;  for  having  climbed 
the  rock  to  a  vail:  height,  the  (hank,  together  with 
all  the  nails,    except  one   of  his   foot-irons,   ufed  in 
hunting   thefe    creatures,  had   given    way-,  but    the 
one  that  remained,  though  much  bent,  ftill  held,    by 
which  means  he  was  preferved.     HeinGus  adds,  thac 
he  was  faved  by  the  peafants,  who  let  him  down  by 
ropes. 

Infpruck 
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Infpruck  is  an  elegant  city ;  the  ftreets  are  well 
jpaved,  and  the  palaces,  after  the  Italian  manner, 
grand  and  flat-roofed;  The  Jefuits  college,  and  the 
Francifcan  monaileries  form  feveral  ftreets.  The  go- 
vernor's palace,  and  the  town-hail,  are  elegant  build- 
ings. The  labours  of  Hercules  are  finery  painted  in 
frefco,  in  the  hall  of  the  palace ;  in  the  garden  are 
grand  falloons  for  afTemblies,  and  an  equefirian  flatue 
of  duke  Ferdinand,  which,  notwithftanding  it  is 
wholly  brafs,  and  confequently  of  a  prodigious  weight, 
refts  entirely  on  the  hind  feet  of  the  horfe.  Over  the 
balcony  in  the  chancery,  is  the  famous  golden  roof; 
it  confifts  of  copper-plates,  overlaid  with  gold,  and 
is  faid  to  have  coft  near  two  hundred  thouiand  dol- 
lars. The  country  people  are  perfuaded  that  the 
copper  is  now,  by  its  long  cohefion  with  the  gold, 
abfolutely  tranfmuted  into  that  metal. 

My  curiofity  was  gratified  in  viewing  the  caftle  of 
Ambras,  fituated  half  a  league  from  hence.  In  this 
feat  belonging  to  the  archduke,  are  to  be  feen  great 
numbers  of  curiofides,  collected  at  a  prodigious  ex- 
pence,  by  the  former  proprietors  of  this  country, 
particularly  by  the  archduke  Ferdinand.  There  is  to 
be  feen  a  large  quantity  of  armour  for  tournaments, 
part  for  mere  parade,  part  for  ufe  and  fervice ;  fome 
for  difmounting  an  antagonift  from  his  faddle,  and 
others  for  actual  execution  and  real  combat;  to  each 
armour  is  annexed  the  effigy  of  the  perfonage  who 
wore  it,  together  with  his  name,  titles,  and  other  ad-* 
ditions. 

Several  of  the  fuits  of  armour  which  belonged  to 
the  archduke  of  Auftria  have  a  kind  of  iron  (hoes  or 
cafes,  fet  with  very  long  fpikes  or  points.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  champion  drove  thefe  points  into  his 
antagonift's  horfe,  and  immediately  afterwards  drew 
back  his  foot :  but  it  is  evident,  from  a  variety  of 
inftances  in  the  hiftory  of  the  middle  ages,  that 
fhoes  furnifhed  with  long  prongs  were  commonly 
worn,  and  for  that  reafon  called  "  calcei  lunali,  cor- 
O    2  "■»«/*, 
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/,''  &c.  Some  of  thefe  fpikes  were  an 
ell  long;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  reftrain  this 
enormous  luxury  by  particular  laws.  The  like  fafhion 
I  have  obferved  not  only  in  fome  antique  German  fta- 
tues,  but  likewife  in  various  pieces  of  tapeftry  in  the 
palace  at  Bruflels,  made  in  the  time  of  Philip  duke 
of  Burgundy,  furnamed  the  Good.  In  feme  places 
this  foolifh  oftentation  was  carried  to  a  flill  greater 
height,  by  faftening  little  bells  to  thefe  fpikes.  This 
practice  will,  however,  appear  the  lefs  abfurd  and  ri- 
diculous, when  it  is  remembered,  that  the  illuftrious 
perfons  of  that  a„  e  uied  to  wear  fuch  bells  about 
their  clothes,  in  order  to  give  notice  of  their  ap- 
proach. Of  this  the  itone  ltatues  of  feveral  dukes 
and  duchefies  or  Brunfwick,  which  are  to  be  feen  in 
the  Autorfhofe  at  Brunfwick,  together  with  the  pic- 
tures of  thole  prince-,  that  are  in  the  town-houie  of 
Lunenburg,  are  fufficient  {.roofs. 

Againft  the  wall  Hands   a  wooden  ftatue  of  one 
Aymon,   a  volunteer  in  the  guards  of  the  archduke 
Ferdinand,  who  was  eleven   feet  high,   but  died  at 
about  forty  years  of  age.    The  famous  imperial  minil- 
ter  baton  Bentenrieder,  who  likewife  did  not  attain 
to  a  great  age,  was  eight  feet  and  eight  inches  high. 
As   he   was  travelling   this  way   fome  years  ago,   he 
meafured  himfclf  with  this  wooden  coioffus,  whereby 
ed,  that  he  hardly  reached  to  A  virion's  arm- 
pits.    At  his   fide    Hands    the    wooden  (tatue    of  a 
irf,  who  lived  at  the  fame  time  in  the  archduke's 
:  r,  and  was  only  three  loans  high..     As  the  dirr.i- 
r  figure  (  f  the  dwarf  v  n  the  fubjedt  of 

Aymon's  laughter,  th  -  former  privately  i  bed  the 

duke  to  drop  hi  Aymon 

to  take  it  up:  in  the  mean  time  the  dwarf  placed 
himfelf  under  tl  :  archduke's  chair,  ymon 

(looped  to  take  up  i  ve,  he  gave  him  a  blow 

on   the   f.v^c,  to   u.'  ;   e  whole 

rt.    Here  alio  is  to  be  feen  a  Huffed  horfe,  which, 
le  time  of  arch.  igiftnund,  from  a  fudden 

frigl   , 
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fright,  leaped  fixteen  paces,  at  a  place  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Ambras;   in  memory  of  which  two  Hones  arc 
erected:  the  action  however  proved  fatal  to  both  the 
horfe  and  his  rider.     In  a  box  here  is  kept  a  piece  of 
the  halter  with  which  Judas  hanged  himfelf ;  and  near 
it  is  a  certificate  in  the  hand- writing  of  one  Schertch, 
importing,  that  at  the  Tacking  of  Rome  under  Charles 
duke  of  Bourbon,  this  was  obtained,  and  that  the 
remaining  part  he  made  a  prefent  of  to  his  own  fa- 
mily at  Mauren  in  the  dutchy  of  Wirtemberg.     I 
had  here  an  opportunity  of  making  particular  obser- 
vations on  the  behaviour  of  fome    Roman  catholics, 
with  regard  to  relics :  the  keeper  of  the  palace,   en- 
trusted with  the  care  of  all  the  curiofities,  on  perceiv- 
ing that  catholics  of  the  mean  fort  are  mixed  with 
the  company,  in  order  to  fee  every  thing  remark- 
able, only  fays   at   opening   the  box,  thai   here   is 
preferved  a   rope  which   had   been   ufed  at  Chrift's 
iufferings ;  which  words  are  no  fooner  uttered,  than 
the  zealous  catholics  immediately  kits  the  rope  with 
the  higheft  reverence  and  devotion  j  but  this  is  fcarce 
over,  when  the  keeper  purfues  his  narrative,  and  ex- 
plains by  whom,  and  for  what  purpofe  this  rope  was 
ufed ;  upon  which  the  whole  affair  ends,  with  the 
company's  laughing  at  thofe  zealots,  who  had  fo  rea- 
dily employed  their  devotion  on  a  miitaken  object. 

The  clofets  of  the  upper  gallery  contain  the  mofr_ 
valuable  curiofities,  among  which  they  mew  the  horfe- 
tail  of  the  grand  vizier,  who  in  1683  commanded  at 
the  fiege  of  Vienna ;  and  fome  confecrated  caps  and 
daggers  which  were  ufually  lent  by  the  pope  to  fove- 
reign  princes  or  celebrated  commanders.  Befide 
which,  there  arc  ieveral  clofets  enriched  with  antiqui- 
ties, paintings,  medals,  relics,  and  variety  of  natural 
and  artificial  curiofities. 

Young  gentlemen  who  have  acquired  a  furTicient 
flock  of  fcience  for  travelling,  cannot  fail  of  reaping 
great  advantage  from  the  furvey  of  fine  mufaeums 
or  well  regulated  cabinets  ofrarities  ;  whence  a  great 

Q.  3  deal 
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deal  of  light  is  thrown  upon  the  knpwlege  of  medals^ 
natural  and  political  hiilory,  mechanics,  mathem 
and  antiquities-,  and  it  were  to  be  wiflied  that  perfons 
properly  qualified  could  al v.;  iund  for  fuperin- 

tendants  of  fuch  valuable  curiofities,  for  not  only  a 
great  deal  of  patience  is  requifite,  but  likewife  the 
necefiary  know  lege  of  the  tilings  committed  to  their 
charge,  for  the  better  information  of  others. 

The  diftance  of  Ambras  from  Infpruck  is  indeed 
fome  inconvenience  to  the  gratifying  the  curiofity  of 
travellers.  Ambras  was  formerly  the  proper  refidence 
of  the  officers  of  the  palace,  it  being  a  delightful 
place,  and  enjoying  the  mo  ft  beautiful  profpedt  in  all 
Tirol,  extended  from  Infpruck  as  far  a>  Hall  in  the 
lower  lnth.il,  both  which  fine  countries  want  no  deco- 
rations except  that  of  vines.  But  for  f<  me  time  paft 
the  air  about  Ambr  s  has  been  very  unhealthful, 
efpecially  during  the  night,  whence  various  fevenfh 
diforders  and  fluxes  are  prcduced.  The  reafon  affign- 
ed  for  it  is  this  :  the  imperial  exchequer  had  formerly 
a  large  lake,  lying  between  Ambras  and  Infpruck, 
appropriated  for  the  breeding  of  rim,  but  by  an  ill- 
limed  parfimony,  the  lake  is  choaked  up  with  mud, 
and  is  at  prefent  no  better  than  a  morals,  the  noxious 
exhalations  of  which  extend  over  the  neighbouring 
parts.  Upon  a  reprefentation  of  this,  the  prefent 
keeper  of  the  palace  is  permitted  to  refide  with  his 
family  at  Infpruck.  A  regulation  has  alio  lately 
been  made  with  regard  to  the  fees   I  ving  the 

curiofities;  to  the  keeper  two  ducats  at  leaft,  to  the 
under-fervan;s,  who  open  the  door  and  clofets, 
guilders,  and  one  to  the  two  lbldiers  who  attend  the 
company  through  every  apartment. 

Hall,  a  pleafant  town  of  Inthall,  is  f  ' 'out 

three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  Infpruck,  and  is  re- 
markable for  its  mini,  wh<  undred  and  fifty 
dollars  are  ftamped  in  a  minute;  the  engine,  v 
ctnfifts  of  two  ftcel  cylindej  ,  being  turn- 
ed  by  watCr.     One  of  tholi             :<•;>  are  covered 
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with  the  dies  for  one  fide  of  a  dollar,  and  the  other 
with  an  equal  number  of  the  dies  for  the  other  fide 
of  the  coin.  The  gold  and  filver  plates,  after  being 
prepared  of  a  proper  thicknefs,  are  applied  to  thefe 
cylinders,  and  driven  through  betwixt  them  by  their 
motion.  The  violent  preffure  of  thefe  cylinders  not 
only  flrikes  a  clear  impreffion  on  both  fides  of  the 
piece,  but  alfo  cuts  them  intirely  from  the  plate,  fo 
that  they  fall  of  themfelves  as  they  come  out  from  be- 
tween the  cylinders.  This  machine  requires  only  one 
man  to  attend  it. 

About  a  large  league  diftant  from  this  town  are 
very  lofty  mountains,  in  which  are  fait  mines,  that 
have  been  worked  for  above  an  hundred  years.  The 
fait  is  dug  out  of  capacious  fubterranean  pits,  in 
large  maifes,  refembling  alum,  but  of  feveral  co- 
lours :  it  is  mixed  with  dirt,  and  other  heterogeneous 
fubftances,  which  renders  its  tafte  lefs  pungent  than 
that  of  pure  fait.  It  is  carried  from  the  mines  to 
pits,  filled  with  frefh  water,  where  it  is  diffolved,  and 
the  brine  conveyed,  by  wooden  pipes,  to  Hall,  at 
which  place  it  is  boiled  in  iron  pans,  into  white  fait. 
The  neat  annual  produce  of  the  fait  to  the  imperial 
chamber  is  nearly  two  hundred  thoufand  rix-dollars, 
notwithstanding  the  mines  and  boiling  employ  near  a 
thoufand  hands. 

The  imperial  mine  at  Schwatz  is  fituated  about  a 
quarter  of  a  league  beyond  Hall.  There  are  nine 
hundred  labourers  in  the  mine,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  perfons,  great  and  fmall,  belonging  to  it,  is 
little  fhort  of  two  thoufand.  The  ore,  however,  is 
far  from  being  equal  in  readinefs  to  what  it  was  for- 
merly. In  proportion  as  the  mine  was  extended,  the 
earth  over  it  was  fupported  by  wooden  props  ;  but  as 
thefe  are  very  fubjecl:  to  decay,  they  now  erecl  ftone 
pillars  in  their  ftead,  which  is  certainly  an  excellent 
method.  Thofe  who  vifit  the  parts  of  this  mine  that 
lie  very  deep,  are  conveniently  carried  along  the  level 
paffages  in  fmall  carriages.  It  is  computed,  that  forty 
pounds  of  copper  are  produced  to  every  mark  of 
Q^  4  filvesr 
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filver.  Few  naturalifls  vifit  this  mine  without  carry- 
ing away  with  them  lome  of  the  flowers  of  iron  and 
copper i  the  latter  are  remarkably  beautiful,  refem- 
bling  large  flakes  of  fnow  on  an  emerald  ground. 

There  is,  at  fome  miles  diftant  from  Schawtz,  in 
a  mountainous  part  of  the  countr)',  where  ice  conti- 
nues all  the  year,  a  copper  mine  belonging  to  the 
lords  of  Sternbach.  The  metal  produced  by  this 
mine  is  naturally  lb  foft  and  malleable  as  to  be  ufed 
in  the  lace  manufacture  at  1  ,yons-,  but  may  be  harden- 
ed at  pleafure. 

The  poorer  fort  of  inhabitants  of  Tirol  find  very 
little  employment  at  home,  except  in  the  mines  and 
fait  works;  and  being,  like  the  inhabtants  of  other 
mountainous  places,  very  prolific,  arc  obliged  to  leek 
for  bread  in  other  countries;  on  which  account  it  is  a 
common  practice  among  thofe  who  fend  their  chil- 
dren abroad  young,  to  prick  fome  image  on  their 
arm  with  a  needle,  or  the  point  of  a  knife ;  which 
punctures  being  rubbed  over  with  a  particular  kind 
of  black  ink,  the  image  never  wears  out,  but  many 
years  after  prove,  the  means  of  dilcovering  their 
family. 

'I 'he  perfecuted  Waldenffes  found  a  fecure  retreat  in 
the  defarts  of  the  Tyrolefe  mountains  toward  Trent, 
and  thofe  of  Saltzburg.  In  thefe  defolate  valleys  the 
unhappy  Waldenfes  pitched  their  habitations,  and 
propagated  a  lyllem  of  religion,  which,  in  rhany 
points,  agrees  with  that  of  the  proceftants.  But  one 
of  ihefe  vallies  lying  in  the  diocefe  of  the  bifliop  of 
Brixen,  his  fiery  zeal  obliged  thofe  indigent  j  eople, 
whofe  religion  had  hitherto  remained  a  fecret,  to 
abandon  their  habitations  in  the  year  1681,  and  dif- 
perfe  thank  Ives  among  the  proteftant  Rates  of  Ger- 
many. And  in  1 688  the  inhabitant  valley  of 
Teflferecker  underwent  the  lame  fate. 

The  Bavarian  (alt-works  are  at  Reicbenhall,  be- 
tween Uncken  and  Saltiburg;  and  the  lalt-fpring  is 
fo  very  considerable,  that  notwkhftan         the  great 

quantity' 
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quantity  of  falt-water  ufed  here,  befide  that  conveyed 
over  the  mountains  to  Traunftein,  a  great  deal  is  fuf- 
feredto  run  to  wafte.     A  ftream  of  freili  water  iffues 
from  the  rock-  near  the  falt-ipring  ;  this  current  of 
frefh  water  is  of  great  ufe,  as  it  turns  the  wheels  of 
their  water-engines ;  but  as  both  thole  fprings  are  fur- 
rounded  by  mountains,  the  place  was  often  in  danger 
of  being  overflowed  by  the  conflux  of  tfrele  waters ; 
to  prevent  which,  an  aqueduct  was,  about  three  hun- 
dred years  ago,  conftructed  at  a  prodigious  expence. 
It  is  indeed  a  furprifing  work,  the  waters  being  con- 
veyed in  a  channel   half  a  league  in  length,  under 
the  town  of  Reichenhall,  and  under  feveral  fields  and 
gardens,  twelve  fathoms   below   the  furface  of  the 
ground.    At  the  end  of  this  channel  the  waters  break 
out  with  great   impttuofity,  into  open  day.     Boats 
pals  through  this  canal  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour; 
but  there  is  a  neceffity  for  lighted  candles,  the  mo- 
tion being  fo  rapid,  that  a  great  deal  of  care  is  requi- 
fite  in  guiding  the  boat.    -The  general  depth  of  the 
water  is  between  four  and  five  feet,  but  it  is  often  fo 
much  augmented  by  rains,  that  there  is  fcarce  room 
for  the  paffengers  to  fit  upright  in  the  boat.     This 
canal  is  five  feet  in  breadth,  and  the  bottom  of  it  is, 
every  eight  or  ten  years,  cleared  from  flones,  which 
either  the  floods  have  carried  thither,  or  have  been 
thrown    down  through   the  openings,    or  apertures 
built  in  the  form  of  towers,  and  through  which  you 
may,  from  the  walls  of  the  city,  fpeak  to  thofe  who 
are  pafTing  in  a  boat  through  the  aqueduct.  The  roof 
or  arch  which  covers  the  aqueduct,  is  built  of  frce- 
ftone,  and   coated  over  with  a  very  hard  fpecies  of 
rofin,  fo  that  it  appears  like  one  intire  folid  piece,  and 
feems  to  promife  to  continue  till  the  end  of  time. 
You  defcend  to  this  fubterraneous  canal  by  a  flight 
of  flairs  near  the  fait  fpring,  the  fuperfluous  water  of 
which  runs  near  fifty  paces  before  it  joins  the  ftream 
of  frefh  water.     The  whole  aquatic  tribe  avoid  the 
fait  ftream  before  ir  mixes  with  the  rrelh  \    but  after 
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the  two  flreams  are  united,  and  the  water,  by  that 
means,  only  brackifh,  it  abounds  with  very  fine 
trout,  and  ieveral  other  forts  of  fifh. 

The  fait  of  Reichenhall  and  Traunftcin  in  Bavaria, 
though  not  fo  pure  and  white  as  that  of  1  [all  in  Swa- 
bia  or  of  Saltiburg,  is  much  cheaper  and  very  ftn 
The  inhabitants  of  Saltfburg  have  anciently  en: 
into  feveral  contracts  with  the  Bavarians,  by  virtue  of 
which  they  are  to  furnifli  each  other  at  a  fettled  price  i 
the  former  with  fait,  and  the  latter  with  corn  :  other- 
wife  Saltiburg  would  often  be  in  want  of  a  mark 
its  fait  •,  as  Auftria  on  the  one  fide,  and  Bavaria  on 
the  other,  might  prohibit  the  exportation  of  it.  Not- 
withstanding this,  the  elector  of  Bavaria  has  a  very 
good  price  for  the  Saltfburg  fait ;  the  annual  revenue 
of  which  amounts  to  fome  tons  of  gold.  This  fait 
is  not  eoniiimed  wholly  by  his  own  fubjects,  large 
quantities  are  fent  abroad  into  France,  Swabia,  Bo- 
hemia, Switzerland  up  the  Rhine,  and  Italy.  Ra- 
tjibon  may  be  confidered  as  a  magazine  for  fait,  from 
whence  this  neceiiary  commodity  is  forwarded,  by 
means  of  a  litrle  river,  to  Amberg  and  the  upper 
Palaiinate,  and  by  the  Danube  to  the  countries  ad- 
jacent. 

Saltiburg  is  a  very  fine  city,  the  houfes  in  general 
being  five  Itories  high  ;  but  the  ftreets  are  narrow, 
paved  after  the  old  fafhion.  One  part  of  the  city  is 
fituated  on  a  fteep  rock,  whence  the  fmall  houfes  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  Saltz  appear  to  be  fattened  to 
thofe  on  the  rock,    in  the  form  of  martins  nelts. 

In  the  area  of  the  palace,   oppofite  the  new  apart- 
ments, is  a  fountain,  efteemed  the  larger!  and  grandeit 
in  all  Germany.    All  the  ftatues  are  of  white  marble, 
but  in  the  grotefque  tafte.     The  circumference  of  the 
■  voir,  exclufive  of  the  ftej  s,   is  one  hundred  and 
ri  feet.     The  water  fpouts  from  the  mouths  and 
rils  of  four  large  horfes,  bur  not  in  fuch 
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column  of  water,  feveral  inches  in  diameter,  is  pro- 
jected to  the  heighth  of  eighteen  feet. 

The  palace  is  magnificent,  containing  a  great  va- 
riety of  elegant  pictures,  tables  of  inlaid  marble, 
grand  froves  of  all  colours,  and  adorned  with  flatues. 
The  tapeftries,  though  nothing  extraordinary,  age 
having  deprived  them  of  their  beauty,  are  valuable 
on  account  of  the  gold  and  filver.  Near  the  palace, 
on  a  high  mountain,  Hands  the  citadel. 

The  {tables  form  three  very  long  and  lofty  divi- 
fions,  arched  ;  the  mangers,  out  of  which  the  horfes, 
being  one  hundred  and  fifty,  eat,  are  of  white  marble. 
A  ftream  of  water  is  twice  a  week  turned  through 
the  flails  on  both  fides,  by  which  means  all  the  filth 
is  carried  away.  Before  thefe  flables  is  a  pond  for 
watering  the  horfes,  ninety-three  feet  long,  in  the 
center  of  which  ftands  a  large  marble  ftatue  of  a 
horie,  the  water  flowing  from  his  mouth. 

A  covered  bridge  leads  you  from  the  lower  part  of 
the  city  to  the  archbifhop's  palace  of  Mirabella,  the 
middle  part  of  whole  capital -fide  is  formed  by  an  ele- 
gant chapel.  Fronting  it  is  mount  Parnaffus,  having 
at  the  top  a  Pegafus  of  brafs;  but  the  water  falls  from 
this  mount  incafcades,  as  in  a  wildernefs.  The  grand 
ftair-cafe  of  the  palace  is  of  white  marble,  and  finely 
painted.  The  great  hall  is  adorned  with  exquifite 
landfcapes,  elegant  rim-pieces,  and  other  paintings,. 
The  floors  are  inlaid  with  red  and  white  marble,  like 
thofe  in  the  city  palace.  The  tapefhy  arid  other  fur- 
niture are,  in  general,  red,  embroidered  with  gold 
and  filver.  The  garden  is  very  beautiful,  being  laid 
out  within  the  fortification,  in  an  elegant  man- 
ner. 

The  city  of  Saltfburg  is  fortified  with  eleven  baf- 
tions.  The  troops  of  the  archbifhop  amount  to  about 
a  thoufand  men,  whofe  common  uniform  is  white, 
faced  with  red ;  but  fometimes  plain  brown  only. 
The  life-guard  and  other  officers  are  dreffed  in 
black,  with  red  facings,   and  laced  with  gold. 

Klefheim 
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Klefheim  is  another  palace  belonging  to  the  arch- 
bifhop, and  is  fituated  three  quarters  of  a  league 
from  the  city:  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from 
Saltfburg  is  another  feat  belonging  to  the  archbifhop, 
called  Helburn.  The  edifice  itfelf  has  nothing  re- 
markable •,  but  here  are  a  great  number  of  fprings  in 
this  garden,  and  over  one  of  them  the  ftatue  of  a 
monftcr,  having  a  cock's  comb,  and  eagle's  feet, 
but  in  every  other  particular  refembles  a  lavage,  or 
wild  man.  Under  this  ftatue  is  the  following  in- 
icription  : 

"  The  original  of  this  monftrous  figure  called  a 
"  foreft-devii,  was  caught  by  the  hunters  near  Ha- 
"  venfburg,  when  Matthew  Lang  was  cardinal  and 
**  archbifhop-,  the  fkin  of  this  monfter  was  yellowifh, 
**  had  all  the  marks  of  a  favage  difpofition,  but  never 
"  looked  on  any  one,  endeavouring  to  conceal  him- 
ct  felf  in  corners  •,  his  face  refembled  that  of  a  man, 
"  with  a  beard;  his  feet  thole  of  an  eagle,  with 
"  lion's  claws  •,  he  had  a  tail  like  a  dog,  and  on  his 
"  head  grew  a  large  comb  like  that  of  a  cock  :  he 
**  would  never,  either  by  gentle  or  violent  methods, 
<c  be  prevailed  upon  either  to  eat  or  drink,  lb  that 
"  he  loon  died  with  hunger." 

There  are,  in  the  menagery,  fome  cranes,  and  a 
pelican,  which  is  in  reality  only  a  fpecies  of  bittern, 
having  at  his  throat  a  large  bag,  in  which  he  can  de- 
pofit  a  large  quantity  of  provifions.  Befide  thefe 
there  are  rock-eagles,  lynxes,  and  two  beavers,  which 
have  a  young  one ;  they  live  in  the  water,  and  are 
fed  with  the  barks  of  trees,  and  imall  fifh. 

I  was  lb  fortunate  as  to  arrive  at  Munich  foon 
enough  to  be  a  i[K'e'iator  at  the  celebration  of  Corpus 
ChrifH  feftival.  The  procelYion  confided  of  many 
thoufand  pcrlons,  and  continued  a  full  hour  and  a  half 
before  the  tall  pafied  by.  Deputies  from  all  the  handi- 
craft trades  attended,  having  rich  Hags  carried  before 
them.  The  fame  thing  was  alio  done  by  the  religious 
fraterni  ,  not  a  member  being  abfent  at  the  fblem- 
Children    richly    drcflld  exhibited  the    molt 
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remarkable  religions  hiftories,   in  a  great  number  of 
triumphal  chariots.     St.  George  and  St.  Maurice  in 
Roman  habits  rode  before  their  refpective  fraternities, 
among  whom  were  many  of  the  principal  courtiers.  A 
young  lady  dreffed  in  a  Roman  habit  reprefented  St. 
Margaret,  behind  her  a  large  dragon,  in  which  two 
men  were  inclofed  to  give  the  figure  its  neceffary  mo- 
tions.   The  four  mendicant  orders  preceded  the  facred 
hoft,  which  was  carried  under  a  rich  canopy  ;  and  im- 
mediately after  followed  the  elector,  with  his  confort 
on  his  left  hand,  both  carrying  in  their  hands  a  light- 
ed taper.     Next  to  the  electrefs  came  her  mailer  of 
the  houfhold,  who  was  followed  by  fome  court  ladies, 
and  after  thefe  the  whole  court.     The  proceffion  was 
inclofed  by  the  foldiers,  burghers,  and  peafants  •,  and 
during  the  time  the  proceffion  flopped  for  the  clergy 
to  give  their  benediction  to  the  people,  which  was 
done  at  four  different  places,  eight  pieces  of  cannon 
•were  fired  from  the  fortifications. 

The  ftreets  through  which  the  proceffion  palled 
were  boarded,  and  in  many  places  ft  re  wed  with  herbs 
and   flowers,  but   as   it   was   continued   along   the 
FaufTe-braye  and  round  the  city  on  the  infide  of  the 
walls,  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  fun  mult  have  made  it 
very  uneafy  to  the  prince  and  his  confort,  as  well  as 
to  the  quality  in  general.  The  ladies  of  the  court  were 
dreffed  in  the  Spanifh  manner;  but  their  complexions 
are  greatly  impaired  from  conftantly  attending  the 
electors  procemons,  parties  of  pleafure  and  hunting- 
matches,  in  exceffive  heat  and  cold,  in  rain,  wind 
and  funfhine.     The  electrefs  is  remarkably  fond  of 
her  hufband,  and  generally  in  his  company.   She  eats 
and  plays  with  him,  accompanies  him  to  the  ftables, 
moots  excellently  either  at  a  mark  or  the  game,  and 
it  is  not  uncommon  for  her  in  hunting  to  be  up  to 
the  knees  in  a  morafs.     If  her  coachman  can  by  any 
means  bring  her  in  at  the  death  of  a  flag,   he  is  fure 
of  receiving  a  piece  of  gold  to  the  value  of  feven 
guilders  and  a  half.     But  endeavouring  to  do  this  a 
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few  weeks  ago  he  overturned  her  twice  in  one  morn- 
ing; but  her  electoral  highnefs  not  only  gave  him  the 
cuitomary  gratuity,  but  likewife  procured  his  pardon 
from  the  elector,  which  he  the  lefs  deferred,  as  the 
electorefs  was  then  well  known  to  be  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced in  her  pjegnancy.  In  hunting  fhe  wears  a 
green  coat  and  a  little  white  wig,  the  drefs  in  which 
fhe  made  her  firft  appearance  in  this  country,  and  in 
which  her  picture  is  drawn  at  Klefheim.  She  is  cx- 
cefTively  fond  of  dogs,  as  may  be  more  efpecially 
obferved  from  the  fcarlet  damafk  tapeftry  and  the 
beds  at  Nymphenburg.  The  lmall  Engliih  grey- 
hounds are  her  greater!  favourites  at  prefent ;  of 
which  great  numbers  fland  round  her  table,  and  one 
on  each  fide  of  her  highnefs  fnatching  at  every  thing 
within  their  reach.  The  elector  has  alio  a  vait  many 
hounds,  which  was  fo  much  his  father's  tafte,  that 
even  when  affairs  obliged  him  to  retire  into  France, 
he  kept  the  fined  pack  of  hounds  in  that  kingdom. 
Louis  the  XlVth,  obferving  a  favourite  bitch  belong- 
ing to  the  elector,  laid  jeltingly  to  baron  Freyburg, 
the  elector's  great  huntfman,  "  I  have  been  told, 
"  that  your  bitch  often  loles  fcent  of  the  game." 
To  which  the  baron,  with  ibme  warmth,  replied, 
"  How  !  She's  as  fure  as  the  goipel." 

At  prefent  the  elector  has  only  a  few  regular 
troops  •,  but  can  in  a  fmall  time  bring  into  the  field 
a  powerful  army  railed  in  his  own  dominions. 

The  trade  in  corn,  beech  mail,  white  beer  and 
fait,  produce  confiderable  fums.  At  Munich  from 
fpring  till  the  beginning  of  June  they  brew  a  fort  of 
white  beer,  called  Ambock,  which  is  very  ilrong, 
and  in  tafte  refembles  the  line  Engliih  ale,  but  will 
not  keep  fo  well.  The  monopoly  of  this  liquor  pro- 
duces above  a  million  of  guilders  yearly. 

The  electoral  palace  at  Munich  con  fills  of  four 
courts:  that  called  the  prince's,  which  is  adorned 
with  great  numbers  or  brafs  llatues,  and  another 
termed  the  emperor'?,   arc  the  molt  beautiful :    the 
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conftruction  of  the  latter  is  adapted  to  exhibit  the 
combats  of  wild  beads.  But  the  largeft  is  that  called 
the  kitchen-court  •,  in  which  a  very  fplendid  tourna- 
ment was  held  at  the  elector's  marriage.  The  old 
fquare  is  reckoned  the  meaneft  of  the  four,  though 
far  from  being  inelegant. 

By  permiffion  from  his  ferene  electoral  highnefs, 
his  firft  gentleman  of  the  bedchamber,  Mr.  du  Lac, 
fhews  the  mufasum,  which  was  indeed  before  the  la  ft 
unhappy  commotions  and  disturbances  in  Bavaria, 
much  richer  than  at  prefent,  though  few  in  Europe 
can  even  now  be  faid  to  equal  it. 

On  the  left  hand,  near  the  door  of  the  old  part  of 
the  palace,  lies  a  large  black  Hone,  and  fome  German 
verfes  on  the  wall  near  it,  importing,  that  in  1409, 
duke  Chriflopher  of  Bavaria  took  up  this  large  ftone 
weighing  three  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  and  threw 
it  to  fome  diftance.  About  a  year  ago  a  Bavarian 
country  girl  raifed  this  {tone  about  a  hand's  height 
from  the  ground.  Near  the  fame  door  are  alfo  three 
iron  nails  driven  into  the  wall  with  German  lines  de- 
noting that  the  iirftof  thefe  nails,  which  is  twelve  feet 
from  the  ground,  mows  the  leap  of  duke  Chrifto- 
pher;  the  fecond,  which  is  ten  feet  and  a  half,  was 
reached  by  Zundritt  •  the  third,  which  is  nine  feet 
and  a  half,  indicates  Philip  Springer's  activity. 

King  Guftavus  Adolphus  was  fo,  charmed  with  the 
beauty  of  the  city  of  Munich,  that  he  faid  he  wanted 
only  rollers  to  remove  it  to  fome  other  place,  well 
knowing  it  would  be  impoffible  to  keep  poffeffion  of 
this  country.  But  had  it  been  the  fortune  of  this 
prince  to  have  feen  the  city  in  its  prefent  condition ; 
its  Straight  broad  ftreets  adorned  with  many  (lately 
itructures,  both  churches  and  palaces  equalled  by 
few  cities  in  Europe,  muft  have  rendered  this  capital 
(till  more  charming,  in  his  opinion. 

With  regard  to  the  ecclefiaftical  buildings,  the 
churches  of  Sz.  Anne  and  the  Theadne  are  worth 
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feeing,  on  account  of  their  ftucco-work.  In  the  laft 
on  the  left  hand  ftands  a  holy  lepulchre  •,  and  on  the 
right  a  fcala  fancla,  confiding  of  twenty  eight  fteps, 
the  fame  as  at  Rome.  No  perfon  is  permitted  to 
touch  them  with  his  feet,  thofe  who  afcend  them 
muft  do  it  on  their  knees,  faying  on  each  a  certain 
number  of  Pater  Noftcrs  and  Ave  Marias.  This  muft 
be  extremely  painful  to  thofe  whom  I  obierved 
afcendinp-  with  extended  arms  and  the  moft  intenfe 
devotion,  as  they  cannot  perform  it  in  lefs  than  half 
an  hour.  Before  I  law  this  religious  exercife,  I  was 
at  a  lofs  to  underftand  what  the  beggar  boys  meant, 
by  prcmifing,  that  for  a  few  pfennings  or  farthings, 
they  would  fay  the  Pater  Nofter  for  the  welfare  of 
their  benefactors  with  their  arms  fully  extended. 

The  church  of  our  Lady  is  decorated  with  two 
large  towers,  and  in  it  is  the  magnificent  monument 
of  the  emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  confiding  of  black; 
marble,  adorned  with  fix  large,  befide  feveral  fmall 
ftatues  of  brafs.  At  a  little  diftance  from  one  of  the 
doors  is  a  ftone  with  a  mark  upon  it,  from  whence  a 
fpectator  cannot,  by  reafon  of  the  great  number  of 
pillars,  fee  a  fingle  window  in  the  church.  But  it 
muft  be  owned,  that  this  ftructure  cannot  boaft  of 
being  the  moft  illuminated  in  Europe-,  and  it  is 
iurely  of  greater  advantage  to  a  church  that  a  grear 
number  of  windows  may  be  feen,  than  for  every  one 
of  them  to  be  concealed. 

The  roof  of  the  jefuits  church  is  remarkably  loftv, 
and  about  thirty-three  common  paces  in  breadth.  It 
is  generally  conlidered  as  a  rafli  undertaking,  but 
much  lefs  io  than  the  new  bridge  which  Sauli  has 
undertaken  to  build  at  Genoa.  This  college  is  large, 
and  the  library  well  furnifhed  with  ancient  books,  but 
very  few  modem.  A  gallery  between  feven  and  eight 
feet  in  height  runs  quite  round  it,  and  renders  the 
books  eafy  to  be  conliilted.  In  the  college  they  fiiew 
one  joint  of  St.  Chritlopher's  backbone ;  but  lhould 
the  creature  to  whole  body  thif  piece  actually  be- 
longed 
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longed  appear,  inftead  of  a  benevolent  faint,  I  am 
perfuaded  we  fhould  fee  forne  frightful  elephant  or 
whale. 

.  In  a  houfe  fituated  near  the  Augfburg  gate,  is 
painted  the  ftory  of  a  wheelwright,  who  about  twenty- 
years,  ago  laid,  a  wager,  that  he  made  a  wheel  at 
Augiburgh  in  the  morning  and  drove  it  to  Munich 
before  fun-fet,  though  thefe  two  places  are  nine  miles 
afunder,  and  actually  performed  it. 
j  The  great  refort  of  people  to  celebrate  the  feaft  of 
Corpus  Chrifti,  furnifhed  me  with  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  the  various  dreifes  worn  by  the  peafants  of  Ba- 
varia ;  among  others  the  women  inhabiting  the  wilds 
or  forefts  about  eight  leagues  from  Munich,  engaged 
my  attention;  they  wore  broad  felt  hats  or  bonnets, 
cm  which  was  a  fmall  knob  or  prominence  behind 
near  the  neck,  no  bigger  than  a  walnut.  On  holy- 
days  the  fervant  maids  of  the  large  inns  at  Munich, 
wear  rqynd  their  necks  a  filver  chain,  coriufting  of 
three  roWs-,  and  their  breafls  are  likewife  laced  with 
two  other  chains  of  the  fame  metal 

-I  obferved  that  it  was  a  general  cultem  here  to  place 
'before  every  houfe  containing  the  corps  of  an  unmar- 
ried perfon,  a  large  green  garland  on  a  bundle  o£ 
ftraw.  The  fame  cuitom  prevails  alfo  in  fome  places 
of  Brabant,  bordering  upon  Holland  •,  and  in  Ove- 
ryffel  they  hang  a  large  ian thorn  without  a  candle  at 
the  door  of  a  houfe  in  which  thete  is  a  dead  body. 

.  The  number  of  inhabitants  at  Munich  is  fa  id  to  be 
forty  thou  land. 

The  diftance  between  Munich  and  Sleiiheim  is 
about  three  leagues,  but  yoy  are  feidorn  more  than  an 
hour  and  a  halt  in  performing  the  journey :  the  elec- 
tor-is  but  half  that  time,  for  fcveral  miles  round 
Munich,  the  road  is  level,  but  tae  lo.il  gravelly. 

The  palace  of  Sleifheim  has  a  very  good  entrmce* 
both  the  pavement  and  rows  ofspillarsj  are^of  red.  and 
grey  marble.  The  red  raarbk  is  produced, -..in  Bavaria, 
but  the  green>  feveral  columns  of  which,  beautify,  the 
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flairs,  is  brought  from  Brixen.  In  the  firft  hall  are 
two  large  paintings,  one  reprefenting  the  railing  the 
fiege  of  Vienna,  and  the  other  the  battle  of  Hagaz. 
Contiguous  to  it,  in  the  victory  hall,  are  paintings  of 
the  battles  of  Belgrade,  Pelt,  and  other  places,  where 
the  late  elector  gained  fo  much  honour,  done  by 
Bruch,  who  is  (till  living.  The  frcfco  paintings  were 
performed  by  Amadoni.  The  furniture  of  the  bed- 
chamber of  the  electrefs  is  yellow  damafk  embroider- 
ed with  filver  •,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  bed 
of  her  highnefs  is  a  little  tent  and  cufhion  of  the  fame 
for  a  favourite  dog.  On  one  fide  is  a  half  length  Je- 
fus,  crowned  with  thorns,  made  in  Latour's  loom, 
but  as  natural  and  elegant  as  if  it  had  been  painted. 
In  another  chamber  is  alio  a  picture  of  Penelope,  with 
her  women,  attentive  at  their  work,  performed  in 
T5°3  by  Abraham  de  Lele.  In  an  apartment  over  it, 
is  a  cabinet  of  itucco-work,  fo  highly  finifhed,  as  to 
appear  equal  to  the  fineit  marble.  On  ihe  other  fide 
toward  Munich  is  a  grand  gallery  of  pictures,  the 
large  ft  of  which  are  hunting  pieces  by  Rubens. 

But  the  greateft  collection  is  in  a  particular  apart- 
ment, the  walls  of  which  are  covered  with  fmall  pic- 
tures-, though  only  the  nobleit  productions  of  that 
find  a  place  in  this  repofuory.  The  late  elector,  who 
made  this  collection,  polfeifed  a  great  variety  of  ex- 
cellent pieces,  having  at  one  time  purchaled  in  the 
Netherlands  a  quantity  of  pictures,  to  the  value  of 
two  millions  of  guilders. 

The  lower  ftory  is  hung  with  elegant  tapeftry  of 
filk,  from  Flanders  and  other  places.  There  is  alio 
ht  - v  a  table  of  call  filver,  and  a  mulie.d  clock  which 
imitates       i  a  ball  within  fide 

different  din  .ir-  in  a  labyrinth,  till  it  teems  to 

lofe  itfelf ;  but  immediately,  liki  of  a  per- 

notion,  afcertds  to  repeat  its  former 

The  bed-chamber  of  the  elector  is  direQly  undei 
and  has  a  <        nunic; ;;  :i  with  it 
kennel  for  a  & 

pi.  . 
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placed!  near  the  elector's  bed,  and  in  a  fine  clofet  ad" 
joining,  are  the  like  for  twelve  others. 

Behind  the  palace  of  Sleifheim  is  an  elegant  gar- 
den. The  middle  walk  has  on  each  fide  a  canal,  in 
which  are  feveral  fmall  fountains.  The  garden  at 
Sleifheim  is  entirely  furrounded  with  moats  and  rows 
of  trees. 

The  hunting-matches,  held  by  the  prefent  elector's 
grandfather,  have  afforded  fubjects  for  feveral  capital 
pieces  preferved  at  Luftheim;  the  perfons  reprefented 
in  thefe  pieces  were  all  drawn  from  the  life. 
.  About  a  league  from  Munich,  on  the  other  fide,  is 
fituated  the  palace  of  Nymphenburg  \  which,  though 
inferior  to  Sfeifhdm  in  grandeur,  greatly  excels  it  as 
a  fummer's  retreat,  by  its  elegant  gardens  and  water- 
works. 

The  mall  and  bowling-green  are  on  the  fide  of  this 
building  fartheft  from  the  palace,  and  contiguous  to* 
the  former  is  the  Pagodenburg,  whither  the  elector^ 
after  violent  exercifes  at  thefe  games,  retires  to  change 
his  linen  and  apparel.  In  this  little  ftructure  are  fe- 
veral fmall  cabinets,  refembling  thofe  of  China,  with 
many  other  pieces  adapted  equally  to  ornament  and 
life. 

Between  Pagodenburg  and  the  palace,  is  a  fmall 
hermitage,  fo  naturally  refembling  a  building  in  ruins, 
that  it  cannot  fail  of  attracting  the  admiration  of  the 
fpectator.  It  appears  in  fome  places  as  if  it  had  been 
repaired  with  lime  and  ftones  ;  the  cracked  walls  and 
bricks  hardly  hanging  together  in  another  part,  feem 
to  threaten  every  moment  to  bury  you  'under  their 
ruins.-  In  fhort,  art  has  here  fo  well  imitated  the  ra- 
vages of  time,  that  one. of  our  company,  who  had 
never  before  vifited  this  place,  afked  our  guide  feri- 
oufly,  and  by  way  of  contempt,  who  was  the  archi- 
tect of  fo  inelegant  a  work  ?  To  this  place  the  late 
elector  had  fome  thoughts  of  retiring,  in  order  to  em- 
ploy his  whole  time  in  religious  contemplations,  with 
no  other   attendants   than  his  father  confeflbr  and  a 
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valet  de  chambre  •,  but  dcftth  prevented  him  f 
j  atting  this  defign  in  execution.  There  is  in  this 
ftni<Sture,  which  is  fituated  in  a  kind  of  defart,  a  large 
grotto,  containing  a  confecrated  altar,  on  which  are 
placed  two  candlehYicks  and  a  crucifix,  all  three  made 
ciit  of  the  horn  of  an  unicorn.  The  other  apart- 
ments are  deftitiue  of  any  ornament,  except  a  imall 
collection  of  rel'gious  books  bound  in  the  French 
manner.  The  utenfils  of  both  the  kitchen  arid  cellar, 
are  only  a  neat  fort  of  earthen  ware.  The  archbjfhop 
of  Cologne  confecrated  the  altar  about  a  year  ago,  at 
which  ceremony  the  company  made  themfelves  fo 
merry  that  they  broke  a  quantity  of  glafles  to  the 
valtle  of  tvvo  hundred  dollars. 

Starenberg,  another  electoral  palace,  is  fituated  three 
leagues  from  Munich.  The  court  often  retires  hither 
to  enjoy  a  particu'ar  diverfion  called  water-hunting, 
whidi  is  performed  in  this  manner :  a  flag  is  forced 
Into  a  large  lake  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  profiled 
by  the  dogs,  the  huntfmen  following  him  in  boats, 
and  their  highneffes  in  a  fplendid  barge,  mounting 
twenty-four  bral's  guns.  There  is  a  large  piece  of 
painting  at  Nyrnphenburg  repreienting  this  kind  of 
hunting. 

Here  a)fo  the  court  is  amuled  with  hunting  the  he- 
ron •,  and  a  cultom  has  long  prevailed  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  it  eveiy  year,  to  let  at  liberty  a  heron  which 
has  been  fdrturtat^  enough  to  be  taken  alive-,  putting 
on  its  leg  a  lilver  ring,  on  Which  is  engraved  the 
name  of  the  reigning  elecirr.  Laft  fpring  they  took 
one  of  thele  birds  a  fecOnd  lime,  there  being  found 
on  it  a  ring  bearing  the  name  of  Ferdinand,  grand- 
father to  the  prefent  elector  ;  and,  cohfequehtly,  this 
bird  mult  have  furvived  its  former  adventure  fixty 
pears  at  lcj.it.  After  putting  on  it  another  ring,  ccr.- 
taining  the  name  of  the  preient  elector,  they  again 
fet  it  at  liberty.  An  eagle,  after  being  confined  one 
hundred  and  four  years,  died  at  Vienna  in  the  year 
ind  it'feems  natural  to  think  that  birds  of  this 
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li^d  which  enjoy  their  freedom,  live  a  much  greater 
number  of  years. 

The  Wallerfee,  which  lies  not  far  from  Benedict- 
Bavaria,  is  another  natural  curiofity  of  this  country. 
It  lies  on  an  eminence,  and  both  its  banks  and  adja-' 
cent  ground  are  fo  porous,  that  the  water  finds  a  paf- 
fage  through  to  another  lake  beneath  it,  called  the 
Knochelfee.  Mafs  is  faid  every  day  in  the  place 
cabled  the  grotto  of  Munich,  to  implore  the  ailifrance 
or  heaven  in  preventing  any  breach  in  the  banks  of 
th|e ! "Wallerfee,  as  the  country  adjacent  would  be  in 
danger  of  an  inundation  from  fuch  an  accident. 

The  proteftants  and  papifts  are  eafily  diftinguifhed 
ffom  ejacji  other  by  their  manner  of  falutation.  In  the 
year  i/^/Sixtus  Ve  in  order  to  introduce  the  faluta- 
tion, '  Braifed  be  Jefus  Chpft,'  af]d  the  anfwer,  '  For 
ever,  Amen,'  granted  an  indulgence  of  at|  hundred  days 
to  the  ufe  of  it ;  but  notwithstanding  this  indulgence, 
it  was  either  never  made  ufe  of,  or  entirely  forgot  till 
the  year  1728,  when  the  grant  was  renewed  by  Bene- 
dict XIII.  The  Italians  however  have  neglected  to 
adopt  this  form  of  fajutatiqn,  but  in  the  German  ca- 
tholic provinces,  ftiled  by  the  Italians,  Ter?a  Cbe- 
dienti#i  the  land  pf  obedience,  it  entirely  prevails, 
except  among  the  courtiers :  the  commonalty,  nobi- 
lity, and  ever*  the  ladies  very  punctually  obferve  it. 
That  this  cuftom  tends  much  more  to  die  abule  of  the 
name  of  Chrift,  than  to  the  honour  of  it,  will  fuffi- 
ciently  appear  to  any  one  pafTing  by  the  public  houfes 
in  the  evening,  where  I  have  frequently  heard  fellows 
who  were  fo  drunk  as  to  be  fcarcely  able  to  Hand,  flut- 
tering at  leaving  their  companions,  c  Fraifed  be  Jkfus 
Chrilt,'  and  the  company  within  anfwering,  almoft 
inarticulately,  '  For  ever,  Amen/    But  a  late  action  of 

count  N ,  is  ftill  more  extraordinary,     r-ie  ieqt 

for  a  profiitute  to  his  lodgings,  and  the  lady  on  enter- 
ing his  chamber,  faid,   '  Praifed  be  Jefus  Chrift,'   to 
which  he  anfwered,   *  For  ever,  Amen;  down  with- 
your  breaft-lace.' 
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Ic  is  impracticable  to  leave  Munich  with  do 
horfes,  without  obtaining  from  the  marlhal  ox  t! 
court,  or  his  deputy,  a  written  order,  which  will  ceil 
twelve  kreitzers  (near  fix-pence  fterling.)  This  is 
not,  however,  the  only  place  where  this  impofition 
is  practifed,  it  being  done  in  feveral  others,  particu- 
larly at  CalTel  and  Paris. 

From  Saltfburg  to  Augfburg  there  are  large  tracks 
of  level  land  ;  and  I  particularly  obferved  a  large  ex- 
tent of  arable  land,  interfperfed  with  woods,  withe  u: 
a  fingle  mountain  ;  yet  I  had  not  the  plealure  of  fee- 
ing a  fingle  vineyard. 

Augfburg  is  a  fine  city*,  but,  like  Munich,  not 
equal  to  what  it  was  formerly.  Its  trade  was  once 
the  mod  confiderable  in  all  Germany,  but  it  rns  iiif- 
fercd  extreamly  from  the  declenfion  of  that  of  Venice. 
In  this  city  are  reckoned  to  be  fixthoufand  burghers. 
The  council  confifts  of  an  equal  number  of  Lutherans 
and  Roman  catholics:  the  latter  daily  increafe  in  this 
city ;  and  it  muft  be  owned,  to  their  praife,  that  thi 
live  with  more  ceconomy.  The  drefs  of  the  profefibrs 
of  both  religions  is  different,  whence  they  are  eafily 
diftinguifhed. 

The  council  hcufe  is  efleemed  the  fir.  eft  in  all  Ger- 
many •,  and  the  main-guard  of  the  city,  with  fix  field 
pieces,  mount  here.  The  walls  are  decorated  with 
brafs  builos  of  the  firft  twelve  Roman  emperors. 

In  the  center  of  an  adjacent  fquare,  or  near  the 
Perlach  tower,  is  an  elegant  fountain,  adorned  with 
four  ftatuesof  brafs  reprefenting  the  four  feafons,  and 
in  the  middle,  another  of  the  emperor  Auguftus, 
with  proper  inscriptions.  In  the  wine  market  there  is 
Vikcwiie  a  fountain,  with  a  metallic  ftatue  of  1  lercules. 
The  bifiv  p's  |  alace,  otherwife  but  a  mean  bpilding, 
contain;  'lie  hall,  in  which  the  Augfburg  coni. 
was  prefented  to  the  emperor  Charles  v.  in  1550, 
[by  Luther  and  Melan<  ch(  n.]     It  can  however  I 
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of  no  other  furniture  at  prefent,  than  a  few  old  tables 
and  benches. 

Oh  the  brals  door  of  the  cathedral,  among  other 
fcriptural  hiftories,  the  Virgin  Mary  is  reprefented 
as  forming  Eve  out  of  Adam's  rib.  The  revenue 
of  this  biihopric  is  fo  confiderable,  that  the  younger 
princes  of  the  electoral  houfes  of  Bavaria  and  Pala- 
tine generally  enjoy  it..  A  canonfhip  is  worth  from 
a  thoufand  to  a  thoufand  feven  hundred  guilders  an- 
•  nually,  according  as  corn  is  cheap  or  dear. 

The  monks  belonging  to  St.  Ulrick's  convent,  dif- 
pofe  of  a  kind  of  dull  or  powder,  which  they  call  St. 
Ulrick's  earth,  from  that  holy  man,  who,  they  tell 
you,  commanded  all  the  rats  in  the  city  and  neigh- 
bourhood to  retire  into  a  hole,  which  to  this  day  is 
fhewn  in  the  church  of  that  faint.  They  dig  this 
powder  near  the  place  where  he  was  buried,  and  pre- 
tend that  it  owes  its  virtue  to  its  having  lain  near 
his  facred  bones. 

But  it  mould  be  remembered,  that  the  earth  of 
the  church-yard  of  Herzenberg,  three  leagues  from 
Tubingen,  is  ufed  as  an  antidote  againft  rats  in  the 
fame  manner  as  that  of  St.  Ulrick.  That  the  bones 
of  dead  bodies  drive  away  fame  forts  of  vermin  from 
mankind,  is  beyond  all  difpute  •,  and  very  probably 
the  earth  of  other  church-yards,  where  feveral  corps 
have  mouldered  away,  may  prove  an  effectual  pre- 
fervative  againft  rats.  But  be  this  as  it  will,  expe- 
rience tells  me,  that  St.  Ulrick's  earth,  however  fuc- 
cefsful  at  Augfburg,  cannot  boaft  of  its  virtue  when 
carried  to  other  places. 

In  Mr.  Cofmo  Conrad  Cuno's  Mufeum,  I  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  a  great  variety  of  curiofities ;  and 
among  others,  feveral  pieces  of  wood,  in  the  infide 
of  which,  a  crucifix,  the  name  Maria,  with  other  words 
and  figures  were  confpicuous.  Thefe  figures  did  not 
however  owe  their  origin  to  fupernatural  caufes,  but 
to  deep  incifions  made  in  the  bark  while  the  tree  was 
young.  The  circles  annually  formed  by  the  accre- 
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tion  of  the  tree,  extend  themfelves  under  the  bark, 
and  receive  that  figure  which  was  impreflcd  on  the 
part  and  contiguous  wood  •,  fo  that  in  procd's  of  time, 
the  external  bark  with  the  incifion  made  therein, 
clofe  up.  From  the  bare  inipection  of  the  wood,  it 
fuffkiently  fhews  that  this  was  the  real  caufe.  Mr. 
Cuno  has  in  his  pofiefiion,  a  imall  piece  of  tj-±e  fuftian 
manufactured  by  the  Fuggers  in  1461  •,  but  a  larger 
piece  is  preferved  in  the  Weaver's- hall.  Healfohas 
a  collection  of  above  feventy  different  kinds  of  birds 
nefts :  I  remember  to  have  feen  the  fame  among  the 
king  of  Poland's  rarities  at  Drefden.  I  likewife  ob- 
ferved  here  fuch  minute  chains,  that  fome  of  them 
were  not  too  heavy  for  a  flea  •,  alio  cups  of  ivory,  hav- 
ing a  ring  round  the  middle,  but  fo  fmall,  that  they 
cannot  be  feen  wirhout  the  afiiftance  of  a  microfcope, 
and  a  hundred  of  them  may  be  put  into  a  pepper- 
corn. There  is,  however,  no  art  required  in  mak- 
ing thefe,  they  being  formed  at  one  fingle  imprd- 
fion,  and  almoft  in  an  inftant,  with  the  proper  tools. 
1  he  artifts  of  Augfburg,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Nu- 
remberg, have  always  been  very  famous  j  nor  are 
they  at  prefent  wanting  here. 

Among  the  public  ftructures  the  Einlafs,  or  en- 
trance, as  it  is  called,  is  veiy  curious  :  it  was  invented 
bv  a  Tiroleie  peafant,  and  is  managed  by  two  men 
only.  This  contrivance  has  removed  the  trouble  and 
danger  they  were  formerly  expofed  to,  when  they 
opened  the  city  gates  in  the  n;ght  for  courtiers  or 
travellers.  A  great  many,  either  foot  or  horfe,  may 
be  admitted  as  well  as  a  Jingle  perlbn.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  a  draw-bridge  goes  up  and  down  -,  and  as  often 
as  one  gate  fhuts,  another  opens  with  a  loud  noife. 
In  fhort,  both  for  convenience  and  fecurity,  the  con- 
trivance cannot  be  mended. 

The  road  between  Augfburg  and  Ulm  is,  in  gene- 
ral, fandy  and  the  great  number  of  (loughs  in  the  fe- 
cond  ftage,  render  travelling  fo  very  tedious,  that  ? 
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journey  of  nine  fhort  German  miles,  requires  a  num- 
ber of  hours  to  perform  it. 

Ulm,  when  compared  with  the  adjacent  cities, 
may  be  faid  to  be  well  fortified.  The  Patricians 
have  here  an  exclufive  privilege  of  walking  on  the 
ramparts,  nor  will  they  fuffer  either  the  burghers  or 
flrangers  to  appear  there  without  paying  a  guilder. 
This  practice  proceeds  more  from  avarice  than  from 
any  apprehenfion  of  a  clandeftine  correfpondence ; 
for  the  hay  and  fruits  growing  on  the  ramparts  be- 
longing to  the  Patricians,  they  are  very  careful  in 
guarding  againft  every  thing  that  has  a  tendency  to 
diminifh  their  profit. 

The  profpect  from  trie  cathedral  fteeple,  which 
is  four  hundred  and  one  fteps  high,  is  remarkably 
beautiful,  the  whole  country  round  iying  on  a  level. 
It  appears  from  an  infcription  on  the  wall,  that  Maxi- 
milian I.  in  the  year  1492,  climbed  up  to  one  of  the 
"upper  galleries  •,  fome  add,  that  (landing  on  one  foot, 
on  the  edge  of  the  wall,  he  made  a  crofs  in  the  air 
with  the  other.  Sixty  three  large  copper  kettles  filled 
with  water  are  hung  up  in  feveral  parts  of  the  tower, 
and  along  the  roof  of  the  church,  that  in  cafe  any  ac- 
cident fbould  happen  from  fire  or  lightning,  they 
may  always  have  water  ready  at  hand.  There  is  alio 
a  machine,  by  the  help  of  which  the  watchmen  on 
the  tower  draw  up  their  provifions  and  other  necef- 
faries.   ■     - 

The  city  of  Ulm  mull  not,  however,  be  fuppofed 
to  be  equal  to  what  it  formerly  was ;  though  this 
declenfion  is  not  peculiar  to  Ulm,  but  common 
to  many  other  imperial  free  towns.  I  am  fatisfied 
from  observations  I  made  during  a  former  excurfion 
through  this  country*  that  the  fmaller  and  poorer  the 
imperial  towns  are4  the  more  the  inhabitants  aban- 
don themfelves  to  a  voluptuous  way  of  living,  and 
a  variety  of  expenfive  diverfions;  without  once  reflect- 
ing on  the  inevitable  !confequences,  or  mewing  the 

kail 
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kail  regard  for  the  public  happinefs.  The  neigh- 
bouring ftates  of  greater  power,  ibmetimes  indeed, 
roufe  them  from  their  lethargy  :  but  as  the  mana- 
gers of  the  finances  can  depend  on  the  favour  of  the 
judge,  and  the  affiftance  of  their  fraternity,  they  loon 
relapfe  into  their  former  itate. 

Excepting  fome  few  mountainous  parts  in  the 
Schwartz  or  Black  Foreit,  and  thofe  on  the  Alps, 
the  Dutchy  of  Wiriemberg  may  be  claifed  among  the 
happieit  countries  in  Germany,  and  with  regaid  to 
the  pleafant  intermixture  of  hills  and  vallies,  may 
very  juftly  be  compared  with  Tra  ia,     ThL 

dutchy  is  laid  to  contain  fourteen  prelates  and  ab- 
bots, four  of  whom  are  jointly  fuperintendants-gene- 
ral,  and  thirty-fix  particular  fuperintendants,  and 
about  five  hundred  and  feventy  minifters  of  pariihes  -, 
fevenry-two  fmall  towns  and  drftricts,  twelve  hundred 
villages,  and  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants. 

The  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  immediately  after  the 
repeal  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  might  have  drawn  very 
confiderable  advantages  from  granting  reception  to 
the  French  refugees  •,  not  only  as  there  were  many 
rich  people  among  them,  but  alio  as  leveral  profit- 
able manufactures,  which  have  enriched  Branden- 
burgh  and  other  places,  might  have  been  introduced 
in:o  this  country  :  but  a  blind  zeal  for  religion,  and 
the  clamours  of  the  clergy,  who  gave  out  that  it  was 
better  to  admit  Mahometans  than  Calvinifts,  filled 
the  afiembly  of  the  Hates  with  filch  fears  an.; 
louP.es  as  utterly  fruftratsd  the  good  intentions  of  the 
court.     A  cool  reflection   af  opened  the 

of  the  people  ;  but  it  was  now  too  late,  and  they  had 
only  the  mortifying  profpect  of  feeing  what  a  valu- 
able opportunity  they  had  loll.  . 

On  the  death  of  the  laii  Duke  of  Mompelyard, 
this  princely  territory,  together  with  the  feignory  of 
Etohao  and  Magni  d'Anegon,  a^  being  German 
fiefs,  reverted  to  the  illuilrious  houfe  of  V\  irtemberg 

Stutgard  i 
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Stutgard  •,  but  the  four  lordfhips  of  Blamont,  Cle- 
mont,  Chatelot,  and  Hericourt,  which  produce  an 
annual  revenue  of  above  four  hundred  thoufand 
French  livres,  are  ftill  poflefled  by  the  French. 

On  my  arrival  at  Stutgard,  I  had  the  honour  of 
paying  my  refpe&s  to  the  duchefs,  and  could  not  help 
admiring  her  lingular  goodnefs  and  refignation.  The 
duke  is  of  a  majeftic  prefence,  and  his  noble  quali- 
ties have  gained  him  the  love  and  efteem  of  his  fub- 
jects,  who  inceffantly  offer  up  their  prayers  to  heaven 
for  an  heir  to  their  hereditary  princes :  well  knowing 
that  a  catholic  fucceflion  muft  be  attended  with  very 
fatal  confequences  to  that  country. 

The  houfe  of  Wirtemberg,  among  other  privileges, 
enjoys  the  court-judicature,  a  jewel  of  equal  value 
with  that  of  the  court  of  appeal  among  the  electors. 
The  learned  trearife  written  by  Mr.  Schoopf,  relat- 
ing to  it,  explains  very  minutely  the  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding in  this  court,  and  fufficienrly  fhews  they  might 
be  advanta^eoufly  introduced' into  higher  courts  of 
judicature.  One  advantage  peculiar  to  this  tribunal, 
is  the  fpeedy  difpatch  ot  juftice  •,  all  pleadings  here 
muft  be  verbal ;  nor  is  fentence  ever  delayed  till  the 
fucceeding  day. 

I  never  knew  fo  many  commiffions  for  trivial  matters 
ifluedin  any  country  as  in  this  •,  by  which  means  many 
delays  are  occalioned  in  national  affairs,  the  Hate  and 
commiffion  counfellors  being  moftly  abfent  on  fuch 
commiffions,  fo  that  very  often  three  or  four  only  be- 
longing to  this  court  fhall  be  at  Ludwigfburg.  Such 
tedious  and  expenfive  inquiries  only  tend  to  ruin  the 
fubjecl,  and  enrich  the  commiffioners.  Mr.  Culpis 
ufed  to  call  the  territories  of  Wirtemberg,  Regnum 
Pbarifieorum  et  Scribarum^  "  A  land  of  Scribes  and 
Pharifees -,"  and  probably  this  might  be  one,  per- 
haps the  principal,  reafon  for  fuch  a  farcafm. 

The  duke's  troops  amount  to  four  thoufand  men, 
including  the  contingent  of  the  circle,  which  is  eigh- 
teen hundred. 

The 
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The  order  of  hunting  was  founded  at  the  beginr. 
of  the  prefent  century  j  and  its  ftatutes  renewed  and 
enlarged  in  j  yi  9.  The  companions  of  this  order  en- 
joy the  particular  privilege  of  being  preferred  before 
any  others  to  commanderies,  each  of  which  is  worth 
about  five  hundred  guilders  per  annum.  The  enfign 
of  this  order  is  a  hunting  horn,  being  the  uiual  arms 
of  the  former  counts  of  Urach,  in  which  family  the 
office  of  great  huntfman  of  the  Holy  Roman  empire 
■was  made  hereditary  •,  and  whole  lands,  fome  hun- 
dred years  ago,  fell  to  the  houfe  of  Wirtemberg. 
The  knights  of  the  order  have  a  privilege  of  being 
prefent  at  all  public  folemnities,  3nd  particularly  at 
the  royal  hunting  matches,  and  alfo  thofe  of  the  maf- 
ter  and  companions  of  the  order.  Befide  an  arbi- 
trary number  of  princes  and  perlbns  of  rank,  this 
order  confirms  of  twelve  antient  counts  of  the  empire, 
thirty  knights,  and  a  fecretary.  The  emblem  or. 
the  order  is  a  crofs  of  pure  gold,  refembling  that  of 
Malta  adorned  with  rubies,  having  at  eaah  corner 
an  eagle  of  lolid  gold,  and  between  the  middle  and 
lower  point  of  each,  a  hunting  horn  •,  in  the  center 
is  a  circular  fnield  of  green  enamel,  on  one  fide  of 
which  is  a  golden  W,  furmouhted  with  a  ducal  coro- 
net, the  emblem  of  Wirtemberg,  and  on  the  other 
fide  the  arms  of  that  dutchy,  being  three  gold  hunt- 
ing horns  twifled  together.  This  crofs  is  commonly 
pendant  to  a  very  broad  crjmfon  ribbon  watered, 
worn  over  the  left  moulder,  and  hangi'r^  down  to 
the  right  fide.  On  the  left  breaft  of  their  yo.it  they 
wear  an  embroidered  filver  ftar,  in  the  renter  of 
which  is  the  emblem  of  the  order,  and  round  it  the 
motto,  AmiciticC  viriutifquc  fccdusy  "  the  bond  of 
virtue  and  friendfhip,"  embroidered  with  gold  on  a 
green  circle.  The  feftival  on  which  the  general 
chapter  is  held,  is  that  of  St.  Hubert's  clay  •,  and 
wherever  the  fovereign  of  the  order  happens  on  that 
day  to  be,  there  is  a  grand  hunting  match.  Thole 
who  cannot  poffibly  appear  at  the  chapter,  mult,   it 
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poflible,  celebrate  the  day  with  a  hunt,  and  other  ex- 
jpreffions  of  loyalty.     If  any  knight  be  feen  in  pub- 
lic, without  the  crofs,  he  forfeits  to  the  informer  a 
pair  of  elegant  piftols,  and  alio  twenty  fixdollars  td 
the  poor.     But  whoever  negledh,  during  a  year  ancf 
a  day,  to  wear  the  enligns  of  the  order,  is  degraded. 
The  duke  is  very  fond  of  hunting,  and  from  the 
nature  of  his  country,  has  better  opportunities  of  in- 
dulging that  paffion,  than  almoft  any  prince  of  Ger- 
many.    It  is  the  cuftomary  method  in  London,  Pa- 
ris, and  other  large  cities,  to  calculate  the  number  of 
inhabitants  from  the  bills  of  mortality •,   in  the  fame 
manner  a  conjecture  may  be  formed,  of  the  prodigi- 
ous quantity  of  deer  in  this  country,  from  the  num- 
ber that  perifh  in  a  fevere  winter  :  it  is  laid,  that  dur- 
ing the  winters  of  1731  and  1739,  above  twenty  thou- 
faiad  head  of  red  deer  and  wild  boars  were  deliroyed. 
The  number  of  hunting  feats  belonging  to  the 
d  u'ke  of  Wirtemberg  is  confiderable  j  and  thefe  he 
vifits  alternately,  according  to  the  feafons  for  hunt- 
ing the  deer  or  wild  boar  •,  by  which  means  he  vifits 
his  principal  foreRs  once  in  five  years. 

A  Very  ancient  cuftom  prevails  through  the  whole 
country  of  Wirtemberg,  of  decorating  their  apart- 
ments and  galleries  with  large  horns  of  deer  ;  and  it 
is  natural  to  imagine  that  thefe  decorations  are  not 
wanting  at  hunting  feats.  At  Waldeburg,  over  the 
largeft  horns  are  written  the  names  of  thofe  perfons 
whe  fliot  the  deer  :  and  the  dexterity  of  the  reigning 
duke,  has  filled  fame  rooms  with  them.  At  the  hunt- 
ing feat  of  Einfidel  in  Schonbuch,  about  half  a  mile 
diltance  from  Tubingen,  among  others  are  to  be 
(ecn  two  remarkable  horns  of  deer,  which  in  rutting 
time  the  creatures  thruit  into  each  others  branches, 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  di 'engage 
them,  lb  that  both  the  Creatures  died  on  the  fpbt,  A 
curioflty  of  the  fame  kind  is  depofited  in  the  Royal 
Mufeum  at  Copenhagen.  At  Einfidel  is  a  large 
Jiawthorn,  raifeiiKtm  a  twig,  brought  by  Everhar- 
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where  he  commanded  the  Schonen  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, he  had  the  misfortune  of  being  taken  prifoner. 
The  czar  offered  him  a  commifiion,  but  he  anlwered, 
**  While  I  have  a  drop  of  blood  in  my  veins,  I  will 
employ  it  in  the  fervice  of  my  benefactor  the  king  of 
Sweden."  The  czar  was  fo  charmed  with  this  gene- 
rous anfwer,  he  gave  him  his  liberty;  and  alfo  pre- 
fented  him  with  the  fword  he  then  wore.  Whether, 
from  an  ill-timed  gratitude  to  the  Ruffians,  he  drank 
too  liberally  at  parting,  or  whether  the  fatigues  of  the 
preceeding  campaigns  broke  his  conftitution,  is  not 
certainly  known  :  however  the  prince,  on  his  return 
to  Wirtemberg,  was  in  the  fame  year,  namely  1709, 
leized  with  a  violent  fever,  of  which  he  died  in  the 
2 1  ft  year  of  his  age,  when  youth  was  in  its  higheft 
bloom,  and  his  hopes  well  founded,  that  by  his  mar- 
riage with  the  princefs  Ulrica,  he  mould  one  day  fill 
the  throne  of  Sweden. 

The  inhabitants  of  Wirtemberg  carried  on  formerly, 
and  even  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  a 
confiderable  trade  to  Bavaria  with  their  Necker  wines. 
Both  provinces  found  their  account  in  this  commerce;, 
the  Bavarians,  inftead  of  ready  money,  paying  the 
value  of  the  wine  in  fait.  But  when  the  imperialifts 
became  mailers  of  Bavaria,  affairs  were  conducted  in 
a  different  manner,  and  this  electorate  furnilhed  with 
wines  from  the  neighbouring  countries  of  Auftria, 
Tirol  and  Franconia. 

The  importation  of  Franconian  wines  was  greatly 
promoted  by  the  imperial  minifter ;  count  Lowen- 
fbein,  as  it  was  of  the  greater!  advantage  to  his  eftates 
lying  in  that  country:  and  this  trade  ftill  continues., 
notwithstanding  it  is  doubly  detrimental  to  the  Wir- 
tembergers ;  for  the  wines  will  not  keep  any  long 
time,  and  they  are  obliged  to  purchafe  fait  with  ready 
money. 

This  country,  befide  its  arable  lands  and  vineyards, 
has  likewife  excellent  mineral  fprings,  of  which  I  mail 
only  at  prefent  mention  the  baths  and  waters  of  Boi- 
ler, 
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ler,    Zaiienhaufer,   Wild,    Telnacher,  Liebenzellcr, 
Rtthenauer  and  Goppinger. 

I  mult  however  add,  with  regard  to  the  policy,  of 
this  country,  that  in  all  the  cities,  towns,  and  large 
villages,  they  have  a  certain  kind  of  officers,  called 
private  overieers,  who  infpect  offences,  clandestine 
meetings,  and  other  enormities  of  their  fellow  burgh- 
ers, making  a  report  to  the  magistrates. of  the  place, 
in  order  that  a  further  inquiry  may  be  made.  Thele 
private  cenlbrs  or  inquifitors  are  abfolutely  unknown 
to  all  but  the  magi  ft  rates,  and  are  fworn  to  difcharge 
their  office  faithfully.  They  have  no  falary,  but  are 
always  preferred  before  any  other  peribns,  to  fome 
place  or  employment  in  the  magistracy.  As  the  ac- 
cufer  is  constantly  concealed,  it  may  be  productive 
of  fcveral  abufes,  mould  their  bare  reports  ever  be 
eSteemed  Sufficient  evidence,  instead  of  information 
This  regulation  has  a  near  affinity  with  the  denuncie 
fecrete,  or  fecret  informations  at  Venice  ;  and  1  much 
queftion  whether  any  fuch  thing  is  to  be  met  with  in 
all  Germany  befide. 

Stutgard  is  fituated  in  a  pleafant  country,  inter- 
iperfed  with  gardens  and  vineyards  •,  lb  that,  had  the 
money  expended  at  Ludwigfburg,  been  employed 
here  in  building  a  Stately  palace  near  Berge  or  Cau- 
ftadt;  it  would  have  been  equal  to  molt  in  Europe, 
with  regard  to  the  beauty  of  its  fituation.  Littie  no- 
tice is  however  taken'  of  that  truly  noble  palace  at 
Stutgard;  this  is  already  particularly  perceived  in 
the  banqueting- houie,  where  the  ridottos  were  for- 
merly kept.  This  Uructure  merits  the  observation 
of  every  traveller,  on  account  of  its  hall,  with  which 
few  in  Europe  are  comparable  :  it  is  two  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  long,  eighty  in  breadth,  and  ninety  in 
'height-,  without  having  a  linglr  pillar  to  Support  its 
arched  roof,  which  is  very  ingenioufly  fattened  toge- 
ther by  means  of  wooden  Screws.      I  he  ( ieling  i 

ited  with  Scripture  hiftories  •-  but  the  fcdes*  with 
news  of  belonging  to  the  dutchyof 
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Wirtemberg,  and  fome  merry  adventures  chat  hap- 
pened at  the  hunting  matches. 

There  is  at  prefent  nothing  remarkable  in  the  du- 
cal palace  but  the  main  ftair-cafe,  which  afcends  fo 
■gradually  without  fteps,  that  one  may  rLic  up  cr 
down  it. 

Ludwigfburg,  which  is  two  leagues  diftant  from 
Stutgard,  was  formerly  only  a  Hall,  or  houie  for 
breeding  of  cattle  ;  nor  is  there  any  probability  that 
the  duke  at  firft  intended  to  lay  out  fuch  quantities 
of  money  as  he  has  done,,  fince  the  countefs  of  Gra- 
yenitz  gained  the  afcendant;  and  his  highnefs  began 
to  conceive,  by  degrees,  a  greater  diilike  to  Stutgard, 
where  his  confort  the  duchefs  refided.  It  mufc  be 
allowed  that  the  palace  is  one  of  the  fined  buildings 
in  Germany.  And  many. are  of  opinion,  that  it  is 
.at  prefent  carried  beyond  perfection,  as  the  prodigi- 
ous height  of  the  new  buildings  intercept  the  profpcct 
of  the  gardens,  and  by  that  means  leifen  its  former 
beauty.  On  account  of  the  continual  carriage  of 
ftone,  timber,  lime,  &c.  no  pavement  has  yet  been 
thought  on,  fo  that  a  perfon  is  greatly  incommoded, 
either  by  the  great  quantity  of  duft-  flying,  or  in 
rainy  weather  by  the  mud  and  clay  -,  notwithitanding 
which,  moft  of  the  chambers  have  already  been  moved 
hither,  to  the  great  detriment  of  thofe  GfHcers  who 
have  houfes  of  their  own  at  Stutgard. 

The  palace  is  quite  new  furnifhed :  and  in  parti- 
cular the  looking-glafs  and  lackered  clofet,  are  worth 
feeing  •,  as  alio  the  large  flair-cafe  for  ambaffadors,  its 
beautiful  cieling,  and  the  gallery  of  paintings.  Among 
thefe  are  fome  exquifite  night-pieces,  and  a  great 
variety  of  fine  pictures  of  dogs  and  horfes,  efpecially 
that  of  a  black  wolf,  which  had  long  been  kept  at 
court:  he  was  called  Melak,  followed  the  duke  every 
where,  and  ilept  near  his  bed.  He  was  once  with  the 
duke  in  the  army  upon  the  Rhine,  but  the  campaign 
continuing  till  the  weather  grew  cold,  Melak'was  tired 
of  the  field, 'and  fcund  very  unexpectedly  at  Lud- 

Vol.  IV,  S  wiglburg, 
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wigfburg,  before  the  duke's  chamber-door  ;  no  body 
knowing  how  he  croilcd  the  Rhine.  In  the  Tame 
manner  he  ftole  away  from  Frankfort,  without  tak- 
ing his  leave,  probably  not  much  liking  the  firing  of 
fo  many  guns  at  the  emperor's  coronation  in  171  r. 
Whatever  his  fidelity  might  be  to  the  duke,  he  was 
ily  and  mifchievous  to  others  ;  and  once  bit  a  large 
piece  out  of  colonel  Forftner's  back,  when  no  fuch 
thing,  was  expected. 

The  chapel  of  the  palace  is  very  elegant,  but  fome- 
thing  too  fmall,  and  has  this  great  inconvenience  at- 
tending it,  namely,  that  near  the  veftry  feveral  com- 
mon fewers  meet  together.  One  would  almoft  be- 
lieve that  this  was  done  on  purpofe  by  the  Popifh 
architects,  among  whom  Frifoni  was  the  chief;  it 
muft  however  be  owned,  that  thefe  Italians  are  fuch 
ingenious  arriits,  that  they  commit  very  few  miftakes 
in  fuch  ftately  itructures. 

The  duke  expends  a  great  deal  of  money  in  fluds 
of  horfes,  of  which  he  is  a  great  lover,  and  a  good 
judge.  At  prefent  he  has  three  fets  of  horfes,  each 
confiftirg  of  eight,  which  the  coachman,  without  the 
help  of  a  poitilion,  can  manage,  though  at  the  fame 
time  they  perform  all  the  curvets  of  the  manege  ; 
and  fometimes  the  duke  himfelf  is  fcen  on  the  coach- 
box. In  honour  of  this  prince  it  mult  be  {aid,  that 
hard  drinking  is  not  lb  much  in  repute  at  his  court  as 
formerly  it  has  been  :  however,  any  one  who  defires 
to  be  honoured  after  the  ancient  cuftora,  will  not  be 
long  here,  before  he  finds  perfons  rea  ratify  his 

inclinations. 

The  caitle  of  Hohin-Tubingen  is  at  prefent  co 
dered  only  as  a  hunting  feat,  whither  the  duke  uiually 
retires  with  his  court  once  in  ars.     The  city  of 

Tubingen,  which  is  fituated  near  the  mountain,  con- 
iifts  of  about  Jive  thoufand  fouls,  and  is  celebrated 
for  its  univeriity.  The  vallies  of  Ammer,  Stacker, 
and  Luftenauer,  render  the  fituation  of' this  place  as 
agreeable  as  moil  in  Germany.     In  the  caitle  are 

6  apart- 
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apartments  ;  and  formerly  it  mud  have  been  looked 
upon  as  a  place  of  considerable  ftrength,  being,  be- 
iide  the  declivity  of  the  mountain,  encompafled  with 
a  deep  foffe.  It  is  vaulted  underneath,  and  among 
other  cellars,  there  is  one  which  cannot  be  equalled ; 
being  dug  in  the  rock,  and  lined  with  free-ftone, 
three  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  upward  of  twenty 
in  heighth.  The  thicknefs  of  the  vault  is  two  and 
twenty  feet,  and  at  one  end  of  this  {lands  an  empty 
wine-cafk,  which  was  made  in  the  year  1548,  four 
and  twentv  feet  Ions:  and  fixceen  high.  This  cellar 
communicates  with  another,  where  there  is  a  large 
well  of  fine  clear  water,  walled  in,  and  three  hun- 
dred fathoms  in  depth,  fo  that  there  is  no  poffibility 
of  coming  at  the  water.  The  reverberating  found 
caufed  by  throwing  a  {tone  into  it,  or  firing  apiftol, 
has  fomething  awfully  aftonilhing. 

On  the  Tubingen  foundation,  including  thofe  who 
are  in  the  country  vicarages,  there  are  conftantly  three 
hundred  ftudents  of  divinity,  on  whofe  application 
and  good  behaviour  a  Uriel:  eye  is  kept.  They  meet 
twice  a  day  in  the  greateft  order  and  decorum  at  their 
meals,  at  which  times,  one  of  them  by  turns  preaches 
a  fermon. 

According  to  the  fundamental  laws  in  the  dutchy 
of  "Wirtemberg,  all  officers,  civil  and  ecclefiaflical, 
from  the  higher!  to  the  loweil,  mult,  at  their  adrnif- 
iion  into  employments,  fubferibe  the  Formula  Con- 
cordis  ;  but,  for  fome  years  paft,  this  has  not  been 
ilrictly  infifted  upon. 

Among  the  curiofities  of  the  univerfity  library  at 
Tubingen,  upward  of  ikvm  thoufand  lermons  are 
{hewn,  which  the  celebrated  Crufius  wrote  in  Greek, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  minifter,  though  they  were 
delivered  in  German. 

How  far  a  rational  principle,  mutual  affection,  and 
comparifon  of  ideas  may  be  afcribed  to  animals,  1  will 
not  at  prefent  determine  ;  but  allure  you  that  the  fol- 
lowing adventure  of  a  tame  ftork,  fome  years  ago  in 

S  2  the 
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the  univerfity  of  Tubingen,  is  literally  true.      This 
bird  lived  quietly  in  the  court-yard,   till  count  Victor 
Gravenitz,    then  a  ftudent  there,  fhot  with  ball  at  a 
ftork's    neft  adjacent   to   the  college,  and  probably 
wounded  £he  ftork  then  in  it,  as  he  was  obferved  for 
ibine  weeks  not  to  flir  out  of  the  neft.     This   hap- 
pened in  autumn,  when  foreign  ftorks  begin  their  pe- 
riodical emigrations.     In  the  enfuing  fpring,  a  ftork 
was  obferved  on  the  roof  of  the  college,  and  by  its 
inceffant  chattering,  gave  the  tame  ftork,  walking  be- 
low in  the  area,  to  underftand  that  it  would  be  glad 
of  its  company.     But  this  was  a  thing  impracticable, 
on  account  of  its  wings  being  dipt  •,  which  induced 
the  ftranger,    with  the  utmoft  precaution,    firft    to 
come  down  to  the  upper  gallery,  the  next  day  fome- 
thing  lower,  and  at  laft,  after  a  g$eat  deal  of  cere- 
mony, quite  into  the  court.     The  tame  ftork,  which 
was  confcious  of  no  harm,  went  to  meet  him  with  a 
foft  chearful  note,  and  a  fincere  intention  of  giving 
him  a  friendly  reception  ■,  when,  to  his  great  furprife, 
the  other  fell  upon  him  with   the  utmoft  fun'.     The 
Spectators  prefent,  indeed,  for  that  time  drove  away 
the  foreign  ftork  •,  but  this  was  fo  far  from  intimidating 
him,  that  he  came  again  the  next  day  to  the  charge, 
and  during  the  whole  fummer,   cont  nual  fkirmifhes 
were  interchanged  between  them.      Mr.  G.  R.  v.  F. 
had  given  orders  that  the  tame  ftork  fhould  not  be 
aftifted,  as  haying  only  a  fingle  antagonift  to  encoun- 
ter :  and  by  being  thus  obliged   to  lhirt  for  hi  mi  elf, 
he  came  to  it  and  better  on  his  guard,  and  made  fuch 
a  gallant  defence,  that  at  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
the  ftranger  had  no  great  advamage  to  boaft  of.     But 
next  fpring,  inftead  of  a  fingle  ftork  came  four,  which, 
without   any  of  the  foregoing  ceremonies,  alighted 
at  once  in  the  college  area,  and  directly  attacked   the 
tame  ftork,  who  indeed,  in  the  view  of  feveral  (pec- 
tators  Handing  in  the  galleries,  performed  feats  even 
above  human  valour,  if  I  maj    ufe  thai  exprel        i 
nding  himfelf  by  the  arms  nature  had  given  him, 
fi  with 
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with  the  utmoft  bravery  -,  till  at  length  being  over- 
powered by  fuperior  numbers,  his  ftrength  and  coil* 
rage  began  to  fail,  when  very  unexpected  auxiliaries 
came  in  to  his  aftiftance  :  all  the  turkies,  ducks, 
geefe,  and  the  reft  of  the  fowls  that  were  brought  up 
in  the  court,  to  whom,  undoubtedly,  this  gentle 
itork's  mild  and  friendly  behaviour  had  endeared  him, 
without  the  leaft  dread  of  the  danger,  formed  a  kind 
of  rampart  round  him,  under  the  fhelter  of  which 
he  might  make  an  honourable  retreat  from  fo  un- 
equal an  encounter:  and  even  a  peacock,  which  be- 
fore never  could  live  in  friendfhip  with  him,  on  this 
emergency,  took  the  part  of  oppreffed  innocence, 
and  was,  if  not  a  true  bottomed  friend,  at  leaft  a 
favourable  judge  on  the  ftork's  fide.  Upon  this,  a 
ftricter  watch  was  kept  againft  fuch  traiterous  incur- 
jftons  of  the  enemy,  and  a  ftop  put  to  more  blood- 
Jlied ;  till  at  laft,  about  the  beginning  of  the  third 
fpring,  about  twenty  ftorks  fuddenly  alighted  in  the 
court  with  the  greateft  fury ;  and  before  the  poor 
ftork's  faithful  life-guards  could  form  themfelves,  or 
any  of  the  people  come  in  to  his  aiiiftance,  they  de- 
prived him  of  life,  though  by  exerting  his  ufual  gal- 
lantry, they  paid  dear  for  the  purchafe.  The  male- 
volence of  thefe  ftrangers  againft  this  innocent  crea- 
ture, could  proceed  from  no  other  motive,  than  the 
jhot  fired  by  count  Victor  from  the  college,  and 
which  they  doubtlefs  fufpected,  was  done  by  the  in- 
stigation of  the  tame  ftork. 

For  the  conveniency  of  the  duke's  hunting-feats, 
and  the  horfes  he  keeps  among  the  mountains,  feme 
good  water-works  have  been  conftructed  near  Urach, 
where  experiments  may  be  made  of  the  petrifying 
quality  of  thefe  waters,  by  fufpending  different  bo- 
dies therein,  which  gradually  become  crufted  over 
with  ftone.  Thefe  water-works*are  about  the  middle 
from  the  mountain,  near  two  contiguous  fprings, 
the  one  entirely  clear,  but  the  other  gravelly  •,  the  lat- 
ter of  which  works  the  engine.  The  whole  moun- 
S  2  tain. 
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tain  feems  almoit  entirely  to  confift  of  Stalaclitae,  and 
iii  fome  of  its  caves  the  tops  and  fides  are  adorned 
with  very  beautiful  pieces,  exactly  refembling  fugar- 
caridy  and  white  coral. 

As  I  have  mentioned  Urach,  I  muft  not  pafs  over 
in  filence  a  lingular  machine,  kept  lip  at  a  great  ex- 
pence,  near  the  lower  palace  :  it  is  called  the  Holz- 
rutfche,  or  Aiding  roller  -,  and  is  compofed  of  an  iron 
canal  or  tube,  above  nine  hundred  feet  in  length, 
through  which  the  wood  felled  on  the  hinder  part  of 
the  All),  or  in  theforeft  beyond  Urach,  where  there 
is  great  plenty  of  beech  and  fire-wood,  after  being  cut 
into  pieces  or  logs,  is  carried  down  through  this 
fmooth,  and  entirely  clofe  canal,  from  a  fteep  emi- 
nence, with  a  violent  force,  and  mo(r.  hideous  noife. 
By  this  contrivance,  a  tedious  and  troublefome  cir- 
cuit is  faved,  and  Stutgard  furniihed  with  fuel  from 
the  mountain.  In  fpring  and  autumn,  when  the  wa- 
ters are  high,  the  wood  is  floated  from  the  forclt 
down  the  Neckar,  and  landed  at  Berge  near  Stut- 
gard. They  have  erected  fait  works  at  Suly  ;  but 
have  hitherto  only  been  able  to  furnilh  two  or  three 
neighbouring  diftricTts  with  that  commodity. 

The  firft  town  I  arrived  at  after  my  departure  from 
Stutgard,  was  Durlach,  a  place  which  has  experi- 
enced almoft  the  fame  turns  of  good  and  bad  fortune. 
Here  the  confort  of  the  rein-nine*  margrave,  a  filler  of 
the  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  keeps  a  folitary  court,  with 
the  moil  placid  refignation  under  her  troubl 

Karlfruh,  to  which  the  margrave  has  removed  his 
refidence,  lies  half  a  league  farther  toward  the  Rhine: 
it  is  a  regularly  built  town,  of  above  three  hundred 
houfes,  both  which,  and  ;'  e  palace,  are  built  onlv 
of  timber  and  brick.     The  houles  iir  \  ly  round 

the  palace  arc  the  largeft,   and  provided   with  piaz- 

walk  at  all  times. 

Notwithftanding  the  foundation  Hone  of  this  pa- 

.vas  laid  half  of  the 

right  wing  is  flill  wanting,   the  work  having  been  in- 

rmitted 
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termitted  for  fome  years.  The  main  object  attended 
to  here,  is  the  turret  on  the  body  of  the  building, 
from  whence  there  is  a  profpeel,  not  only  into  all  the 
principal  ftreets  which  are  divided  by  three  other 
crofs  ftreets,  but  alfo  into  twenty-five  walks,  fome 
planted  with  trees,  and  others  cut  through  the  woods  ; 
in  which  refpect,  no  other  prince's  feat  can  be  com- 
pared with  this  ;  and  befide,  the  woods  are  planned 
out  into  a  variety  of  other  curious  walks  ;  fome  of 
which  bear  the  names  of  thofe  minifters  who  ferved 
his  highnefs  at  that  time,  as  moil  of  the  ftreets  in 
jhe  town  are  called  after  princes. 

Raftadt  lies  two  ftages  and  a  quarter  from  Karl- 
fruh  ;  but  no  traveller  will  repent  his  turning  a  little 
on  the  left  hand,  toward  the  Favorita,  built  by  the 
lady  dowager  of  the  late  margrave  of  Baden-baden, 
of  the  moil  modern  taixe.  Here  is  a  chamber  of 
very  fine  porcelain,  and  a  looking-glafs  cabinet  con- 
taining numerous  curiofities,  both  of  nature  and  art : 
among  others,  are  above  forty  good  pictures  of  the 
faid  lady,  in  the  different  mafquerade  dreffes  £he  wore 
on  feveral  occafions  in  her  youth.  The  fame  look  is 
every  where  obfervable,  amidft  the  feveral  alterations 
in  the  complexion  and  beauty,  through  fuch  a  long 
teries  of  time.  I  do  not  know  of  any  better  fet  of 
portraits  •,  and  they  alfo  may  be  juftly  compared  to 
Ruben's  performances  in  the  Luxemburg  gallery, 
where  queen  Mary  de  Medics  is  exhibited  in  a  great 
variety  of  representations  and  habits, 

In  the  lower  rooms,  one  fees  with  great  pl-afure 
the  excellent  order  of  the  kitchen,  larder,  difpenfary, 
wafh-houfe,  Sec.  and  accordingly  the  lady  dowager 
takes  a  particular  pieafure  in  bringing  her  gutfts 
through  thefe  fabterranean  offices.  At  the  end  of 
the  little  orangery,  to  the  left-hand,  is  a  pheafant 
garden,  and  to  the  right,  a  wild  thicket  leading  to 
the  hermitage.  The  houfe  is  fituated  in  the  middle 
of  the  wood;  and  the  outfide  walls  of  it  are  covered 
with  pretty  large  pieces  of  bark.     The  door  feerns  to 

S  4  reft 
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reft  on  old  (locks  of  trees  •,  and  within  are  only  to  be 
feen  coarfe  ftatues  of  the  Meffiah,  of  Joieph  and 
Mary,   a  mean  bed  without  ar.  ins,  an  altar 

without  ornaments  •,  and  at  the  corners  of  the  nar- 
row walks  in  the  garden  (land  woo  len  ftatues  of  old 
hermits  as  big  as  life,  and  fome  of  them  in  hairy 
habits  :  the  niches  for  thele,  like  the  door,  are  lup- 
ported  by  old  and  decayed  trunks  of  trees.  This 
Jiermitage  is  dire£tly  the  reverfe  of  that  at  Nymphen- 
burg,  which  exhibits  fome  grandeur  under  a  con- 
cealed pomp  :  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  that  of  Ba- 
den derives  its  agreeablenefs  from  the  exact  imita- 
tion of  natural  iimplicity,  and  unartifkial  difpofi- 
tion  of  a  foiitude,  calculated  for  religious  contempla- 
tion. 

A  league  from  the  Favorita  lies  Raftadt :  it  is  re- 
gularly built  with  ftreets  and  fquares,  The  palace  is 
a  {lately  ftruclure,  and  has  from  the  center  a  view  of 
three  ftreets,  the  middlemoft  of  which  terminates  in 
a  long  walk.  The  palace  indeed  is  not  yet  finifhed  •, 
and  the  garden  particularly  will  require  a  good  deal 
of  labour  to  render  it  equal  to  the  build 

Few  people  are  icen  in  the  ftreets,  and  every  tl 
wears  the  aipeel  of  foiitude. 

The  palace  of  Raftadt  was  built  by  the  late  mar- 
grave, of  whole  great  fkill  in  military  affairs,  i 
prince   Eugene  declared,  u  that  had  he  himfelf  the. 
margrave  of  Baden's  experience,  or  the  mar  .rave  his 
good  fortune,  one  of  thefe  two  muft  be  the 
neral  in  Europe." 

Formerly  many  valuable  paintings  were  depofited 
in  the  palace  of- Raftadt ;  but  their  nun:  very 

much  diminilhed  through  the  zeal  of  father  Mt 
who  at  liril  had  a  great  afcendancy  o\er  the   i 
chioneis  duwager  of  Baden,  till   this  influence  funk 
underthej:  werofcardir  The  zeal  of  this 

ecclefiaftic  was  inch,  that  pictures  abo>  hou- 

fanci  burnt  by  his  order,  becaufq 

they  . 

Ev 
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Every  traveller  fliquld  vifit  the  fine  Scala  Santa  in 
f:he  new  chapel  of  the  palace.  The  margrave's  re- 
venue, befide  what  he  has  from  his  mother,  is  com- 
puted at  four  hundred  thoufand  guilders. 

It  is  but  one  ftage  from  Raftadt  to  Stollhofen  ;  and 
the  whole  country  through  which  you  pafs  is  very 
fertile  and  delightful  -,  turnips,  in  particular,  abound 
here."  "  Kehl  is  reckoned  half  a  ftage  diftant  from 
Strafburg  :  and  at  a  French  toll-houfe  upon  the  bridge, 
every  box  pays  fix  creutzers. 

Strafburg  is  a  large  and  ancient  city,  but  it  has 
no  fine  buildings.  It  is  an  hour  and  three  quarters 
walk  round  the  ramparts  •,  but  remarkably  pleafant, 
a  row  of  trees  being  planted  all  around  •,  and  in  fome 
places,  two  or  three  rows  together.  At  prefent  they 
are  carrying  on  ibme  new  works  on  the  fide  toward 
Kehl  fort,  in  order  to  join  more  clofely  the  city  to 
the  citadel ;  and  for  this  purpofe  the  burghers  are 
obliged  to  give  up  the  interjacent  fields  and  meadows, 
for  which  indeed  they  are  promifed  payment ;  but 
when  they  (hall  receive  it,  time  alone  muft  difcover. 
After  the  taking  of  this  city,  which  was  in  the  year 
3681,  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  in  the  fame  man- 
ner to  relinquith  fome  part  of  their  fruitful  meadows 
for  the  new  fortifications ;  but  hitherto,  they  have 
been  fo  far  from  receiving  the  promifed  fatisfaction, 
that  thofe  who  v/ere  fortunate  enough  to  procure  any 
thing,  were  forced  to  content  themfelves  with  half 
fhe  value.  An  engineer,  after  fome  years  afliduity, 
has  lately  finifhed  a  v/ooden  model  of  the  whole  city, 
in  which  every  particular  houfe  is  fo  diftinftly  de- 
fcribed,  that  fcarce  a  window  or  chimney  is  omitted. 
This  model  was  fome  time  fince  depofited  in  a  large 
hall ;  but  is  now  at  Paris. 

The  new  citadel  toward  the  Rhine,  as  well  as 
the  town,  Hands  on  a  plain ;  and  the  fortifications 
of  both  make  no  very  linking  appearance. 

Kehl  may  be  cannonaded  from  the  citadel,  in  which 
are  laid  up  the  old  arms  taken  from  the  burehers  in 
"■'  '  ~  1681. 
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1 68 1.  The  neighbourhood  of  fome  marfh  landaf 
formed  by  the  Rhine,  renders  the  air  of  the  citadel 
fa  unhealthful,  that  diflempers  rage  among  the  inha- 
bitants moft  part  of  the  year.  It  is,  however,  at  pre- 
fent,  an  academy  for  above  an  hundred  cadets,  or 
young  gentlemen,  who  are  instructed  in  mathema- 
tics and  for Mri cation.  The  innate  ardour  and  fire  of 
the  nation,  together  with  the  volatility  and  uliial  wild- 
nels  of  youth,  which  does  not  fubfide  in  the  French, 
till  they  are  pretty  far  advanced  in  years,  occafion 
continual  broils  among  themfelves,  and  Hill  more 
with  other  people ;  for  which  reafon  they  are  locked 
lip,  as  it  were,  in  the  citadel,  and  only  a  few  per- 
mitted to  go  out  at  a  time.  They  have  here,  how- 
ever, the  beft  opportunity  for  improvement,  not 
only  from  the  excellent  mailers  that  muft  of  conle- 
quence  be  found  amonrj  lb  great  a  number  of  engn- 
neers,  but  alio  from  the  advantage  of  viewing  thole 
excellent  fortifications  of  Landau,  Fort  Lewis,  Bri- 
i'c,  8j  c.  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Straiburg  •,  where 
the  celebrated  Vauban,  Cphorn,  and  other  great  mak 
ters  in  this  fcience,  exhausted  all  their  art. 

The  garrifon  of  Strafburg  commonly  amounts  to 
between  eight  and  ten  thoufand  men  -,  and  from  the 
officers  pay  a  monthly  deduction  is  made  for  the  Sup- 
port of  the  theatre  -,  for  which  reafon  they  a] 
have  a  free  admittance  into  the  pit :  and  it  is  thought 
that  fuch  amufenients  are  provided  for  them  from  pru- 
dential reafons,  as  they  prevent  many  other  difor- 
id  more  pernicious  meetings.  Sometimes  a 
pany  of  officers  agree  to  act  fome  famous  comedy 
or  tragedy  themfelves  j  and  in  which  they  fucceed 
much   b  in  the  order  of  knighthood  they 

lately  in  The  members  of  this  order 

themfe]        I        ali    s  pie  la  Pi    •  *k  the 

"   ;The  rules  of  their  inftitu- 
•    were,  that  thing  fbpuld  be  in  common, 

»-iid  :.  the  fociety  had  two  neceffary 

chin.  I  e  lame  kind,  in  his  . 


STRASBURG.  267 

bellow  one  of  them  on  an  indigent  brother ;  but 
.  every  kind  of  fuperfluity  was  to  be  burnt  and  de- 
ftroyed.  It  may  eafily  be  imagined  that  few  rich  per- 
sons entered  into  this  fociety,  and  confequently  this 
order,  how  commendable  foever,  could  not  long 
fubfift. 

The  river  Prufche  runs  through  the  city,  and  the 
111  wafhes  its  walls.  The  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the 
inhabitants  change  with  the  times.  The  drefs  of  the 
Strafburg  young  ladies,  with  their  rich  hats,  broad 
over  their  foreheads,  and  terminating  on  each  fide 
In  a  peek  of  conliderable  length ;  together  with  the 
multiplicity  of  plaits  in  their  gowns,  are  now  out  of 
fafhion,  they  all  affecting  to  drefs  according  to  the 
French  mode. 

The  cathedral  is  the  principal  flruc"hire  in  Straff 
burg  that  merits  obfervation.  It  was,  after  the  fur- 
render  of  the  city,  taken  from  the  Lutherans  and 
given  to  the  Roman  Catholics.  The  foundation 
of  this  church  Hands  in  water,  and  a  fort  of  clay. 
And  not  many  years  iince,  there  was  a  paffage  round 
the  lower'  vaults  for  a  fmall  boat ;  but  at  prefent  it 
is  walled  up.  The  whole  fcruclure  was  rimmed  in 
the  year  1449  •,  fo  that  the  Proteflants  are  not  at  all 
chargeable  with  the  fatiric  pieces  of  fculpture,  which, 
a  few  years  ago,  were  to  be  feen  on  the  cornices  of 
this  church,  and  reprefented  monkies,  affes,  hogs,  &c. 
in  monkifh  habits ;  and  among  others,  a  monk  tak- 
ing very  indecent  freedoms  with  a  nun  lying  by  him  ■„ 
but  at  prefent  the  greater!  part  of  thefe  indecent  ima- 
ges are  defaced. 

[Bifhop  Bufriet's  account  of  the  figures  is  as  fol- 
lows. '  There  is  a  proceffion  reprefented,  in  which 
a  hog  carrieth  the  pot  with  the  holy  water,  and  affes 
and  hogs  in  prieftly  veftments  follow  to  make  up  the 
proceffion.  There  is  alio  an  afs  Handing  before  an 
altar,  as  if  he  were  going  to  confecrate  ;  and  one 
carrieth  a  cafe  with  reliques,  within  which  one  feetti 

a  fox  5 
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a  fox;  and  the  trains  of  all  that  go  in  this  procefllon 
arc  fupported  by  monkies.  This  feerns  to  have  been 
made  in  hatred  of  the  monks,  whom  the  fecular 
clergy  abhorred  at  that  time,  becaule  they  had  dr 
the  wealth  and  the  following  of  the  world  after  them  •, 
and  they  had  expofed  the  fecular  clergy  fo  much  for 
their  ignorance,  that  it  is  probable,  after  fume  age, 
the  monks  falling  under  the  fame  contempt,  the 
fecular  clergy  took  their  turn  in  expoiing  them  in  fo 
lafting  a  reprefentation  to  the  fcorn  of  the  world. 
There  is  alio  in  the  pulpit  a  nun,  cut  in  wood,  lyit't: 
along,  and  a  friar  lying  near  her,  with  his  breviary 
open  before  her,  and  his  hand  under  the  nun's  habit  •, 
and  the  nun's  fact  are  mod  with  iron  fhces.'] 

The  ornaments  prefented  to  this  cathedral  by  L 
XIV.  are  very  rich  and  fplendid.  It  is  laid  that  fifty 
perfons  were  employed  about  them  eleven  years,  and 
that  they  coft  fix  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  This 
prefent,  befide  three  fets  of  priefts  veltments  and  altar 
lurniture,  confifts  of  fix  large  filter  candlefticks, 
which  require  a  ftrong  man  to  carrv  each  of  them, 
and  a  crucifix  of  double  the  weight.  The  whole 
feven  pieces  weigh  fixteen  hundred  marcs. 

In  this  church  is  likewife  a  large  clock,  which  ex- 
hibits the  varjpus  motions  of  the  planets  :  the  com- 
mon people  are  highly  plealed  with  the  images  ftep- 
ping  forward,  and  a  cock  crowing,  though  very 
hoarfely.  I  rank  this  among  the  ingenious  pieces  6£ 
antiquity,  rather  than  a  clock  I  formerly  law  in  the 
chamber  of  Lewis  XIV.  at  VerfaiUes;  over  one  fide; 
of  which  a  filver  eagle  trembles  and  (hakes  at  the 
hourly  crowing  of  a  cock  oppofite  to  it.  W'hethei 
fuch  a  petty  and  pompous  triumph  over  an  enemy 
is  confiftent  with  true  greatnefs  of  mind,  I  leave  others 
to  determine.  The  invention  of  introducing  a  cock 
in  clock- works,  wasdoubtleis  borrowed  from 
the  incident  recorded  in  the  hiiroiv  of  cur  Saviour's 
paflion  :  but  to  reprefent  the  king  of  birds  as  trem- 
tflii  the  ( rowing  ot  a  cock,  is  abiblutely  repug- 

nant 
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nant  both  to  the  principles  of  natural  philofophy,  and 
fymbolical  reprefentation.  Nor  can  fuch  inventions 
be  pleafing  to  any,  but  thofe  whofe  minds  are  poffef- 
fed  with  the  fame  weaknefs  as  Lewis  XIV.  who  was 
lb  infatuated  with  flattery,  that  in  operas,  and  pro- 
logues of  plays,  he  ufed  to  join  in  finging  the  moffc 
extravagant  airs  in  praife  of  himfelf:  and  who,  even 
after  the  hard  conditions  of  peace,  to  which  queen  Anne 
forced  him  to  fubmit,  in  the  year  1713,  ordered, 
or  at  leafb  permitted  a  marble  ftatue  of  himfelf  ta 
be  erected  ;  and  which  is  {fill  (landing  in  the  oran- 
gery at  Verfailles,  with  the  following  arrogant  infcrip- 
tion : 

Pace  heat  totum  qui  hello  ferruit  orhem* 

Peace  he  vouchfafed  who  fhook  the  globe  with  war. 

The  fteeple,  or  tower  of  the  cathedral,-.- is  juftly 
reckoned  one  of  the  higheil  in  Europe,  there  being 
about  fix  hundred  and  fifty-four  fteps  from  the  pave- 
ment to  the  top  :  its  geometrical  height,  fbme  com- 
pute at  five  hundred  and  feventy-four  feet.;  but  others 
only  at  five  hundred.     After  afcending  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  fteps,  you  arrive  at  a  fpacious  area, 
where  water  is  continually  kept,  to  be  ready  in  Cafe 
a  fire  mould  happen  in  the  tower.     The  earthquake 
of  the  3d  of  Auguft,    1728,  which  was  felt  here? 
and  through  all  Swabia,  railed  this  water   between 
three  and  four  feet  high,  and  threw  it  about  fixteen 
or  eighteen  feet  from  the  fide ;  in  commemoration 
of  which,  a  particular  monument  is  to  be  erected  on 
the  lad  ftep.     In  the  gallery  round  the  church  is  alfo 
fliewn  a  kind  of  crooked  brafs  horn,  which  is  founded 
twice  every  night,  for  perpetuating  the  infamy  of 
the  Jews,  who,  in  the  year  1349,  intended  to  betray 
the  city,  and   had  made  this   horn   on    purpclr,    to 
give  the   enemy  notice    when  to  begin   the  attack. 
The  great  bell  in  the  fteeple  weighs  above  ten  tons » 
and  another  called  the  Silver  Bel!,  as  being  moftly- 

made 
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made  of  that  metal,  forty-fix  centcnars,  or  two 
fix  quintals.     1  he  latter,  except  on  particular  occa- 
lions  o't  rejoicing,  is  only  rung  twice  a  year,  namely 
en  St  John's  day,    and  fourteen   clays  after  Chrifl- 
mas. 

The  city  hofpital,  which  iome  years  ago  was  burnt 
down,  is  now  rebuilt  in  a  very  magnificent  manner. 
On  the  left  hand  of  the  entrance  into  the  old  part 
of  the  building,  is  placed  in  the  wall  a  figure  in  re- 
lievo, having  on  its  belly  a  prominence,  refembling 
in  fome  meafure  a  middling  cannon-ball,  but  with 
feveral  ramifications  of  veins  on  its  iurface.  Some 
think  this  ftatue  reprefents  a  patient  with  a  large 
plague  fore,  formerly  belonging  to  this  hofpital ; 
others  imagine  it  to  be  a  fpider  which  was  found  in 
the  wine-cellar.  But  both  opinions  are  equa'ly  in- 
credible. 

In  the  cellar  they  have  wines  of  the  growth  of  1472, 
1519,  and  1525:  the  fecond  of  theie  wines,  for  hil- 
toricai  commemoration,  is  diitinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  the  Wirtemberg-war  •,  and  the  lad,  by  that  of  the 
.realimts-war.  It  is  faid,  that  no  addition  can  be  made 
to  any  of  thefe  wines,  a  thick  cruft  or  pellicle  tx 
grown  over  the  furface  of  the  liquor,  lb  that  inhifion 
is  rendered  impoiiible  :  befide,  upon  mixing  a  few 
drops  of  any  other  wine  with  this,  it  immediately 
becomes  black.  The  tatte  is  not  much  better  than 
that:  of  four  lees  ;  and  a  drop  of  it  rubbed  on  the 
n£3<l,  leaves  a  fmell  which  continues  feveral  hours, 
notwithstanding  the  (pot  be  often  wafhed  with  water, 
It  is  however  fold  very  dear,  a  few  drops  onl)  can 
be  obtained  fa  a  [  uilder :  and  as  each  veflel  is  lun- 
pofed  it  11  to  contain  eight  awmes,  the  three  mull 
be  confidered  as  a  very  confiderable  fund  to  the  ftew- 
ard  of  the  cellars. 

The  royal  hofpital  for  invalids,  and  the  Jefuite 
coll  ge,  mull  be  clafled  among  the  principal  build- 
ings of  t'  is  aty.  The  latter  has  a  fine  I  with 
a  szood  cohection  of  antiquities.     Th(            ny  is  alfo 

well 
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well  provided  with  books,  which  are  lent  on  giving 
an  obligation  for  the  "return  of  them. 

The  anatomical  theatre  or  hall,  is  worth  feeing ; 
and  the  phyfic-gardeny  next  to  thole  of  Ley  den  and 
Paris,  is  looked  upon  as  the  beft  in  Europe. 

In  the  Pfennigthurme  are  kept  the  public  records 
of  the-  city  -,   and  among  others,  a  parchment  dip  - 
Joma  of  the  emperor  Charles  IV.  to  which  is  ap- 
pended a  feal  relembling  that  of  the  Golden  Bull  at 
Franckfort,  only  that  this  of  Strafburg  is  not  of  gold. 
Here  alfo  is  kept  the  large  ftandard,  about  which 
iuch  frequent  mention  is  made,  in  the  difputes  for' 
the  office  of  itandard-bearer  of  the  empire.      It  is^ 
eight  ells  and  a  half  in  height,  feventeen  and  a  half 
in   breadth,  and  adorned  with  gold  to  the  value  of 
.eighty  ducats..     In  all  probability,  this  is  only  fome' 
particular  ftandard  belonging  to  the  city  of  Strafburg, 
and  never  was  the  chief  banner  of  the  whole  German 
army. 

In  St.  Michael's  chapel  at  Strafburg,  was  formerly 
a  ftatue  of  caft  brafs,  between  two  and  three  ells  in 
height,  called  Krutzmanna :  it  refem bled  very  nearly 
the  figure  of  Hercules.  A  wooden  cut  of  it  by  M„ 
Daniel  Specklin  the  architect,  may  be  feen  in  the 
M.  Hofea  Schadaeus's  particular  defcription  of  Straf- 
burg cathedral,  printed  in  1617-,  but  by  taking  off 
the  cut,  the  ftatue  is  reverfed,  and  the  ciub  appears 
in  the  left-hand,  and  the  fhield  in  the  right.  In  the 
year  1525,  this,  with  other  ftatues,  was  removed; 
but  to  what  place,  is  not  at  prefent  known. 

The  diftance  between  Strafburg  and  Bafil  is  about 
twenty  five  fhort  leagues.  The  country  near  Bifen- 
heirn^  between  Old  and  New  Briyfack,  is -very  plea- 
fant,  being  entirely  level.  The  profpeel:  toward 
France  is  terminated  by  the  mountains  of  Burgundy; 
but  on  the  other  fide,  by  the  Black  Foreft,  beyond 
the  Rhine.  The  roads  of  Alface  are  likewiie  very 
good,  being  generally  -caufcways,  having-  a  deep 
ditch  or  channel  on  each  fide,  to  carry  off  the  water. 

A  part 
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A  part  of  Old  Briyfack  lies  on  an  eminence, 
from  which  is  a  fine  proipect  over  the  adjacent  coun- 
try. The  bridre  of  boats,  formerly  at  this  place 
over  the  Rhine,  has  been  demolifhcd  ibme  years,  and 
its  place  is  now  fupplicd  by  a  ferry. 

On  the  fide  toward  the  Black  l*oreft  are  vail  num- 
bers of  wild  boars,  efpecially  in  the  marihy  parts  of 
it,  bordering  on  the  Rhine-,  nor  was  it  an  eafy  mat- 
ter to  unharbour  them,  till,  fome  years  ago,  a  happy 
difcovery    was   made,    of  burning  brimitone  on  the 
tops  of   ten  or  twelve  long  itake.%  planted   at   ibme 
diiiance  from  one  another,  and  on  that  fide  whence 
the  wind  blew ;  the  hunters  being  polled,  with  the 
proper  weapons,  on  the  oppofite   fide.     The   wild 
boars,  it  feems,  cannot  endure  the  fmell  of  burning 
brimilone,    but   immediately  fly   from  it ;    by   this 
means  they  were  driven  to    the  other    fide   of  the 
morafs,    and    within    reach    of   their    enemy's    fire. 
The  author  of  this  contrivance  feems  to  be  no  llran- 
ger  to  hog-ftealing,  a  fpecies  of  theft  often  practifed 
here:    thefe   fellows,  by  holding  fome  lighted   ful- 
phur  under  the  nofe  of  the  animal,  he  immediately 
dies  without  the  leall  fqueak.     The  peafants  of  this 
country   have  alio   another  method  of  taking   wild 
boars.     They  know  that  thefe  creatures  frequently 
crofs  the  Rhine  in  the  night  •,   they  therefore  watch 
in  their  boats,  and  as  a  boar  iwims  near  them,  they 
lay  hold   of  his    hinder-legs,    and    raile   them   Ibme 
diiiance    above    the  furlace   of  the   water:  by  this 
means  his  head  is  plunged  under  it,  and  he  is  i'oon 
fuffocated  •,  alter  which  they  pull  him  into  the  boat. 

New  Briyfack,  built  by  LewisXIV.  lies  overagairrft 
the  old  town,  and  lo  near,  tliat  their  forts  are  within 
cannon-lhot  of  each  other.  The  former  ftands  wholly 
in  the  plain  ;  all  the  works  are  new  ;  and  the  ftreets 
built  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  from  the  great  market- 
place the  four  gates  of  the  town  may  be  ieen. 

The  road  from  hence  to  Balil  is  extremely  delight- 
fid,  on  account  of  the  *xtcnlive  proipect  on  the  left- 
hand 
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hand  beyond  the  Rhine,  into  the  inargraviate  of  Ba- 
den. This  little  fpot  is  indeed  only  four  leagues  in 
length,  and  the  fame  in  breadth  •,  but  very  pleafant 
and  fruitful,  efpecially  in  wine,  which  they  export 
into  the  neighbouring  countries.  It  belongs  to  the 
houfe  of  Baden-Durlach,  and  is  properly  the  old 
frontier  province  of  Germany,  toward  Arelat;  for 
which  reafon  the  family  or  Baden  bears  the  title  of 
margrave  ;  their  other  territories  having  never  an- 
ciently been  the  boundary  of  that  country. 

The  new  fortrefs  of 'Hunningen,  built  by  the 
French  in  the  preceding  century,  lies  within  cannon- 
Ihot  of  Bafil  •,  as  the  French,  after  finifhing  this 
place,  once  made  an  experiment,  the  ball  lodging 
in  the  gate  of  Bafil.  The  city  returned  the  compli- 
ment with  another,  which  beat  down  a  fmall  tower 
in  Hunningen  ;  upon  which  the  French  thought  pro- 
per to  make  an  excufe  for  their  firing  firffc  •,  alleging^ 
that  it  was  not  done  with  any  intention  of  damaging 
the  town  :  and  the  garrifo.n  of  Bafil  admitted  the 
pretence.  Hitherto  indeed  Hunningen  has  not  of- 
fered fince  to.  moled  the  town  of  Bafil ;  which  de^ 
pends  more  on  its  union  with  the  other  Swifs  can- 
tons, than  on  the  ftrength  of  its  fortifications. 

Bafil  is  fmaller  than  Strafburg,  but  larger  than 
Franckfort,  and  the  largeft  of  all  the  towns  in  Swit- 
zerland ;  having  two  hundred  and  twenty  ftreets,  fix 
market-places,  and  twenty-nine  wells.  Its  fituation 
is  uneven,  moil  of  the  ftreets  crooked,  and  the  pave- 
ments rugged ;  being  compofed  of  fharp  Hones,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  horfes,  which  carry  heavy  loads 
up  hill,  from  flipping.  The  clocks  in  this  place  go 
an  hour  fafter  than  any  where  elfe  :  this  odd  pheno- 
menon fome  aicribe  to  the  difcovery  of  a  plot,  the 
meafures  of  which  were  difconcerted  by  the  altera- 
tion of  the  clock  :  others  fay,  it  had  its  origin  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  council^  which  after  fitting  here 
feventeen  years,  ended  in  1448,  and  was  connived 
to  make  the  holy  fathers  either  get  up  an  hour  fooner 
Vol,  IV.  T  in 
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in  the  morning,  or  fit  an  hour  lefs  at  dinner  -y  their 
time  of  meeting  in  council  being  two  o'clock. 

Trade  dill  flourifhes  here,  particularly  that  of  filk 
ribbands,  leven  or  eight  houfes  of  merchants  lending 
each  annually  to  the  fairs  at  Franckfort,  to  the  value 
cf  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  guilders  of  that  commo- 
dity. The  police  ot  this  place  is  under  excellent  re- 
gulations :  molt  of  the  offices  are  bellowed  bv  lot, 
among  well  qualified  perfons,  none  elfe  being  admit- 
ted as  candidates  for  them  ;  and  even  the  very  lucra- 
tive pofts  are  fo  often  changed,  that  one  perfon  rarely 
continues  in  them  above  three  years.  No  perfon 
without  the  city  is  to  wear  lace  of  gold  or  filver  en 
his  cloaths,  under  the  penalty  of  three  guilders  for 
each  offence.  All  young  women,  unmarried,  are 
prohibited  from  wearing  filks  :  the  neareft  relations 
only,  are  invited  to  marriage-fealfc  ;  nor  does  their 
number  ever  exceed  fifteen  or  twenty  :  whereas,  in 
former  times,  and  even  a  few  years  ago,  the  number 
of  guefts  at  a  marriage-feait,  often  amounted  to  up- 
ward of  two  hundred:  by  this  means  young  people 
were  led  into  unnecefiary  expences,  and  contracted  a 
very  extenfive  acquaintance.  The  burgomailers  and 
principal  members  of  the  council,  contributed  greatly 
to  this  regulation  •,  for  being  always  invited  as  guefts, 
to  every  great  wedding,  and  not  being  able  to  come 
off  under  a  Louis  d'or,  the  old  cufiom  fubjected  them 
to  an  annual  tax  cf  at  leait  fifty  fuch  piece,  which 
they  lave  by  this  new  law. 

The  bridge  over  the  Rhine  is  two  hundred  and  . 
common  paces  long ;  and  makes  a  good  appearance. 
On  the  tower,  Handing  on  the  fide  toward  Switzer- 
land, is  a  crowned  Moor's  head,  which  every  minute 
thrufls  out,  and  draws  in  again,  its  long  red  tongue. 
This  figure,  however  ridiculous  it  appears,  is  more 
tolerable  than  a  filthy  reprefentation  i.i  a  little  houfe, 
ftandmg  about  the  middle  of  the  bridge,  before 
which  the  common  proftitutes  bammed  the  town, 
•  ght  and  treated  in  a  \  J  indecent  manner. 
That  part  of  the  city  lying  beyond  the  Rhine,  on  the 

fide 
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tide  of  Germany,  called  the  Little  Town,  has  it.1 
own  particular  jurifdiclion,  but  in  fubordination  to 
the  city.  The  privileges  of  Bafil  were  formerly 
greater  than  at  prefent,  many  of  them  having-  been 
abridged,  on  account  of  its  declaring  once  for  the 
houfe  of  Auftria.  This  little  town  has  no  fortifica- 
tions, and  thofe  of  the  greater  are  of  little  fignifica- 
tion.  St.  Peter's  fquare,  which  is  decorated  with 
rows  of  lime-trees,  is  the  bed  walk  in  the  great  town. 
The  cathedral  is  an  old  ftructure,  with  two  fimilar'. 
towers.  The  emprefs  Anne,  confort  to  Rudolph  of 
Hupfburg,  his  fons  Charles  and  Erafmus,  were  bu- 
ried here ;  and  in  honour  of  the  latter,  there  is  a  pro- 
Hx,  but  inelegant  infcription,  on  a  red  and  white 
marble  tablet. 

Over  a'gainft-the  French  church,  on  a  long  covered 
wall,  is  painted  the  dance  of  Death  5  where  the  king 
of  terrors  is  reprefented  as  mixing  with  all  ranks  and 
ages  of  both  fexes  ;  and  complimenting  them  in  Ger- 
man verfes  on  their  arrival  at  the  grave.  The  figures 
are  all  as  big-  as  life,  and  the  author  of  it  iaid  to  be 
the  celebrated  Holbein,  a  native  of  .this  place,  who 
painted  another  piece  of  the  fame  kind-,  and  alfo 
copied  this  on  another  houfe,  but  which-  the  deflruc- 
five  hand  of  time  has  now  entirely  obliterated.  Bug 
there  are  good  reafons  for  fufpecting  that  the  dance 
of  Death,  near  the  French  church,  was  done  by  one" 
■Bock,'  and  not  by  Holbein.  -  However,-  nothing  of 
the  original  beauty  of  this  piece,  except  the  attitude 
of  the  figures,,  remains,  the  colours  being  fo  fadedj,« 
that  they  were  obliged  to  be  retouched  a  few  years 
ago ;  fo  that  it  is  in  vain  now  to  look  for  the  fine 
ftrokes  and  touches  of  the  old  painting.  The  fame' 
misfortune  has  alio  attended  the  picture  reprefenting- 
the  laft  judgment,  on  the  itair-cafe  of  trie  council- 
houfe.  In  this  piece,  though  done  before  the  reform 
mation,  namely  in  15 10,  yet  even  popes,  cardinals^ 
monks,  and  priefls,  are  reprefented  in  the  torments 
of  hell.  There  is  alfo  in  the  councii-houfe  an  ex-' 
Quifite  piece  of  the  fufFerings  of  Chrift,  in  eight  de- 
T  z  partment^ 
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pdrtmeots,   on  two  window-fhutters,  done  by  liol- 
bcin.     Not  only  the  beauty  of  the  colours  is  vc 
preferved,  but  likewife  every  motion  and  parTion  ex- 
prerTed  with  the  utmoft  ener  Maxi- 

ilian,  elector  of  Bavaria,  is  laid  to  ha  the 

town  thirty  thoufand   :  for  it.  ..rs 

particularly  extol  that  department  which  reprefents) 
the  feizing  of  Chriit  in  the  garden  :  2nd  both  the  co- 
louring and  artful  conduct  of  the  Claro-Olcuro  are 
fo  exquifitely  performed,  that  they  would  do  honour 
to  any  of  Raphael's  fcholars.  In  the  court  of  the 
council- houie  Hands  a  fcatue  of  Munatius  Plancus,  a 
Roman  general ;  who,  about  fifty  years  before  the 
birth  of  Chrift,  built  the  antient  city  of  Auguira 
Rauracorum,  near  Baiil.  This  ifatue  was  erected 
in  the  year  1526,  by  Beatus  Rhenanus. 

There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  the  phvfic-gar.' 
at  Bafil,  excepting  a  cherry-tree,  which  produces  the 
fame  fort  of  fruit  thrice  a  year. 

In  the  arfenal  is  fhewn  the  armour  in  which  Charles 
th&  Bold  loll  his  life  •,  as  alio  his  kettle-drums  and 
trumpets,  together  with  the  furniture  of  his  ho. 
The  mufeums  of  Erafmus  and  Amerbach  belong 
to  the  univerfity,  that  feat  of  learning  having,  for 
nine  thoufand  dollars,  purchafed  them  from  the  heirs 
of  the  latter. 

The  diftance  from  Bafil  to  Solothum  is  commonly 
reckoned    eighteen    leagues,    and    to  Bern    twenty. 
Three  leagues  from  Baiil  lies  the  little  town  of  Lie. 
ftall,  encompafTed  with  a  wall,  and  !' 
poad   to  it,   through  a  delightful  valley  p         :   with 
vineyards  and   orchard  .       I  ive   leas  na  Bali), 

beyond  Holftein,  begins  the  craggy  mountain,  called 
Hauenflcin,  which  continue 

is  extremely  trouble  fome  to  1  I        oth  fides 

of  the  road  are  ii'.ll  higher  mountains  :  1  the 

right  extend  to  a  gre 

1  terminate  in  a  large  plain.     On  the  mountain 
of  Grin.    .  is   the  c  fcher,  or    ice 

mountain,     ft  is  laid  that  the   ice  on  this  mount 
1 
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«ever  melts ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  augments  every 
year  both  in  height  and  circumference.  From  this  un- 
common height  of  the  country  proceed  the  purity  and 
fubtility  of  the  air  in  Switzerland  :  fo  that  the  Switzers, 
when  in  foreign  countries,  find,  at  times,  a  kind  of 
heavy  difquietude,  and  uneafy  longing  to  breathe  the 
frefh  air  of  their  native  country,  without  being  able 
themfelves  to  give  any  particular  reafon  for  this  reft- 
lefs  anxiety.  M.  Scheuchzer  at  leaft  makes  uie  of 
this  to  excufe  his  countrymen's  Noftalgia,  Pathopa- 
tridalgia,  or  home-ficknefs,  which  particularly  affects 
thofe  of  Bern.  We  have  abundant  inftances,  that 
upon  the  recruits  from  Switzerland  having  begun  to 
play  or  fing  the  Kuhreiae,  or  cowbrawl,  a  tune  ufual 
among  the  Alpine  boors  when  tending  their  cattle, 
the  old  Swifs  ibldiers  have  been  fo  (truck  with  the 
remembrance  and  paffionate  delire  of  returning  to 
their  native  country,  that  they  have  fallen  into  lafll- 
tudes,  anxieties,  watchings,  naufeas,  and  flow  hectic 
fevers  :  for  which  reafon  their  officers  have  been  ob- 
liged ftrictly  to  prohibit  the  ringing  or  playing  this, 
tune  for  the  future.  And  thofe  Switzers  who  are  in 
the  Piedmonteie  fervice,  are  condemned  to  run  the 
gantlope  for  acting  contrary  to  this  order. 

Upon  entering  into  the  territories  of  Bern,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  league  from  Fravenbrunn,  on  an  emi- 
nence, where  a  fen  tin  el  is  always  polled,  I  met  with 
a  (lone  pillar,  on  one  fide  of  which  was  a  German  in- 
fcription,  in  verfe  -,  importing  that,  on  St.  John's  day, 
in  the  year  1375,  the  Englifh  captain  here,  called 
Gugler,  or  Juggler,  was  repulfed,  with  the  lofs  of 
above  eight  hundred  men  on  the  fpot. 

On  the  other  fide  are  Latin  verfes,  fignifying  that 
Cufin,  an  Engltih  nobleman,  after  having  tranfported 
hither  a  confiderable  body  of  forces  to  demand  his 
wife's  portion  from  the  archduke  of  Auftria,  her 
brother  •,  and,  committing  many  ravages  ;  was  here 
defeated  with  great  (laughter  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Bern. 

T  3  In 
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In  this  plain,    all   along  the  road,   and  lib 
far  as  Geneva,  and  even  into  Savoy,  are  planted  vail 
numbers   or  walnut-trees,  from    the  fruit  of  which 
an  oil,  ufed  in   phyfic,  painting,  and  for  burning  in 
lamps,  is  prepared   as  follows:    the  (helled  nuts, 
placed  at  a  fmai]  diftance  from  one  another,  in  order 
to  dry  th.em  thoroughly:  then  the  kernels  an 
out,  pounded,  and   boiled  in  a    kettle,  and  with" 
feny  other  preparation,  put   into   a  thick  hair-cloth, 
placed  under  the  prefs,  and  the  oil  expo  >m 

them.  Frefh  nuts  produce  confiderably  lefs  oil  tk 
thole  which  have  been  gathered  fome  time  ;  but  then 
It  is  of  a  much  finer  tafte,  and,  at  the  lame  time,  lo 
rong  as  to  intoxicate,  h  is  entertaining  to  fee  what 
v  ift  numbers  of  country-pe  Dple,  on  Sundays  and  ho- 
lidays, in  autumn,  meet  together  under  the  walnut- 
trees,  and  regale  fchemfelves  with  the  fruit. 

The  wc  .  peafants  in  Switzerland  are  thofi 

the  territories  of  Bern  ;  it  being  difficult  to  find  a  vil- 
lage without  one,  at  leaf!,  who  is  worth  betweentwenty 
and  thirty  thoufand  guilders,  and  fomctimes  even 
fixty  thoufand.  The  bailiff,  or  chief  magistrate  of 
Hutwil,  is  reckoned  worth  four  hundred  rhouland. 
He  has  three  fons,  who  are  alio  farmers,  and  one 
daughter,  whom  her  father  has  married  to  a  peaiant, 
jiotwithftanding  ihe  was  courted  by  feveral  gentlemen 
pf  Bern. 

The  common  people  of  both  fexes  wear  ft 
hats  •,  and  the  women's  petticoats  are  tied  up  fo  near 
their  arm-pits,   that  hardly  a  hand's- breadth  is  left 
for  tj  |  e.     The  inns  throughout  Switzerland  are 

good,  and  abound  with  trouts,  carp,  beef,  vealj 
fowl,  pigeons,  butter,  checle,  apples,  peaches,  tur- 
neps,  iugar-bilket,  &C.  with  gooel  wine  very  plenty, 
and  at  a  very  reafonable  rate,  when  compared  with  the 
L)'.'! ,  of  fare  in  Swabia,   Tirol,   and  Bavaria, 

There  are  g  in  the  fervice  of  mod  of  the 

cesin  Europe?  but  that  i  the  molt 

tprpfij  ible  :  i  tain,  who  hi  -  a  v.  hole  company,, 

■.  rally 
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generally  makes  ten  thoufand  livres  a  year  of  it ;  but 
molt  of  them  have  only  half  a  company.  At  prefent 
the  Swifs,  in  French  pay,  amount  only  to  fourteen 
thoufand  men. 

Before  you  come  to  Bern,  it  is  neceffary  to  defcend 
a  mountain,  near  the  foot  of  which,  but  on  the  afcent 
of  another,  the  city  is  fituated.  The  entrance  is  at 
firfl:  very  narrow,  but  widens  as  you  afcend  ;  and  at 
the  top,  where  it  is  almoft  level,  opens  into  fine  large 
ftreets.  The  houfes  are  moftly  built  of  white  free* 
ftone,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  foot-paths  in 
the  principal  ftreets  are  under  piazzas,  or  arches,  one 
fide  of  which  is  taken  up  with  the  mops  and  houfes 
of  tradefmen.  Thefe  piazzas,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  fecure  you  from  the  weather,  and  render  the 
walking  very  commodious  on  the  free-ftone  pave- 
ment, deprive  the  houfes  of  the  ornament  of  a  por- 
tal ;  and  the  pillars  raifed  from  the  ftreet  to  the  firft 
ftory,  for  its  firmer  fupport,  make  an  inelegant  ap- 
pearance. 

The  ftory  of  the  bear,  taken  on  the  day  the  foun- 
dation of  the  city  was  laid,  and  thence  gave  occafion 
to  its  name,  is  well  known.  This  creature  is  not 
only  borne  in  the  coat  of  arms,  but  they  like  wife  ftill 
keep  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city  fome  live  bears,  in 
two  inclofures,  where  are  high  trees  for  them  to  climb 
up  for  their  diverfion. 

The  burgherfhip  is  divided  into  two  parts  ;  thole 
qualified  for  the  government  and  magiftracy  of  the 
city,  and  the  perpetual  inhabitants.  The  latter,  who 
obtained  their  freedom  fince  the  year  1635,  are  in- 
capable of  being  admitted  into  the  council,  or  hold- 
ing any  public  employment,  but  enjoy  all.  other  privi- 
leges -,  the  former  hold  all  civil  offices,  as  the  de- 
fendants of  fuch  as  were  made  burghers  before 
that  year.  The  city  was  indeed  built  in  the  year 
1191,  in  order  to  check  the  nobility  in  their  violent 
career.  But  this  precaution  was  not  fufficient  to  hin- 
der fix  very  old  and  noble  families  from  getting  them- 
T  4  felves 
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felves  ranked  in  the  number  of  the  qualified  bur 
who  are  refpected  more  than  any  of  the  others  •,  and 
when  any  one  of  this  dais  is  elected  into  the  fenate, 
or  little  council,  he  has  the  honour  of  taking  place 
of  every  other  counfcllor,  though  his  fenior  in  office, 
and  likewife  of  walking  next  the  tribunesof  the  people, 
of  which  there  are  four. 

Great  iftruggles  were  formerly  made  for  obtaining 
the  governments  of  the  cantons  in  the  country,  on 
account  of  the  considerable  profits  arifing  from  thefe 
pofts;  but  to  terminate  all  cabals  and  intrigues,  a 
law  was  pafied  in  the  year  17  i  i,  whereby  thefe, 
other  lucrative  places,  are  to  be  determined  by  lor. 
A  fingle  man  is  incapable  of  obtaining  a  country  go- 
vernment, or  of  holding  any  other  lucrative  employ- 
ment. 

In  the  middle  of  the  city  is  creeled  a  large  feat 
of  juftice,  encompaiTed  with  iron  rails,  upon  which 
the  acting  praetor  fits,  with  two  members  of  the  coun- 
cil, when  fentence  of  death  is  to  be  pafied  0:1  any 
criminal. 

The  manners  of  this  country,  '  in  thefe  fifty 
years,  have,  in  many  refpects,  been  greai  •.•red-, 

jnrtead  of  the  plainnefs  and  honeft  Simplicity  or 
jinceftors,  the  love  of  fuperuuous  e:;pencc  and  high 
living  very  greatly  prevails  :  many  vices  are  not, 
however,  io  common  as  in  o^her  large  places*  where 
they  are  only  laughed  at:  and  the  clergy,  from  the 
pulpit,  have  ftrenucufiy,  and  with  bee 
inveighed  ngainlt  thefe  crying  enormities;  nor  did 
they  even  ipare  a  certain  |  rn  ;•  -counfcllor,  who,  la- 
bouring under  a  Venereal  a  .  tlaint,  fent  for  the  ce- 
lebrated Nauman  from  cure  him. 

The  canton  of  Bern  [Vhtch  bifhop  Burnet  fays 
com-  a  third  part  of  Switzerlar 

tierable   adl  from    the    pub: 

which  an  w  n  and  •  ,  for  tl  e 

ufeo'f  the  Subjects.     Ti.  Quantity  of  corn  con- 

jfjted  ■•  not  only  ferves  the  • 
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Ting  exigencies  of  a  time  of  war,  bat  Whenever  any 
bad  harveft  happens,  the  rich  are  prevented  from  op- 
preffing  the  poor,  by  raifing  the  price  of  grain.  The 
elegant  building  erected  for  this  purpcfe  in  the  city 
of  Bern,  near  the  Dominican  church,  is  of  free-ftone, 
fupported  on  lofty  pillars  -,  the  piazza  under  which 
might  ferve  for  a  commodious  exchange.  They  have 
alio  great  revenues  arifing  from  their  falt-works  at 
Bevieur,  Roche,  and  Paner,  in  the  Pais  de  Vaud. 

In  Bern,  French  is  the  general  language ;  but 
here,  as  at  Bafil,  their  pronunciation  is  very  guttu- 
ral, which  renders  their  fpeech  difagreeable. 

The  large  church  is  a  beautiful  ftructure.  On  the 
fides  of  the  great  door  are  ftone  flatues  of  the  five  wife 
and  five  foolifh  Virgins,  as  large  as  life,  with  the  paf- 
fions  of  joy  and  defpair,  finely  exprelTed.  Over  the 
door  is  the  laft  judgment,  together  with  feveral  or- 
naments of  foliages,  fruits,  and  feftoons,  all  in  flone. 
The  fculptor  has  here,  like  the  painter  of  the  fa- 
mous picture  in  the  council-houfe  at  Bafil,  repre- 
fented  the  pope  in  hell. 

After  afcending   tv/o   hundred   and   twenty-three 
fteps  up  the   tower,  you  arrive  at  a  gallery,   from 
whence  there  is  a  charming  profpect  over  the  city 
towards  the  Aar.      The  church  Handing  high,  and 
the  part  of  the  city  contiguous  to  it  toward  that  river 
lying  very  low,  they  have  found  it  necefTary  to  fup- 
port  the  foundations  of  the  tower  and   church,  for 
between  fifty  and  eighty  paces  on  three  fides,  with 
a  wall,-  ftrengthened  with  feveral  pillars  and  arches,. 
This  work  is  fome  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  the 
area  being  filled  with   earth,   levelled,  and  planted 
with  limes,  is  a  mod  beautiful  walk  ;  from  whence 
there  is  an  enchanting  profpecl  over  the  artificial  caf- 
eade  of  water,  made  at  a  very  great  expence,  for 
driving  the  city-mills.      Some  pretend  that  this  ter- 
race is  equally  elegant  with  that  built  by  Solomon, 
near  the  Temple  in  Jerufalem.     In  1654,  one  Theo- 
bald Weinzapflein,  a  ftudent  in  diviniry,  being  in- 
toxicated 
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toxicated  with  liquor,  fell,  together  with  his  horic, 
from  this  terrace  :  his  horle  was  killed  on  the  fpot, 
but  the  rider  had  only  his  leg  broke ;  lived  thirty 
years  after  the  fall,  part  of  which  time  he  was  a  mi- 
nifter  in  the  country.  The  memory  of  this  ei 
is  preferved  by  a  German  infeription  placed  in  this 
walk. 

In  the  Dominican  church  is  always  fhewn  to  fti 
gers,  a  hole  in  the  wall,  through  which  there  was  a 
communication  between  a  cell  of  one  of  the  monks  in 
the  adjoining  monaftery,  and  an  image  of  the  Vir- 
gin in  the  church ;  by  which  means  the  fcandalous 
irapofition  of  making  the  image  appear  to  fpeafc,  was 
carried  on.  The  author  of  this  fraud  was  condemned 
and  burnt  at  Bern,  in  the  year  i  504,  (a  full  account 
of  which  may  be  feen  in  Burnet's  Travels,  p.  53.) 
and  the  convent  turned  into  a  houfe  of  correction. 
In  the  city  library  are  preferved  the  tent  and  , 
beautiful  tapelrry  belonging  to  Charles  the  Bold, 
which  the  Swifs  took  in  1476,  at  the  battle  near 
Morat,  together  with  a  great  number  of  other  curio- 
£ties  and  antiquities. 

None  are  permitted  to  lee  the  arfenal  without  a  li- 
cence from  a  particular  counfellor,  who  rarely  grants 
the  favour.  There  are,  it  is  faid,  arms  in  it  fuffici- 
ent  for  a  hundred  thoufand  men  •,  this  may  be  true, 
provided  each  be  contented  with  a  fingle  weapon  of 
any  kind  ;  but  were  they  to  be  complcaily  armed,  I 
imagine,  that  thirty  thoufand  would  nearly  exhauft  it. 
Near  the  entrance  (lands  a  painted  wooden  image  of 
a  bear  rampant,  drefied  in  a  cuirafs,  with  a  '.word  by 
jhis  fide,  and  by  treading  on  a  piece  of  wood  near  it, 
he  moves  his  head.  In  the  lint  long  hall  are  depo- 
fited  fifty- fix  pieces  of  cannon,  1  :v<  ral  ftandards,  and 
two  Ian  e  horns  of  buffaloes,  ufed  in  war  by  the  can- 
ton of  Uri,  inftead  of  trumpets,  and  were  taken  : 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  the  year  1  7  1  2.  1  lard  by 
hang  the  grotefque  drefles  of  thofe  who  blew  t 
The  inhabitants  of  Uri,  who  boafi  I 


BERN.  2S3 

fche  old  Taurifci,  bear  a  buffalo's  head  in  their  coat 
of  arms :  and  the  perfon  who  blows  the  great  horn  in 
time  of  war  is  called  the  Bull  of  Uri.  At  the  end 
0f  this  hall  are  two  large  pieces  of  cannon,  which  be- 
longed to  Charles  the  Bold,  together  with  a  great 
number  of  halters  and  gibbets  carried  by  that  prince 
to  the  battle  of  Morat,  in  order  to  hang  up  the  Swit- 
zers,  after  defeating  them. 

In  the  upper  hall  are  the  ftatue  and  arms  of  Berch- 
told  von  Zahringen,  the  founder  of  the  city,  together 
with  tents  for  forty  thoufand  men,  and  mufkets  for 
forty-fix  thoufand.  Here  are  alfo  three  fwords,  widi 
which  the  fame  number  of  executioners  have  pro- 
cured their  difcharge  ;  in  order  to  which  it  is  re- 
quifite  to  have  beheaded  a  hundred  and  one  perlbns 
with  the  fame  fword ;  or  three  perfons  of  the  fame 
family  in  a  quarter  of  a  year.  Our  guide  afiured  us, 
in  a  very  grave  manner,  that  executioners  of  this 
kind  were  doctors ;  but  at  prefent  they  keep  the  fword 
themfdves,  paying  the  republic  fifty  ducats  as  an 
acknowlegement  for  this  favour. 

A  wooden  ftatue  of  the  famous  William  Tell  is 

placed  at  the  end  of  this  hall.     He  is  reprefented  as 

taking  aim  at  an  apple  placed  upon  the  head  of  his 

little  ion,  who  {lands  oppofite  to  him.     The  hands 

and  eyes  of  this  wooden  ftatue  are  finely  expreffed. 

If  we  may  judge  from  this  piece,  he  was  a  man  of  an 

open,  honeft  countenance,  very  tall,  and  large  boned, 

but  thin.     According  to  the  fafhion  of  the  times,  one 

half  of  his  coat  is  red,  the  other  yellow  and  black, 

in  long  alternate  ftripes,     His  breeches  and  (lockings 

are  of  one  piece  ;  and  an  arrow  is  flicking  in  his 

doublet  behind  his  head  ;  the  boy  is  reprefented  fmil- 

ing,  as  if  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend  on  this  occa- 

fion.  A  great  number  of  ancient  arms,  fome  curioully 

mounted  with  ivory,  and  belonging  to  the  life-guards 

of  Charles  the  Bold,  are   depofited  here;  together 

with  a  mufket  of  a  new  invention,  having  fix  fcrew- 

fcarrels. 

But 
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Cut  thefe  are  not  the  only  {lores ;  the  caftles  where 
the  country-governors  refide  are  not  only  furnilhed 
with  cannon  and  mufkets,  bu:  every  fubject  has  his 
neceffary  arms.  No  young  man  is  allowed  to  be 
married  before  he  is  matter  of  a  fword  and  mufket,  of 
which  he  muft  bring  a  proper  testimonial  to  the  cler- 
gyman who  performs  the  ceremony.  In  every  diJ 
or  government,  a  corporal  and  fix  men  continually 
v,  itch  on  the  high  it  mountain,  near  two  large  piles, 
one  conrifting  of  dry  wood,  and  the  other  of  ftraw  -y 
upon  the  leaft  alarm  of  the  appearance  of  an  eiv 
they  fet  fire  to  one  of  thefe  piles,  according  as  the 
Invafion  happens,  either  in  the  day  or  night  •,  if  in  the 
former,  the  ftraw,  but  in  the  latter  the  wood.  By 
this  means,  in  an  hour  or  two,  the  whole  country  is 
in  arms,  the  fignals  being  continued  from  one  moun- 
to  another,  and  every  one  knows  the  place  of 
rendezvous.     Experienced  officers   and  are 

never  wanting;  the  foreign  fervice,  from  which  many 
are  conftantly  returning  into  their  own  country, 
fording  a  continual  fupply.  The  people  of  the  coun- 
try are  daily  exercifed  :  and  the  canton  of  Bern  alone 
has  at  prefent  forty  thoufand  regular  troops.  But, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  with  refpece  to  the  trade 
and  revenue  of  this  country,  fo  in  military  arTairs  the 
•ftant  cantons  are  greatly  fuperior  to  the  ca- 
tholics. 

At  the  diftance  of  a  league  from  Freyburg,  in  a 
■wildernefs  of  woods  and  rocks,  is  a  remarkable  her- 
mitage, confifling  of  a  church,  an  oratory,  a  fttc 
a  hall,  a  dining-room,  a  kitchen,  chambers,  flairs, 
a  cellar,  a  well,  and  other  conveniences,  all  hewn 
out  of  a  rock,  even  the  chimney  and  fteej  te,  not- 
withflanding  the    latter   is    fifty-four  feet  high.     A 

is  cannot  fail  of  filling  the  mind  of  <  • 
fpeotator  with  aftoniihment :  but  when   it   is  known 
that  this  work  was  wholly  performed  by  only  one 
and  a  boy,  the  aftoniihment  will  be  great  lied. 

Nature  indeed  had  provided  a  cry ll1'.    .  but  the 

anift,  by  mes  feveral  channels,  c<  I  the 

rater 
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water  from  the  rock  into  fmall  refervoirs ;  and  he  alio 
fetched  from  diftant  parts  of  the  mountain,  earth  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  a  fmall  kitchen  garden.  Every  one 
mud  be  pleated  at  the  fight  of  this  furprizing  curb* 
firy ;  nor  is  it  hardly  poffible  to  fupprefs  a  Ugh  for  the 
fate  of  its  unhappy,  ingenious  and  induftrious  archi- 
tect •„  who,  in  the  year  1 708,  in  conveying  back  forne 
young  people,  who  had  attended  the  conlecration  of 
his  little  church,  was  unhappily  drowned  in  the  river 
Sane,  which  runs  near  this  hermitage,  and  on  which, 
by  the  help  of  a  fmall  boat,  he  ufed  every  week  to 
fetch  provifions,  and  other  neceffaries,  from  the 
city. 

A  ftruclure  in  fome  meafure  fimilar  to  this,  we  meet 
with  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Heidelfheim,  called  Lippels- 
Hole,  from  its  firft  pofferfor.,  It  has  a  well,  a  liable, 
a  low  and  long  entrance  leading  to  a  large  room,  all 
hewn  out  of  a  rock,  in  a  cavern  of  the  mountain. 
The  intention  of  the  latter  was,  however,  quite  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  the  former ;  Lippel  ufing  his  as  a 
place  of  retreat  after  committing  murders  and  rob- 
beries j-  but  it  could  not  protect  him  from  falling  at 
laft  into  the  hands  of  public  juftice. 

The  chapel  called  La  Salutation,  at  Freyburg,  me- 
rits the  obfervation  of  travellers,  and  the  Jefus  College 
is  looked  upon  as  the  fineft  in  all  Switzerland.  At 
the  diftance  of  fix  leagues  from  Bern,  by  the  neareffc 
road,  which  leaves  Freyburg  on  the  left  hand,  is 
Murten,  which  may  be  termed  Little  Bern,  from  the 
fimilarity  of  the  houfes  and  piazzas.  A  quarter  of  a 
league  farther,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  road,  is  a 
chapel,  whofe  windows  are  fecured  with  iron  bars,  but 
without  any  glafs.  In  this  fmall  ftruclure  are  de« 
pofited  the  bones  of  the  Burgundians,  (lain  in  the 
year  1476,  and  which  formerly  filled  it  to  the  very 
roof,  but  are  now  funk  to  half  that  height.  This 
decreafe  is  not  owing  entirely  to  the  mouldering  of 
the  bones;  the  Burgundians,  who  travel  this  road, 
take  away  rrrany,  either  out  of  devotion,  or  to  keep 
as  relics :  and,  what  is  more  ftrange,  fome  of  the 

country 
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country   people,  out   of  mere  (implicit)-,  ufe    theft 
bones  medicinally. 

Jn  feveral  parts  of  this  country,  as  far  as  Laufanne, 
you  frequently  meet  with  public  gibbets,  with  vanes, 
on  which  are  the  arms  of  the  canton,  in  whole  jurif- 
dittion  the  place  is  fituated. 

Laufanne  is  fituated  in  a  valley,  but  the  roads  fo 
rocky  and  uneven,  that  the  wheels  of  carriages,  though 
fhod  with  iron,  are  foon  demolilhed.  Contiguous  to 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  town  is  a  very  pleafant  walk,  with 
a  charming  profpect  of  the  city  and  lake  of  Geneva, 
which  indeed  appears  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood, 
but  is  at  lead  half  a  league  off*. 

[We  are  farther  informed  by  Mr.  Addifon,  that 
Laufanne  was  once  a  republic,  but  is  now  under  the 
canton  of  Bern,  and  like  the  reft  of  the  dominions  of 
that  canton,  is  governed  by  a  bailiff  lent  them  by  the 
fenate  of  Bern  every  three  years.  It  is  remarkable 
that  there  is  one  itrcet  in  this  town,  in  which  the 
people  have  the  privilege  of  acquitting:  or  condemn- 
ing any  one  of  their  own  body  in  affairs  of  life  and 
death,  and  as  every  inhabitant  of  this  ftreet  has  his 
vote,  houfes  fell  better  here  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  town.  They  relate  that  not  many  years  before  a 
cobler  had  the  calling  vote  for  the  life  of  a  criminal, 
which  he  gracioully  gave  on  the  merciful  fide.] 

In  the  wall  of  the  principal  church  is  a  fiffure, 
which  was  formerly  large  enough  for  a  man  to  creep 
through,  occafioncd  by  an  earthquake  in  1634.  The 
celebrated  old  profelTor  Picket  ufed  to  lay,  that  he 
had  often  laid  his  cloak  in  it,  when  a  boy,  and  at 
play  in  the  church-yard  with  his  companions.  But 
about  thirty  years  lince  it  was  almoll  doled  again,  by 
another  earthquake,  and  the  final]  crack  v  lieh  re- 
mained, being  hardly  an  inch  in  breadth,  tilled  up 
with  mortar.  The  tower  is  an  elegant  piece  of" ;  rchi- 
tecture  ;  but  by  being  unfortuna  e  let  on  fire, 

the  half  of  it  only  is  now  Handing.     A  fmall 
of  the  church  was  alio  let  on  tire,   near  its  top.   by 
lightning,  upon  which  the  inhabitant  ifely  de- 

termined 
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termined  to  beat  if.  down  with  a  chain- fhot,  in  order 
to  fave  the  body  of  the  church ;  fince  which  a  new 
fpire  has  been  raifed  upon  it.  In  the  church  is  a. 
marble  monument,  erefted  to  the  memory  of  a  knight 
of  the  houfe  of  Granfon  •,  and  another  to  that  of 
Charles  duke  of  Schomberg,  who,  in  the  year  2693, 
was  killed  in  Piedmont.  This  church  is  on  one  fide 
furrounded  with  a  walled  terrace  or  walk,  like  that  at 
Bern  •,  the  latter  has  indeed  a  much  higher  wall,  but 
the  former  greatly  excels  it  in  its  inchanting  profpecl 
of  the  lake,  and  level  country  about  Geneva.  Indeed 
this  whole  country  is  fo  fituated,  as  at  once  to  charm 
the  eye  with  its  pieafing  profpects,  and  the  mind,  by 
the  liberty  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants.  In  fhort,  the 
charming  contrail  of  hills  and  vallies,  corn-fields, 
meadows,  vineyards,  and  woods  -3  together  with  the 
vicinity  of  the  lake,  and  its  mild  government,  draws 
perfons  of  all  ranks  and  countries  to  the  Pais  de 
Vaud  •,  fome  indeed  fpe'nd  only  the  fummer  and  au- 
tumn there ;  but  others  purchafe  eilates,  and  become 
conftant  inhabitants  of  this  delightful  country. 

Hither  perfons  of  diftinclion  from  Geneva,  and  the 
canton  of  Bern,  men  of  fenfe  and  knowiege  in  every 
branch  of  fcjence,  gentlemen  who  have  travelled,  ex- 
perienced merchants,  and  other  perfons  of  various  con- 
ditions, refort,  as  a  kind  of  afylum,  or  refuge  from 
the  perfecution  of  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  tyranny ;  and 
affording  the  befc  opportunities  for  improvement,  and 
ipending  the  time  in  the  moil  agreeable  company. 
Even  ftatefmen  of  the  greaieft  talents,  who  have  con- 
dueled  the  affairs  of  their  country  in  the  mod  eminent 
courts  of  Europe,  with  applaufe,  have  chofen  this 
country  for  the  place  of  their  retreat :  and  by  con- 
verting with  perfons  of  literary  merit,  find  that  fatii- 
fadion  and  real  pleafure  which  they  formerly  fought 
in  vain,  amidft  the  tumults  of  a  court,  and  the  em- 
barraifments  of  a  confpicuous  ftation. 

The  diflance  between  Laufanne  and  Rolle,  by  the 
road  of  Morge,  is  reckoned  five  leagues,  or  five  hours 
journey,  but  it  may  be  very  well  performed  in  four." 

Au  bonne 
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Aubonne,  fituated  on  the  right,  is  at  prefcnt  a  terri- 
tory belonging  to  the  canton  of  Bern,   but  was  for- 
merly a  feigniory  appertaining  to  the  marquis  Du 
Quefne,   which  he  bought  of  Joh.  Tavernier,  the  fo 
much  celebrated  traveller,  and   afterward   fold  it  t  i 
Bern.     Tavernier,   on  being  railed  to   the  honour 
nobility  by  the  king  of  France,  purchafed  this  feigni- 
ority  with  a  view  of  fpendin'g  here  the  remainder  of 
his  life:   but  fending  a  relation  of  his  to  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, with  a  rich  cargo,  which  cofb  him  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  French  livres,  and  which  muft 
infallibly  have  produced  him  a  million  in  return,  had 
the  voyage  been  profpercus,  and  his  relation  honeft ; 
but  this  not  being  the  cafe,  his  relation  embezzled  the 
cargo,  which  fo  greatly  involved  him  in  debt,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  fell  his  whole  eftate,   and  end  his 
days  in  poverty  and  want.     The  marquis  du  Quefne 
was  the  eldeft   fon  to  the  famous  admiral  Abraham 
du  Quefne,  the  only  pcrfon  then  in  France  capable  of 
oppodng  Ruyter,  the   Dutch  admiral.     It  is    com- 
monly reported,  that  thefe  maritime  heroes  had  fo 
high  an  efteem  for  each  other,  and  under  fuch  appre- 
henfionsof  lofing  the  honour  they  had  gained  before, 
that  they    continually  endeavoured   to    avoid    each 
other,  and  even  fent  private  intelligence  what  courfe 
each  of  them  intended  to  fleer:  till  at  laftdu  Quefne 
being  prevented,  by  contrary  winds,  from  continuing 
the  courfe  he  had  Signified  to  Ruyter,  it  happened 
that,  contrary  to  both  their  inclinations,   they  ft  11  in 
with  each   other,  near   Medina,  and  were  under  a 
necefliry  of  engaging.     It  is  added  that,  from  a  falle 
motion  made  by  the  Dutch  admiral's  fliip,  du  Quefne 
concluded  that  Ruyter  commanded  no  longer;  and 
immediately    encouraged    his   men,    alluring   them 
Ruyter  was  dead.     In    this  he  was,  however,  mil- 
taken,  for  Ruyter  lived  feveral  days  after  recci . 
the  wound. 

Du  Quefne  never  al  ned  the  proteftant  r 

gion.     And,  in  his  a  . .  \  when  Lewis  XIV. 

endeavoured  to  prevail   upon  him,  to  embrace  the 

Roman 
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Roman  catholic  religion,  he  frankly  anfwered,  Sire, 
fai  rendu   afsss  long  temps  a  Cafar,   ce  que  eft  du  a 
Carfar  ;  il  eft  temps  .  que  je  rende  aujji  a  Dieu  ce  qui  hi 
eft  an.     e*  I    have,    Sire,  for    a    considerable  time, 
"  rendered  to  Casfar,  the  things  that  are   CaefarV, 
"  and  it  is  now  high  time  for  me  to  render  to  God, 
"  the  things  that  arejjis."     This  reply,  the  king  lb 
little  understood,  that,  turning  to  thole  about  him, 
he    fa  id,  Eft   ce   que   la  the  tourne   a   ceite   borame  ? 
coeut  il  fervir  Vempereur?  "  Is  the  man  deprived  of 
*'  his  fenfes  ?  does  he  intend  to  ferve  the  emperor?" 
When  the  edict  of  Nantz  was  repealed,  he  was  the 
only  perfon  fuffered  to  enjoy  his  religion,  without 
quitting  his  country  -3   the  crown  of  France  perceiv- 
ing that  his  prefence  was  ablblutely  neceflary  at  that 
time.     The  heart  of  this  celebrated  admiral  lies  in- 
terred in  the  church  of  Aubonne,  with  a  pompous 
marble  monument,  erected  to  his  memory  by  his 
fon.     The  fpirit  of  perfecution  would  not  admit  that 
the  whole  remains  of  this  great  man  fhould  be  carried 
out  of  France.  .     . 

Whenever  a  foreigner  intends  to  flay  any  time  in 
the  towns  belonging  to  thefe  diftricts,  an  officer  of 
the  place  immediately  waits  on  him,  in  the  name  of 
the  governor,  with  a  prefent  of  wine,  for  which  the 
bearer  of  the  meffage  is  generally  difmifled  with  a 
piece  of  money. 

From  the  fea,  the  Pais  de  Vaud  appears  like  a 
pleafant  amphitheatre,  where  the  eminences  rife  gra- 
dually to  the  eye.  By  land  the  road  from  Laufanne 
to  Genoa,  is  a  pleafant  day's  journey ;  and  the  terri- 
tory of  Savoy  directly  facing  it,  is  not  without  its 
beauties. 

The  river  Rhone  difembogues  itfelf  nearVilleneuve 
into  the  Leman,  or  Geneva  lake.  This  lake  is  eight 
German  miles  in  length,  but,  if  meafured  along  its 
winding  banks,  it  is  near  ten.  The  ihorteit  fide 
is  that  toward  Savoy,  which,  with  its  meanders  in- 
cluded, is  not  above  ieven  fuch  miles.  Its  greateft 
breadth  is  near  Rolle,  where  it  is  about  five  leagues. 
Vol,  IV,  U  It 
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Ft  is  as  rarely  frozen  as  the  Bodcnfee  :  there  was  how- 
ever an  in  (lance  of  it  in  the  year  157^.  The  abun- 
dance of  fifh  formerly  in  this  lake,  has  fuffered  fome 
diminution  •,  efpecially  within  thefe  forty  or  fifty  yea^s 
pall,  by  a  fpecies  of  ravenous  fifh,  unknown  here 
before  that  time*  The  natives  call  them  moutela ■; 
but  whether  they  came  into  this  lake  from  thofe  of 
Neufchatel  or  Yverdun  (which  laft,  by  means  of  a 
canal,  and  the  little  river  La  Venoge,  has  a  commu- 
nication with  the  lake  of  Geneva)  or  from  a  large 
pond  in  the  neighbourhood  of  La  Venoge,  through 
a  fubterraneous  paiTage,  or  from  fome  inundation,  is 
uncertain.  Trouts  were  formerly  taken  in  this  lake, 
weighing  between  fifty  and  fixty  pounds  •,  but  at  pre- 
sent, the  largeft  do  not  exceed  twenty  or  thirty.  I 
have  often  wondered  that  there  are  here  no  gondo'. 
or  plcafure-boats,  for  taking  the  air  on  the  water ; 
but  this,  in  all  probability,  proceeds  from  the  well! 
regulated  police,  and  the  ilrict  precaution  they  take 
to  cut  off  all  incentives  to  unneceffary  and  exorbitant 
expences.  In  the  lake,  not  far  from  Geneva,  is  a 
large  flone,  near  the  bafis  of  which  is  a  capacious  ca- 
vity. They  call  it  la  Pierre  de  Neiton,  Neito: .' 
ffone  •,  a  name  given  to  the  Neptune  of  the  antier.t 
Celt?e  and  Gauls.  That  it  was  ufed  as  an  altar  for 
jacrifkes,  is  apparent  from  feveral  uteniils  for  fuch 
purpoies  being  found  in  its  cavity  about  fifty  years 
ago. 

The  Rhone,  near  its  mouth,  forms  an  ifland,  upon 
ich,  and  the  banks  on  both  fides,  the  city  of  Ge- 
neva is  fituated  in  latitude  46s-1  12'  north.  That  part 
of  the  city  on  the  right  hand,  called  St.  Gervais,  from 
a  church  of  that  name;  is  far  inferior  both  with  r<  - 
gard  to  extent,  and  the  beauty  of  the  ftructures,  10 
that  on  the  ruj  -id  to  the  left  hand  of  the  i  iw 

fn  general,  however,  great  improvements  have  lx    1 
made  .in  the  city,  and  every  day,  during  thefe  twenty 

trs  pail,  has  increafed  its  luftre.     The  new  and 

.    now    ereding,   have    drawn 

lafoas  and  other  artificers; 

but 
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but  as  various  methods  have  been  difcovered  of  pro- 
curing excellent  materials  for  building  at  a  very  cheap 
rate,  the  conftant  works  carrying  on,  inftead  of  in- 
creafing,  had  reduced  the  private  buildings. 

[Our  countryman  Mr.  Addiibn  gives  a  defcriptiort 
of  the  fituation  of  Geneva  and  its  lake,  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect;. 

The  greater!  part  of  the  city  of  Geneva  is  fituated 
on  a  hill,  and  has  its  view  bounded  on  all  fides  by 
feveral  ranges  of  mountains ,  but  thefe  are  at  fo  great 
a  dritance,  that  they  leave  open  a  furprizing  variety 
of  beautiful  profpedts;  and  from  their  fituation  cover 
the  country  they  inclofe  from  all  winds,  except  the 
fouth  and  north;  and  to  the  laft  of  thefe  winds  the 
inhabitants  of  this  city  afcribe  the  healthfulnefs  of 
the  air.    For  as  the  Alps  furround  the  city   On  all 
lides,  forming  a  vail  bafon,  within  which  is  a  well 
watered  country,  there  would  here  be  a  conftant  ftag- 
nation  of  vapours,  did  not  the  north  winds  put  them 
in  motion,  and  fcatter   them   from   time    to   time; 
From  this  fituation  the  fun  rifes  later  at  Geneva,  and 
lets  fooner,  than  in  other  places  of  the  fame  latitude  § 
and  the  tops  of  the   neighbouring  mountains  are  co- 
vered with  light,  above  half  an  hour  after  the  fun  is 
down  at  Geneva.     Thefe  mountains  alfo   much  in- 
creafe  the  heats  of  fummer,  and  form  an  horizon  that 
has  fomething  in  it  very  fmgular  and  agreeable.    On 
the  one  hand,  a  long  range  of  hills  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  mount  Jura,  is  covered  with  pafture  and 
vineyards;  and  on  the  other,  huge  precipices  formed 
of  naked  rocks  rife  in  a  thoufand  odd  figures,  and 
being  cleft  in  ibme  places,  difcover  high  mountains 
of  mow,  at  the  diflance  of  feveral  leagues    behind 
them.     To  the  fouthward  the  hills  riling  more  infen- 
fibly,  leave  the  eye  a  vaft  uninterrupted  profpect; 
but  the  mo 3:  beautiful  view  is  that  of  the  lake,  and 
its  borders,  that  lie  north  of  the  town. 

This  lake  refembles  the  fea,  both  in  the  colour  of 
its  waters,  in  the  dorms  that  are  raifed  on  it,  and  in 
the  ravages  it  makes  on  the  banks.     It  alfo  receives 

U  a  different 
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different  names  from  the  coafts  it  wafhes,  and  has  in 
ilimmer  fomething  like  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the 
tide,  occafioned  by  the  melting  of  the  mows,  that 
fall  more  copioufly  into  it  at  noon,  than  at  other 
times  of  the  day.  It  has  five  different  Rates  bordering 
on  it  France,  the  dutchy  of  Savoy,  the  canton  of  Bern, 
the  bifhoprick  of  Sion,  and  the  republic  of  Geneva. 

I  made  a  little  voyage,  fays  Mr.  Addifon,  round 
the  lake,  and  touched  at  the  feveral  towns  on  its 
coafis,  which,  though  the  wind  was  all  the  way  pretty 
fair,  took  up  near  five  days.  The  right  fide  of  the 
lake  from  Geneva  belongs  to  the  dutchy  of  Savoy, 
and  is  extremely  well  cultivated.  The  greateft  en- 
tertainment in  coafting  it,  was  from  the  ieveral  pro- 
fpects  of  woods,  meadows,  vineyards  and  corn  fields, 
which  lie  on  its  borders,  and  run  up  all  the  fides  of 
the  Alps ;  where  the  barrennefs  of  the  rocks,  or  the 
fteepnefs  of  the  afcent  will  permit.  The  wine  on  this 
fide  of  the  lake  is,  however,  much  inferior  to  that 
on  the  other,  on  account  of  the  vineyards  being  lefs 
expofed  to  the  fun. 

The  lake  on  its  approaching  Geneva  gradually  de- 
creafes  in  breadth,  till  at  I  aft  it  changes  its  name 
into  that  of  the  Rhone,  which  turns  all  the  mills  in 
the  town  \  and  notwithflanding  its  being  very  deep, 
is  extremely  rapid.  It  rifes  in  the  very  mid  it  of  the 
Alps,  and  has  a  long  valley  that  appears  as  if  hewn 
out  on  purpofe  to  give  a  pafiage  to  its  waters,  from 
its  numerous  rocks  and  mountains  that  are  on  all 
fides.  This  brings  it  aim  oft  on  a  direct  line  to  Ge- 
neva, where  it  would  overflow  all  the  country,  were 
there  not  one  particular  elite  that  divides  a  vaft 
circuit  of  mountains,  and  conveys  it  to  Lyons. 
From  Lyons  there  is  another  great  rent,  which  runs 
acrofs  the  whole  country,  in  almolt  another  ftraight 
line-,  and  notwithstanding  the  vaft  height  of  the 
mountains  that  rife  about  it,  gives  it  the  fhortcll 
courfe  it  could  take,  to  fall  into  the 

In  the  lower  part  of  the  town  are  Ieveral  llreets, 
having  a  kind  of  arched  walks  or  piazzas,  wlu 
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perfon  may  be  flickered  from  rain;  but  they  are 
higher,  and  project  farther  than  thofe  at  Bern.  Such 
conveniencies  are  very  neceffary  in  a  city  like  this, 
where  no  coaches  can  be  procured. 

The  church  of  St.  Peter,  is  the  principal  ftructure, 
dedicated  to  religion,  in   the  whole  city.     It  has  a 
monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  Henry  duke  of 
Rohan.    In  this,  and  molt  other  churches  here,  Calvi- 
nifts,  or  reformed  minifters,  perform  the  facred  offices 
in  French.     The  families  which  formerly  fled  hither 
from  Italy,  maintain  an  Italian  church  for  themfelves, 
and  for  fuch   as   may  ftill  be  obliged    to   quit  that 
country  on  account  of  religion.     The  German  Cal- 
vinifts  have  alio  their  own  reformed  minifter.    Luthe- 
rans have  for  thefe  twenty  or  thirty  years  pad,  been 
permitted  to  keep  a  paftor  of  their  own  ;  but  at  pre- 
fent  their  congregation  is  but  fmall ;  the   minifter's 
wife  is  the  only  woman  they  have  among  them.    The 
members  of  this  fociety  are  protected  by  the  duke  of 
Saxe-Gotha,  who  nominates  their  preacher.      Near 
the  entrance  into  the    council-houfe,   are    fome  in- 
fcriptions  relative  to  the  reformation  of  this  church, 
in  the  year  1535;  fome  in  commemoration  of  the  al- 
liance entered  into  between  the  cantons  of  Bern  and 
Zurich  in   11 84;  and  others  relating  to  the  attempt 
of  the  Savoyards  to  furprize  the  city,  which  proved 
abortive.     The  flairs,  or  afcent  to  the  council-houfe, 
is  without  any  fteps,  being  only  a  pavement  compofed 
of  fmall  pebbles,  as  the  moil  commodious  for  per- 
fons  either  to  afcend  or  defcend. 

In  the  armoury  are  fhewn  the  ladders,  a  loaded 
petard,  and  other  implements,  provided  by  the  Sa- 
voyards for  the  famous  efcalade  of  the  city,  which 
was  intended  to  have  been  executed  by  night,  in  the 
year  1602. 

The  city  has  but  a  fmall  extent  of  territory  belong- 
ing to  it ;  fo  that  the  quantity  of  grain  produced  is 
far  from  being  fufficient  for  the  confumption  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  republic  thereby  well  knowing, 
that  the  importation  of  it  from  the  neighbouring 

U  3  countries, 
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countries,  might  be  prevented  either  by  a  bad  harveft, 
infectious  diftempers,  or  war-,  they  wifely  erected,  as 
a  fecurity  againft  a  famine  or  fcarcity,  large  granari 
at  the  public  expence  :  in  thefe  are  continually  hoard- 
ed up  about   ninety  thoufand  centers   or  quintals  of 
grain  ;  a  quantity  reckoned  fufficient  to   fupply   the 
inhabitants  two  years.     But  no  perlbn  is   under  any 
neceflity  of  purchafmg  corn  from  thefe  magazines,  as 
is  cuftomary  at  Rome,   where  every  one  muft  buy  it 
from  the  pope's  flore-houfes,  at  an  exorbitant  price  -, 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  thole  who  fell  corn,  are  ob- 
liged to  deliver  it  at  a  very  low  rate.     The  bakers, 
inn-keepers,  garrifon  and  artificers,  employed  by  the 
city,   are  indeed  obliged  to  buy  corn  from  the  ma- 
gazines belonging  to  the  republic.     The  annual  con- 
fumption  amounts  to  about  fixteen  thoufand  quintals, 
and  is  productive  of  two  advantages  •>  a  fmall  profit 
arifing  from  the  inconfiderable  advance  of  the  price  •, 
and  a  circulation  of  the  corn  every  fix  years,  \o  that  a 
frefh  ftock  is  brought  into  the  granaries. 

The  jurifdiction  was  from  time  immemorial  lodged 
in  the  people,  confiding  of  about  1500  burghers  •>  the 
chiefs  of  which  form  the  four  fyndics,  who,  with 
twenty-one  counfellors,  compofc  the  fupreme  ju 
cature  of  twenty-five  ;  in  which  two  perfons  of  the 
fame  family  can  never  fit  at  the  fame  time  as  mem- 
bers. Next  to  this  is  the  feverer  council  of  fixty,  and 
after  them  the  grand  council  of  two  hundred. 

The  republic,  for  the  maintenance  of  credit,  has 
enacted  a  particular  law,  by  which  a  fon  who  refufes 
to  pay  his  father's  debts,   is  rendered  ir  E  of  any 

office  in  the  Hate.  With  regard  to  matrimonial  con- 
tracts, there  are  alio  fome  lingular  regulations  in 
Geneva.  No  marriages  are  permitted  where  either 
party  profefles  any  other  than  the  proteftant  relij 
All  previous  promifes,  obligations,  and  ccn tracts, 
between  a  Calvinilt  and  a  Roman  catholic,  are  not 
only  declared  null  and  void,  but  alio  the  prom  I 
and  the  confenting  parties  are  liable  to  be  punifhed 
according  to  the  nature  and    circumftances   of  the 

offence. 
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■offence.  A  woman  of  forty  years  of  age  muft  not 
marry  a  rrian  lefs  than  thirty  -,  if  me  exceed  forty, 
her  huiband  muft  at  leaft  be  thirty-five.  Nor  muft 
a  man  above  fixty,  marry  a  woman  who  is  not  at 
leaft  thirty.  A  widow  muft  not  alter  her  condition 
m  lefs  than  fix  months  after  her  hufband's  deceafe. 
The  man  is  under  no  particular  limitation  with  re- 
gard to  time,  but  enjoined  by  the  laws  not  to  connect 
a  new  engagement  too  foon,  with  this  remarkable 
addition,  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  former  laws ; 
tant  pour  obvier  au  fcandale,  que  pour  monger,,  qu'il  a 
fenti  la  main  Dieu.  "  Not  only  to  prevent  fcandal, 
•"  but  to  fhew  that  he  hath  felt  the  hand  of  the 
**  Almighty/' 

A  particular  chamber  is  appointed  for  the  fuppr-ef- 
fion  of  luxury,  and  the  maintenance  of  a  well  regu- 
lated police.  And  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that 
they  have  here  difcovered  an  uncommon  revenue, 
arifing  to  the  city  from  the  dirt  gathered  in  the 
ftreets :  whereas,  in  other  places,  they  are  paid  for 
carrying  it  away.  One  perfon  has  the  fole  right  of 
removing  this  foil,  which  proves  excellent  manure  for 
the  adjacent  lands,  and  pays  annually  to  the  city  for 
this  privilege,  eight  hundred  Geneva  liyres. 

The  French  protectants,  who  were  obliged  to  quit 
their  country,  on  account  of  their  religion,  have  fupT 
plied  Geneva  with  excellent  workmen  and  artificers, 
in  almoft  every  branch  of  trade  :  fo  that,  at  prefent, 
here  are  reckoned  upward  of  three  hundred,  employ- 
ed in  the  watch-trade,  and  its  feveral  branches.  Nor 
are  the  watches  made  here,  inferior  in  beauty  to 
thofe  of  England.  The  filver  watches  fell  here  for 
thirty  Rhenifh  guilders,  and  thofe  of  gold,  and  chaf- 
ed,  for  fifty  rix-dollars. 

The  library  belonging  to  the  city  is  well  furnimed 
with  excellent  books,  and  has  a  curious  collection  of 
medals  and  petrifadions.  The  principal  manufenpts 
are,  an  old  copy  of  Terence,  the  four  gofpels,  writ- 
ten in  the  ninth  century,  and  an  entire  Latin  bible, 
in  a  large  folio.  This  manufcript  has  that  paffage  m 
to  U  4  St> 
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St.  John's  epiflle  about  the  three  who  bear  reco 
heaven,  only  the  verfes  are  t:a  ifpofed  •,  and   the  title 
of  the  epiflle  runs  ad  Spartos,  or  Which   fome    m.-ke 
ad  Sparfo.^  or  difperfos  lid  *h  the  ufual 

title  of  cathoiic  ;  but  others  read  aufe 

St.  Auguftine,  under  this  name,  quotes  foine  places 
of  St.  John's  firil  epiflle. 

In  the  mtifeum,  are  many  other  pieces  <  - 
fome  large  Roman  amphorae,  or  pitchers,  with  nar- 
row necks;  the  image  of  an  antient  Gaulim  prieil,  in 
bronze,  with  a  cann  in  his  right-hand;  a  lar^e  table, 
having  in  the  center  of  it  a  piece  of  Florentine  marl 
two  feet  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth,  n preferring 
in  the  moft  beautiful  manner,  apt:  ew  of 

the  country,  with  the  demolifhed  fortifications  of  a 
city,  and  an  old  caftle  (landing  on  an  eminence. 
Every  perfon  is  allowed  free  accci's  to  this  library, 
ibme  hours  in  a  week  ;  nor  do  they  refufe  to  lend  the 
books  on  certain  conditions. 

I  was  favoured  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Lullin,  the  mi- 
iiifter,  with  a  fight  of  St.  Jerom's  fermons,  wrote  in 
Latin,  on  the  Egyptian  papyrus,  or  a  kind  of  paper 
made  from  the  bark  of  trees ;  and  Montfaucon,  by 
a  writing  under  his  own  hand,  prefixed  to  the  manu- 
fcript,  declares  it  to  have  been  written  in  the  lixth  or 
feventh  century. 

The  kings  of  France  and  England  are  conftantly 
mentioned  in  their  public  prayers.  The  clergy  of 
Geneva,  whether  we  confider  their  chrifiian  deport- 
ment, or  pacific  temper,  may  be  a  pattern  to  manv 
others  of  the  fame  communion,  who  differ  from  them 
in  points  of  doctrine.  Both  the  clergy  and  laity  are 
unwilling  to  enter  into  any  difcourfc  abo,  t  the 
ceedings  againlt  Servetus,  and  earneftly  defire,  that 
the  whole  tn.nfaftion  may  be  buried  in  eternal  obli- 
vion.     It  mult  indeed  he  acknowleged,  that  the  m/m- 

of  proceeding  againfl  Servetus,  however  per 
and  pertinacious  his  fpirit  might  have  been,   cannot 
be  juftified  on  the  genuine  principles  of  the  pror 
religion.     The  place  where  Servetus  was  burnt,  is  a 
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mort  half  league  from  the  city,  over  delightful  mea- 
dows, and  the  walk  to  it  is  called  Plainpalais;  where, 
on  a  fmall  eminence,  was  formerly  a  none  monu- 
ment, with  an  infcription;  but  fome  years  fince  fe- 
C retry  taken  away. 

It  would  be  an  injuflice  to  the  republic  not  to  ob- 
ferve  that  the  fcandalous  and  abfurd  proceifcs  with  re- 
gard to  indictments  and  fentences  againft  witches  and 
forcerers,  one  of  the  relics  of  popery,  were  much 
fooner  exploded  here,  than  in  feveral  other  countries, 
where  the  proteftant  religion  is  profeffed^  none  hav- 
ing fuffered  fince  the  year  1 605.  Nor  are  thofe  ridi- 
culous ftories,  fo  common  in  other  countries,  believed 
or  e^en  related  here. 

On  the  Plain palais,  near  the  gate  where  the  Savo- 
yards attempted  to  furprize  the  city,  in  the  year  1 602, 
is  the  common  burying-ground  for  the  ufe  of  the 
city ;  fome  few  families  are  indeed  interred  in  the 
church  of  St.  Gervais,  fituated  in  the  fuburbs,  and 
among  the  reft,  the  remains  of  Beza.  All  allow  that 
Calvin  is  buried  in  the  church-yard  on  the  Plain- 
palais ;  but  the  Genevefe,  to  mew  their  deteftation 
of  fectarifm,  will  neither  mention  him,  nor  give  any 
information  concerning  the  place  where  his  remains 
are  depofited.  The  celebrated  preacher,  M.  Galliton, 
informed  me,  that  once  a  Scots  prefbyterian  came  to 
him,  and  earneftly  defired  to  fee  Calvin's  grave.  But 
he  allured  him  he  did  not  know  himielf  where  it 
was.  This  reply  furprifing  the  Scotchman,  Galliton 
added,  that  it  had  been  long  fmce  forgot  •,  though 
they  always  expected,  that  a  fuperltitious  prefbyterian 
would  one  day  make  more  inquiry  about  it  than 
the  thing  deferved.  The  Lutheran  minifler,  how-' 
ever,  fhewed  me,  on  the  right  hand,  as  one  enters 
the  church-yard,  a  mark  in  the  wall  of  the  peft-houfe, 
which  ftands  in  the  middle  \  and  oppofite  to  this,  at 
the  diilance  of  fome  few  paces,  the  body  of  Calvin 
is  interred.  He  added,  mat  fome  time  after,  one 
Reuber,  a  Lutheran  clergyman,  was  alfo  buried  there, 
contiguous  to  Calvin. 

About 
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About  feven  long  leagues  from  Geneva,  between 
Fort  Eclufe  and  Mount  Credo,  the  Rhone  totally 
lofes  itfelf  underground.  The  road  thither  is  troublc- 
fome  •,  but  lefs  fo  to  thofe  who  travel  on  horfeback, 
than  to  thofe  who  perform  it  in  any  other  manner. 
Fort  Eclufe  is  fituated  on  a  rock,  at  the  foot  of  which 
the  river  directs  its  courfe :  and  as  this  is  the  only 
road  to  Lyons,  travellers  are  ftriclly  examined  at  this 
place.  After  fome  gentle  falls,  the  river  difappears 
•at  once,  directing  its  courfe  under  ground,  fo  that 
one  may  ford  it  over.  When  the  water  is  low,  the 
opening  in  the  earth  is  vifible,  but  intirely  covered 
when  the  floods  are  out.  Betwixt  eighty  and  a  hun- 
dred paces  from  this  place,  are  feveral  fprings  and 
whirl-pools,  and  foon  after  this,  alrnoJt  half  the  river 
appears,  but  the  other  half  Hill  flows  in  its  fub-. 
nean  channel. 

*  All  young  perfons  mould  vifit  Geneva  before 
France,  as  they  cannot  fail  of  reaping  conliderable 
advantage  from  the  converfation  of  fo  many  perfons 
of  difcinguimed  abilities  both  among  the  clergy  and 
laity  ;  many  of  whom  hold  affemblies  feveral  times  in 
a  week,  where  the  difcourfe  turns  on  the  fciences; 
nor  is  it  any  difficulty  for  ftrangcrs  to  procure  admit- 
tance. All  opportunities  and  incentives  to  a  licen- 
tious way  of  life  are  reftrained,  and  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  fupprefled  by  their  police ;  not  a  theatre  is 
permitted  among  them.  Several  languages  are  fpoke 
here,  particularly  the  French  •,  and  thofe  who  are 
defirous  of  arriving  at  perfection  in  the  academical 
exercifes,  will  here  find  opportunities  fufficient  for 
that  purpofe.  The  fcholars  ride  four  or  five  times  a 
week,  at  the  riding  fchool ;  and  the  firft  month's 
expences  are  five  phtoles,  but  the  fuccccding,  toge- 
ther with  gratuities,  amount  to  only  four.  Thofe 
who  teach  the  languages,  and  other  branches  of  lite- 
rature, charge  a  piftole  a  month,  or  for  fixteen 
Jettons:  and  at  fome  profeffors  houies  you  have  an 
opportunity  of  boarding,  for  which,  with  lodging, 
fire  and  candle  included,  you  pay  about  forty  Rhenifil 
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guilders  a  month.  Greater  improvement  may  be 
reaped  at  Geneva,  from  the  converfarion  of  the  la- 
dies, than  in  any  other  place.  Their  manners  are 
free  and  open  like  the  French  ;  but  being  ftrengthen- 
ed  by  a  virtuous  education,  the  exhortations  of  their 
clergy,  the  falutary  laws  of  their  police,  and  at  the 
fame  time  not  expofed  to  examples  of  immorality  and 
licentioufnefs ;  they  habitually  contract  an  irreproach- 
able virtue:  fo  that  mould  any  one,  from  the  free- 
dom of  their  behaviour,  conclude  that  little  trouble 
would  be  fufficient  to  contract  an  immodeft  familiari- 
ty, he  would  find  hi mfelf  wretchedly  miftaken-,  where- 
as the  French  ladies,  efpecially  the  Pariflans,  are  very- 
free,  and  at  the  fame  time  poiTeffed  but  of  little 
virtue. 

Almoft  the  only  method  of  travelling  from  Geneva 
to  Italy,  is  in  a  kind   of  fedan,  or  poil-chaife,  half 
covered  at  top,  large  enough  to   hold  two  perfons* 
and  room  behind  for  two  trurTksT    It  has  only  two 
wheels,  is  drawn  by  two  horfes,  one  of  which  goes 
between  the  fhafts,  and  bears  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
burden.     It  is  commonly  faid,  that   in  order  to  have 
a  good  chaife,  the  fhafts  fKould  be  made  at  Venice, 
the  wheels  "at  Geneva,    and   the  iron-work  at  Milan. 
You  cannot  travel  in  four-wheeled  carriages  through 
Savoy,  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  on  account 
of  the  rocks,  and  the  narrow  and  fhort  turnings  often 
met  with  in  the  mountains.     As   there  are  frequent 
opportunities  at  Geneva  of  return  chaifes  for  Turin, 
the  whole  expence  for  the  carriage,  living  on  the  road, 
the  charges  of  a  mule  and  fervant  to  attend  it  over 
mount  Senis,  will  not  amount  to  more  than  eight  or 
nine  piftoles :  but  it  will  be  neceffary  to  agree  for  eat- 
ing and  lodging  together,  as  the  inn-keepers  are  very 
apt  to  impofe  upon  ftrangers ;  poftboys  know  both 
the  price  of  wines  and  provilions  -,  and  the  landlords 
are  willing  to  oblige  them  on  account  of  their  con- 
flan  t  cuftom.     This  caution  is  unnecefTary  in  other 
parts  of  Italy;  it  being  fufficient  to  tell  your  hoft,  that 
you  will  eat  al  $afta>  or  at  the  ordinary,  which  cofts 
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each  perfon  thirty  Piedmontefe  fols,  or  three  paoli, 
and  at  flipper  for  bed  and  chamber  forty  fols,  or  four 
paoli ;  and  for  a  fervant  half  that  fum.  If  a  man 
would  live  al  ccnto^  or  befpcak  any  thing  for  him- 
felf,  he  ieldom  fares  better,  notwithstanding  the  inn- 
keeper charges  what  he  pleafes.  The  ufual  enter- 
tainment in  Savoy  is  the  fame  as  in  Italv,  and  com- 
monly confifls  of  a  foup,  boiled  or  roalted  pullets, 
pigeons,  chefnuts,  butter,  cheefe,  and  fome  fruit. 
On  faft-days  the  ordinary  is  very  indifferent,  old  lalt- 
flfli  being  one  of  the  principal  difhes.  The  Savoyard 
wine  is  of  a  dark  red  colour,  and  has  fome  roughnefs 
on  the  palate.  There  is,  indeed,  a  fvveet  wine,  call- 
ed vim  amabili1,  but  lefs  wholfome  than  the  vino 
brufco. 

You  cannot  well  travel  from  Geneva  to  Turin  in 
lefs  than  fix  or  feven  days.  The  river  Arve  runs  at 
about  the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the 
former,  and  is  on  that  fide  the  boundaries  between 
the  republic  of  Genoa,  and  the  dutchy  of  Savoy. 
After  pafling  this  river,  every  thing  which  a  traveller 
is  defirous  of  not  having  frequently  fearched,  is  fealed 
at  a  Savoy  cuftom-houie,  and  a  certificate  given,  that 
they  have  examined  it  at  Novalefe. 

The  prodigious  mountains  called  Montagues  man- 
elites^  4C  the  curfed  or  infamous  mountains,"  and 
nearer  Anccy,  the  Glacieres,  "  or  ice  houfes,"  you 
leave  on  your  left  hand.  They  are  fituated  at 
about  three  days  journey  from  Geneva,  and  being 
perpetually  covered  with  fnow  and  ice,  the  learching 
for  reck  cryftaJ  in  their  clefts,  is  always  dangerous  and 
often  fatal. 

In  thefe  mountains,  particularly  thofe  of  Faucigny, 
are  the  faurces  of  the  river  Arve,  which,  at  about  a 
muflcet-fhot  from  the  city  of  Geneva,  falls  into  the 
Rhone  \  and,  according  to  the  diver firy  of  feafons, 
either  (wells  or  finks  very  fuddenly.  Some  particles 
of  gold  are  found  in  the  fand;  but  not  in  quantities 
fufficient  to  compenlate  the  tedious  talk  of  collecting 
it;  no  perfon  being  able  to  earn  above  a  quarter  of 
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a  dollar  in  a  day.  In  the  adjacent  villages  it  is  rare 
to  meet  with  any,  except  women,  throughout  the 
year.  The  men,  efpecially  thofe  that  are  young, 
being  fcarcely  two  months  of  the  year  at  home,  the 
poverty  of  their  native  country  obliging  them  to  feek 
their  bread  in  foreign  countries,  by  iweeping  chim- 
nieSj  carrying  about  marmottes,  and  the  like :  but 
they  never  fail  to  bring  home  part  of  the  little'  they 
procure,  to  maintain  their  families.  And  as  the  men 
both  let  out  and  return  at  one  particular  feafon  -t  the 
women  commonly  lie-in  about  the  fame  time.  At 
Marlie,  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  Geneva,  I  obferv-* 
ed  the  firft  paper  windows  fo  common  in  Italy,  and 
even  fometimes  in  the  palaces  of  the  great ;  but  can- 
not recommend  them  as  ornamental.  The  paper  is 
foaked  in  oh\  in  order  to  render  it  more  transparent, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  keep  out  the  external 
air,  which,  in  feveral  places,  efpecially  in  the  night- 
time, is  very  unwholeibme.  The  dearnefs  of  glafs 
may  be  one  reafori  why  paper  windows  are  fo  com- 
mon in  Italy  *,  to  which  muft  be  added  the  above- 
mentioned  property  of  keeping  out  the  external  air, 
and  its  not  refracting  the  fun-beams y  for  in  a  hot 
fummer  the  refraction  of  the  fun  beams  through 
glafs,  would  render  the  rooms  infupportably  hot. 

Rumelie  is  fituated  a  quarter  of  a  league  from 
Marlie  ;  about  half  way,  on  the  left  hand,  are  high 
mountains,  covered  with  mow,  and  at  a  fmall  dis- 
tance Anecy,  an  epifcopal  fee,  fituated  on  a  beautiful 
lake.  This  place  affords  a  moft  delightful  refidence ; 
both  on  account  of  the  many  elegant  profpecls  that 
furround  it,  and  the  good  company  to  be  met  with 
in  it.  French  is  univerfally  fpoken  in  Savoy  •,  and 
from  that  language  they  have  taken  moft  part  of  the 
names  of  towns  and  villages  ;  but  the  difpofition  and 
temper  of  the  nation,  are  more  of  a  German  turn, 
diftinguifhing  themfelves  from  their  neighbours,  who 
inhabit  the  Southern  and  weitera  diftricts,  by  what 
they  call  the  old  German  honefty.  This,  in  all  pro- 
bability, is  greatly  promoted  by  the  poverty  of  the 
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mountainous  part  of  the.  country,  where  a  peafant 
pofTefled  of  a  pair  of  oxen,  two  horfes,  four  cows,  a 
few  goats  and  fheep,  with  a  fmall  fpot  of  cultivated 
land,  is  elteemed  a  man.  of  fubltance.     It  therefore 
is  no  wonder,  that  they  fend  their  children  abroad,  in 
order  to  get  their  livelihood,    by  fhewing  marmottes, 
cleaning   of  fhoes,  fweeping  chimnies,  or  the  like. 
They  fay,  there  are  about  eighteen  thoufand  Savoy- 
ards,  young  and  old,   at  Paris.     Among   thefe,   the 
boys  clean  fhoes,  and  during  winter,  between  forty 
and  fixty  of  them  lodge  together  in  one  room-,  but 
in  fummer,  the  Hones  at  the  thresholds   of  houfes, 
ierve  them  for  pillows.     They  are,    however,   not- 
withstanding their  poverty,  lb  honeft,  that  you  may 
truft  them  to  change  gold.     If  they  are  even  fortu- 
nate enough  to  procure  a  fufneiency   for  opening  a 
little  (hop,  they  are  fuch  confummate  matters  of  oeco- 
nomy,  that  they  fcarce  once  fail  of  acquiring  a  confi- 
derable   fortune.     The   rich    banker  and   financier, 
Croizat,  whole  daughter  married  count  d'Evereux  of 
the  houfe  of  Bouillon,    was  originally  one  of  thele 
Savoyard  boys.     The  love  of  their  native  country  is, 
however,  often  fo  prevalent,  that  when  they   have 
amaffed  fome  money,  they  return  home.  Once  a  year 
an  old  man  goes  through  all  the  villages,  and  gathers 
all  the  lads  together,  fo  that  in  fome  refpeft,  he  may 
be   compared    to  the  rat-catcher  of  Hamel.     Fre- 
quently the  children  committed  to  his  care,  are  fo 
little,  that  they  are  carried  off  in  bafkets.     This  man 
alfo  brings  letters  from  the  Savoyards  at  Paris,  Lyons 
and   other    places,  to    their    parents,    relations    and 
friends ;    and    fometimes,    likewife,   a   little    money, 
needles,  and  the  like  trifling  prefects  •,  which  encou- 
rages the  old  people  at  home  to  entrull  him   with 
new  colon ies  •,  and  he  himfelf  reaps  fome  profit 
thefe  emigratory  r:\v.  he  continues 

in  vSavoy,  where  he  has  every  thi  ided  for  him, 

without  any  expence. 
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©nly  paying  the  attendant  or  rubber  a  trifle  of  money, 
to  which  office  a  certain  number  of  perfons  are  ap- 
pointed. The  loweft  bath  has  a  fulphureous  fmell, 
and  iffues  from  a  very  plentiful  fpring.  The  upper 
has  no  fmell,  and  madame  Royale  ordered  a  laro-e 
open  bath  to  be  built  a  little  below  it ;  but  this  is 
already  difufed.  No  fifh  or  other  animal  will  live 
in  thefe  hot  waters.  But,  when  ftrangers  come  tov 
fee  this  bath,  it  is  cuitomary  for  little  dirty  fwarthy 
boys  to  fwim  about  in  it,  and  dive  under  the  water 
like  fo  many  frogs,  in  hopes  of  acquiring  a  little 
money,  as  a  reward  for  their  dexterity. 

Chamberry,  the  capital  of  Savoy,  lies  about  two 
leagues,  or  two  hours  journey,  on  the  other  fide  of 
Aix,  in  a  charming  valley.  It  is  pretty  large,  but: 
affords  little  remarkable  to  gratify  a  traveller's  curio- 
fity,  except  the  fountains  in  the  market-place,  where 
four  dogs  fpout  the  water  out  of  their  mouths,  may 
be  called  a  curious  piece.  The  chapel  belonging  to 
the  palace,  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  has  a  beautiful 
front,  enriched  with  elegant  flames  and  grand  pillars. 

Three  leagues  from  Chamberry  lies  mount  Melian, 
formerly  fo  famous  for  its  fortifications;,  but  which  are 
at  prefent  entirely  demolifhed ;  and  three  leagues  far- 
ther is  Aigues-belles,  about  half  a  league  from  which 
begins  a  narrow  valley,  extending  to  mount  Senis. 
La  Chambre  is  four  miles  further.  A  little  before 
you  reach  St.  Jean  de  Morcienne,  two  leagues  diflant 
from  La  Chambre,  they  have  mended  the  rough  and 
ftony  roads,  and  built  a  large,  high,  and  paved  ftone 
bridge  over  a  narrow  valley -9  but  amidft  thefe  tre- 
mendous mountains  refembling  thofe  of  Tirol,  both 
with  regard  to  height,  and  their  fummits  being 
immerfed  in  clouds,  the  roads  are  far  worfe  than 
thofe  of  Tirol  We  paifed  a  river  betwixt  five  and 
fix  times  in  one  day,  travelling  fometimes"  on  this, 
and  fometimes  on  that  fide  of  the  valley,  over  craggy 
rocks,  which  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  on  this  fide 
of  St.-  Michael,  are  remarkably  fleep  and  narrow.. 
Thefe  high  rocks-  do  not,  like  others,   confiil  of  one 
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hard  ftone,  but  of  feveral  huge  mafics,  not  connect- 
ed with  one  another,  but  heaped  confufedly  together. 
So  that,  in  rainy  and  ftormy  weather,  they  are  eafily 
feparated,  and  large  maffes  often  tumble  into  tlic- 
road,  fome  veftiges  of  which  I  have  feen ;  and  once  a 
whole  waggon  was  crufhed  and  buried  under  a  dif- 
ruption  of  this  kind.  They  incommode  the  way  fo, 
that  one  is  obliged  to  travel  on  the  other  fide.  And 
the  poll- boy,  who  generally  travels  this  road  every 
week,  allured  us,  that  it  v/as  only  a  few  weeks  fince 
that  they  were  rolled  away.  As  foon  as  the  vallev 
begins  to  augment  in  breadth,  we  meet  with  (mall 
vineyards,  fupported  with  a  dry  ftone  wall,  refembling 
a  breaft-work. 

Near  St.  Michael,  on  the  right,  are  fome  moun- 
tains, which  make  a  very  beautiful  appearance,  be- 
ing extremely  lofty,  and  covered  with  paitures  and 
arable  fields  to  the  borders  of  the. mow.  But  beino- 
inacceifible  to  carriages,  die  manure  is  carried  to 
them  by  women  and  affes.  The  wine  produced  on 
fuch  a  barren  and  craggy  loil,  cannot  be  expected  to 
be  the  moft  excellent  in  the  world-,  but  that  of  Mont 
Melian  is  efteemed  the  beft  in  the  country. 

There  is  very  good  accommodation  in  a  fpacious 
inn  at  St.  Michael's,  (landing  by  the  road-fide ;  it  for- 
merly belonged  to  a  nobleman,  but  he  was  at  lad 
obliged  to  abandon  it,  on  account  of  the  great  ex- 
pence   of  procuring  water.     Over  the  doors  of  the 
chambers,  are  Mill  fome  excellent  moral  inilriptions 
in  Latin.     And  it  would  be  no  diiagreeable  amufe- 
ment   to  travellers,  if  all  inns   were   furnilhed  with 
fomething  of  the  fame  kind,  which  could  not  fail  of 
entertaining  travellers  very  agreeably,   when  obliged 
to  wait  for  their  meals  being  got   ready,  or  for  the 
baiting  of  their  horfes.     But  with  regard  to  the  (allies 
of  fancy,  commonly  wrought  by  young  pcrfons  upon 
window- panes,  they  are  generally  either  trifling  or  vi- 
cious. 

The  continual  cataracts  or  falls  of  water,  and  the 
rapidity  of  the  Arc,  are  fullicient  demonftration?, 
that  the  land  is  greajly  elevated  \  but  its  acclivity  itill 
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continues  to  the  very  foot  of  mount  Senis,     The 
white  froth,  and  green  tincture  of  the  waters,  form  a 
very  beautiful  contrail ;  and  the  cafcades   which  it 
forms  over  the  huge  rocks  fallen  down  from  both 
fides  of  the  mountains,  are  often  as  elegant  as  thofe 
made   by   art :    befide,  the    numerous   fprino-s    and 
ftreams  which  tumble  down  the  mountain,  greatly  in- 
creafe,   by   their  luftre  and   confufed   murmur,  the 
pleafure  of  this  romantic  fcene.     But,    on  the  other 
hand,  the  road  is  every  where  fo  narrow,  and  in  fome 
places  fo  fteep,   that  the  moft  fecure  way  is  to  alight, 
and  walk  on  foot.     A  little  on  this  fide  of  St.  Andre, 
the  road  paries  over  a  rifing  ground,  where,   in  fome 
places,  it  is  fupported  by  a  breaftwork,  and  others  by- 
wooden  rails,  but  not  of  ftrength  fufficient  for  the 
purpofe  1  fo  that  this  place  nearly  refembles  the  pafs 
near  Cifmone,  in  the  Lower  Tirol.     What  increafes 
the  terrible  afpedt  of  the  road  is,  the  high  impending 
rocks,   from  whence  dififevered  pieces  threaten  every 
moment  to  follow  thofe  fragments  which  have  already 
rendered  the  road  fo  difficult  to  travellers. 

Modane,  St. Andre, Termignon,  and  Lanebourg,  are 
but  mean  places.  At  the  laft  of  thefe,  meafures  are 
taken  for  eroding  mount  Senis :  and  as  five  hours  are 
requifite  toaccomplifh.  this  journey,  a  traveller  mould 
be  careful  to  fet  out  early  in  the  morning,  or  at 
leaft  before  noon ;  for  the  night  will  be  very  uncom- 
fortable, if  any  accident  mould  oblige  him  to  put 
up  on  the  mountain,  at  La  RamarTe,  or  La  Grande 
Croix.  At  Lanebourg,  one  takes  a  mule  to  La 
Grande  Croix,  where  the  baggage '  and  chaifes  are 
taken  to  pieces,  and  carried  over  the  mountains  upon 
mules  and  afTes.  The  vetturrini,  or  carriers,  have 
chaifes  on  each  fide  of  the  mountains,  fo  that  they 
have  no  occafion  of  being  at  the  expence,  or  trouble, 
of  taking  them  to  pieces.  The  horfes  which  they 
take  with  them,  by  frequently  going  over  this 
road,  become  as  well  acquainted  with  it  as  thofe  be- 
longing to  the  natives',  ib  that  between  Lanebourg 
and  Novalefe,  you  may  fafely  let  them  go  as  they 
Vol.  IV.   '  X  pkafc. 
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pleafe.     From  La  Grande  Croix,  to  Novalefe,  travel- 
lers take  the  carriers   they  hired  at  Lanebourg.     In 
travelling  from  Piedmont,  the  journey  is  performed 
on  mules,  from  Novalefe  over  the   iteep  mountain, 
till  one  comes  to  La  Grande  Croix,  and  alfo  over  the 
plain  to  La  RamafTe,  where  the  Novalele  carriers  take 
up  and  forward  the  travellers  to  I  .anebourg.      In  go- 
ing down  the  mountain,  mules  are  not  fo  Lcure  from 
flipping,  nor  does  one  fit  fo  well  upon  them  as   in 
going  up  •,  for  which  reafon,  it  is   neceffary  to   be 
carried  by  men.    In  the  inn  at  Chamberry  I  met  with 
a   learned  Francifcan,  from  Turin,  who  made  it  a 
point  of  confeience  not  to  be  carried  by  men,  affert- 
ing,  that  in  his  opinion,  it  was  a  violation  of  that 
equality,  nature  had  placed  between  all  the  human 
fpecies,  and  which  Ihould,  as  far  as  poffible,  be  main- 
tained.    Accordingly,  he  travelled  from  RamafTe  to 
Lanebourg  on  foot-,  but  allured   me,  that  he  would 
not  for  the  future  regard  fuch  fcruples,  as  the  prodi- 
gious fteepnefs  of  the  mountain  often  put  him  to  the 
greateft  difficulty  of  keeping  himlelf  from  falling. 

L anebourg  is  fituated  in  fuch  a  manner  among  the 
mountains,  particularly  mount  Senis,  which  lies  fo 
near  it  on  the  eaft  and  fouth;  that  the  inhabitants 
never  fee  the  fun  from  the  end  of  November  till  the 
17  th  of  January:  at  which  time  he  makes  his  firft  ap- 
pearance over  the  fummits  of  the  mountains.  On 
the  left  hand  near  Lanebourg,  is  Bonaife,  a  very 
high  mountain,  whofe  top  is  entirely  covered  with 
fnow,  and  where  they  hunt  the  chamois,  during 
the  fummer  feafon.  From  Lanebourg  to  the  top  of 
mount  Senis,  is  reckoned  a  league,  but  you  cannot 
reach  it  in  lefs  than  an  hour.  From  thence  it  is  two 
leagues,  over  a  plain,  to  1  a  Grande  Croix,  and  re- 
quires upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half.  Then  you 
have  two  leagues  farther,  on  a  declivity,  one  of  which 
brings  you  to  Fertiere,  and  the  other  to  Novalefe. 

In  winter,  when  the  fnow  lies  on  the  ground,  the 

plain  on  the  iummit  of  mount  Senis  is  palled  in  (ledges 
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drawn   by  a  h'orfe  and  mule.     The  declivity   from 
La  Grande  Croix  to  Novaleie,  you  pais  in  all  feaibns 
in   chairs  ;  the    huge   ftones;   crooked  ways    full   of 
pits,  and  dangerous  precipices,  not  admitting  Qedges. 
But  you  may  pafs  the  defcent  from  mount  Sen  is  to 
Lanebourg,  during  the  winter,   in  another  manner. 
At  the    beginning   of  the  declivity,  (lands  a  houfe 
called  La  Ramafie,  where,  being;  placed  in  a  fledge, 
you  defcend  to  Lanebourg  in  feven  or  eight  minutes  ; 
but  with  fucli  rapidity,  that  it  is  with   difficulty  you 
can   keep  your  breath.     Thefe  fledges  contain  only 
two  peribns,   the  traveller  and  guide,  who  fits   for- 
ward,  and  (ieers  with  a  itaff.     On  each  fide  of  him 
he  has  an  iron  chain,  which  he  drops  like  an  anchor, 
whenever  he  is   defirous  either  to  moderate   or  flop 
the  motion  of  the  (ledge.     This,  as   well  as  the  car- 
rying in  chairs*,  they  call  Ramaffer  les  gens,  alter  a  Ra- 
maffer*     Some   travellers,  efpecially  the  Englifh  and 
Germans,  are  fo  pleafed  with  this  rapid  defcent,    that 
they  take  mules  from  Lanebourg,  and  ride  up  again 
to  La  Ramaife,  in  order  once  more  to  enjoy  the  plea- 
fure  of  fuch  a  quick  defcent.     The  horie  road  from 
Lanebourg,  up  the  mountain,  is  in  a  continual  wind- 
ing courfe-,   which  the  mules  and  affes  are  fo  far  from 
miffing,  that  they  know  how  to  pick  out  the  bed 
track,  and   avoid  the  (tones-,  fo  that  the  rider  may 
truft  himfelf  to  them  without  any  danger. 

From  Lanebourg  to  Novaleie  are  two  roads,  the 
old  and  the  new.  The  latter  is  indeed  the  word,  but 
at  the  fame  time  the  fhorteft,  and  therefore  followed 
by  thofe  who  ride  on  mules,  or  are  carried  in  chairs. 
One  would  be  apt  to  think,  that  the  men  of  Lane- 
bourg and  Nov  ale  fe,  on  account  of  the  heavy  loads 
they  almoft  daily  carry,  and  their  continual  palling 
up  thefe  deep  and  lofty  mountains,  mult  loon  be- 
come confumptive.  In  Germany,  what  a  noife  and 
buftle  our  chairmen  make,  if  they  are  obliged  to 
carry  any  bulky  perfon  a  few  hundred  paces.  But 
the  Lanebourg  carriers  climb  up,  like  cats,  a  fteep 
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mountain,  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  without  the  leaft 
difficulty  of  breathing,  or  retting  the  mi  elves-,  and  on 
the  plain  at  top,  get  the  tlart  of  us  again  •,  and  as 
foon  as  they  have  put  their  chaifes  in  order,  which 
they  do  in  a  few  minutes,  they  carry  the  company 
over  the  word  part  of  the  road  for  two  hours,  without 
refting  more  than  a  few  minutes  at  four  different 
times.     But  fuch  is  the  effect  of  habit,  and  fimple 
diet,  and  to  the  fame  caufes  may  be  attributed  their 
longevity,   many  of  them  arriving  at  a  hundred  years 
of  age.     Their  common  drink  is  milk,  and  they  fel- 
dom  tafte  any  wine.     To  render  them  lefs  liable  to 
flip,  they  have  no  heels  on  their  fhoes,  and  their  foles 
are  rubbed  with  a  composition  of  rofin  and  wax.  The 
machine  in  which  travellers  are  carried  down  hill,  is 
a  kind  of  ftraw  chair,  with  a  low  back,  two  fupports 
for  the  arms,   but  no  feet ;  inftead  of  which  a  board 
is  fattened  before  with  a  cord  for  the  traveller  to  reft 
his  fee.t  upon.     The  feat,  which  confines  of  bark,  and 
pieces  of  ropes  twilled  together,  is  fattened  to  two 
poles,  and  carried  like  a  chair  or  fedan,  by  means 
of  broad  leather  ftraps. 

La  Grande  Croix  lies  on  the  fide  next  to  Piedmont, 
where  the  high  plain  of  mount  Senis  terminates,  and 
the  defcent  of  the  mountain  begins.  The  only  build- 
ings here  are  an  inn  and  a  chapel ;  in  the  latter,  thole 
who  perifh  by  cold  or  fnow  on  thefe  mountains  are 
buried,  provided  a  rofary,  or  any  other  token  of  their 
beins  catholics,  is  found  about  them.  The  wooden 
cjrofe  erected  near  the  houfe,  feparates  Piedmont  and 
Savoy  from  each  other;  fo  that  the  inn  belongs  to 
both  countries.  After  we  had  taken  chairs  at  this 
place,  and  were  carried  over  fome  very  dangerous 
places,    wc  at  a  fmall  plain  furrounded  wick 

lofty  rocks,  and   called  La  Plaine  de  St.  Nicholas, 
where  are  alfo  fome  breaft-works,  composed  of  loofe 
itone,  which  in  the  laic  war  ferved  the  troops  of  both 
les  as  a  kind  of  s.     The  French  wanted  to 

penetrate  farther  on  the  Dde  toward  Lanebourg,  ^.nd 
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the  Germans  kept  their  poft  on  that  toward  Novalefe. 
In.  this  plain  we  walked  above  a  hundred  paces  on 
foot,  till  we  came  to  the  large  cafcade  of  the  river 
Semar;  the  bottom  of  which  is  fo  deep,  and  the 
rapidity  and  force  of  the  water  fo  great,  that  nothing 
'which  falls  into  it  ever  appears  again,  as  happened 
laft  winter  to  a  loaded  mule. 

Fertiere  lies  halfway  between  La  Grande  Croix  and 
Novalefe,  and,  in  my  opinion,  is  nearly  on  the  fame 
horizontal  level  with  Lanebourg.  From  this  it  may 
be  concluded,  how  much  lower  Piedmont  lies  than 
the  other  parts  of  Savoy,  contiguous  to  mount  Senis. 
From  Chamberry  you  begin  again  to  afcend,  and  it 
is  fufrlcientiy  evident  from  the  rapid  courfe  and  fre- 
quent cafcades  in  the  river  Arc. 

On  the  left  hand  between  Fertiere  and  Novalefe  is 
mount  Rochemelon,  fnppofed  the  highefl  of  all  the 
Italian  Alps.  From  this  place  indeed  it  feems  to 
unite  with  the  adjoining  chain  of  mountains,  but  they 
are  feparated  by  a  valley,  and  it  is  a  whole  day's 
journey  to  gain  its  top.  I  at  firft  could  clearly  fee 
its  fummit,  but  in  lels  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  it 
was  fhrouded  in  a  cloud.  Such  changes  occur  very 
frequently,  and  it  often  happens,  that  after  the  toil 
of  climbing  this  prodigious  acclivity,  you  are  ob- 
liged to  wait  for  fair  weather,  before  you  can  come 
down  again.  But  when  the  iky  is  clear  and  ferene, 
the  labour  is  very  well  compenfated,  by  a  mofl  ailo- 
nifhmg  proipecr.  of  the  territories  of  Milan,  Trevig- 
nan,  Venice,  and  other  flates.  Whence  fome  have 
imagined,  that  this  was  the  mountain  from  whence 
Hannibal  ihewed  his  army  the  glories  of  Italy,  to 
animate  them  to  purfue  their  march  Upon  firing,  a. 
mufket  on  the  top  of  this  mountain,  the  report  is 
not  louder  than  that  of  breaking  a  piece  o.f  wood. 
Formerly  a  ftatue  of  Jupiter  was  placed  on  the  top 
of  Rochemelon,  but  at  prefent  there  is  one  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  every  year,  on  the  5th  of  Auguft, 
imafs  is  faid  here,  at  which  many  thoitiands  of  people 
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affift,  from  all  their  neighbouring  pares-,  notwithftand- 
ing  they  are  obliged,  even  at  that  feafon  of  the  year, 
to  clamber  over  ihow  and  ice,  and  pais  at  lealt  one 
night  on  the  mountain,  where  they  lie  on  the  bare 
ground  or  naked  rocks.  They  therefore  ha.  e  need  of 
mantles,  and  other  good  covering,  to  protect  them 
from  the  feverity  of  the  weather. 

Between  Fertiere  and  Novalefe,  you  are  (bmetimes 
obliged  to  alight  from  thefe  ft  raw  chairs,  and  walk 
about  forty  or  fifty  pacer,  on  foot  •,  not  from  the  dan- 
geroufnefs  of  the  road,  but  the  narrow  paiTes  between 
the  ueep  rocks,  which  will  nor  permit  the  chairmen 
to  carry  their  chairs  on  their  long  poles-,  but  bear 
them  either  on  their  arms,  or  aloft  in  the  air,  for 
they  are  very  light.  One  of  /heie  defiles  h  called  le 
Pas  de  Liable,  that  is,  ".  the  devil's  ftep."  The 
path  is  often  fcarcely  a  foot  broad,  having  on  each 
fide  very  fteep  precipices.  Sometimes  indeed  it  hap- 
pens that  thefe  chairmen  fl nmbie  and  fall  down,  but 
feldom  or  never,  in  places  where  there  is  any  danger. 
Whenever  an  accident  of  this  kind  luppens,  it  is 
rroft  advifeable  to  throw  themfelves  on  the  ground. 
Thev  go  a  very  eafy  pace  •,  and  as  the  weather  was 
fair  and  fererie,  1  was  very  well  pleafed  with  my  day's 
journey. 

Siifa  lies  a  fuil  league  beyond  Novalefe,  and  on 
this  fide  of  it  Hands  fort  Brunette,  erected  fifteen 
years  ago,  and  cannot  perhaps  be  paralleled  in  the 
whole  woild.  It  confifts  of  eight  baft  ions  •,  and  was, 
together  with  all  its  outworks,  hewn  out  of  the  rock. 
Ali  communication  between  the  baftions  and  the  other 
we  rks  Ls  bv  flibterranean  pafiages,  cut  through  pme 
reck  •,  thefe  JpafTages  are  of  fuch  a  breadth,  that  large 
gons  and  heavy  cannon,  drawn  by  leyera)  horfes, 
may  comroodicufly  and  fafely  go  from  one  place  to 
then  No  houfes  are  to  be  (een  in  the  whole  for- 
trefs,  and  but  a  few  centincls  belonging  to  the  garri- 
'crt.  Cannon  and  mines  wouldbeofnoconfequen.ee 
to  this  ftrong  place,  as  being  compofed  of  one  i 
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rock-,  and. two  thoufand  men,  well  fnpplied  with  pro- 
vifions  and  ammunition,  might  defend  it  againft  a 
powerful  army. 

When  you  are  paft  Sufa,  the  road  is  good,  the  val- 
ley opens,  and  difcovers  a  beautiful  proipecl:  of  arable 
lands,  decorated  with  rows  of  walnut-trees,  excellent 
meadows,  and  extenfive  vineyards.  Four  leagues 
and  a  half  beyond  Novalefe,  lies  BofTulens,  a  mean 
place,  but,  like  many  others,  of  no  confederation. 
Veillane  lies  four  leagues  from  BofTulens,  and  from  it 
there  is  a  fine  profpect  terminated  by  Superga,  a  new 
church  built  on  a  high  mountain,  a  league  and  a  half 
beyond  Turin.  About  a  league  from  Veillane  (lands 
the  royal  palace  of  Rivoli,  about  three  fhort  leagues 
from  Turin.  It  is  impoffible  for  imagination  itfelf  to 
form  a  pleafanter  road  than  this  lafb,  it  being  aftraight 
avenue,  and  fufficiently  capacious  for  fix  carriages  to 
go  a-breaft.  The  trees  on  both  fides  are  indeed  but 
young  •,  the  French,  during  the  laft  fiege  of  Turin, 
having  deflroyed  every  tree  in  the  whole  country. 
The  palace  of  Rivoli  is  fituated  on  an  eminence,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  avenue,  near  Sufa,  and  at  the 
other  end  the  profpect,  is  terminated  by  the  city  of 
Turin,  over  one  part  of  which  Superga  appears.  The 
avenue  leading  from  Mechlin  to  Louvain  has,  it  muft 
be  owned,  its  beauties,  and  is  extended  three  leagues 
in  length  •,  but  the  ground  is  more  uneven  and  hilly 
than  this  of  Turin. 

It  would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  find  a  place  where 
arbitrary  power  is  carried  to  greater  height  than  at 
Turin-,  where  the  perfonal  qualities  of  his  majefty 
impart  a  greater  authority  to  his  commands,  than  an 
army  of  regular  troops  could  do  in  another  country. 
His  dominions  being  fituated  between  two  powerful 
neighbours,  the  houfe  of  Savoy  has  thence  politically 
augmented  both  its  dignity  and  power.  Some  in- 
deed pretend,  that  fucha  conduct  would  not  appear 
in  the  mod  favourable  light,  if  ftri&ly  examined  by 
the  unerring  rules  of  juftice  and  morality ;  but  others 
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are  of  opinion,    that  when  the  exigencies  and  urgent 
neceffitics,  under  which  the  court  of  Savoy  J. 
laboured,  are  considered,  thefe  <  which  may 

give  umbrage  to  a  tender  conscience,-  will  totally 
yanifh. 

It  muit,  however,  be  acknowleged,  that  the  greatefl 
ceconomy  is  obferved  in  ..11  the  expencesof  the  court. 
In  Turin  no  marshal's  table  is  kept  •,  and  even  at  la 
Meniere  it  is  fervedwith  dimes  from  the  king's  table. 
The  king  dines  only  with  the  prince  of  Piedmont  and 
his  confort  -,  expcnlive  diverfions  arc  feldom  known, 
and  the  account  of,all  difburfements  fo  clearly  itattd, 
that  the  king,  at  one  view,  may  fee  the  whole 
amount  of  his  annual  expences.  Upon  any  alteration, 
or  extraordinary  difburfements,  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
ference muft  be  fairly  entered  in  a  particular  book; 
and  this  is  obferved  in  fuch  fmall  articles,  as  wood  and 
candles,  &c.     The  king  is  lb  intimated  ainted 

with  the  price  of  every  commodity.,  thai  ly 

he  lifed  to  bargain  with  his  tradefmen,  and  would 
even  point  out  thofe  articles  wherein  they  impoicd 
upon  him  -,  as  alio  the  profits  arifing  from  each  com- 
modity. It  is  known,  that  lie  has  himfelf  bargained 
for  hats,  {lockings,  &c.  both  for  himfelf  and  family,  ' 
with  the  dealers  in  thofe  commodities,  whom  he 
caufed  to  wait  perfonally  on  him.  Ke  once  com- 
manded all  the  millers  in  his  dominions  to  afiemble 
and  repair  to  him  ;  reafoned  with  them  himfelf,  and 
railed  the  rent  of  their  mills  in  one  forenoon,  three 
hundred  thouiand  hvres.  While  the  chapel  Royal, 
called  the  Holy  Sudary,  w;is  repairing,  his  majefty 
vied  to  repair  conftantly  every  morning  early  to  La 
Confola,  to  hear  maisj  and  took  the  opportunity  of 
vifiting  the  markets,  and  inquiring  it  richly  of  the 
country  people  the  prices  o;  hares, 

whereby  he  acquire,!  a  very  particular  knowlege  in 
the  value  of  thele  commodities,  and  never  failed  to 
give  his  caterers  the  necehary  cautions.  Perhaps  the 
difficulties  uno\H"  which  he  laboured,  might  greatly 
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contribute  to  render  him  fo  confummate  an  cecono- 
mift.  In  the  mean  time,  it  muft  be  acknowleged, 
that  inftanccs  of  his  liberality  are  not  wanting.  Some 
years  ago,  the  opera  at  Turin  being  directed,  and 
fupported  by  a  fubfeription  of  merchants,  the  king 
only  required  a  fmall  box  for  himfelf,  and  even  came 
but  very  feldom  to  the  opera.  However,  at  the 
end  of  the  carnival,  he  prefented  the  company  with 
thirty  thoufand  Piedmontefe  livres. 

It  is  owing  to  his  majefty's  great  wifdom  and  pene- 
tration, that  the  whole  country  has  not  been  over-run 
with  fuperftitious  notions  of  forcery,  and  perfons  pre- 
tending to  be  poffefled  by  evil  fpirits.  A  young  girl 
in  Turin  being  troubled  with  hyfteric  fits,  which 
threw  her  body  into  fuch  poftures  and  agitations, 
that  feemed  fupernatural,  the  jefuits,  who  are  always 
attentive  to  every  thing  that  has  a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote themfelves,  or  turn  to  their  advantage,  foon 
flocked  about  her,  attended  by  phyficians  in  their  in- 
tereft,  who  alledged,  that  fhe  was  actually  pofleffed, 
and  confequently,  not  to  be  cured  by  medicine.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  exorcifls  were  affembled,  and  the  girl 
previously  inftructed  for  the  better  carrying  on  the 
impoftnre.  The  affair  made  a  great  noife,  people 
came  from  all  parts,  and  the  old  tales  of  witchcraft 
and  forceries  were  revived  •,  and  others  produced, 
who  were  alfo  pofieffed.  Dr.  R.  nobly  oppofed  thefe 
proceedings,  and  declared  the  girl's  cauie  was  entire- 
ly owing  to  natural  caufes,  fup porting  his  opinion  by 
reafons  and  inftances,  which  he  had  heard  of  in  Hol- 
land and  England,  where  he  had  refided  many  years. 
The  jefuits  furioufly  attacked  him  as  an  infidel,  whom 
they  would  infallibly  confute  from  the  teftimony  of 
his  own  fenfes.  The  doctor  confented  to  attend 
them,  and  while  they  were  performing  their  prayers 
and  exorcifms,  appeared  very  devout.  When  they 
jiad  finifhed,  he  defired  the  two  ecclefiaftics,  who 
were  entrufted  with  the  management  of  the  affair, 
|hat  they  would  order  their  patient  to  anfwer  him  a 

few 
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few  queftions,  which   they  granted,   on  condition  lie 
afked    nothing   unlawful,   and  commanded   the   de- 
vil to  anfwer.     Accordingly,  the  doctor  faid  to  her 
in  Englifh,  What  is  my  name  ?    This   being  a  lan- 
guage, to  which  both  the  girl  and  the  jefuits  were 
ftrangers;  me  answered   in  plain  Piedmontefe,  that 
fhe  did  not  underfland  the  queftion  propofed.  But  ac- 
cording to  the  received  opinion,  as  well  as  the  ritual; 
the   knowlege    of  all    languages,     the   fupernatural 
ftrength  of  body,  and  foretelling  things  to  come,  arc 
the  proper  criteria  of  a  real  fatanical  pofTeffion  :   the 
devil  therefore  ought  to  underftand   all  languages  ; 
and  it  is  eafily  conjectured,  that  this  ignorance  did 
not  a  litde  mortify  the  jefuits.     They,  however,  did 
all  in  their  power  to  elude  the  confequence,   by  pre- 
tending that  the  doctor  had  put  an  unlawful  queition 
to  the  evil  fpirit,  and  they  had  forbid  him  to  anfwer 
any  of  that  kind.     But  the  phyfician  foon  confuted 
their  allegations,  by  explaining  the  queftion  he  had 
afked j  and  immediately   repeating   the   queftion    in 
Piedmontefe.     But  the  poftefTed,  to  whom  he  was 
unknown,  could  fay  as  little  to  this  as  before,  when  the 
fame  queftion  was  propofed  in  Englifh.     The  doctor, 
highly  pleafed  at  this  fuccefs,  ran  to  court  in  triumph, 
where  he  ridiculed  the  ignorance  of  their  devil ;  the  king 
and  prince  of  Piedmont  joined  in  the  laugh:  and  the 
latter,  for  the  more  effectually  filencing  this  jeiuitical 
devil,  fetched  a  Chinefe  pfalter  from  his  clofct,  lent 
him  by  the  cardinal  Tournon,    as  a  curiofity.     This 
pfalter  has  indeed  a  Latin  trannation,  but  the  Chinefe 
leaves  could  be  tajcen  out  feparately  from  thofe  con- 
taining the  tranflation.      With  one  of  thefe  leaves  Dr. 
R.  was  again  difparched,  to  afk  the  devil  the  contents 
of  it,  and  in  what  language  it  was  written.     The  fa- 
thers, who  did  not  defire  any  more  of  Dr.  R.'s  vifits, 
were  for   keeping  out    cf  his  way;  and    the    devil 
threatened,  if  he  came  again,  to  expoie  the  minuted 
tranfactions  of  the  doctor's   life.     A   Theatirfe,  who 
was  an  accomplice  of  the  jefuits,  acquainted  the  doc- 
tor's. 
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tor's  lifter  with  this  circumftance  •,  and  fhe,  from  an 
implicit  veneration  for  the  clergy,  was  very  urgent 
with  her  brother,  not  to  have  any  further  concern 
with  this  devil;  but  to  no  purpofe.  I  am  indeed  apt 
to  think,  that  could  the  devil  have  expofed  all  the 
particulars  of  Dr.  R.'s  life,  one  would  have  been  di- 
verted with  many  ludicrous  fcenes.  The  doctor, 
however,  had  no  great  opinion  of  the  devil's  omni- 
fcience,  and  told  the  king,  that  if  the  devil  knew 
all  things  prefent  or  abfent,  there  would  be  no  necef- 
fity  for  princes  to  be  at  fuch  immenfe  expences  in  en- 
voys, agents  and  fpies ;  they  need  only  maintain  a 
pofTefied  peribn  or  two,  from  whom  they  might  con- 
stantly have  immediate  intelligence  of  every  tranfac- 
tion.  After  this  remark,  the  doctor  haftened  to  the 
houfe  of  the  poflefTed,  where  he  found  the  jefuits  with 
the  girl.  On  entering  the  room,  after  the  ufual 
compliments,  he  acquainted  them  that  having  been 
informed,  that  a  detail  was  to  be  given  of  every 
tranfaction  of  his  life,  he  was  defnous  of  hearing  it 
himfelf,  and  began  to  defy  and  challenge  the  devil 
to  begin  his  ftory  •,  adding,  that  if  he  did  not,  he 
would  brand  him,  and  all  who  favoured  this  pretend- 
ed pofifeffion,  for  knaves  or  fools.  This  refolute 
fpeech,  thunder-ftruck  both  the  patient  and  the  je- 
fuits ;  but  the  latter  pretending  to  mew  the  doctor 
the  neareft  wTay  out  of  the  houfe,  he  foon  filenced 
them,  by  producing  the  commiffion,  and  infilled,  in 
the  name  of  the  prince,  that  the  pofTeffed  mould  de- 
clare what  was  written  on  the  leaf  he  exhibited,  and 
what  language  it  wTas  written  in.  The  two  jefuits, 
who  were,  doubtlefs,  not  the  moil  artful  of  their  or- 
der, pretended  that  the  characters  might  be  diabo- 
lical, and  therefore  refufed  to  anfwer  the  queftions. 
Dr.  R.  anfwered,  that  it  did  not  become  them  to 
violate  the  refpect  due  to  their  prince,  by  fuch  a  fcan- 
dalous  fufpicion  •,  and  infilled,  in  the  name  of  the 
king  and  prince,  that  they  mould  no  longer  amuie 

him 
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him  with  fuch  weak  fubterfuges.     The  two  je 
after  whilpering  to  themfelve  ..-red,  that  an  af- 

fair of  this  kind  muft  be  introduced  by  prayer, 
a  long  feries  of  devotion  ;  wherefore  it  was  nee 
to  defer  it  to  a  more  convenient  opportunity.  Dr. 
R.  replied,  there  was  now  time  Sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  that  he  would  pray  with  them  •,  ib  that 
the/  were  at  latt,  notwithstanding  their  evauons, 
obliged  to  begin  their  ceremonies.  During  the 
exorcifm,  the  girl  threw  her  body  into  ftrange  con- 
toriions,  and  hideous  looks,  which  the  jefuits  infifted 
upon  were  fupernatural  •,  but  Dr.  R.  promifmg  to 
mimic  her  actions  in  a  manner  flill  more  horrible, 
orders  were  given  to  thepofleffed,  to  anfwer  truly  to 
§11  interrogatories.  Accordingly,  the  leaf  was  laid 
before  her,  with  the  above-mentioned  queftions. 
Upon  this  ihe  fcreemed  in  a  terrible  manner,  defiring 
it  might  be  taken  away,  for  me  could  not  bear  it.  At 
lafb,  after  the  moil  preffino-  guments,  (he  faid  it 
was  Hebrew  •,  and  that  it  was  a  blafphemous  writing 
againft  the  holy  Trinity.  This  was  fufficient  for  the 
doctor,  who,  after  (hewing  them  plainly  how  igno- 
rant their  devil  was,  he  returned  to  court  to  give  an 
account  of  his  proceedings.  The  two  jefuits  were 
banithed,  the  two  phyficians  recanted  in  public,  and 
the  parents  and  relations  injoined,  on  pain  of  being 
fent  to  the  gallies,  never  to  mention  this  affjir  as  a 
diabolical  poireffion.  With  regard  to  the  girl,  (he 
was  fcon  cured  by  the  ufe  of  proper  medicines,  and 
is  at  prefent  in  good  health,  and  chearful.  Thus 
ended  this  impofcure,  and  with  it  all  notions  of  for- 
ceries,  witchcraft,    and    fantaftical  poffeflions,    with 

h  the  minds  of  the  people  were  infected.  The 
jefuits,  indeed,  threatened  to  write  againft  Dr.  R. 
but  he  gave  than  to  understand,  that  in  lefs  than 
twenty-four  hours  they  ihould  receive  luch  an  an- 
fwer as  would  prove  their  eternal  diigracc.     At  pre- 

ihcy  treat  hjm  in  the  molt  polite  maimer,  but 

h( 
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he  is  wife  enough  not  to  place  any  great  confidence 
in  their  profeffions  of  efteem,  and  is  even  fufpicious 
of  their  feigned  civilities. 

We  may  be  convinced  of  the  little  faith  his  majef- 
ty  places  in  ftories  of  forcery  and  witchcraft,  from  an 
inftance  which  happened  about  nineteen  years  ago. 
A  certain  perfon  having  made  a  talifman  to  reprefent 
the  king,  endeavoured,  by  certain  fuperftitious  cere- 
monies and  incantations,  to  deitroy  his  ma  jelly  by- 
means  of  that  image-,  but  the  deceived  magician  was 
foon  apprehended,  and  convicted  for  his  diabolical 
intention.  The  king  turned  the  manner  of  perpe- 
trating his  death  into  a  jefb,  faying,  he  did  not 
remember  he  had  ever  enjoyed  a  better  (late  of 
health,  during  his  whole  life,  than  during  the  time 
the  magician  was  ufmg  all  the  means  in  his  power  to 
deflroy  him :  and  that,  if  there  was  in  reality  any 
fuch  thing  as  witchcraft,  he  was  perfuaded  that  the 
Almighty  would  never  give  fuch  vile  perfons  a  power 
over  the  lives  and  deaths  of  princes.  As  the  king 
perMed  in  fuch  fcntiments,  the  council  was  obliged 
to  reprefent  feveral  times  to  his  majeily,  that  though, 
the  pov/er  of  the  villain  mould  be  denied,  yet,  as  his 
intentions  were  actually  criminal,  he  ought  to  be  pin 
nifhed  as  an  example,  to  deter  others  from  fuch  pro- 
ceedings, which  rnuft  be  confidered  as  fcandalous  to 
fociety;  efpecially,  as  he  had  often,  in  his  magical 
incitations,  profaned  the  Eucharift,  a  crime  which 
even  his  majefty  himfelf  could  not  pardon.  The 
king,  at  iaft,  yielded  to  thefe  reafons,  and  fen  fenced 
the  villain  to  be  (Irangled,  and  afterward  fufpended 
by  one  of  his  legs  before  the  gate  of  the  prilon.  It 
is,  however,  very  probable,  that  ihQ  fentence  would 
not  have  been  loon  p.tit  in  execution,  had  not  the 
court  of  Rome,  by  taking  cognizance  of  the  affair, 
put  at  once  a  final  period  to  the.  tranfaction,  and  life 
of  the  criminal. 

They  are  more  flrict  at  Turin,  with  regard  to  pro- 
hibited books,  than  in  any  other  part  of  Italy  •,   thofe 

which 
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which  contain  opinions  differing,  though  ever  fo  ml'-" 
nutely,  from  the  tenets  of'  the  Romifh  church,  and 
whrh  are  publicly  fold  at  Rome  and  Naples,  no 
prudent  Roman  catholic  would  choofe  to  afk  for  at 
Turin. 

They  have  at  the  court  of  Turin  a  particular  pri- 
vilege, called  la  grande  entree,  or  admittance  to  the 
prince.  But  this  privilege  is  limited  to  the  knights 
of  the  feveral  orders,  the  archbifhops  and  bifhops,  the 
mailer  of  the  ordnance,  the  generalillimo  of  horfc  and 
foot,  and  the  ambalTadors  and  envoys  from  foreign 
princes  and  Hates.  This  privilege  coniiits  in  the 
above  perfons,  and  all  others  who  have  an  honour- 
able employment  at  court,  together  with  the  officers 
upon  guard,  who  are  admitted  every  morning  after 
ten,  when  the  king  is  at  Turin,  and  propoles  to  at- 
lift  at  mafs  •,  of  having  admittance  into  his  majelty's 
chamber,  and  of  walking  out  before  him,  whilit  all 
others  wait  in  the  anti-chamber,  and  only  Hand  on 
both  fides,  whilft  he  pafies.  His  majeity  is  daily  to 
be  feen  both  here  and  at  mafs,  but  he  rarely  ipeaks 
Xo  any  one,  unlefs  a  private  audience  be  defired,  a  fa- 
vour feldom  afked  for  by  travellers. 

The  Italian  language  is  rarely  fpoken  here,  thofe  of 
France  and  Piedmont  being  generally  ufed  both  ac 
court  and  in  the  country  ;  but  fome  ladies  underlland 
only  the  latter,  which  often  renders  it  difficult  for  a 
itranprer  to  cenverfe  with  them.  None  are  admitted 
to  the  court  of  Turin  in  bags  or  lhort  wigs,  nor 
without  a  long  cravat.  The  only  winter  amulemenr, 
at  court,  is  the  opera,  but  this  is  only  continued 
during  the  carnival.  The  king's  theatre  is,  indeed, 
the  place  of  performance,  but  a  private  fociety  de- 
frays the  expencc,  which  this  year  amounts  to  feventy- 
iive  thoufand  livres.  The  expeuce  ot  a  feat  in  the 
pit,  is  three  Piedmontefe  livres,  and  a  box  for  the 
whole  time  of  the  carnival,  in  the  Rang  de  la  Cou- 
rone,  which  is  the  fecond  row  upwards,  ten  Louis 
d'ors.     The  theatre  i*  a  very  grand  ltructure,  having 

five 
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five  galleries,  one  above  another,  beautifully  orna- 
mented with  gilding  and  fculpture.  When  any  of  the 
royal  family  are  prefent,  no  clapping,  hiMing,  or  noify 
indications  of  applaufeor  didike  are  permitted;  a  de- 
corum which  cannot  fail  of  being  approved  of  by 
every  curious  fpeclator.  With  regard  to  the  Italian 
mufic,  I  fhall  fufpend  my  obfervations  on  it?  till  I 
have  heard  the  mailers  in  other  parts  of  Italy. 

The  only  affembly,  at  court,  is  the  circle  above- 
mentioned,  but  they  are  frequent  in  town,  particu- 
larly at  the  palaces  of  the  princefs  de  Francheville, 
and  madame  de  Cavaillair.  A  flranger  finds  no  dif- 
ficulty of  gaining  admittance  to  thefe  afTemblies, 
provided  he  is  willing  to  play  ;  but  he  ought  to 
be  very  careful  if  he  does  venture ;  for  though 
he  has  nothing  to  apprehend  from  any  foul  play, 
they  being  perfons  of  the  flrictefl  honour,  yet  unjefs 
he  is  a  very  expert  gamefler,  he  will  certainly  lofe  his 
money  :  for  the  Piedmontefe  are  initiated  into  this  art 
in  their  infancy,  and  by  a  conftant  practice  of  it,  ac- 
quire fuch  a  degree  of  perfection,  that  few  are  able  to 
play  with  them.  Here  was  formerly  a  very  celebrated 
coffee-houfe  for  gaming,  called  l'Academie  de  Pom- 
pejo,  where  Mr.  Law,  the  famous  projector,  met 
with  the  accident  to  which  you  are  no  flranger ;  but 
that  famous  gaming-houfe  is  now  in  no  manner  of 
requeft ;  Boiri's  coffee-houfe  in  the  Rue  Neuve,  be- 
ing the  only  place  where  ballet  is  played.  Accord- 
ing to  the  manner  in  which  that  game  is  played  at 
Turin,  the  bank  has  always  forty  per  cent,  advantage 
over  the  Pointeurs,  as  Lav/  has  fufficiently  demon- 
,  ftrated.  You  will,  therefore,  not  be  furprize^,  that 
fifty  Louis  d'ors  were  this  year  paid  to  the  managers 
of  the  opera,  for  the  liberty  of  letting  up  a  bank; 
there  during  the  carnival. 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  a  defcription  of  the, 
royal  palaces,  both  in  and  near  the  city  of  Turin. 
With  regard  to  the  former,  it  confifls  of  two  princi-* 
pal  wings,  having  a  communication  with  each  other 

by 
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by  means  of  a  gallery.  The  firft  Hands  in  the  fquare 
called  Place  du  Chateau,  and  was  the  refidence  of 
Madame  Royale  till  her  death;  but  is  at  prefenr,  not 
only  uninhabited,  but  unfurnifhed.  The  front,  which 
is  very  magnificent,  was  built  after  a  defign  of  Don 
Philip  Juvare,  architect  to  his  majefty ;  but  the 
other  fide  mews,  by  its  large  round  towers,  that  it  is 
no  modern  performance.  From  the  fpacious  and 
beautiful  Place  du  Chateau,  one  pafles  through  a  o-ate, 
into  what  is  properly  the  court  of  the  palace,  and  out 
of  which  is  a  pafiage  through  the  Corp,  de  Logis,  or 
main  body  of  the  palace,  into  the  back  court,  con- 
tiguous to  the  garden.  On  the  left  hand  is  the  main 
ftair-cafe,  on  which  is  a  brafs  ftatue  of  duke  Victor 
Amadseus,  mounted  on  a  white  horfe,  very  curioufly 
formed  out  of  a  {ingle  block  of  marble. 

The  halls  before  the  king's  apartment,  and   the 
other   chambers,  are   hung  with  large  taped  ry,  on 
which  arc  reprefented  the  principal  actions  of  Cyrus. 
They  were  made  by  Jacob  van  Zeunen,  a  native  of 
the  Low  Countries,   and  prefented  by   the  emperor 
Charles  V.  to  the  houfe  of  Savoy :  they  are  efteemed 
invaluable  on  account  of  their  beauty,  antiquity,  and 
the  number  of  pieces.     The  king's  apartments  are 
elegantly  furnifhed,  and  in  his  bed-chamber  is  a  cu- 
rious   piece  of  tapeftry,   reprefenting    the  battle  ad 
Brancum  dektis  Lotbaringicis,  £zc.  as  the  infeription 
expreffes   it.     In   the  gallery  is  a   beautiful   marble 
bufto  of  cardinal  Morigi,  who  was  defcended  from 
the    houfe  of  Savoy,  and  a   wooden    model  of  the 
Chartcrufe,    fituated   three   Piedmontefe   Knes    from 
Turin  v, -but  the  chief  curiofity,  are  the  marble  fra- 
mes,  of 'which  there  are  upward  ol:  Lh:ce   hundred, 
and  chiefly  antique,  covering  both  fides  of  the  galle- 
ry.    The  king  alio  re  (ides  in  this  frory,  bur  oppolite 
to  the  court.     The  chamber  where  he  confers  with 
his  minifters,    is  contiguous  to  the  chamber  of  audi- 
ence.    A  pafiage   from    his   apartments  leads  to   a 
beautiful  gallery  of  paintings,  the  largeft  and  belt  of 
b  which 
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which  were  done  by  Paul  Veronefe.  The  frefco 
work  on  the  wall,  and  particularly  that  on  the  del- 
ing, is  exquifiteiy  beautiful,  and  was  performed  by 
•the  chevalier  Daniel,  a  German,  who  died  in  this 
in  on  arch's  ferviee. 

A  flight  of  ftairs  leads  from  his  majefty's  and  the 
prince's  apartments  to  the  library  and  repofitory  of 
the  archives.  The  number  of  books,  in  the  former, 
is  not  now  remarkable,  {even  thoufand  volumes,  to- 
gether with  the  manufcripts  having  lately  been  given  „ 
as  a  prefent  to  the  univerfity  library  ;  but  it  has  (till 
a  confiderable  number,  particularly  a  collection  of  the 
choked  pieces  both  in  hiftory,  and  the  conflitutional 
Jaws  of  Germany. 

The  royal  archives  are  kept  in  very  good  order, 
in  oaken  repofitories,  carefully  locked  •,  and  upon  fome 
Of  thefe  are  printed  titles  y  for  inftance,  Lettres  de 
Milan,  de  Rome,  &c.  Ceremoniel  et  Prerogatives  de  la 
Maifori  de  Savoy e ;  Negotiations  a  la  Cour  de  Rome  ; 
avec  la  France,  I' Empire^  &c.  Vicariat  du  St.  Empire  en 
Italie,  Juflifications  des  Reliques,  &c.  "  Letters  from 
'*'  Milan,  Rome,  &c;  the  Ceremonial  and  Preroga- 
"  tives  of  the  Floufe  of  Savoy  •,  Negotiations  at  the 
a  Court  of  Rome  ;  alfo  thofe  with  France,  the  Em- 
a  pire,  8tc.  the  Vicarihip  of  the  Holy  Roman  Em- 
u  pire  in  Italy ;  the  Vouchers  of  Relics,  &c."  The 
inftfuments  relative  to  domeftic  affairs  aje  feparated 
according  to  the  refpective  diftricts  and  towns.  In 
every  repofitory  is  a  particular  lift  of  all  the  pieces  it 
contains,  and  confequently  the  keeper  of  the  archives, 
may,  in  an  inftanr,  find  whatever  he  wants.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  the  minifters  of  ftate  are  obliged  to 
fend  in  to'  the  chamber  of  archives,  all  written  in- 
ftruments  they  have  no  farther  occafion  for. 

His  majefty  had  formerly  a  valuable  collection  of 
medals,  but  they  were  by  degrees  all  given  away  to 
the  countefs  de  Veriie,  who  carried  them  with  her 
into  France,  and  afterward  difpofed  of  them  to  the 
regent  at  a  very  confiderable  price. 

Vol,  IV„  Y  &U 
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St.  Suaire's  chapel,  fituated  on  the  left  hand  of  the 
wing  of  the  palace  near  the  garden,  is  built  of  a 
blackifh  grey  marble,  that  it  might  in  fomc  meaiure 
be  adapted  to  the  melancholy  relic  depofited  in  it. 
The  plan  was  drawn  by  P.  Guarini ;  and  is  faid  to 
have  colt  four  millions  and  a  half  of  Piedmont  livres. 
The  linen-cloth,  in  which  Chrift  (as  the  clergy  here 
pretend)  was  wrapped  after  his  crucifixion,  and  which 
has  the  bloody  figure  of  a  man  imprinted  on  each 
fide  of  it,  is  preferved  in  the  middle  of  the  chapel,  in 
a  tabernacle  lecured  by  iron-rails  -y  and  is  expofed  to 
public  view  only  on  high  folemnities  •,  as  the  marri- 
age of  the  hereditary  prince,  and  the  like. 

The  pretended  fudary  of  Chrift  is  likewife  fhewn  at 
Mentz,  Lifbon,  and  in  upward  of  twelve  other  Ro- 
man catholic  places.  To  this  objection,  they  com- 
monly aniwer,  that  from  the  account  of  Lazarus's 
refurrection,  it  is  plain,  that  a  great  many  linen- 
clothes  were  made  ufe  of  in  wrapping  the  body  of 
the  deceafed.  But  this  lubterfuge,  though  it  might 
be  admitted,  if  the  fmall  bandages  u led  for  the  arms, 
•feet,  or  head,  are  included,  can  by  no  means  lblve 
the  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  large  pieces  of  linen, 
on  which  the  intire  figure  of  the  peribn  is  reprefented. 
All  they  can  allege,  therefore,  is,  in  truth,  no  more 
than  this,  that  Large  pieces  of  linen  were  ufed  with- 
out the  leaft  necefTity,  much  fmaller  being  equally 
adapted  to  anfwer  the  fame  intention-,  and  that  our 
Saviour,  after  his  reiurrection,  had  thought  proper 
to  imprint,  in  a  miraculous  manner,  his  intire  figure 
upon  every  fuch  piece.  The  clergy  of  Belancon  mult 
necefiari'y  maintain  this  pofition,  for  they  boafl  of 
being  pofteiled  of  a  fad.  ry  which  was  only  wrapped 
about  our  Saviour's  head  •,  though  it  exhibits  his  in- 
tire image  ;  and  is  fix  geometrical  feet,  wanting  three 
inches  in  length  It  ihould,  however,  be  remem- 
bered, that  all  the  other  holy  fudaries  produce  the 
very  fame  authorities ;  and  in  iupport  of  tiiat  kept  at 
Cadorn  in  Pcrigoid,  they  produce  fourteen  papal  tti- 

timonials 
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tlmonials  and  bulls-,  whereas  the  fudary  of  Turin 
claims  only  four.  But  notwithstanding  this,  the  ve- 
neration paid  to  it  at  prefent  is  fo  great,  that  Philip 
of  Spain,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  with  the  prin- 
cefs  of' Savoy,  could  not  obtain  the  liber  ry  of  takino- 
a  copy  of  it,  till  after  repeated  folicitations,  and  even 
then  with  the  greateft  difficulty.  Nor  was  it  thought 
proper  to  take  a  copy,  without  performing,  at  the 
fame  time,  feveral  religious  ceremonies.  The  painter 
performed  his  work  on  his  knees,  and  eight  bifhoos 
continually  read  mafs,  at  eight  different  aitars.  Fa- 
ther'Valfre  was  honoured  with  extraordinary  refpect, 
fome  threads  of  this  Turin  fudary  being  given  him  as 
a  prefent,  which  he  very  religioufly  kept3 continually 
in  his  breviary. 

Rivoli  is  a  royal  palace,  fituated  three  leagues 
from  Turin  toward  Sula.  The  road  is  extended  all 
the  way  in  a  dired  line  through  fields,  meadows,  and 
vineyards,  and  has  not  perhaps  its  equal  in  the 
world.  It  was  laid  out  in  the  year  17 12,  after  the 
fiege  of  Turin;  the  French,  during  their  hoftile  in- 
curfions,  having  rooted  up  every  tree  in  the  whole 
country.  Nothing  can  furpafs  the  profped  of  this 
walk.  At  one  end  of  it,  on  a  rifing  ground,  is  the 
palace  of  Rivoli  •,  at  the  other,  the  city  of  Turin,  and 
two  leagues  beyond  it,  in  a  direct  line,  the  magnifi- 
cent church  of  Superga.  The  palace  of  Rivoli  has 
the  beft  apartments  and  paintings  ;  and  the  royal  fa- 
mily are  lodged  more  commodioufly  than  at  La 
Venerie,  or  Turin.  The  air  is  always  ferene  and 
healthful,  creating  a  good  appetite -,  but,  on  account 
of  its  fharpnefs,  not  fo  agreeable  to  fleep  in.  This 
palace  is  fo  far  from  being  complear,  that  upward  of 
five  millions  of  Piedmont  livres  are  yet  wanting  to 
finifh  it. 

Formerly,  the  palace  of  Valentin,  only  half  a  quar- 
ter of  a  league  from  the  city  on  this  fide  Porte  Neuve, 
was  the  place  where  moft  of  the  diverfions  of  the 
c^urt  were  performed.     It  has  the  name  of  Valentin 
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from  thefe  obfequious  gentlemen,  who,  as  count  de 
Grammont  informs  us,  were  pitched  upon  to  attend 
each  lady.  Both  names  derive  their  original  from 
St.  Valentine's  day,  which  happens  in  the  month 
of  February  ;  when  it  is  cultomary,  in  molt  parts  of 
Italy,  for  thofe  ladies  who  are  fingle,  to  chufe  a  guar- 
dian or  gallant,  by  way  of  amufement,  from  among 
her  friends  or  acquaintance  ;  who,  in  return,  prefents 
her  with  nofegays  and  other  trillcs,  and  is  obliged 
to  attend  her  both  in  company,  and  when  fhe  walks 
•abroad.  This  ceremonious  attendance  continues  only 
a  year,  is  not  liable  to  any  exception,  and  often  ter- 
minates in  a  real  marriage.  The  parents,  in  the 
mean  time,  have  a  watchful  eye  over  the  conduct  of 
their  daughters ;  and  every  thing  is  performed  with 
lb  much  honour  and  decency,  that  even  the  monks 
themfelves  make  no  difficulty  of  taking  upon  them 
the  office  cf  a  Valentine.  Perhaps  they  are  particu- 
larly intereflcd  in  recommending  iuch  pleafing  inter- 
courfe  between  both  lexes. 

The  king's  territories  on  the  continent  contain  fix- 
teen  bishopries  •,  among  which  are  the  archbifhoprics 
of  Turin  and  Tarantaiie.  Three  hundred  and  forty 
towns  and  villages,  befide  the  city  of  Turin,  are  fub- 
ject  to  the  former  ;  and  as  every  Roman  Catholic  is 
obliged,  not  only  to  receive  the  iacrament  at  E  after, 
but  alfo  to  deliver  to  the  pried  an  exact,  account  of 
his  children  and  family,  it  is  not  difficult  to  make  a 
pretty  exact  calculation  of  the  number  of  inhabitants 
iti  fuch  countries.  And  on  this  principle  the  number 
of  the  king's  fubjects  in  Piedmont,  Savoy,  and  his 
other  dominions  on  the  continent,  have  b.en  com- 
.!  at  above  two  millions.  Savoy,  Piedmont,  and 
the  conquered  places  on  the  continent  are  laid  to  con- 
tain above  two  hundred  towns. 

i 'he  king's  power,  in  civil  affairs,  is  greater  and 
more  unlimited  than  that  of  any  m'pnarch  in  Europe  ; 
and  few  potentates,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafion, 
have  exercifed  ib  great  an  authority  in  ecclefiaftical 

matters. 


Forces  of  SARDINIA;  325 

fnatters.     The  pope,  indeed,  has  always  been  treated 
with  the  greater!  complaifance •,  and  even  the  legend 
or  bull  of  Gregory  VII.  in  which  he  has  arrogated 
to  himfelf  the  power  of  dethroning  princes,  is  at  pre- 
fent  highly  extolled  as  truly  heroic  ;    and,    though 
the  French  vigoroufly  oppofed  it,  the  Piedmontefe 
have  declared  it  orthodox  :  but  it  muff,  be  remem- 
bered, that,   upon   a  change  of  intereit,    it  can   as 
readily  be  abrogated.     The  king,  in  the  mean  time, 
has  obtained  every  thing  he  defiredfrom  the  pope; 
and  not  only  nominates  to  moll  of  the  ecciefiaftical 
benefices,  in  Savoy  and  Piedmont,  but  alfo  to  thofe 
in  the  bifhopric  of  Alexandria  :  he  has  likewife  the 
power  of  a  nomination  to  a  cardinal's  hat,  of  which 
we  have  an  inftance  in  cardinal  Ferreri.     The  pope 
had  indeed,   in  this,  an  opportunity  of  actually  gra- 
tifying his  perfonal  friendfhip  for   Ferreri  and  was 
thence  the  more  readily  induced  to  beftow  upon  the 
houfe  of  Savoy  fo  important  a  privilege,  which,    in 
the  church  of  Rome,  is  equally  attended  with  profit 
and  honour. 

The  Piedmontefe  have,  from  the  tranfaclions  of 
the  laft  forty  years,  contracted  a  mania!  fpirit ;  and, 
during  the  late  war,  fuch  noble  exploits  were  per- 
formed by  their  troops,  as  would  have  reflected  ho- 
nour, even  on  the  old  Romans  themfelves.  Near  the 
clofe  of  the  preceding  century,  marfhal  Catinat  hav- 
ing made  an  irruption  into- the  Piedmontefe  territories, 
it  was  of  the  lad  importance  to  the  king,  then  only 
duke  of  Savoy,  to  march  to  Turin  before  the  mar- 
ina!, in  order  to  put  that  city  in  a  proper  ftate  of 
defence.  Accordingly,  he  fent  major  de  Santena, 
fmce  a  general,  with  a  body  of  feme  hundred  men, 
to  the  old  caftle  of  Avigliano,  three  German  miles 
from  Turin,  that  commands  the  valley  and  road  rrom 
Sufa.  Santena,  at  the  approach  of  the  French  army, 
confifting  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  difputed  the  paf- 
fage,  though  he  had  only  a  few  pieces  of  cannon  111 
the  caftle.  Catinat,  equally  flirpri  fed  and  provoked 
Y  2  ac 
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at  fuch  a  daring  attempt,  fent  a  trumpet  to  the  caftle, 
threatening  to  hang  up  the  commanding  officer,  if 
he  did  not  immediately  furrender  up  the  place.      San- 
tena  anfwered,  that  the  commanding  officer  would 
never  be  in  his  power  alive  •,  and  that  it  would  he  in 
vain  to  expect  the  furrender  of  the  caftle  before  their 
cannon  arrived.     Catinat,  ftill  more  enraged,  caultd 
a  battery  to  be  railed,  and  a  fecond  time  furarnoned 
the  caftle  to    furrender.       Santena  anfwered,  that  a 
breach  mult  firft  be  made.     Accordingly  the  artillery 
began  to   play  upon  the  caftle,  and  a  breach  being 
made  in  the    walls,    Santena   defircd   to   capitulate. 
Catinat  fent  a  lieutenant  into  the  caftle  to  fettle  the 
capitulation  ;  but  infilled  that  the  foldiers  mould  be 
made  prifoners  of  war,    and   the  officers  hanged   up 
immediately.      Santena,  on   receiving   this  meflage> 
conducted  the  lieutenant  to  his  room,  fhut  the  door, 
and  taking  him  by  the  hand,  led   him  between  two 
barrels  of  gun-powder,  near  which  two  lighted  matches 
were  laid.     Santena  took  one  of  the  matches  in  his 
hand,  and  ftepped  upon  one  of  the  barrels,  defiring 
the  lieutenant  to  do  the  fame  •,  adding,  that  if  he 
muft  perilh,  many  of  the  French  mould,  with  him, 
vifit  the  aerial  regions,  before  all  the  Piedmontefe 
officers  in  the  caftle  loft  their  lives.      This  compli- 
ment not  being  at  all  agreeable  to  the  lieutenant,  he 
begged  Santena  to  abandon  fo  defperate  a  refolution  ; 
promifing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  do  all  in 
his  power   to  obtain   an  honourable  capitulation  for 
the  garrifon.      On  this  alTurance,   Santena  fufFered 
the  lieutenant  to  return  •,    and  Catinat,    on  hearing 
this  relblute  anfwer.  faid,  "  I  muft  fee   fo  extraor- 
dinary a  man,"  and  allowed  the  commander  and  his 
men  to  have  the  honour  of  marching  out  with  their 
fwords.     As  Santena paifed  by,  the  marfhal  told  him, 
that  in  juftice  he  deierved  to  be  hanged:  but,  be- 
ing willing  to  demonftrate  that   he   was  a   friend   to 
courage,  even  in  an  enemy,  he  ihould  come  that  day 
and  dine  with  him.     At  table,  fome  French  officers, 
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among  other  things,  rallied  Santena,  on  the  duke's 
having  entered  into  a  league  with  heretics  againlt 
the  molt  Chriftian  king.,  Santena  continued  filent 
for  fome  time,  but  at  length  alked  the  marfhal,  whe- 
ther he  would  give  him  leave  to  anfwer  ?  And  Ca- 
tinat  permitting  him,  he  replied  :  "  It  is  true,  my 
matter  has,  for  his  own  defence,  taken  up  arms  agiinit 
the  king  of  France  •,  and  made  an  alliance  with  here- 
tics, namely,  England  and  Holland;  and,  what  is  . 
fti  1  more,  fent  an  ambaffador  to  Conftannnople  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Turks  -,  but  was  unfor- 
tunately difappointed,  his  moil  Chriftian  majeily 
having  previouily  concluded  an  alliance  with  the  in- 
fidels.3' Cat'.nat  was  highly  pleafed  with  Santena's 
anfwer,  laughed  at  the  officers,  and  told  them,  he 
hoped  they  would  have  more  wifdom  and  genero- 
iity  for  the  future,  than  to  infult  brave  men  under 
misfortunes.  In  the  mean  time  Santena,  by  his  pru- 
dent management  and  behaviour,  obtained  for  his 
matter  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  fome  days. 

The  long  and  brave  defence  of  the  marquis 
d'Enteyve,  at  Verua,  againft  the  French  in  the  laft 
war,,  is  well  known.  The  camp  of  the  allies  was 
near  the  place,  on  the  banks  of  the  Po,  from  whence 
the  pre  lent  king  of  Sardinia  often  threw  bombs,  filled 
with  Louis  d'ors,  into  the  place,  to  encourage  the 
garrifon  to  make  a  vigorous  defence  -,  but,  being  des- 
titute of  provisions,  they  were  obliged  at  laft  to  fur- 
render.  At  their,  marching  out,  d'Enteyve  caufed  an 
ammunition  loaf  to  be  carried  on  a  pike  before  him, 
and  as  he  paifed  by  the  French  general,  laid  to  him, 
"  This  piece  of  bread  was  the  only  provifions  left 
in  the  place ;  had  there  been  Sufficient  for  Subfifting 
the  garriSon  two  days  longer,  you  fhould  have  bought 
the  place  at  a  much  dearer  .  rate." 

Nor  have  the  Piedmontefe  failed  to  difringuiili 
themfelves  by  their  gallant  behav.our  in  foreign  Ser- 
vice -,  of  which  we  had  a  noble  iniiance  in  the  impe- 
rial general,  St.  Amour,  who  was  the  Son  of  a  poof 
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peafant.  Upon  his  obtaining  a  regiment,  the  officers 
who  valued  themfelves  upon  their  birch,  fo  highly  re- 
fented  it,  that  four  of  his  captains  fucceffively  challen- 
ged him,  all  of  whom  he  killed  on  the  fpot.  Upon  his 
diipatching  the  laft  of  the  four,  he  faid,  M  There  are 
now  only  eight  left.'1  But  thefe,  it  feems,  thought 
it  more  advifeable  to  conceal  their  rcfcntment.  This 
gentleman  deferves  the  higheft  regard,  both  on  ac- 
count of  his  courage,  and  his  generous  difpofition  -> 
for  he  never  forgets  the  meannefs  of  his  extraction. 
Having,  while  the  army  was  in  Piedmont,  invited 
the  chief  officers  to  an  entertainment ;  his  father  hap- 
pened to  arrive  jufl  as  they  were  fitting  down  to 
table.  Notice  of  his  father's  coming  being  lent  up 
to  the  general,  he  immediately  aroie,  informed  his 
guefls  of  his  arrival,  adding,  that  he  knew  the  regard 
he  owed  them  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  bef?£ed  leave  to 
withdraw,  and  dine  with  his  father  in  another  room  : 
which  he  accordingly  did,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
portunity of  his  guelts,  who  were  very  defirous  of 
having  his  father  fit  at  their  table.  Thus  he  diichar* 
ged  the  duty  he  owed  his  father,  and,  at  the  fame 
time  acted  politely  toward  Grangers  of  diflinction. 

General  Rollallerie  ilill  preferves  his  great  repu- 
tation, and  has,  on  feveral  occafions,  given  fignal 
proofs  of  his  valour ;  particularly  at  the  fieges  of  Ye- 
rua  and  Turin.  An  accident  that  happened  to  him, 
while  he  continued  in  the  emperor's  fervice,  rave 
him  no  great  opinion  of  the  Germans  One  of  his 
horfes  dying  in  the  fbabl  ■,  he  ordered  his  iervant  to 
drag  out  the  carcale :  but  the  Iervant  being  unable 
to  perform  it,  he  took  hold  of  the  rope  himielf, 
and  a  (Tilled  him.  This  action,  which,  either  in  Italy 
or  England,  would  not  have  been  in  the  leait  re- 
garded, his  fubalterns  coniidered  as  fo  derogatorv  to 
iiis  rank,  that  they  refilled  to  fcrve  under  him.  The 
duke  of  Lorrain,  then  gene  rah  Hi  mo,  hearing  or"  tiie 
affair,  ifTued  orders  chat  no  perfon  mould  danc  to  in- 
iult  him  on  this  account,  and  at  the  lame  time  invited 

him 
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Mm  to  dinner.  This  order,  however,  failed  of  its 
intended  effect,  and  the  general  found  himfelf  obliged 
io  quit  the  imperial  fervice. 

One  action  more,  performed  by  a  Piedmontefe, 
nuift  not  be  omitted,  and  cannot  fail  of  appearing 
very  extraordinary  to  the  world,  and  intitle  its  au- 
thor to  the  greater  applaufe  ;  as  his  birth  was  mean 
and  obfeure,  and  himfelf  deprived  of  the  advantage 
of  a  liberal  education,  the  fou.rces  from  whence  mofl 
of  thofe  actions  we  {tile  grand  and  heroic  derive  their 
origin.  At  the  fiege  of  Turin,  in  the  year  1706, 
the  French  had  forced  a  paffage  into  one  of  the 
largeft  fubterraneous  galleries  of  the  citadel ;  and  the 
engineer,  for  the  great  importance  of  the  action,  was 
rewarded  with  two  hundred  Louis  d'ors.  The  French 
now  no  longer  doubted  of  their  being  able  to  pene- 
trate, by  means  of  this  paffaoe,  into  the  very  center 
of  the  citadel ;  and  accordingly  planted  two  hundred 
grenadiers  at  the  entrance  to  fecure  the  gallery. 
This  being  perceived  by  one  Mica,  a  peafant  of  Pied- 
mont, who  at  firft,  out  of  pure  neceffity,  had  ferved 
as  a  pioneer,  but  by  his  natural  fagacity  and  long 
experience,  was  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  art,  than 
he  had  been  made  a  corporal  of  the  miners,  and  was 
then  at  work  in  the  very  place,  with  about  twenty 
men,  in  order  to  flnim  a  mine.  On  hearing  the 
French  bufy  over  his  head,  in  fecuring  the  pofieffion 
of  the  gallery,  he  was  convinced  that  it  would  be 
of  no  manner  of  fervice  to  continue  his  work,  the 
enemy  being  matters  ef  a  place  which  muft  inevit- 
ably prove  the  destruction  of  the  befieged.  He  was 
alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  convinced  that  it  would  couY 
him  his  life  to  hinder  it,  his  mine  having  no  faucifTon 
or  train  by  which  he  might  fire  it  with  fafety.  As 
there  was  no  time  to  deliberate,  he  immediately  came 
to  the  following  refolution :  he  commanded  the  pio- 
neers who  were  at  work  with  him,  to  withdraw  im- 
mediately out  of  the  mine,  and  as  foon  as  they  were 
in  a  place  of  fafety,  to  fire  a  mufquex.  as  a  fignal-,  de- 
firing 
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firing  that  they  would  inform  the  king,  that  Mica 
imp'ored  of  his  majefty  a  maintenance  for  hi.-;  wife 
and  children.  The  fignal  was  according  <nven,  and 
Mica  immediately  let  fire  to  the  mine,  by  which  means, 
the  port  occupied  by  the  French,  and  their  grena-' 
diers,  together  with  IVLca,  perifhed  by  the  fame  blait. 
1  mall  leave  this  a&ion,  and  only  add,  that  the  king 
has  not  only  made  a  compleat  provifion  for  Mica's 
widow  and  children,  but  alfo  fettled  an  annual  pen- 
fion  of  fix  hundred  livres  for  ever  on  his  poflerity. 

Turin  is  not  very  large,  but  populous ;  and  I  was 
aflured  by  one  who  had  feen  the  account,  delivered 
yearly  to  the  king,  by  the  marquis  del  norgo,  that, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1728,  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants amounted  to  fifty-four  thoufand  fix  hundred. 
The  misfortune  of  one  place  often  turns  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  another ;  thus,  the  plague  that  raged  at 
Marfeilles,  and  the  adjacent  parts,  proved  of  the 
greateft  benefit  to  Turin,  as  feveral  manufactures 
were  introduced,  fome  of  which  were  entirely  new 
to  that  city  •,  and  others,  though  already  there,  were 
but  in  a  languifhing  condition.  Wr.hin  the  city  are 
forty-eight  churches  and  convents,  and  feventeen  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  titular  patrons  or  faints  of 
the  city  are,  St.  Francis  de  Sales,  St.  Francis  de 
Paola,  St.  Philip  Neri,  St.  Antony  of  Padua,  Sr. 
Secundus,  and  St.  Valerius ;  whole  feveral  feftivals 
are  celebrated  with  particular  grandeur  and  devo- 
tion. If  Turin  continues  to  encreafe  in  grandeur, 
as  it  has  hitherto  done,  it  will  doubtlels  exceed 
any  ciiv  in  Europe.  Even  at  p  relent  I  know  not 
any,  either  in  Italy,  France,  England,  Holland,  or 
Germanv,  equal  to  it  in  that  part.cular.  But  here  I 
would  be  underllood  to  mean  the  new  ciry,  contain- 
ing the  king's  palace,  the  Rue  Neuvc,  and  the  Rue 
de  Po,  both  very  grand  and  beautiful.  From  the 
palace  gate  you  have  a  view  of  one  thoufand  and 
feven  hundred  common  paces  in  a  oirecr.  line,  1 
the  area  of  the  court,  and  the  Place  de  St.  Charles, 
4  through 
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through  the  Rue  Neuve  to  the  port  Neuve.  Le  Place 
de  St.. Charles. is  a  fine  fquore,  and  the  houfes  have 
all.  piazzas,  under  which  a  perfon  may  walk  without 
Ipeing  incommoded  in. the  heavier!:  rain.   - 

Proprietors  have  the  liberty  of  finifhing  the  infide 
of  their  houfes  as  they  pleafe  ;  but  the  outfide  mult 
be  built  according  to  a  certain  plan  prefcribed  them, 
that  all  the!  parts,  expofed  to  the  public  view,  may 
be  fimilar  and  uniform.  When  the  proprietors,  ei- 
,  ther  from  inclination  or  inability,  refufe  to  build,  an 
impartial  eftimate,  both  of  the  ground  and  houfe 
is  made,  and  the  lieutenant  of  the  police  purchafes 
both,  on  account  of  the  city :  but,  to  hinder  the 
charges  from  falling  too  heavy  on  the  public,  the 
king  has  taken  care  to  fettle  every  thing  relating  to 
the  contract  with  the  furveyors  and  directors. 

The  fined  buildings  in  the  city  are  the  palaces  of 
count  Paefane,    count  de  Gouarene,  and  the  Mar- 
quis de  Granieri  •,  the  Jefuits  college,  the  hofpital  of 
St.  John,  and  the  palace  of  Carignan,  built  after  a 
defign  of  father  Guarini.     The  palace  of  count  Pae- 
fane  is  faid  to  have  coft  fifty  thoufand  Louis  d'ors. 
Befide  thefe,    there  are  many  fine  buildings  lately 
erected  near  the  Port.de  Sufa,  and  the  parts  adjacent 
to  the  Caroline-fquare.     Thefe  expenfive  decorations 
of  the  city  are  greatly  facilitated,  by  an  order,  that 
every  one  who  intends  either  to  rebuild  or  enlarge  his 
jhoufe,  may  oblige  his  next  neighbour,  provided  his 
houfe  be  of  lefs  value  than  what  he  intends  to  erect, 
to  difpofe  of  the  whole,  or  a  competent  part  of  his 
ground  to  him,  at  a  reafonable  price. 

The  cleanlinefs  of  the  ftreets  is  remarkable,  and 
qwing  to  the  following  contrivance :  a  canal  is  cut 
from  the  river  Doria  to  the  covert  way,  between  the 
citadel  and  Porte  de  Sufa-,  and  from  thence  the  wa- 
ter is  conveyed,  by  means  of  an  aqueduct,  over  the 
town>foffe  into  the  city,  and  afterward  diftributed  at 
pleafure  through  every  part  of  the  ftreets,  and  cleanfes 
them  from  all  filth  and  foil.     They  can  alfo,    by  this 

means, 
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means,  clear  the  ftreets  from  any  mow  that  may  hap- 
pen to  fall  during  the  winter ;  but  fometimes  they 
are  not  permitted  to  do  this,  becaufe  the  hereditary 
prince  often  diverts  himfelf  in  riding  on  it  in  a 
fledge. 

The  ecclefiaftical  buildings  in  this  city  are  very  an- 
cient, and  not  to  be  compared  with  thole  already  de- 
scribed, which  were  all  erected  during  the  two  laft 
reigns. 

The  chapel  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  which  ftands  in  the 
herb  market,  is  much  frequented  on  account  of  a 
miracle  faid  to  have  been  performed  there.  In  the 
year  1453,  tne  Savoyards  plundered  Exiles-,  and, 
among  other  pillage,  a  confecrated  Hoft  was  brought 
to  Turin.  The  afs,  in  whofe  loading  it  was,  flopped 
at  this  place,  kneeled  down,  and  would  not  &o  any 
farther.  In  the  mean  time  the  box  with  which  the 
afs  was  loaded  opened  of  itfelf,  and  the  confecrated 
wafer  flew  up  into  the  air,  where  it  continued  hover- 
ing in  the  fight  of  numberlefs  fpectators,  till  the  bi- 
fhep,  who  was  foon  informed  of  the  miracle,  arrived  : 
immediately  the  facred  wafer  defcended  into  his  holy 
hand,  and  was  by  him  placed  in  this  church.  In 
the  year  1598,  the  adjacent  country  being  vifited 
with  a  terrible  plague,  the  infide  of  this  church  was 
finely  decorated  with  beautiful  marble  pillars  and  i\ a- 
tues  •,  an  eiepant  front  was  alio  added,  at  the  charge 
of  the  city,  as  a  votive  offering  for  having  ell. 
the  contagious  d  idem  per. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  bridge,  over  the  Pa,  about 
half  a  league  from  the  city,  is  the  chapel  of  Notre 
Dame  de  lJilone,  full  of  mean  paintings  and  fmall 
filver  images,  deposited  there  as  votive  offerings. 
Among  the  laft,  is  one  rcprefenting  the  blefled  Vir- 
gin, who,  according  to  the  infcrituion,  appeared  to 
a  young  girl  of  eleven  y<  s  >r  0  who  had  1 
into  the  Po,  and  though  immcrfed  under  the  water, 
near  the  wheels  and  eddies  of  a  mill,  efcaped  v 
out   receiving  the  lead  hurt;    and   this  civ 
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erected  by  the  piety  of  the  faithful,  as  3  grateful  mo- 
nument of  fo  happy  a  deliverance. 

About  three  years  ago,  a  child  at  Ulm  fell  into  the 
Danube,  and,  after  having  been  tolled  by  the  wheels 
of  a  mill,  and  carried  a  preity  way  down  the  river, 
by  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  was  taken  up  without 
receiving  the  lead  hurt.  And  an  inicription  is  en- 
graved on  a  copper-plate,  to  perpetuate  fo  remark- 
able an  event. 

The  hofpital  for  lunaticks  merits  the  attention  of 
all  ftrangers,  on  account  of  its  excellent  regulations. 
Here  I  faw  the  relation  of  a  certain  great  general 
and  ambafiador,  whofe  imagination  is  ftrongiy  pof- 
feffed  with  the  notion  of  his  being  the  legitimate  fon 
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of  Lewis  the  XlVth,  his  mother,  (as  he  imagines)  not 
having  been  the  miftrefs,  but  the  wife  of  that  prince. 
Accordingly,  he  infifted.upon  having  a  fplendid  court, 
and  all  the  enfigns  of  royalty.  But  this  being  re- 
futed him,  he  became  fo  furious,  that  they  found 
themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of  fending  him  to  this 
hofpital,  where  he  has  a  particular  apartment  to  him- 
felf,  with  a  little  gallery  for  walking,  his  brother  pay- 
ing eight  hundred  Piedmontefe  livres  for  his  annual 
maintenance. 

The  king  is  very  careful  of  obtaining  exact  in- 
telligence with  regard  to  the  manner  of  executing 
the  laws  of  the  police ;  he  has  formerly  been  even 
,known  to  walk  about  the  ftreets  of  the  city  alone, 
muffled  up  in  a  cloak,  that  he  might  fee  himfelf  how 
affairs  were  managed  in  the  city.  He  once  took 
from  a  baker  a  loaf,  which  feemed  to  be  both  bad 
bread  and  fhort  of  weight,  and  carried  it  to  the  fe- 
nate,  in  order  to  have  it  examined.  The  baker  laid 
the  blame  on  the  heavy  duty,  which  obliged  them,, 
to  ufe  fuch  meal  -,  and,  as  the  complaint  was  not  en- 
tirely deftitute  of  foundation,  his  majelty  caufed  fome 
alteration  to  be  made  in  that  refpect,  and  the  excife 
to  be  lowered  in  proportion. 

7  Thus 
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Thus  have  I  given  an  account  of  what  pleafcd  me 
mofr  in  Turin  ;  you  will  permit  me  to  mention  what 
I  mod  difiiked  :  and  in  the  front  of  thefc  I  muft  place 
the  frequent  thick  fogs  in  autumn  and  winter,  arifing 
from  the  Po  and  other  waters,  which  render  the  air 
thick,  damp,  and  confequently  unhealthful.  Thefe 
exhalations  chiefly  afreet  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
which  is  often  covered  with  noxious  fogs,  when  Ri- 
voli  enjoys,  at  the  fame  time,  the  mod  ferene  and 
delightful  weather. 

The  foul  and  muddy  water,  in  molt  of  the  wells 
and  refervoirs  in  this  city,  is  an  inconveniency  almoft 
as  bad  as  the  fogs ;  efpecially  when  it  is  remembered 
that  this  continues  all  the  year.  The  badnefs  of  the 
water,  in  a  great  meafure,  reful's  from  their  neglect 
to  keep  the  wells  and  refervoirs  clean  ;  dead  animals, 
and  other  filth,  being  frequently  thrown  into  them. 
There  is,  indeed,  before  the  Po-gate,  near  the  capu- 
chin monaftery,  a  well  of  excellent  water,  which  they 
take  care  to  preferve  from  filth,  by  locking  it  up. 

Another  inconvenience  is  the  vile  regulation  of  the 
inns  with  regard  to  flrangers ;  the  ufage  being  very 
bad,  and  the  impofitions  intolerable.  In  ihort,  the 
entertainment  at  Turin  is  worfe  than  in  any  other  part 
of  Italy.  The  country  produces  plenty  of  good  wine  •, 
but,  unlefs  you  pay  an  exorbitant  price,  what  they 
fell  at  the  public  inns  is  the  moft  wretched  fluff  in  the 
world.  The  catholics  in  particular,  on  faft-days, 
are  very  badly  off;  for,  notwithstanding  the  i'.j 
abounds  with  a  great  variety  of  excellent  fifh,  as  pike, 
carp,  perch,  trout,  and  fturgeon,  weighing  from 
eighty  to  a  hundred  pounds  •,  the  avaricious  lai.-dlords 
will  not  be  at  the  expence  of  purchaling  frelh  fifh, 
but  their  guefts  mult  be  contented  with  miferably 
bad  fait  fifh,  or  an  aumellete  of  Hale  eggs. 

Their  manner  of  burying  the  dead  is  very  unnatu- 
ral and  offenfive.  They  carry  the  corpie  in  procefiion 
to  the  grave,  into  which  they  put  it  without  any  cof- 
fin.    I  need  no:  mention  how  difagreeable  a   fpec- 
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Jtacle  this  mull  be,  when  the  perfon  died  of  the  meafles, 
fmall-pox,  or  the  like  infectious  diftempers.  But  the 
difagreeablenefs  of  the  fpectacle  is  not  the  worft  con- 
fequence  that  attends  it  •,  we  know  the  effluvia  are 
.infectious,  and  confequently  muft  greatly  tend  to 
fpread  the  difeafe.  The  malked  fraternities,  who 
often  attend  funerals,  and  whofe  eyes  only  can  be 
feen,  make  indeed  a  frightful,  but  at  the  fame  time* 
a  very  mean  appearance.  The  churches  are  alio,  by 
their  negligence,  often  rendered  ofFenfive ;  for  it  is 
not  uncommon,  even  when  any  contagious  diftemper 
rages,  to  fee  three  or  four  dead  bodies  lying  in  them 
uncovered  a  whole  day.  Perfons  of  diftinction  have 
their  peculiar  family- vaults  in  the  churches  and  cha- 
pels j  but  the  poorer  fort  are  thruft  into  a  kind  of 
hole  under  ground,  in  their  pariih-churches,  from 
fifty  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  together,  without  any 
coffins.  The  pafiages  indeed  into  thefe  deep  reposi- 
tories are  vaulted,  and  have  feveral  doors  between 
xhemand  the  church;  but  all  is  not  fufficient  to  pre- 
vent the  noxious  effluvia  from  diffufmg  itfelf  over 
the  whole  church.  I  well  know,  that  this  inconve- 
niency  is  not  peculiar  to  the  churches  at  Turin,  but 
a  nuifance  common  to  mod  of  the  large  cities,  efpe- 
dally  in  Romifh  countries.  But,  as  it  is  a  prac- 
tice repugnant  to  reafon,  it  ought  to  be  univerfally 
rejected. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Philip  Verheyen,  profeffor  of 
phyfic  and  anatomy  at  Louvain,  who  died  in  1710, 
in  his  lifetime,  caufed  an  infcription  to  be  placed  on 
his  own  tomb,  importing,  "  That  he  had  ordered 
his  mortal  part  to  be  depofited  in  the  church-yard, 
that  he  might  not  defile  the  church,  or  infect  it  with 
noxious  fleams."  A  caution,  that  certainly  merits 
the  moil  ferious  attention. 

Nor  can  I  be  reconciled  to  the  unbounded  liberty 
which  mountebanks  and  empirical  quacks  have  ob- 
tained in  Turin,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  Italy, 
of  cheating  the  people  both  of  their  money  and  their 

health. 
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health.  The  ordinances  of  the  Turin  academy,  in- 
deed, prohibit,  under  pain  of  death,  any  perfon 
from  ielling  medicines,  without  a  permifllon  from 
the  firft  phyficiait  of  the  country  ;  but  this  prohibi- 
tion is  of  no  confequence,  every  place  fwarming  with/ 
ignorant  itinerants ;  unleis  the  phyfician  can  be  fuf- 
pected  of  granting  his  licences,  without  knowing  ei- 
ther the  perfon,  or  the  nature  of  medicines  he  has  the 
confidence  of  felling  to  the  common  people.  There 
are  always  in  the  Place  de  Chateau,  feveral  ltages 
erected  for  thefe  empirics,  where  each  endeavours  to 
excel  his  rival  in  muiic,  antic  tricks,  and  other  foole- 
ries, in  order  to  augment  the  number  of  his  audi- 
ence. And  it  is  mocking  to  hear  what  affeverations 
thefe  impious  wretches  make  ufe  of  to  recommend 
their  noxious  preparations.  Some  days  fince  I  heard 
one  of  them  begin  his  harangue  in  the  following  fo- 
lemn  manner  :  "  Praiied  be  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
of  whom  I  defire  no  more  than  that  he  will  deal  with 
me  according  to  his  righteoufnefs  in  the  lafr.  iudg- 
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ment,  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  fhall  with  you  this 
day.  I  fquander  away  my  Jubilance  from  an  affec- 
tionate regard  for  your  health  -,  but  the  devil,  that 
enemy  of  all  good  works,  has  fo  blinded  your  eyes, 
that  you  look  upon  a  few  Ibis  as  equal  to  a  hundred 
fcudi,  and  by  that  means  neglect  your  own  health, 
and  that  of  your  nearelt  relations,  which  might  be 
eftablifhed  for  to  insignificant  a  trifle  :  if  I  take  a 
fingle  doit  from  jrou  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  my 
conicience  I  wifh  I  may  be  condemned  to  iwallow 
your  melted  money  through  all  eternity  in  hell,  8t€.* 
This  detelted  empiric'.^  panacea  confifted  of  two 
powders,  with  which  he  pretended  to  cure  infallibly 
the  apoplexy,  epilepfy,  or  talling-Iicknefs,  cliolic, 
head-ach,  coniumption,  and  droply  ;  though  at  the 
fame  time  the  price  of  both  was  no  more  than  a  lingle 
parabqjdiea  or  nine  pfennings  $  whence  a  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  the  excellent  ingredients  of  which 
thefe  medicines  were  compounded.  MoJ.efty,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  does  not  fcem  to  be  entirely  banifhed  from  the 
tooth-drawers ;  for  they  commonly  allure  their  pa- 
tients, that  they  will  happily  take  their  teeth  out  con 
adjuto  di  fanta  Apolloraa,  "  with  the  help  of  St.  Apol- 
lonia,"  the  titular  laint  and  patronefs  of  the  teeth. 
And,  whenever  (he  is  named,  both  the  doelor  and  au- 
dience never  fail  to  pull  off  their  hats  in  token  of  re- 
verence. 

[To  what  is  related  by  Mr.  Keyfler,  we  (hall  add 
fome  farther  particulars  of  a  later  date,  and  of  a 
more  familiar  nature,  from  the  ingenious  Mr.  Sharpe  ; 
whofe  letters  from  Turin  are  dated  in  May  1766. 

"  There  are  two  theatres  at  Turin ;  the  one  for 
the  ferious  opera,  almoft  as  large  and  magnificent  as 
that  at  Naples  \  the  fecond,  a  lmaller,  for  the  three 
other  kinds  of  fpeftacles  :  namely,  the  Comedie 
Franpoife,  the  Comedie  Italienne,  and  the  Opera 
Comique.  Thefe  four  exhibitions  fucceed  each  other, 
in  the  four  different  feafons  of  the  year ;  but  the 
king  and  family  never  frequent  any  but  the  grand 
opera.  I  do  not  learn  that  his  majefty  lays  himfelf 
under  this  reftraint,  from  any  religious  exception  to 
a  play-houfe,  but  merely  becaufe  it  is  the  etiquette 
of  the  court.  Should  the  royal  family  break  through 
this  ridiculous  form,  it  would  certainly  tend  to  im- 
prove their  flage,  and  render  the  fpectacles  more  bril- 
liant^ but  they  have  a  cuttom  here,  which  will  al- 
ways preferve  elegance  and  decorum  in  their  operas. 
There  is  a  fociety  of  forty  gentlemen,  anfwerable  for 
every  expence  whatfoever,  viz.  the  falaries  of  the 
aclors  and  the  orcheftra,  the  purchafe  of  the  fcenery, 
the  dreffes,  &c.  &c.  fo  that  the  performers  are  fure 
of  their  pay,  though  the  operas  mould  not  fucceed. 
It  is  not  io  with  regard  to  the  Italian  and  French  co- 
medians* thofe  two  companies  taking  the  chance  of 
good  and  bad  houfes. 

Whilft  I  am  at  Turin,  I  go  every  day  to  the  king's 
anti-chamber,  to  fee  him  and  his  court  pafs  to  chapel, 
and  as  conftantly  wait  on  them  through  the  whole 
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ftrvice:  if  meerly  attending  on   public  worfhip  be  & 
work  of  merit,   I  may  vaunt  with  the  Pharifee  in  the 
Golpel,  of  my  great  deferr.     You  will  wonder  to  hear 
fo  much  of  my  perfeverance  in  the  purfuit  of  thefe 
religious  ceremonies  •,  but,  as  the  folly  I  am  enquiring 
after  is  infinite,  were  I  to  live  here  for  ever,  the  fearck 
would  likewife  be  endlefs.     The  good  old  king,  in 
his  latter  days,  gives  himfelf  up  entirely   to   devo- 
tion •■>  the   reft  of  the  family  too  are  exceedingly  de- 
vout :  the  church,  therefore,  is  triumphant  at  Turin, 
and  the  chief  fplendor  of  this  city  is  to  be  found  in 
the  king's  chapel.     He  has  a  choice  orcheftra,  at  the 
head  of  which  are  Pugnani,  and  the  two  Bifoucis. 
He  feldom  prays  to  God  ;  but  as  Nebuchadnezzar 
prayed  to  his  God,  with  the  found  of  the  fackbut, 
the  pfaltef,    and  all  kinds   of  mufical    inftruments*. 
Certainly,  if  a  gilded  church  be  an  honour  to  the 
Deity,  he   is  much  more  honoured  in   Italy  than  in 
England,  and  the  catholic  religion,  if  I  may  ufe  the 
expreffion,  is  much  more  flattering  to  him  than  our 
plain  home  fpun  form  of  prayer. 

On  Saturday  lad,  the  whole  mafs  was  performed 
in  the  pantomime  manner,  the  prieft  not  pronouncing 
one  word  aloud,  but  only  accompanying  the  mufic 
through  the  whole  office,  with  a  thoufand  unintelli- 
gible, (at  leaft  to  me)  ridiculous  geiturcs.     The  day 
following  being  Whitfunday,  there  was  a  high  mafs, 
which  continued  exactly  fifty  minutes,  and  was  cele- 
brated both  by  mufic  and  by  chaunting.     The  tricks 
played  by  the  priefts,  and  their  attendants,  during 
the  celebration,  are  fo  whimfical,  chat,    were  I  ca- 
pable of  defcribing  them,  you  would  imagine   1   had 
fat  cown  to  invent  raillery,  iarcafm,  and  caricature. 
To  give  you  fame   idea  of  one  part :    conceive   to 
youril-lf,    four   young   men  in   icarlet  banyans,    and 
white  nightrails,  walking  half  the  time  of  the  lervice 
before  the  altar  ;  one  moment  bowing  like  the  judges 
in  Bays's  dance,  to  the  king,  the  next  moment  to 
the  altar  $  and  preicntly  after,  to  the  ground-,  thus 

ringing 
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ringing  the  changes  for  fifty  minuted :  then  each  of 
them  has  a  large  lighted  taper,  which,  for  a  cer- 
tain length  of  time,  they  carry  horizontally,  walking 
folemnly  one  after  another,  with  the  fame  care  as 
you  would  ftep  along  a  narrow  deal  board,  without 
touching  the  cracks  of  the  floor.  After  this  pro- 
ceflion  they  bend  both  knees  toward  the  ground, 
but  not  fo  far  as  to  touch  the  ground,  juft  in  the 
method  you  have  feen  dancers  on  the  flack  rope, 
but  fomething  more .  deliberately  •,  after  this,  they 
raife  themfelves  from  that  uneafy  poflure,  to  an  erect 
jfittuation-j  but  with  fo  circumfpecl  and  gradual  a  mo- 
tion, that  they  tremble  and  totter,  not  without  fome 
rifle  of  falling :  when  the  genuflection  and  elevation 
are  finifhed,  or,  rather,  during  the  operation,  the 
tapers  are  thrown  into  various  pofitions',  as  a  foldier 
would  exercife  with  a  pike  or  a  mufket.  How  the 
fertile  arid  fbolifh  brain  of  man  could  invent  all  this 
fbppery  and  nonfenfe  is  wonderful;  but  it  would, 
perhaps,  be  curious,  could  We  come  at  the  hiftory 
of  its  origin,  and  on  what  pretence  thefe  feveral  prac- 
tices were  introduced.  I  am  afraid  to  go  on  with  my 
defcription;  becaufe  I  feel  myfelf  unequal  to  the  ri- 
dkuloufnefs ;  and,  indeed,  left  I  mould  forfeit  the 
character  of  veracity,  by  telling  truths  fo  very  like 
falfehoods :  but  muft  not  omit  to.  mention,  that,  at 
a  certain  moment,  (I  think  the  inftant  after  the  ele- 
vation of  the  hoft)  the  two  priefts  who  officiate  at 
tht  altar,  embrace  and  kifs  other  priefts  who  fit  on 
the  bench  near  the  alta-rj  with  a  folemnity  and  gri- 
mace truly  ludicrous;  I  confefs  it  is  feldom  pardon- 
able, to  deride  the  ceremonies  of  any  religion  fin- 
cerely  profeffed  by  its  followers ;  but,  when  the  ce- 
remonies of  a  religion  are  farcical,  and  fo  palpably 
the  inftruments  of  oppreflion  and  tyranny,  by  which 
the  common  fenfe  and  civil  rights  of  the  world  are 
enflaved  to  a  proud  priefthood ;  it  were  virtue  to 
kugh  till  men  grew  afhamed  of  their  folly* 
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There  is  at  Turin  a  famous  violin,  called  Pugnani, 
in  the  higheft  reputation  for  his  proficiency  on  thac 
inftrument ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  [t.  lians,  and 
even  the  Englifh  here,  fuperior  to  GiardinL     It  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  hear  him   to   the  greateft 
advantage;  but,    if  I  may  hazard  my  fentiments  on 
this  delicate  point,  I  muft  tell  you,  though  I  am  lin- 
gular in  my  judgment,  I  prefer  Giardini,  and  cfteem 
him  a  much  more  agreeable  performer  than  Pugnani. 
It  is  faid,  Pugnani  draws  out  a  louder  tone  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  fiddle  than  Giardini  does,   and 
this,  it  mu ft  be  granted,  is  his  fort  ;  but,  with  fub- 
miftion  to  Italian  ears,  mine  were  a  little  fhocked  in 
ieveral  parts  of  his  folo.     I   wifhed  he  had  been  a 
little  more  fweet,  though  he  had  been  lefs  forte  ;  and, 
from  this  example  of  lb  excellent  a  performer,  it 
may  be  fufpected  that  a  firing,  of  a  certain  fhortnefs, 
will  not  admit  of  fweetnefs  beyond  iuch  a  degree  of 
loudnefs.     His  tafte  and  elegance  I  thought  by  no 
means  comparable    to   Giurdini's ;    but,  perhaps,  i 
may  have  been  miftaken  in  all  my  criticilms  ;  how- 
ever,   I  am  perfuaded,  though  my  judgment  may  be 
falie,  that  it  does  not  fpring  from  a  want  of  feeling  ; 
for  the  Bifoucis,  both  of  them,  (the   hautbois  and 
the  balloon)  gave  me  the  pleafure  I  expected  from 
their  fame ;  who,    though  they  are  extremely  old, 
have  ftill  the  fame  powers  as  formerly.     Molt  pro- 
bably Pugnani  will  find  his  way  to  England  fome 
time  or  another ;  but,  at  prefent,  I  am  told  the  king 
will  not  fufler  it ;  for,  though  his  majefty  has  no  re- 
lifh  for  mufic,  he  will  have  the  bell  hands  he   c:.n 
procure  for  divine  fervice.     I  fuppofe,  were  a 
Chriftian  to  afk,  why  all  this  nolle  and  parade  in  di- 
vine worfhip  ?  why  all  thefe  drums,  trumpets,   and 
clangor?  Are  not  a  good  life,   a  devout   heart,  antt 
a  fober  prayer,  the  moll  pleafing  offering  that  c 
made  to  the  Deity  ?  The  men  with,  lhaved  heads,  holy 
water,  fweet  burning  incenfe,  tapers  lighted  at  noon 
day,  and  a  wafer  god,  would  treat  him  as   a  fanatic, 
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a  heretic,  a  blafpemer  :  and,  in  my  opinion,  confid- 
ent enough  with  the  reft  of  their  conduct,  who  are 
fo  abfurd  and  cruel,  as  to  mutilate  young  lads,  in  or- 
der to  render  their  voices  and  praifes  more  accept- 
able to  an  Almighty  Being. 

The  environs  of  Turin  are  nearly  as  pleafant  as 
thofe  of  Florence  -,  and,  if  you  confider  the  beauty 
.-of  the  river,  fully  fo :  the  city  itfelf  is,  certainly, 
much  more  regular  and  handibme  than  any  other  in 
Italy,  and  would  be  a  delightful  abode,  were  a  man 
well  recommended  and  introduced  into  the  Deft 
•company,  for  our  notions  and  characters  of  places 
often  depend  on  the  little  accident  of  falling  into 
agreeable  or  difagreeabie  fcciety.  The  young  Eng- 
lishmen here  complain  of  the  dullnefs  and  melan- 
choly of  the  court,  which  throws  a  gloom  over  the 
whole  face  of  Turin  •,  as  there  is  neither  an  Englifh 
or  a  French  ambafTador  here,  the  common  refources 
of  amufernent  and  politenefs,  in  the  principal  courts 
of  Europe.  The  king,  as  I  have  intimated,  prays 
much  •,  the  duke  of  Savoy  not  a  little :  the  ladies  in 
waiting  are  ancient,  the  fame  that  adorned  the  draw- 
ing-room fome  thirty  or  forty  years  ago :  then  the 
duke  is  the  father  of  nine  children,  a  circumfrance 
which  naturally  renders  a  man  fomewhat  ferious  in 
every  ftation  of  life.  All  thefe  things  confidered,  you 
will  imagine  Turin  is  not  fo  gay  as  it  might  have 
been  under  other  circumftances.  The  women,  how- 
ever, are  extremely  beautiful  and  fair  in  this  country, 
though,  indeed,  the  ladies  of  Milan  and  Venice  al- 
moft  vie  with  them  in  complexion  and  features.  It 
is  a  matter  of  aftonifhment,  to  what  a  degree  this 
fairnels  of  fkin  prevails  in  the  northern  parts  of  Italy. 
I  can  hearken  to  a  reafoner,  wTho  informs  me,  that 
the  frequent  mixture  of  the  Moors,  and  their  inter- 
marriages with  the  Spaniards,  during  the  feveral  cen- 
turies they  occupied  fo  large  a  portion  of  Spain,  will 
account  for  the  olive  complexion  of  that  nation ;  but 
we  are  ftill  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend  why  the  French 
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are  a  browner  people  than  the  inhabitants  of  Pied- 
mont and  Lornbardy,  who  live  in  nearly  the  fame  la- 
titude. The  common  people  are  more  olive-coloured 
than  the  gentry  here-,  but  that,  perhaps,  is  owing 
to  the  heat  of  the  fun  :  fo  that,  in  fact,  they  are  ra- 
ther fun-burnt  than  of  a  natural  olive-colour.  The 
women  here,  are  fo  much  handfomer  than  thofe  in 
Naples,  that,  on  the  firft  thought,  one  wonders  that 
a  Neapolitan,  of  a  large  fortune,  does  not,  for  the 
fake  of  a  fair  offfpring,  feek  a  wife  in  thefe  parts  ; 
bur,  when  it  is  confidered  how  little  the  charms  of 
beauty,  affection,  fociety,  and  conftancy,  are  re- 
quired in  marriage  here  ;  the  wonder  ceafes :  family 
connections,  fortune,  and  an  eldeft  fon,  feem  to  be 
the  only  objects  of  matrimony. 

I  go  every  night  to  the  comedy.  The  company 
of  comedians  are  from  Venice,  and  perhaps  are  the 
beft  company  in  Italy  ;  but,  the  drama  all  over  Italy 
is  in  a  very  lo\v  ftate,  and  how  a  reformation  fhould 
be  effected,  I  can  hardly  conceive.  Their  plays  are 
generally  dull,  where  they  are  not  farcical-,  and 
where  they  are  farcical,  they  defcend  to  the  ribaldry 
of  our  jack  puddings  at  Bartholomew-Fair.  How, 
therefore,  mould  they  ever  have  good  actors,  till 
their  actors  are  furnifhed  with  better  compofitions, 
and  better  heard  -,  and,  what  is  alfo  of  equal  confe- 
rence, better  paid  than  at  prefent?  I  mult  not,  now 
1  am  upon  the  fubject  of  plays,  any  longer  forge  I 
to  tell  vou,  that  at  Florence,  women,  as  with  us, 
fit  in  the  pit :  a  cuitom,  I  believe,  peculiar  to  that 
city. 

In  the  great  guard  room,  adjoining  to  the  king's 
apartments,  1  Ice  the  fame  cobwebs  1  left  there  lait 
year,  and,  which  poflibly  have  fubfifted  ever  fince 
the  beginning  of  this  century.  Strange,  that,  in  fo 
elegant  a  palace;  there  fhould  be  fo  glaring,  fo  nafty 
a  deformity  ;  but  it  is  in  England (  I  a  uni- 

formity of  grandeur,  and  cleanlinefs,  befpeaka   the 
riches  of  the  mailer !  In  Italy  you  ..  palaces 
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with  pictures  and  ftatues,  to  the  value  often  or  twenty 
thoufand  pounds,  and  a  bricked  floor,  you  would  be 
aihamedof,in  your  kitchen;  then  the  hangings,  chairs, 
and  curtains,  are  fueh,  as  an  Englifhman  would  blufh 
to  put  into  his  garrets.  Another  initance,  a  ftriking 
one  indeed,  of  parfimony  mixed  with  royalty,  is, 
that  at  this  moment,  both  in  the  gardens  at  Parma, 
and  Turin,  they  are  actually  making  hay  in  the  fmall 
plots,  or  partitions ;  and  I  mould  fuppofe,  the  quan* 
tity  is  rather  an  object  of  millings,  than  guineas  ;  for 
the  abundance  of  meadow-grounds  all  through  Piedi- 
mont  and  Lombardy,  is  really  furprifing. 

I  take  pleafure  in  furveying  the  fortifications  of 
Turin.  1  confider  this  ft  ate  as  our  natural  ally,  an 
enemy  to  France,  from  its  fituation ;  and  it  gives 
me  the  utmofl  delight,  to  fee  the  exact  order  in  which 
they  are  kept :  it  appears  to  me,  that  if  a  brick  de- 
cay, it  is  immediately  fupplied  with  a  new  one.  The 
repairs  of  fo  many  fortified  towns,  in  lb  fmall  a  prin- 
cipality, mull  fall  heavy  on  the  king's  revenue ;  but 
there  is  an  ceconomy  here  practifed  in  government, 
an  Englifhman  has  no  idea  of:  I  have  it  from  the 
bell  authority,  that  the  appointments  of  the  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  are  about  four  hundred  pounds  a  year 
ilerling. 

I  think  I  have  mentioned,  how  frequently  I  have 
blulhed  in  England  at  the  brutal  curiam,  which  pre- 
vails amongft  the  common  people  there,  of  boxing 
upon  every  little  quarrel ;  and  how  often  I  have  fince 
blulhed  in  Italy,  that  I  fhould  have  been  alnamed  of 
my  country,  for  a  practice,  which  I  now  efteem  lau- 
dable, taking  mankind  fuch  as  they  are.  I  find,  by 
experience  here,  that  Jthe  fudden  indignation  and 
tranfports  of  a  choleric  man,  mull  be  immediately 
gratified,  and  when  a  bloody  nofe  given  on  the  fpot, 
or  the  gentle  and  cooler  method  of  challenging  the 
offender  to  ftrip,  does  not  fatisfy,  afiaflination  will 
take  place,  and  {tabbing  will  be  the  fubftitute  of 
Boxing.     I  am  led  into  the  repetition  of  this  remark, 
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by  a  (lory,  I  picked  up  the  other  day,  in  this  city, 
which  pleafes  me  extremely,  as  it  characterizes  fo 
ftrongly,  the  different  gcniufes  of  the  Italian,  and 
the  Englifh  common  people.  It  ieems,  that  a  few 
weeks  fince,  ibme  Englifh  failors  in  the  port  of  Nice, 
had  got  drunk  at  a  public  houfe,  grew  noify  and 
quarrelibme.  ilript  into  buff,  and  fought  it  out  •,  but 
the  poor  landlady,  who  expected  nothing  left,  from 
the  outfet  of  the  fray,  than  blood  and  murder,  had, 
in  the  very  beginning  of  it,  run  for  the  guard  of  the 
town,  to  take  them  into  cuftody :  the  guard  accord- 
ingly came  ;  but,  before  this  period,  the  failors  had 
fmifhed  their  battle,  and  had  fet  down  to  drink  again, 
the  bell  friends  in  the  world  ;  which  they  explained 
to  the  foldiers  :  but  the  foldiers,  not  having  the  lead 
comprehenfion  of  fuch  Ridden  forgivenefs  an:!  friend- 
ship, infifted  they  mould  all  go  to  the  guard- houfe  : 
this  obftinacy  affronted  our  tars,  who  fell  violently 
upon  them,  and,  I  think,  broke  two  or  three  of  their 
mufkets  •,  but  in  the  end  they  were  overpowered,  and 
one  of  them  taken  prilbner,  the  reft  efcaping  to  their 
fhip.  The  fequel  of  the  itory  is,  that  the  commandant 
put  the  prifoner  into  the  (locks  all  night,  which  is  an 
infamous  kind  of  punifnment  here  ■,  for  they  do  not 
fit,  but  lie,  (perhaps  in  the  mud)  on  their  backs. 
Now,  the  prilbner  happening  to  be  the  boatfwain  of 
the  ihip,  he  thought  his  dignity  affronted,  and  lodged 
a  complaint  again  ft  the  commandant,  with  the  1 
lifli  charge  <? affaires,  who  reported  it  to  the  king.  His 
majefty  was  very  gracious,  condemned  the  precipe 
t-ancy  of  the  commandant,  who,  he  laid,  mould  have 
fene  to  court  for  his  ink  -,  laughed   at  the  ri- 

diculoufhefs  of  the  event,  but  told  the  ch.: 
that  no  reparation  could  be  made,  in  any  kingdom  of 
the  world,    to  a  man  who  had  oppofed  t! 

,  in  the  regular  execution  of  their  du    . 
The  frequency  ofilabbing  in  thefc  countries, 
not,  however,  meer'\ 
or  th  us  •,  for,  were  :r.?n  onder  more  reftri 
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the  crime,  I  am  perfuaded,  would  be  lefs  common; 
bur,  here,  befide  the  fanftuary  which  delinquents 
find  in  churches  and  holy  places,  there  is  another  (till 
more  open  fanc~tuary,  I  mean,  the  remiffnefs  both  of 
law  and  profecution.  Mr.  Murray,  our  late  refident 
at  Venice,  upon  his  firft  arrival  there,  loudly  pro- 
claimed, that  mould  any  Englifhmen  be  affaMinated 
during  his  refidentfhip,  no  expence,  no  interpofition, 
fhould  prevent  his  bringing  the  criminal  to  condign 
punifhment :  the  Venetian  common  people  are  all 
apprifed  of  his  refolution,  and,  that  no  Englishman 
has  been  murdered,  he  afcribes  to  this  meafure.  Sir 
James  Gray,  our  late  envoy  at  Naples,  I  am  told, 
was  once  extremely  active  in  bringing  a  criminal  to 
the  gallows,  who  had  afTaflinated  one  of  our  coun- 
trymen. The  example,  perhaps,  had  a  good  effect 
on  their  behaviour,  as  there  has  been  no  fuch  other 
inftance  fince  that  time  •,  but  it  had  little  influence  on 
their  morals ;  for  the  day  happening  to  be  black  and 
fcormy,  the  common  people  believed  that  heaven  was 
offended  at  the  execution  of  a  catholic  for  the  death 
of  a  heretic  ;  fo  far  were  they  from  imagining  it  was 
a  proper  jultice,  and  a  facrifice  pleafing  to  God. 
Could  the  church  be  prevailed  on  to  recede  from 
the  right  of  flickering  murderers,  it  would  be  a  great 
flride  toward  a  reformation  of  this  enormous  evil. 
At  Florence,  where  Sir  Horatio  Man  informed  me, 
fewer  capital  crimes  are  committed  than  in  any  other 
city  of  Italy,  my  eyes  were  tired  with  the  view  of 
an  affaiiin  and  another  delinquent,  who  had  taken  re- 
fuge on  the  fteps  before  a  church  contiguous  to  lord 

■ -'s  houfe.     One  could  not  look  out  of  window, 

but  thefe  fellows  prefented  themfelves  to  your  fight  •, 
they  fauntered  upon  the  fteps  all  day,  and  retired  into 
the  church  during  the  night.  His  lordfhip  told  me, 
they  had  led  this  life  many  months,  and  fo  badly  do 
good  people  often  judge  of  real  charity,  that  it  was 
efteemed  a  matter  of  religion  in  the  neighbourhood 
to  iupply  thefe  wretches  every  day  with  a  fufficiency 
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of  provifion.  I  mufi  not  omit,  however,  to  mention, 
that  government,  upon  very  extraordinary  occafions, 
will  fometimes  encroach  a  little  upon  the  privileges  of 
the  church.  Not  long  ago,  there  was  a  murder,  of 
a  very  atrocious  nature,  committed  in  that  city,  and 
the  perpetrator,  as  ufual,  flew  to  i.  church  for  his 
afylum  •,  upon  which,  the  magiftracy  caufed  it  to  be 
furrcunded  night  and  day,  with  a  guard  fufficient  to 
prevent  any  one  from  going  to  mafs  there,  and,  con- 
sequently, from  carrying  him  any  fuftenance.  In  a 
few  days,  the  criminal,  from  a  certainty  of  prefent 
death,  by  llarving,  threw  himfelf  in  the  hands  of 
juftice,  to  take  his  trial,  when  he  met  with  his  de- 
ferts."    We  now  return  to  Mr.  Keyfler.] 

The  genius,  temper,  and  method  of  living  among 
the  Savoyards,  having  been  already  confidered,  it 
remains,  that  I  now  give  you  fome  account  of  the 
Piedmontefe.  A  native  of  this  country  fome  time 
fince  drew  up  a  comparifon  between  them,  but  I  am 
far  from  pretending  to  juftify  it.  He  pretended, 
that,  among  ten  Piedmontefe,  one  honeft  man  might 
probably  be  found,  but  not  one  difhoneft  peribn 
among  ten  Savoyards.  Bat  whether  this  affertion  be 
true  or  falfe,  this  is  certain,  that  the  Piedmontefe  are 
extremely  artful,  and  it  would  greatly  tend  to  pro- 
mote their  reputation,  if  they  never  employed  their 
•talents  in  an  improper  manner.  They  are,  however, 
very  careful. to  conceal  the  abufe  they  make  of  them 
under  fuch  phufible  circumftancea  and  artful  ap- 
pearances, that  it  is  impofiiblc  not  tj  admire  their 
aexterity. 

In  1695,  a  Piedmontefe,  under  the  borrowed  name 
of  count  Garaffa,  came  to  Vienna,  and  immediately 
waited  on  the  im  linifter,  pretending  that  the 

duke  of  Savoy  had  lent  him  to  negotiate  fome  weighty 
affair  between  themfelves,  without  the  knowlege  of  the 
Fren<  1  1  fador.  1  !••  produced,  at  the  fame  time, 
his  credentials  in  which  bpth  the  hand-writing  and 
.  duke  were  imitated  to  the 
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lion.  Accordingly,  he  was  very  favourably  received; 
and  foon  after  publicly  declared  himfelf  envoy  extra- 
ordinary from  the  court  of  Savoy.  He  was  honoured 
with  frequent  conferences  by  the  emperor's  council; 
and  was  fo  well  received  in  the  genteeleft  afiemblies, 
that  oh  the  captain  of  the  guards  refuiing  him  ad- 
mittance to  a  private  concert  in  the  palace,  he  demand- 
ed fatisfaction  in  his  mailer's  name,  and  the  captain 
was  commanded  to  alk  his  pardon.  To  obtain  the 
protection  and  friendfhip  of  thejefuits,  whole  power, 
at  court,  he  was  no  Granger  to,  was  his  firfl:  care. 
Accordingly,  he  vifited  their  church,  and,  obferving 
that  it  was  not  finilhed,  owing,  as  they  alleged,  to 
the  utter  inability  of  the  fociety  to  proceed  in  the 
work,  he  allied  them  what  fum  of  money  it  would 
require  ?  The  fathers,  in  anfwer  to  his  queftion,  laid 
before  him  an  eitimate,  amounting  to  two  thoufand 
.Louis  d'Ors.  Upon  which  the  pretended  Caraffa 
declared  his  particular  attachment  to  their  order,  add- 
ing, that  he  thought  himfelf  extremely  happy  in 
meeting  with  the  leaft  opportunity  of  mewing  it  pub- 
licly ;  that  they  might  continue  the  building  of  their 
church,  toward  which,  he  that  very  day  lent  them 
the  two  thoufand  Louis  d'ors.  He  was,  however,  fen- 
fible,  that  he  could  not  long  act  his  part  without  being 
difcovered;  and,  not  being  willing  to  bear  the  whole 
expence  of  fuch  a  piece  of  generality,  he  invited  le- 
veral  of  the  firft  ladies  of  the  court  to  fupper  and 
a  ball.  Every  one  promifed  him  their  company : 
but  he  pretended  to  complain  that  they  had  feveral 
times  before  difappointed  him,  and,  in  a  jocofe  man- 
ner, defired  a  pledge  from  each  lady,  as  a  fecurity  for 
Jier  fulfilling  her  promife,  by  honouring  him  with  her 
prefence.  Accordingly,  one  gave  him  a  ring,  another 
a  pearl  necklace,  a  third  rich  ear-rings,  and  a  fourth 
a  gold  watch,  with  feveral  things  of  value,  fo  that  the 
pledges  amounted  to  near  twelve  thoufand  dollars. 
Ail  the  guefts  appeared  at  the  place  and  time  ap- 
pointed ;  but  the -difappointment  and  chagrine  of  the 
*  whole, 
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whole  company  are  much  eafier  imagined  than  de- 
scribed, when  they  were  convinced  that  their  gay 
friend  was  no  other  than  a  fharper,  and  was  retired 
from  Vienna.  The  jeiuits  had  likewiie  but  little 
reafon  to  boaft  of  their  good  fortune  :  for,  a  few 
days  before  his  departure,  putting  on  an  air  of  a 
deep  concern,  he  threw  himfelf  in  the  way  of  the 
emperor's  confeffor,  who,  obferving  him  to  be  re- 
markably  melancholy,  afked  him  the  reafon.  The 
count  anfwered,  that  he  would  venture  to  entruft  him 
with  the  fecret,  which  was,  that  he  wanted  money  at 
the  very  time  his  matter's  affairs  required  a  fum  of 
eight  thoufand  Louis  d'ors,  to  render  his  negociation 
at  the  imperial  court  fuccefsful.  The  jefuits,  who 
had  fo  lately  known  an  inftance  of  his  liberal  difpofi- 
tion,  made  no  fcruple  of  furnifhing  him  with  the 
eight  thoufand  Louis  d'Ors  ;  and,  with  this  acquifi- 
tion,  together  with  the  pledges  of  the  hdies,  he 
thought  proper  to  withdraw,  ifome  years  after  he 
was  apprehended  on  a  very  different  occafion,  in  the 
duke's  territories,  and  that  prince  ordered  him  to  be 
beheaded  in  prifon.  But  I  have  been  allured  at  Turin, 
th  at  his  fen  ten  ce  was  changed  into  an  imprilbnmer.t 
for  life,  the  duke's  council  having  pleaded  very  pa- 
thetically on  the  following  maxim  in  the  law,  quod 
fxcelkns  m  arte  mn  debe.:!  ;ucri,  "  Whoever  has  un- 
common fkill  in  any  art  mould  not  be  put  to  death.*5 
The  late  father  Sacchieri,  of  Turin,  was  a  remark- 
able inftance  of  the  ftrength  of  human  understand- 
ing, particularly  that  faculty  of  the  foul  we  term  me- 
mory. He  was  very  well  vcried  in  the  higher  geo- 
metry,  efpeciaily  in  Leibnitz's  Analyfis  Inhnitorum; 
and,  after  reading  over  with  attention  a  leaf  in  any 
printed  book,  he  could,  with  the  greatelt  eafe,  repeat 
it  with  iluency,  both  forward  and  backward.  Upon 
hearing  a  iermon,  provided  the  preacher  did  not 
cttd  above  an  hour  in  delivering  it,  he  could  readily 
at  it  irt  the  fame  order;  though  the  Italian  fer- 
mpiis  feem  to  be  lefs  connected  than  any  others,   on 

account 
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account  of  the  maxims  and  moral  fentences  with 
which  they  abound.  He  could  play  at  chefs  with 
three  different  perfons  at  the  fame  time,  even  with- 
out feeing  any  one  of  the  chefs-boards.  He  required 
no  more  than  that  his  fubftitute  fhould  tell  him  what 
piece  his  antagonift  had  moved,  and  Sacchieri  could 
direct  what  ftep  was  to  be  taken  on  his  fide,  holding 
at  the  fame  time  converfation  with  the  company  pre- 
fent.  If  any  difpute  arofe  about  the  place  where  any 
piece  mould  be,  he  could  tell  every  move  that  had 
been  made,  not  only  by  himfelf  but  by  his  anta?o- 
nift,  from  the  beginning  of  the  game ;  and  in  this 
manner  uncontefcably  decide  the  proper  place  of  the 
piece.  This  uncommon  dexterity  at  the  game  of 
chefs  appears  to  me  almoft  the  greater!  mfbance  that 
can  be  produced  of  a  furprifing  memory.  And,  for 
the  truth  of  the  fact,  I  can  appeal  to  witnefles,  whofe 
veracity,  as  well  as  high  rank,  will  not  admit  of  the 
Jeaft  doubt. 

But  a  quicknefs  of  parts  is  not  only  obfervable 
among  perfons  of  fafhion  and  learning,  but  likewife 
among  the  common  people  in  Piedmont,  who  are  re- 
markable for  their  penetration :  for  which  they  are 
very  probably  indebted,  both  to  the  warm  climate  of 
Italy,  and  their  proximity  and  intercourfe  with  the 
French  nation,  with  whom  they  are  fometimes  at 
peace,  but  more  frequently  at  war.  We  muft,  how- 
ever,  except,  out  of  the  number  of  the  king's  fagaci- 
ous  fubjedts,  the  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  of 
Aofta,  who  feldom  or  never  leave  their  vallies,  and 
hardly  believe  that  any  part  of  the  world  is  inhabited 
befide  the  fpot  where  they  dwell.  The  greatefl  part 
of  them  have  wens  or  ftrumous  fwellings  on  their 
throats,  and  the  fame  diftemper  is  alfo  obfervable 
among  their  horfes,  dogs,  &c.  Such  excrefcences' 
are  therefore,  in  all  probability,  owing  to  the  water 
they  drink.  The  natives  are  h  accuftomed  to  them, 
that  they  are  not  confidered  as  deformities.  And  it 
is  faid,  that  a  ilrange  lady,  who  had  not  a  wen,  com- 
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ing  into  a  church  in  this  valley,  during  the  fermon,' 
fo  uncommon  a  fight  difturbed  the  devotion  of  the 
congregation,  and  produced  a  general  laugh.  Even 
the  preacher,  after  looking  about  fome  time  for  the 
caufe  of  this  uproar,  could  not  contain  his  rifible  paf- 
fion;  but,  foon  recovering  his  clerical  gravity,  he  re- 
prefented  to  his  audience,  that,  indeed,  in  what  they 
had  done,  they  were  not  altogether  culpable,  though 
the  natural  imperfections  of  our  neighbours  were  not 
proper  objects  of  mirth  and  ridicule  ;  that  a  Chriftian, 
upon  any  fuch  occafion,  mould  rather  be  thank- 
ful to  providence  for  the  gifts  beftowed  on  him,  than 
infult  his  neighbour  for  being  deftitute  of  them. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  of  living  among  the 
ladies  in  Turin,  it  is  extremely  free-,  they  continually 
talk  to  the  men,  and  laugh  fo  exceflively,  as  would 
be  liable  to  cenfure  in  other  places.  Each  has  her 
gallant  and  confident  for  carrying  on  intrigues  •,  and 
•with  thefe  they  converfe  at  afTemblies.  But  foreign- 
ers, who  do  not  approve  of  living  gaily,  muft  riot 
cxpecT:  to  have  their  company  greatly  coveted.  Va- 
nity and  a  love  of  praife  make  them  extremely  polite 
to  ftrano-ers,  and,  upon  their  coming  into  an  ailem- 
bly,  they  rife,  and  talk  with  them  about  Che  weather, 
the  opera,  and  the  like;  but  never  proceed  any  far- 
ther. The  fame  behaviour  fhewn  to  ilrangers,  dur- 
ing  the  firft  week,  continues  the  fame  for  near  a 
quarter  of  a  year;  but  their  complaifance  abates 
much  fooner,  if  they  imagine  their  ftay  at  court,  or 
in  the  city,  mould  be  longer.  They  (peak  but 
little  French,  generally  their  own  Piedmonteie  lan- 
guage, which  is  a  medley  of  F ranch  and  Italian: 
many  words  arc  intirely  French,  but  ipoken  as  they 
are  written-,  for  inftance,  hit  (milk)  is  pronounced 
l(>t,  and  ic  is  the  fame  with/rf/7,   and  other  words. 

Piedmont  carries  on  a  conliderable  trade  in  filk, 

which,  forfinenefsand  ftrehgth,  are  reckoned  the  belt 

in  Italy.     All  the  filk  manufactures  in  Turin   arc  as 

good  as  in  any  place,  except  the  glazed  filks,  or  bro- 

6  cades, 


PIEDMONT.  S5V 

cades,  and  the  gold  and  filvcr  tifTues,  which  fall  far 
fhort  of  thofe  of  France.     Many  peafanrs  in  Pied- 
mont fell,  ever  year,  between  four  and  five  rubbs 
(each  rubb  weighing  twenty-five  pounds)  of  filk, 
which  has  not  yet  been  wound  from  the  balls;  and 
each  pound  of  thefe  rubbs   is  worth  betwixt  twenty 
and  twenty-five  ibis.     Thefe  balls  being  thrown  into 
warm   water,  the  threads  are  readily  loofened,  and 
wound  off  without  the  lead  difficulty,  and  without 
any  wafle.    Between  three  and  four  fuch  threads  are 
wound  off  together,  and  thefe  conflitute  the  firft  fine 
threads.     A  pound  of  this  fine  filk  is  worth  about  a 
Louis  d'or.     After  boiling  the  threads,  they  change 
from  a  yellow  colour  to  a  white.     Some  of  the  balls 
can  never  be  rendered  ufeful ;  this  happens  when  the 
worm  dies  there,  and  the  putrefaction  of  the  infect 
deftroys  the  texture  of  the  filk.     Thefe  are  all  put 
into  a  wooden  veifel,  and  trodden  out  with  the  feet; 
but,  as  this  fort  of  filk  cannot  be  (pun  line,  it  is  only 
ufed  for  linings.     It  is  not  allowed  to  keep  any  filk- 
worms,  at  lead,  in  any  conliderable  numbers,  at  Tu- 
rin, they  being  looked  upon  as  detrimental  to  health, 
the  people  imagining,  that,  from  their  feveral  trans- 
formations, fermentations,  and  fome  degree  of  pu- 
trefaction, the  ,air  may  be  impregnated  with  pernici- 
ous particles,  which  are  not  fo  eafily  diflipated  in  the 
city  as  in  the  country.     Ever  fince  the  dreadful  con- 
tagious fevers,  which,  during  the  year  1709,   raged 
with  fuch  violence  at  Pefaro,  and  which,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  Joh.  Maria  Lancifi,   the  pope's  phy- 
fician,  proceeded  from  the  putrid  effluvia  anfing  from 
water   where  the  worms  had   been  trodden  out,  it 
was  ordered,   "    That    filk-worms,    in   their    balls. 
fhould  be  dried  in  ovens,  where  bread  was  afterward 
to  be  baked  ;  that  they  mould  not  be  boiled  in  kettles, 
unlefs  convenient  pits  or  ditches  were  at  hand  to  con- 
vey the  infectious  water  from  the  city;   that  the  dead 
worms  mould  be  taken  out  of  the  cods  of  filk  before 
they  are  boiled,  and  both  the  dead  worms  and  the 
erucas  fhould  not  be  thrown  into  the  city-ditch,  as  it 

is 
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is  without  water,  but  carried  to  the  Pharos,  and  thrown 
into  the  fea."  It  is  not  difficult  to  compute  the 
number  of  filk-worms  poffible  to  be  kept  from  the 
number  of  white  mulberry-trees.  The  worms  pro- 
duced from  an  ounce  of  eggs  eat  between  eighty  and 
a  hundred  and  forty  rubbs  of  mulberry-leaves,  ac- 
cording as  the  feafon  has  been  more  or  lefs  warm ;  for 
they  eat  lefs  in  cold  than  in  warm  wcaiher.  Mulberry- 
leaves  fell  from  ten  to  twenty-five  fols  a  rubb,  or 
twenty-five  pounds. 

The  papilioes,  immediately  after  their  leaving  the 
pod,  copulate,  and,  after  eight  or  ten  days,  depofit 
their  eggs,  and  die.  The  eggs  are,  during  the  winter, 
preferved  with  the  greateit  care  •,  and  as  foon  as  the 
buds  appear  on  the  mulberry-trees,  they  are  placed 
between  two  matraires,  and  in  forty  days,  by  a  gentle 
warmth  are  hatched.  Some  women  greatly  haften 
the  production  of  the  worms,  by  carrying  the  eggs  in 
paper  bags  in  their  boloms. 

The  nobility  of  Piedmont  have  large  quantities  of 
filk-worms  on  their  eftates  in  the  country,  which, 
under  certain  reftrictions,  they  commit  to  the  care  of 
their  tenants.     This  talk  requires  great  attention,  on 
account  of  the  freih  air  that  mull:  continually  be  let 
into  the  large  rooms  where  they  are  kept,   and  the 
careful  feeding  of  them  at  proper  iealbns.   The  noble- 
man provides  the  filk-worms  eggs,   which,  in  Pied- 
mont, are  generally  worth  between  three  livres  and 
a  half  and  five  livres  per  ounce,  together  with  the 
requifite  quantity  of  mulberry-leaves  •,  for  which  he 
has   hajtf  the   produce   01   the  filk   in   return.     The 
general  produc«  of  filk,  from  an  ounce  of  eggs,  if  die 
worms  work  well,  is  about  four  rubbs  or  balls  of 
unwound  li!k. 

No  goci  region  can  be  given  why  the  production 
of  filk  is  lo  greatly  neglected  in  German v,  as  it 
would  fave  the  country  prodigious  (urns  of  money 
annually.  France  has,  in  this  j  articular,  ihewn  a 
good  example  to  her  neighbours,  as  the  breeding  of 
lilk-worms  and  cilablilhingof  iilk  manufactures,  cur- 
ing 
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Ing  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  have  proved  inexhauftible 
fources  of  riches  to  that  kingdom.  The  Englifh,  who 
import  great  part  of  their  filk  from  Perfia,  and  mix  it 
up  with  that  of  Italy,  are  very  fenfible  what  advan- 
tages would  refuit  to  the  nation,  could  they  propa- 
gate the  filk-worm  in  their  country,  as,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  Perfian  filk,  which  is  preferable  to  all  others,' 
they  would  be  able  to  carry  the  (ilk  manufactures  to 
as  great  perfection  as  they  have  done  thofe  of  cloth, 
by  mixing  a  fmall  quantity  of  Spaniih  wool  withjjiat^ 
of  their  own  production.  Even  in  Italy  the  filks  .of. 
Englifh  fabric  are  better  eiieemed,'"  and  fold  at  a 
higher  price  than  the  Italian  :  and  it  is  very  common 
for  the  Neopolitan  tradefmen,  in  order,  more  parti- 
cularly, to  recommend  their  filk  fcockings,  and  other 
fuch  goods,  to  declare  they  are  of  Englifh  manufac- 
ture. The  ancient  Romans,  during  a  long  feries  of 
years,  never  Mattered  -themfelves  that  the  filk-worm. 
could  be  propagated  in  their  country.  And  the  an- 
cient Greeks  never  favv  any  filk  till  after  Alexander 
the  Great's  conqueit  of  Perfia.  From  Greece  this 
commodity  was  brought  to  Rome,  but  fold  fo  extra- 
vagantly dear,  as  to  be  of  equal  value  with  gold  itfelf. 
The  ?erfians,  being  the  only  people  acquainted  with  • 
the  fecret  of  making  filk,  would  not  furTer  a  fingle 
egg  or  worm  to  be  carried  out  of  the  country.  And- 
this  was  alfo  the  reafon  that  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romans  were  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  origin  of 
filk,  that  they  imagined  it  grew  fpoetaneoufly  on 
trees.  The  holofericum,  or  pure  filk,  was  worn  by 
the  ladies  only:  men  of  quality  and  rank  were  con- 
tented with  what  they  called  fubfericum,  a  fluff  made 
of  equal  quantities  of  filk  and  flax  ;  Heliogabalus  be- 
ing the  firft  who  made  ufe  of  the  former. 

In  Italy,  the  mulberry-trees  produce  leaves  very 
early,  fo  that  the  firft  brood  of  worms  is  over  before' 
the  ftrong  heats  of  the  fummer  commence;  but  in 
Germanylhe  worms  are  frequently  hatched,  before 
gny  .  mulberry -leaves   appear;    the    confequence   of 

Vol.  IV-  A  a  which 
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which  is,  that  the  whole  brood  perifhes.  In  order  to 
prevent  this  misfortune,  and  retard  the  production  of 
the  worms,  till  nature  has  provided  their  proper  food, 
the  eggs  fhouid  either  be  depofited  in  a  chefl  wrapped 
up  in  white  linen,  or  in  a  glafs-veflel  well  flopped, 
and  fufpended  over  the  water,  in  a  well. 

"vVherethey  have  no  mulberry-trees,  they  feed  the 
filk- worms  with  lettuce ;  but  great  care  is  requifite 
not  to  give  them  above  four  or  five  of  the  tender 
leaves  of  the  plant  at  a  time,  and  that  thofe  leaves  are 
thoroughly  dry.  That  the  climate  even  of  the  northern 
parts  of  Germany  is  adapted  to  the  production  of 
filk-worms,  we  have  an  ocular  demonflration,  from 
the  practice  at  Berlin,  where  the  white  mulberry-trees 
have  flood  the  fhurpneis  of  the  fevereft  winters,  and 
the  filk  produced  from  them,  by  means  of  fome  par- 
ticular methods  of  management,  much  preferable  to 
that  of  many  other  countries,  both  with  regard  to 
ftiength  and  beauty. 

Another  article,  of  confiderable  profit  to  the  pea- 
fants  of  Piedmont,  is  truffles,  which  are  found  in  fuch 
plenty,  that  this  country  may  be  fliled  their  native 
foil.  Several  peaiants  are  faid  to  have  earned  between 
fixty  and  feventy  dollars  a  year,  purely  by  taking  up 
this  famous  vegetable.  Truffles  are  of  three  kinds, 
black,  white,  and  flrtaked  or  marmed.  When  they 
are  fine  and  large,  they  coll,  here,  from  fifty  Ibis  to 
three  livres  a  pound,  the  price  increasing  with  their 
magnitude.  At  Cafal,  fome  time  ago,  a  truffle, 
weighing  twelve  pounds,  was  fold  for  four  Louis 
d'ors  :  and  another  of  the  fize  of  a  plate,  quite  found, 
and  weighing  fourteen  pounds,  was  pielented  to  the 
princeis  of  Piedmont. 

Piedmont  derives  no  fmall  advantage  from  the 
great  plenty  of  wine  produced  in  moil  parts  of  the 
country.  Thefe  wines,  like  all  others  in  Italy,  are 
very  iweet  while  new,  eipccially  the  white.  But 
they  have  a  kind  of  red  wine,  very  different  from  the 
lwcet,  called   vino   brulco,  efteemed   proper  to   be 
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drank  by  perfons  of  a  corpulent  habit;  whereas  the 
fweet  or  vino  Amabile  is  thought  more  pioper  for 
thofe  that  are  thin.  At  the  inns  the  wine  is  exceffively 
bad;  but  no  judgment  mould  thence  be  formed  of 
the  wines  produced  here,  which  are  very  n;ood,  par- 
ticularly in  the  neighbourhood  of  Alexandria.  The 
fruitful  mountains  of  Montferrat  produce  excellent 
wine,   in  large  quantities. 

Piedmont  is  a  fertile  country,  abounding  in  eve- 
ry part   with   filberd,  chefnut,    and   mulberry-trees. 
The  common  people  are  great  admirers  of  the  large 
chefnuts  or  marons,  as  they  call  them:  thefe  they 
put  into  an  oven,    and,  when  thoroughly  hot,  cool 
them  in  red  wine;  after  which  they  are  dried  a  fecond 
time  in  the  oven :  when  thus  prepared,  they  are  call- 
ed bifcuits-,  and  eaten  cold.     The  fineft  country  in 
the  king's  dominions  is  that  lying  between  Turin  and 
Coni,  and   which  can,  perhaps,   no    where  elfe  be 
equalled.     About  two  leagues  from  Geneva  is  a  wood 
or"  box,  belonging  to  the  marquis  Coudray,  covering 
two  hundred  acres  of  ground.     The  ftocks  of  fome 
of  thefe  trees  are  fo  large  that  few  men  can  grafp 
them  with  their  arms.    Not  many  years  ago  part  of 
this  plantation  was  cut  down,  and  the  timber  fold  for      / V\ 
twenty-four  thou£nd_dollars.     Box  is  fo  plenty   in 
Savoy  that  the  BeeTomsare  made  of  it. 

The  breeding  and  fattening  of  cattle  are  articles 
of  great  value  tos  the  Piedmontefe,  the  profits  annu- 
ally arifing,  being  faid  to  amount  to  near  three 
millions ;  befide  the  great  numbers  of  black  cattle 
fold  yearly  to  the  Milanefe.  Mules  are  bred  in  Sa- 
voy, though  great  numbers  are  brought  annually 
from  Naples,  Sicily,  and  particularly  from  Ai£~ 
vergne,  and  fold  for  between  forty  and  fifty  pi  Holes  a 
head. 

With  regard  to  the  coin  current  in  this  country, 
the  Louis  d'or,  or  Spanifh  piftole,  pafTes  for  fixteen 
livres  and  five  fols ;  but  what  they  call  the  common 
piftole  is  v/orth  fifteen  livres  only. 

A  a  2  A  du  - 
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A  ducat  is  nine  livres. 

A  zgcchino,  nine  livres  thirteen  fols  and  a  half. 

The  fi.lver  French  dollar,  with  three  crowns,  paries 
for  five  livres ;  and  thofe  which  have  the  i'mall  armo- 
rial.enfigns,  for  four. 

4  The  philippo-of  Milan  is  worth  four  livres  thirteen 
fols  and  one  third  ;  in  Milaneie  money,  it  is  equal 
to  feven  livres,  the  proportion  betwixt  the  livre  of 
Milan  and  that  of  Piedmont  being  as  3  to  2. 

The  livre  is  twenty  fols. 

A  doufon,  thirteen  fols  and  a  half. 
.   A  parabajola,  two  thirds  of  a  fol,  fo  that  three  pa- 
rabajoles  make  exactly  two  fols. 

Befide  thefe  pieces,  they  have  five-fols  pieces;  and 
.double  deniers,  fix  of  which  are  equal  in  value  to  a  fol. 

I  cannot  defcribe  the  (late  of  the  nobility  of  Pied- 
mont, without  the  greateft  regrer.  The  behaviour  of 
the  king  of  Sardinia  toward  the  nobility,  who  are 
now  deprived  of  their  ancient  privileges  and  dignity, 
has  been  the  fource  of  the  misfortunes  of  a  g 
many  of  them,  and  given  great  difcontent  to  the  reft. 
Baron  Forftner  (hewing  the  duke  of  Savoy  a  map 
of  the  duchy  of  Wirtemberg,  publifhed  by  Meyern, 
in  1 7 10,  the  duke  was  furprifed  to  fee  the  number  of 
{mall  eftates  belonging  to  the  imperial  knights  diffe- 
minated  through  ali  parts  of  the  country  •,  and  afked, 
"  Why  the  houfe  of  Wirtemberg  did  notfeize  thefe 
"  eftates?"  The  baron  anfwered,  "  1  hat  neither  the 
"  laws  of  the  empire,  nor  the  intereft  of  his  imperial 
"  majefty,  would  admit  of  if"."  But  his  highnd 
plied,  "  That  it  was  not  impoffible,  without  having 
"  recourfe  to  cornpuKive  methods9  to  obtain  them, 
"  as  both  he  and  his  anceftors  had  experienced  by  the 
<c  Piedmontefe."  Flic  king  has,  indeed,  in  fome  of 
his  kite  ordinances,  dropped  fome  tender  expreQions 
.  regard  to  the  welfare  of  his  nobility.  idled 
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eftates  no  nobleman  can  execute  afnlri  commtffum;.  \$r':t 
feofment  in  truft,  farther  than  to  the  4th  degree  of  * : 
confanguinity.     Burghers  and  plebeians  are  allowed"- 
to  make  very  few  feofments  {  and,  though  they  may   ■ 
leave  their  whole  eftate  to  one  of  their  Ions,  yet  that' 
fon  is  not  obliged  to  preferve  and  convey  it  intire'and  ' 
undivided   to  his   children;   an  uneafy   reflection  to  ■' 
thofe  who  have  the  misfortune  of  feeing  their  fons  in- 
fatuated with  the  gaieties  of  life,  and  defirous  of  haW'- 
ing  their  eftates  remain  in  their  families.    The  daugh- 
ters are  allowed  a  competent  portion,  but  excluded" " 
from  fucceeding  to  a  fief,  till- the  maledine  is  totally 
extinct;  which  greatly  tends  to  fupport  the  grandeur.  • 
of  families.    But  notwith (landing  all  thefe  regulations-^ 
the  nobility  of  Savoy  and  Piedmontaj^gj(B(^$^ed. 
than  thofe  of  any  other  kingdom  or  irate-'  in  Europe. " 

For  the  future  all  alienations  of  demefnes  are  pro- 
hibited,  all  efcheats  or  devolutions  of  fiefs  annulled,  • 
and  all  expectancies  or  reveriions  abrogated.     The 
fovereign  has  indeed  Hill  the  power  of  reftoring  <.  fiefs  * 
forfeited  either  by  felony  or  treafon ;  and,  in  a  cafe  * 
ofneceffity,  or  as  a  reward  for  ibme  particular  fer- " 
vice,   he  may  alienate  or  beftow  a  fief  on  any  perfon-;.  : 
-but  the  obligation  ceafes  at  the  death  of  the  receiver;" ' 
The    grandeur  of  the  ancient   nobility  alfo  gra- 
dually diminifhes,   in  proportion  as  their  number 'is" 
multiplied.     Whoever  buys  an  eftate  to  which  the* ' 
title  of  marquifate,  barony,  or  the  like,  is  annexed;  * 
is  ennobled  by  the  purchafe,  and  accordingly  takes  "-' 
the  title  of  marquis,   baron,    &c.     Thefe  honorary  "* 
titles   are   eafily  and   cheaply   obtained,  fix  or  eight'.' 
thoufand  Hvres  being  fufficient  to  purchafe  of  his  ma- 
jefty  a  fief  to  which  fuch  titles  are  annexed.  *^--*v 

As  a  conclufion,  I  fhall  add  the  following'  remark'  . 
with  regard  to  the  nobility  of  Piedmont  and  Savoy  j 
namely,  that,  in  common  with  the  French, and  E'ng-' 
lifh  nations,  thofe  of  the  fame  family  aflame,  from 
their  effects  and  fiefs,  different  titles ■•  fo  that  often 
the  hufband  and  wife  have  diftincl:  appellations.  This 

A  a  3  cuftom 
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cuOom  renders  it  unneceffary,  in  a  place  where  many 
of  the  family  refide,  to  add  the  titles  or'  their  offices 
and  other  circumftances,  by  way  of  didi notion.    Bur, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  foreigner  fir:ds   it  difficult  to 
trace  thefe   intricacies  of  genealogy  ;  and    therefore 
mould  be  very  cautious  of  afking  minute  queftions, 
(  :  patting  ceniures  on  any  perfons,  as  he  may  f  errnps 
be  a  near  relation  to  him  with  whom  he   is  at  that 
time  converfing,  notwithstanding  they  are  known  by 
very  different  names. 

From  the  ftrong  defire  which  I  had  for  fome  time 
entertained  of  feeing  the  Borromean  ifiands,  fnuated 
in  the  Lago  IVlaggiore,  while  the  weather  was  favour- 
able, 1  was  induced,  after  my  arrival  at  Turin,  to 
make  a  fhort  excurfion  into  the  Milanefe,  and  found 
the  bed  way  of  performing  this  journey  was  to  take 
the  poft-horfes. 

Perhaps  there  is  not  a  country  in  the  world  fo  well 
watered   as   the  Milanefe ;  and  the  corn  fields  and 
meadows,  being  everywhere  feparated  by  canals  and 
ditches,  are   particularly  adapted  to   the   culture   of 
rice.   Immediately  after  the  grain  is  fown,  the  ground 
is  laid  wholly  under  water,  and  continues  fo  till  the 
rhe  is  ripe.     But  the  noxious  effects,  produced   by 
the  effluvia  of  thefe  marihy  grounds,  are  fufficiently 
evident  from   the    hcad-achs,    venigos    and    fluxes, 
which  feize  thofe  perfons  who  only  travel,  during  the 
hot  weather,  the    roads  near  thefe   rice  plantations. 
The  foil  in  mod:  parts  of  the  duchy  of  Milan  is  lb  re- 
markably fertile,  that  it  produces  two  crops  annually. 
The  wheat  iown  in  the  autumn  of  the  preceding  year  is 
ripe  in  June  ;  and,  as  foon  as  it  is  carried  off  the  fields, 
they  fow  the  ground  a  fecond  time  with  barley,  Turky 
wheat,  rice,  &c.  and  the  crop  of  it  is  reaped  in  the 
month  of  October. 

Novara,  the  firft  city  on  this  fide  of  the  duchy  of 
Milan,  is  regularly  builr,  and  has  fome  good  fortifica- 
tions.    The    cathedral   merits   obfervation,   both  on 
account  of  its  marble  pillars,  flatties,    and  great  va- 
riety 
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riety  of  curious  bronzes,  and  the  filver  chapel,  as  they 
call  it.  The  trad  of  land  between  the  city  of  Novara 
and  the  Lago  Maggiore  is  under  the  jurifdiction  of 
the  bifhop,  for  which  reafon  he  appears  on  horleback, 
with  a  fword.  The  country,  as  far  as  Sefti,  is  re- 
markably pleafant,  both  fides  of  the  way  being  plant- 
ed with  rows  of  chefnut-trees.  But  the  roads,  which 
in  other  refpects  cannot  be  complained  of,  are  lower 
than  the  adjacent  fields,  and  therefore  in  rainy  weather 
always  full  of  water. 

The  carriages  ufed  by  the  peafants  in  carrying  their 
goods  from  one  village  to  another  are  called  Berceaux, 
or  cradles,  being  covered  with  the  branches  of  vines.     — — : — 

The  heavy  rams  that  fell  about  this  time  deprived*^ £*»^ 
me  of  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  1  fhould  otherwife  have  /*~3*^ 
enjoyed  in  viewing  fo  fine  a  country  •,  but  this  was  in  " 
fome  meafure  compenfated  by  affording  me  an  op- 
portunity of  obferving  the  particular  drelfes  ufed  by 
the  inhabitants,  when  they  travel  in  the  rain.  Some 
who  travel  on  hogback  wore  a  kind  of  cil-fkin  pet- 
ticoat tied  about  their  waift,  and  a  fhort  mantle  of  the 
fame  fluff,  which  covered  the  upper  part  of  their  bo- 
dies. The  foot  pafTengers  of  the  meaner  fort  wore 
a  long  cloak  of  ftraw,  or  fmall  rufhes,  reaching  to 
the  calves  of  their  legs,  and  faftened  round  their 
necks;  their  drefs  in  fome  particulars  refembling  that 
worn  by  fome  of  the  ravages  of  America.  Many  of 
the  peafants,  who  wear  this  ftraw  cloak,  travel  bare- 
footed. A  foreigner,  at  firft  fight  of  fuch  uncommon 
dreffes,  will  find  it  difficult  to  iupprefs  his  rifibility. 

Before  you  arrive  at  Sefti,  you  crofs  the  Ticino  in  a 
ferry-boat.  The  diftance,  in  a  ftraight  line,  from 
Sefti  to  the  Borromean  If  lands,  is  fifteen  Italian  miles. 

II  Lago  Maggiore,  or,  as  it  is  otherwife  called,  II  La- 
go  Locarno,  is  fifty-fix  Italian  miles  in  length,  about 
fix  in  breadth,  and  the  water  in  the  middle  of  the  lake  is 
reckoned  about  eighty  Bracci,  or  fathoms  deep.  To- 
wards Switzerland  it  terminates  in  a  canal,  which  is 
of  the  greateft  advantage  to  trade.     It  takes  up  four 
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days  to  perform  the  journey  through  Sion  to  Geneva, 
the  roads  being  extremely  bad. 

The  Lago  Maggiore  is   intirely  furrounded  with 
hills,   adorned  with  vineyards,  and  a  great  number  of 
pleafure-houfes.     Above  the  vineyards    are    plant. d 
&4*&*\ ♦»***7oroves  of  chefnut- trees,   great  quantities  of  their  fruit 
J  being  confumed  in  the  northern  parts  of  Italy,   efpe- 

ciaily  in  the  republic  of  Genoa,  where  the  price  of 
corn  falls  confiderabiy,  when  there  are  plenty  of  c:".  - 
nuts.  They  keep  in  perfection  till  Chriftmas,  but 
the  common  people  eat  them  till  Eafter,  eipecially 
when  roafted  and  ftceped  in  red  wine.  The  banks 
of  the  lake  are  a.iorned  with  fine  rows  of  trees,  and 
walks  arched  over  with  vine-branches.  But  thefe 
natural  decorations  are  more  particularly  beautiful 
on  the  left  fide  of  the  lake,  near  Lefco  and  Belgirada, 
where  the  vines,  by  the  gentle  declivity  of  the  ground, 
and  their  full  expofure  to  the  fouth,  produce  an  excel- 
lent wine,  much  admired  at  Milan.  The  inchanting 
profpect,  from  a  boat  failing  on  the  lake,  is  heighten- 
ed by  grand  natural  caicades,  which  in  feveral  parts 
fall  headlong  from  the  rocky  precipices  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

The  lake  begins  to  widen  at  the  diftance  of  two 
leagues  from  Seiti,  and  continues  to  incrcafe  in  breadth 
to  the  entrance  of  the  bay  where  the  two  famous 
iflands  Ifola  Madre  and  Kola  Bella  are  fituated.  On 
the  right  hand  are  Intra  and  Palanza  j  the  former  be- 
longs to  count  Borromeo,  the  latter  to  the  emperor. 
Ifola  Madre  fhould  be  viewed  firft,  the  mind  gene- 
rally making  a  falie  eftimate  of  the  value  of  01. 
jecl:,  when  filled  with  the  idea  of  a  more  excellent  one 
of  the  lame  kind.  But,  the  wind  not  being  favour- 
able, we  were  obliged  to  land  firft  on  Ifola  Bella. 
Some  idea  of  thefe  charming  iflands  may  be  forrr, 
comparing  them  with  pyramids  of  fweetmeats,  adorn- 
ed with  foliages  and  flowers.  The  garden  of  Ilbla 
Bella  is  decorated  with  ten  parterres;  the  perpendi- 
cular height  of  which  above  the  furface  of  the  water 

is 
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is  fixty  ells,  or  one  hundred  and  eighty  fpans.  Each 
parterre  decreafes  proportionally  in  circumference,  as 
its  fituation  is  nearer  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  refem- 
bling  ten  parallelograms  of  unequal  fize,  placed  upon 
one  another,  and  fucceffively  diminifhing  from  the 
balls  to  the  fummit.  From  the  upper  parallelogram, 
or  fummit  of  the  garden,  is  a  delightful  profpecl.  It 
is  paved  with  free-ftone,  furrounded  with  a  baiuftrade, 
and  every  fide  is  adorned  with  ftone  ftatues  of  a  gi- 
gantic fize.  The  rain  water  falling  on  this  area  is 
conveyed  to  cifterns  underneath.  There  are  alfo  ma- 
chines for  raifing  water  into  them  from  the  lake,  for 
fupplying  the  water  works.  Round  each  of  the  par- 
terres is  a  delightful  walk,  and  at  the  four  angles  are 
placed  alternately  pyramids  and  gigantic  ftatues.  All 
the  walls  are  covered  intirely  with  hedges  of  laurel, 
efpaliers  of  orange,  citron,  peach-trees,  and  the  like. 
The  laurel-trees  continue  all  the  winter  in  the  open 
air-,  but  the  efpaliers  of  citrons  and  oranges  are  co- 
vered with  boards,  when  the  cold  is  intenfe,  and  che- 
riilied  with  an  artificial  heat  by  fires  made  in  iloves  of 
free -ftone  erected  for  this  purpofe  ;  and  are  between 
five  and  ieven  paces  afunder.  Both  the  covering  and 
the  partition,  which  is  there  continued  from  one  poll 
to  another,  confift  of  boards  a  foot  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  and  feven  feet  in  length.  The  gardener- 
told  us,  that  upward  of  two. hundred  thoufand  pieces 
of  wood  were  ufed  for  this  purpofe.  The  yearly  ex- 
pences  attending  this  Borromean  villa  amounts  to 
forty  thoufand  Piedmontefe  livres.  But  to  make  fo 
delightful  a  place  on  thefe  iilands  feerns  to  ftirpafs 
even  the  revenues  of  a  prince  -,  for  it  muft  be  remem- 
bered, that  this  Ifola  Bella  was,  about  the  middle  of 
the  preceding  century,  only  a  barren  rock,  and  con- 
iequently  every  bafket  of  earth,  and  whatever  eife  is 
feen  upon  it,  muft  have  been  brought  by  water  at  a 
prodigious  expence.  The  garden  has  a  fouth  expo- 
fure,  and  each  angle  of  its  front  decorated  with  a  lofty 
and  circular  fummer-houfe,  the  rooms  of  which  are 

grand, 
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grand,  and  richly  adorned  with  red  and  black  marble. 
To  the  left  of  the  garden,  coming  from  Sefti,  is  a 
covered  gallery  on  ft  one  pillars,  and  fhaded  with 
lemon -trees.  On  the  other  fide,  toward  the  eaft,  is  a 
rr.oft  beautiful  walk  of  large  orange-trees,  in  four  or 
five  rows-,  and  near  it  two  Latin  inferiptions  on  marble, 
in  commemoration  of  Vitaliano  count  Borromeo,  who 
made  all  thefe  improvements  in  1671. 

Not  far  from  thefe  inferiptions  is  a  fmall,  but  de- 
lightful laurel  grove,  confiding  of  narrow  walks,  and 
a  cafcade  falling  down  above  twenty  fteps.  Near  it 
is  a  beautiful  plantation  of  large  pomegranate-trees. 
The  lake  wafhes  the  walls  both  of  the  gardens  and 
the  palace;  fo  that  you  can  only  land  on  a  fmall  fpot 
before  the  north  front  of  the  palace,  which  commands 
a  delightful  proipect  toward  Ifella.  On  the  eaft.  and 
weft  fides  are  very  large  arcades,  which  fupport  the 
earth  of  the  parterres  already  mentioned;  whence  this 
work  may  very  well  be  compared  with  the  penfile  gar- 
dens of  antiquity.  Thefe  arcades  ferve  at  once  to  fup- 
port the  foil,  and  adorn  the  garden,  each  being 
formed  into  an  elegant  grotto.  Near  the  palace  in  a 
boat-houfe  are  kept  three  fine  gondolas,  for  the  plea- 
sure of  failing  on  the  lake. 

The  palace  is  not  yet  finiilied,  but  alrcadv  contains 
a  great  variety  of  pictures,  vafes,  buitos,  and  other 
curiofities.  Among  the  former  are  feveral,  efpecially 
flower-pieces,  fome  of  which  are  painted  on  marble 
tablets,  that  are  really  admirable.  In  feveral  rooms  are 
portraits  of  cardinals  defcended  from  the  Borromean 
family.  The  vaults  which  fupport  the  palace  arc 
formed  into  grottoes,  and  decorated  with  fhclis,  mar- 
bles, &c.  1  he  floor  confilts  of  fmall  fronts,  artfully 
placed  in  fuch  pofitions,  as  to  reprefent  all  manner  of 
figures,  like  the  mofaic  pavements  of  the  ancients. 
The  continual  undulating  motion  of  the  waters  of  the 
lake  ihcreafes  the  pleafure  every  fpeCtator  muil 
from  this  afiembla^e  of  the  beauties  of  art  and  na- 
ture 5   lb  that  imagination  itfelf  can  hardly  form  a 

more 
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more  charming  fummer  retrea.t.  Clofe  to  the  fouthern 
front  of  the  palace  are  five  cyprefs-trees  of  uncommon 
bignefs,  and  equal  to  the  place  in  height;  their 
trunks  are  covered  down  to  the  very  ground  with  the 
thick  foliage  of  fcarlet  oaks  On  entering  the  gar- 
den, the  fmell  is  regaled  with  the  blended  odours  of 
fruits  and  flowers.  After  afcending  a  few  fteps,  you 
arrive  at  an  efpalier  of  bergamot  citron-trees,  next  to 
a  very  lofty  range  of  orange-trees ;  advancing  ftill, 
you  come  to  a  lofty  grotto,  decorated  both  with  water 
works  and  ftatues.  On  the  top  of  it  is  a  very  large 
unicorn,  in  a  leaping  pofture,  and,  on  his  back,  a 
Cupid.  On  both  fides  is  an  afcent  by  fteps  to  the 
upper  area,  which  terminates  the  ten  parterres  already 
described. 

The  paifage  between  Ifola  Bella  and  Ifola  Madre  is 
generally  performed  in  half  an  hour.     Their  great 
height,  doubrlefs,  makes  the  diftance  appear  much 
lefs  than  it  really  is.     Ifola  Madre  hasfeven  parterres, 
which  indeed  are  of  an  equal  height  with  thofe  of  Ifola 
Bella,  but,  lying  Hoping,  and  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
behind  each'  other,  they  appear  lower  than  thofe  of 
the  other.     The  external  foundation  of  Ifola  Madre 
is  for  the  moil  part  compofed  of  fteep  perpendicular 
rocks  projecting  confide rably  over  the  water;  confe- 
quentiy  the  mafon  work  was  lefs  here  than  at  Ifola 
Bella.     The  houfe  is  nothing  remarkable,  that  fide 
of  it  only  which  looks  toward  Sefti  and  Ifola  Bella  be- 
ing finifhed  -,   it  is  not,  however  destitute  of  elegant 
paintings  of  flowers,  portraits,  and  landfcapes,  parti- 
cularly a  reprefentation  of  Vercelli,  before  it  was  de- 
molifhed.     Nor  is  the  garden  without  its  beauties  j 
among  which  is  a  fine  efpalier  of  citron-trees,  a  low 
contre-efpalier  of  orange-trees,  a  clofe  walk  of  cedars, 
a  fmall  efpalier  of  jefTamine,   an  efpalier  of  the  acacia, 
and  another  of  rofemary,  about  eight  or  nine  feet 
high,  with  Hems  equal  in  thicknefs  to  a  man's  arm. 
Beiide  thefe,  here  are  laurel-groves  with  walks  cut 
through  them §  fome  of  thefe  trees  are  furprifingly 

5  iarPe' 


-6a.        KEYSLER's   TRAVELS. 

large.  A  few  years  fince,  a  laurel-efpalier  was  planted 
here,  and  is  now  upward  of  eighteen  feet  high ;  the 
laurel  hedges  have  attained  the  fame  height.  Thefe, 
by  the  clofenefs  of  the  leaves,  make  a  beautiful  ap- 
pearance. Thefe  trees,  by  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate, 
and  their  being  defended  from  the  cutting  winds  of 
the  north  by  the  neighbouring  mountains,  grow  fur- 
prifingly  ;  fix  or  feven  years  being  fufficient  for  thefe 
hedges  to  attain  the  height  abovementioned.  Great 
number:  of  pheafants  are  kept  upon  Ilbla  Madre,  the 
great  bicauth  of  the  lake  rendering  their  efcape  im- 
poffible.  They  fometimes,  indeed,  attempt  to  fly- 
over it,  but  foon  flag,  and,  falling  into  the  water,  are 
taken  up  by  a  boat,  and  carried  back  again  to  the 
ifland  ;  '  but  this  is  very  rare :  for  the  ifland  being 
confiderably  larger  than  Ilbla  Bella,  and  provided  with 
abundance  of  collirlowers  and  other  garden  produc- 
tions, as  alfo  with  fruit,  underwoods,  and  convenient 
places  for  fhadeand  fhelter,  they  are  too  happily  fitu- 
ated  to  defire  a  change  of  habitation.  1  here  is  a 
particular  houfe  erected  for  the  young  pheafants,  near 
which  is  a  beautiful  walk  of  very  lofty  cyprefs-trees, 
conflfting  cf  thirty-five  in  each  row;  their  ftems  at 
the  lower  part  are  nearly  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  man's 
body.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  moft  beautiful 
part  of  the  ifland  •,  its  gloomy  and  romantic  fcenes 
cannot  fail  of  reviving  in  the  memory  the  fabulous 
defcriptioris  of  enchanted  iflands  and  cailles.  One  end 
of  this  walk  terminates  at  a  fummer-houfe  contiguous 
to  the  lake,  where  the  late  emprefs,  who  frayed  lome 
days  here,  landed.  Her  conlbrt,  the  emperor  Charles 
VI.  alfo  fpent  a  few  days  on  Ilbla  Bella,  but  not  at 
the  fame  time  when  the  emprefs  was  on  this  ifland. 

Ifola  Madre,  among  other  natural  curiofities,  has  a 
large  ebony-fee-,  it  refembles  the  pine,  but  produces 
large  red  berries. 

Painted  flower-pots  arc  placed  all  round  the  banks 
of  both  iflands  :  and,  when  a  foreign  prince  vifits 
thefe  Borromean  paradifis,  in  the  night,  or  ftays  there 

any 
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any  time,  both  iflands  are  illuminated  with  lights  of  a 
variety  of  colours-,  a  fight  which  mud  be  equally 
grand  and  delightful 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  thofe  who 
intend  to  vifit  thefe  iflands,  mull  be  careful  to  take 
the:neceffary  provifions  and  wine  with  them  from 
Sefli,  as  nothing  can  be  purchafed  here. 

The  rirft  part  of  the  road  between  Sefbi  and  Milan 
is  very  bad,  the  country  being  over-run  with,  heath 
and  bufhes.  But  this  difagreeable  profpeci  is  foon 
changed  into  one  of  a  very  different  kind :  the  country 
is  level,  and  adorned  with  the  fineft  meadows,  gar- 
dens, cornfields,  vineyards,  and  orchards.  The  main 
road  is  fmooth,  broad,  and  planted  on  each  fide  with 
rows  of  trees  ;  but,  lying  four  or  five  feet  lower  than 
the  contiguous  fields,  the  beauty  of  the  profpecl  is 
greatly  impaired-,  and,  after  any  heavy  rain,  it  is, 
for  a,  confiderable  time,  notwithstanding  the  ditches 
on  each  fide,  filled  with  water. 

[According  to  bifhop  Burnet  the  city  of  Milan  is 
one  of  the  noblefc  in  the  world  for  an  inland  town, 
that  hath  no  court,  no  commerce  either  by  fea,  or 
any  navigable  river,  and  that  is  now  the  metropolis 
-of  a  very  fmall  country  :  for  that,  which  is  not  moun- 
tainous in  this  ftate,  is  not  above  fixty  miles  fquare, 
and  yet  it  produces  a  wealth  that  is  furprizing.  It  pays 
for  an  eftablifhment  of  feven  and  forty  thouland  men, 
and  yet  there  are  not  fixteen  thoufand  foldiers  effec- 
tively in  it;  fo  many  are  eat  up  by  thofe  in  whole 
hands  die  government  is  lodged.  But  the  extent  of 
the  town,  the  noblenefs  of  the  buildings,  and  above 
all,  the  furprizing  riches  of  the  churches  and  convents, 
are  figns  of  great  w.-alt-h.] 

■  Milan  falls  infinitely  fhort  of  Turin,  both  in  beauty 
and  conveniency,  few  of  the  ftreets  being  uniform, 
and  many  of  them  are  both  crooked  and  narrow. 
The  paper  windows  are  more  frequent  than  at  Turin 
or  Florence,  and  do  not  tend  to  augment  Its  beauty. 
It  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  the  windows  of  grand  pa- 
laces 
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Jaces  compofed  promifcuoufly  of  glafs  and  paper,  the 
latter  being  added  to  fupply  the  vacancy  of  a  broken 
pane.  All  the  houfes  or  the  city  are  covered  with 
wooden  fhingles.  Statues,  fome  of  marble,  but  the 
greateft  number  of  brafs,  are  erected  in  different  parts 
of  the  city,  where  the  public  procelTions  flop  ;  the 
number  of  thefe  ftatues  amounts  to  fixty.  But,  if 
Milan  falls  fhort  of  Turin  in  beauty,  it  excels  it  in 
largenefs,  its  circuit  round  the  walls  being  ten  Italian 
miles ;  but  itfhould  be  remembered  that  a  great  number 
of  gardens,  lying  between  the  ramparts  and  the  houfes 
of  the  city,  are  included  in  this  extent.  The  inhabi- 
tants are  generally  reckoned  at  three  hundred  thou- 
fand.  It  has  twelve  gates,  fix  of  which  are  large, 
and  the  other  fix  fmall.  The  former  terminates  an 
equal  number  of  broad  ftreets,  called  il  Curfo,  which 
are  the  grandeft  in  all  the  city,  but  they  are  very  re- 
mote from  its  center,  and  even  from  one  another. 
Kear  the  fix  large  gates  is  a  market  every  day.  In 
Milan  are  a  hundred  and  ten  convents,  a  hundred 
oratories,  for  religious  fraternities,  a  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  fchools,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  churches, 
about  a  hundred  of  which  are  parochial.  This  city, 
though  not  fituated  upon  any  navigable  river,  nor 
commodioufly  in  other  refpeC'ts  for  trade,  ftill  Sup- 
ports its  grandeur-,  notwithftanding  the  vafl:  number 
of  misfortunes  it  has  met  with  from  the  calamities  of 
war  and  petlilence :  for  it  was  befieged  more  than 
forty  times,  taken  above  twenty,  and  almolt  utterly 
deftroyed  four  different  times.  A  like  calamity  itiV.f- 
fered  in  1162,  under  the  emperor  Frederick  Barba- 
roffa,  through  the  fault  and  infolent  behaviour  of  its 
citizens  •,  when  the  city,  as  far  as  the  churches  of  St. 
Mary,  St.  Ambrofe,  and  St.  Maurice,  was  intirely 
demolifhed,  and  the  ground  plowed  up  and  fown  with 
fait. 

In  the  Curfo,  before  the  eaft  gate,  on  a  pillar, 
Hands  a  lion  fronting  it,  as  a  memorial  how  far  the 
Venetians  once  penetrated  into  this  city. 

Milan, 
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Milan,  like  all  very  large  cities,  is  not  capable  of 
making  any  great  refiftance,  being  encompaffed  only 
with  a  Tingle  wall.  The  citadel,  though  at  fome  dis- 
tance from  the  city,  encompaffes  a  good  part  of  it, 
being  built  in  form  of  a  crefcent.  It  has  fix:  baftions, 
and  the  moraifes  toward  the  country  fecure  it  on  thac 
fide  from  being  approached  either  by  trenches  or 
mines.  But  it  has  few  outworks,  and  thofe  prevented 
from  exerting  their  whole  force  by  the  great  number 
of  contiguous  buildings,  efpecially  on  the  city  fide. 
Governor  Colmenero  pulled  down  a  whole  ftreet,  to 
remove,  in  fome  meafure,  this  difadvantage;  and  in 
the  area  two  monuments,  with  long  infcriptions,  are 
erected  to  his  memory  •,  but  the  buildings  are  ftill  too 
near  in  fome  parts.  On  the  fide  next  the  city  are  two 
ftrong  towers,  whofe  walls  are  twelve  ells  in  thicknefs, 
and  faced  with  large  pieces  of  marble,  cut  angularly, 
like  a  diamond,  which  at  once  increafes  their  ftrength 
and  beauty,  with  regard  to  the  former  they  are 
cannon-proof.  In  the  citadel  is  a  foundery  for  cannon, 
and  an  arfenal  furnifhed  with  arms  for  twelve  thou- 
fand  men.  There  is  an  infcription  over  the  gate  of 
the  citadel,  to  the  honour  of  Philip  II.  king  of  Spain, 
in  which  he  is  lliled  defender  of  the  faith.  Before  the 
governor's  houfe  is  a  ftatue  of  white  marble  of  St, 
Nepomuco,   erected  this  prefent  year. 

The  governor  of  the  citadel  may  eafily  obtain  a 
confiderable  revenue,  fome  fay,  forty  thoufand  Pied- 
montefe  livres  a  year,  by  admitting  contraband  goods 
to  be  carried  through  the  gate  leading  into  the  city, 
and  of  which  he  has  the  abfolute  command.  He  is 
alfo  quite  independent  of  the  governor-general  of  the 
Milanefe.  I  was  allured  by  M.  de  Corbeau,  a  Savoy- 
ard  lieutenant-colonel,    that N- ■  could  nor, 

during  four  generations,  reckon  a  married  perfon 
among  his  ancestors,  notwithftanding  his  grand- 
mother was  a  nun.  It  is  not  much  regarded  in  Spain, 
whether  a  child  is  legitimate  or  not ;  and  a  finer le 
man,  who  has  the  choice  of  two  fitters,  one  of  which 

is 
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is  lawfully  begotten  and  the  other  not,  will  often 
chufe  the  latter,  efpecially  if  nature  has  given  her  the 
lead  advantage  in  point  of  beauty. 

We  are  alfo  told,  that  the  grand  matter  of  Malta 
always  thinks  it  fufficient,  with  regard  to  the  birth  of 
a  young  nobleman  of  Spain,  if  he  produces  a  certi- 
ficate from  his  father,  in   the  following  terms,  Quejto 

■ eilmiofiglio.     "The  bearer is  my  Ion.'* 

The  old  prince  of  Vaudemont,  Charles  Henry,  who, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  century,  was  governor 
of  Milan,  and  died  in  France  in  1723,  was  a  natural 
fon  of  Charles  III.  duke  of  Lorrain,  but  never,  dur- 
ing his  being  governor,  endeavoured  to  conceal  this 
blemifh  in  his  extraction.  An  Italian  gentleman,  din- 
ing with  his  highnefs,  entertained  the  company  with 
oblervations  on  the  laws  fcrupuloufly  obferved  in 
Germany,  with  regard  to  the  admittance  of  noble- 
men's fons  into  canonries,  and  the  difficulties  fre- 
quently attending  the  requifite  proof  of  their  pedigree 
on  fuch  occafions.  A  gentleman  who  fat  next  the 
Italian,  fearing  he  might,  through  inadvertency,  fay 
fomething  that  might  give  the  prince  offence,  laid  to 
him  in  a  whifper,  Prenez  garde,  a  caufe  du  prince  dtt 
Vaudemont.  "  Be  careful  what  you  fay,  confider  the 
"  prince  of  Vaudemont."  The  Italian  very  gravely 
anfwered,  "  Very  well,  very  well;"  but  purfued  the 
thread  of  his  difcourfe;  and,  thinking  to  give  the 
greater  force  to  his  harangue,  he  added,  Par 
on  ifadmettrcit  point  un  g.  mme  cela.     "  For  ex- 

<c  ample,  even  fuch  a  gentleman  as  that  would  n< 
"  admitted,!*  pointing  at  the  fame  time  to  the  prince. 
This,  however,  fo  little  offended  his  highnefs,  that 
he  was  the  firft  who  laughed  at  the  expreflion  ;  and 
afterward  ufed  often  to  rally  the  Italian  on  his  compli- 
ment. Indeed,  the  generofity  and  affability  of  this 
prince  were  equally  remarkable,  and  endeared  him  t  > 
all  ranks  of  people.     Nor  had  he  in  the  lead 

tincture  of  pride.     Anion:;  many  other  infta'n 
following  ferves  to  flu 
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the  leaft  affected  with  that  vice.  Once,  as  he  was 
figning  a  patent  for  a  nobility,  the  privilege  of  which 
had  been  granted  him  with  the  fovereismty  of  Com- 
mercy,  he  faid,  Ma  foyr  cette  patente  eft  plus  grande 
qua'ma  fowverainetl.  "  Upon  my  honour,  this  patent 
"  is  larger  than  my  whole  fovereignty." 

The  governor-general  of  the  duchy  of  Milan  al- 
ways refxdes  in  that  city.  The  palace  is  indeed  large, 
but  old,  and  badly  contrived.  The  theatre  for  ope- 
ras and  plays  is  in  this  place,  a  band  of  mufic  being 
maintained  by  the  governor,  in  conformity  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  dukes  of  Milan. 

The  yearly  revenue  of  the  government  of  Milan 
is  two  hundred  thoufand  guilders  ;  and  a  new  gover- 
nor is  generally  fent  every  three  years. 

The  number  of  regular  troops  now  lying  in  all  this 
country  is  about  eighteen  thoufand  men,  the  greatelt 
part  of  whofe  cloathing,  arms,  and  other  necefTaries 
are  of  German  or  Auflrian  manufacture';  at  which  the 
Milanefe  are  not  a  little  difcontented,  thinking  it  but 
right  that  the  money  which  they  themfelves  furnifh  for 
the  maintainance  of  thefe  foldiers,  mould  be  again  ex- 
pended among  them. 

The  council  belonging  to  the  city  is  compofed  of  a 
prefident  and  fixty  doctors  of  law,  who  are  all  nobles, 
and  not  at  all  dependent  on  the  governor- general 
They  are  all  dreffedinthe  Spanifh  manner. 

It  is  laid  that  the  Spaniards  have,  in  peaceable  times, 
r-aifed  annually  two  millions  of  dollars  from  the  dutchy 
of  Milan  1  but  all  fuch  computations  are  fubiecl;  to 
very  great  uncertainty,  few  having  an  opportunity  of 
attaining  an  adequate  knowlege  of  the  neceffary  par- 
ticulars. 

Milan  has  often  experienced  the  yiciflitudes  of  for- 
tune •,  being  fometimes  iubject.  to  the  French, fometimes 
to  the  Spaniards,  and  at  other  times  to  the- Germans. 
Theie  changes  have  occafioned  troops  to  be  lent  hi- 
ther from  all  thefe  different  nations,  whence  a  much 
freer  way-  of  living-  has  been  introduced  in  Milan, 
Vol.  IV.  B  b  than 
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fertility  of  the  country  and 

have   greatly   contributed.     TJ  ice 

will  fhew,  in  ibme  meafure,  the  freedom  and  expend 
five  liberality  of  the  Milanefe  ladies :  a  ■>  fir.ee 

a  company  of  them,  attended  by  five  or  fix  gentle- 
men, but  not  their  hufbands,  went  on  a  party  ot 
pieafure  to  Aleflandria,  having  previoufly  lent  thither 
their  plate,  rich  wines,  and  all  other  necefiaries  for  a 
gay  and  elegant  repaft  :  the  ladies  defrayed  die  whole 
expence,  not  only  of  the  entertainment  and  diverfions, 
but  alio  of  the  gentlemen,  their  fervants  and  hories. 

Thofe  of  the  lower  clafs  among  the  fair  fex,  whom 
•fortune  has  denied  the  means  of  equalling  the  la: 
in  extravagance,  imitate  them  as  far  as  poflible,  and 
indulge  themfelves  in  many  freedoms  denied  in  other 
parts  of  Italy.  The  (hops  here,  like  thofe  at  Paris, 
are  generally  attended  by  women,  who  an  :m- 

ielves  with  embroidery  and  other  needle-work  •,   and, 
though  thefe  fnops  are,  during  the  rummer,   intirety 
open,  they  are  the  rendezvous  of  the  gay  part  of  the 
gentlemen.     Even  the  aufterities of  the  monadic  lite 
are  as  far  mitigated  as  poffible  ;  lb  that  gentlemen 
have  not   only  the  liberty  of  talking,   rallying,   and 
laughing  with  the  nuns  at  the  grate;  but  alio  of  join- 
ing with  them  in  concerts  of  mufic,  and  o 
a  whole  afternoon  in   their  company.     You  will  not 
therefore  be  furprifed  at  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Pre 
an  Englifh   gentleman,   who  about  two  years  Gnce 
carried  off  the  countefs  de  Pietra  from  a  I 
monaftery,  and  conveyed  her  to  Geneva. 

The  area   before   the  cathedral  v. v.  the 

ufual  place  for  walking  in  an  evening;   bu  me 

years  common  people  only  have  fre  it,   the 

rich  and  gay  vifiting  the  rampart   bet 
entaleand  the  Porta  Tola,  fome  in  th<  .    i 

others  on  foot.  This  place  was  fon 
on  both  fides  with  white  mul  be- 

come the  city's  pro]1.  ter  the   j  th. 

The 
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The  walks  are  laid  our.  in  a  ftraight  line,  and  their 
breadth  fufKcient  for  three  or  four  carriages  to  eo  a- 
breath  On  one  fide  is  a  delightful  profpect  of  the 
open  country,  and  on  the  other,  of  the  other  gardens 
and  vineyards  between  the  ramparts  and  the  houfes 
in  the  city.  But  the  moffc  charming  part  of  thefe 
ramparts  is  behind  tliQ  church  of  St,  Maria  della 
Paffione. 

.  The  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  city  confifr. 
principally  in  (ilk,  hard-ware,  and  rock  cryilal ;  the 
laft  is  often  found  in  the  neighbouring  Alps,  and 
wrought  into  lamps,  tobacco-boxes,  looking-glaffes, 
and  other  toys  at  Milan.  A  looking-glafs  was  fome 
years  ago  made  here  out  of  a  (ingle  piece  of  cryftal, 
which  was  a  foot  in  breadth,  and  a  foot  and  a  half  in 
length.  A  great  variety  of  artificial  flowers,  com- 
pofedofwax,  paper,  ifmg-glafs,  feathers,  and  cotton, 
are  made  at  Milan,  particularly  by  the  nuns,  who 
excel  in  this  imitative  art.  Gentlemen  never  wear 
thefe  for  ornaments,  except  at  mafquerades,  and  dur- 
ing the  carnival  j  nor  are  they  much  ufed  by  the 
ladies.  But  the  altars  in  the  churches,  and  the  grand 
apartments  in  palaces  and  genteel  houfes,  are  finely 
decorated  with  them ;  and  great  quantities  exported. 
I  mull  not  forget  to  remark,  that,  in  fo  large  a  city 
as  Milan,  gunpowder  is  fold  only  in  one  place,  and  by 
one  perfon. 

The  cuftoms  and  duties  at  Milan  are  under  very 
bad  regulations.  Goods  of  any  kind  may  be  difpofed 
of  without  any  enquiry  or  fearch,  provided  you  give 
the  officer  a  fmall  gratuity,  which  is  always  demanded 
in  an  open  manner-,  whereas  in  Piedmont  they  are 
too  fevere,  and  give  {trangers  a  great  deal  or  unnecei- 
iary  trouble. 

The  cathedral  of  Milan,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
Mary  and  St.  Thecla,  is -juftly  reckoned  the  principal 
religious  ftru&ure  in  the  city;  It  is  four  hundred  and 
eighty  feet  in  length  ;  us  roof  is  iupported  by  a  great 
number  of  marble  pillars,  many  of  which  can  ha 

b  2.  be 


372  YSLER's    TRAVELS. 

be  fathomed  by  three  men,  and  is  divided  ino  three 
ayles.     The  hiftory  of  St.  Charles  Borromeo  is  reprc- 

ted  in  large  paintings  between  the  pillars,  particu- 
larly that  tranfaction  of  his  felling  the  principality  of 
Dc    •  diftributing  in  one  day  eighty  thouland 

dollars  among  the  p:;or.  Near  thefe  are  placed  vail 
numbers  of  votive  pieces  in  HI  ver,  weighing  fome  thou- 
fand  ounces,  and  reprefenting  heads,  hearts,  feet,  hands, 
ears,  and  other  pahs  oi  the  human  body,  which,  hav- 
ing been  hurt  or  difeafed,  were  reitored  to  their  ori- 
ginal (bengal  and  foundnefs  by  St.  Borromeo's  inter- 
ceffion.  Every  goldfmith's  mop  abounds  with  votive 
pieces  of  various  fizes  •,  fo  that  the  perfon  recovered 
may  immediately  pay  his  vow  ;  perhaps  delay  might 
cool  his  zeal,  and  bury  his  gratitude  in  oblivion. 

[  Mr.  Addifon  gives  the  following  fummary  ac- 
count of  this  ftrudture.  I  could  not  ilay  long  in  Mi- 
lan, without  viiiting  the  great  church,  of  which  I 
had  heard  the  higheil  commendations;  but  was  much 
deceived  in  my  expectations  at  my  firft  entering  it, 
for  I  then  faw  only  the  front  which  was  not  half 
iinimed,  and  the  infide  was  fo  fmutted  with  duft  and 
the  fmoke  of  lamps,  that  neither  the  fiiver,  the  b 
work,  nor  the  marble,  appeared  to  advantage.  This 
vaft  Gothic  itructure  is  all  of  marble,  except  the  roof, 
which  would  have  been  built  of  the  fame  lubftance 
with  the  reft,  had  not  its  weight  rendered  it  improper 
for  that  part  of  the  building.  The  outfidc  of  the 
church  appears  much  whiter  and  ireiher  than  the  in- 
fide, from  its  being  often  warned  with  rain  •,  this  ren- 
ders the  marble  more  beautiful  and  unfullied,  than  in 
thofe  parts  that  are  not  at  all  expofed  to  the  weather. 
It  is  ;    n<  rally  faid  that  there  are  i  i .  ues  about 

tie  church  •,  but  t  •  the  ad 

particular  figure  in  the  hiilory  pi  mall 

images  that  make  up  the  equipage  of  that  are 

later.     There  are  indeed  ligious  multitude  of 

fuch  as  are  bigger  th  I  reckoned  at 

250  on   the  outlide  of  die    chui  | 
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told  three  fides  of  it,  and  thefe  were  not  half  fo  tl 
fet  as  was  then  intended.  The  ftatues  arc  all  of 
marble,  and  generally  well  cut;  but  the  molt  valu- 
able is  a  faint  Bartholomew  new  fiead,  wiih  his  fkin 
hanging  over  his  moulders.  This  is  eiteemed  worth 
its  weight  in  gold.] 

.  At  the  entrance  of  this  and  all  other  churches  in 
Milan,  a  great  number  of  old  women  fpinning,  or 
bufy  about  fome  fuch  female  work,  place  themlelves. 
They  never  beg,  and  therefore  poifibly  they  may  ima- 
gine it  to  be  a  work  of  merit  to  fpend  their  whole 
time,  as  it  were,  at  the  houfe  of  God.  Women  in 
black  veils  are  often  {em  afking  alms ;  probably  they 
are  perfons  who,  on  account  of  their  rank  or  other 
circumftances,  are  defirous  of  concealing  their  po- 
verty. The  fame  difguife  was  alfo  formerly  ufed  by 
men ;  but,  fuch  mafks  having  given  rife  to  fevera! 
abufes,  the  ufe  of  them  to  that  fex  was  prohibited  by 
the  archbifhop. 

The  treafury  cannot  be  fcen  under  four  or  five 
Piedmontefe  livres :  it  is  extravagantly  rich,  both 
with  regard  to  its  gold  and  fiiver  veffels,  and  alfo  in 
bufts,  ftatues,  rings,  chalices,  crucifixes,  and  other 
curiofities  of  the  fame  kind,  where  thefe  metals  are 
the  leaft  valuable  part.  Brevity  obliges  me  to  omit  a 
great  variety  of  valuable  pieces  ;  but  I  cannot  help 
mentioning  a  defign  of  Raphael  Urbino,  reprefent- 
ing  the  adoration  of  the  wifemen.  This  cartoon  is 
kept  in  a  clofet  with  the  greater!-  care.  An  altar-cloth 
of  filk,  embroidered  by  a  young  lady,  called  Lido- 
vina  Peregrina,  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  fince, 
merits  the  attention  of  every  traveller;  the  embroi- 
dery is  fo  finely  executed,  that  it  is  difficult  to  diftin- 
guilh  it  by  the  naked  eye  from  an  elegant  piece  of 
painting. 

It  is  not  judged  proper  to  leave  the  treafury  with- 
out a  watch  during  the  night ;  and  accordingly  four 
young  ecclefraftics,  attended  by  fome  large  maftiffs, 
.fit  up  every  night  in  the  cathedral.    In  the  roof  of  the 
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choir  is  preferred,  as  they  pretend,  one  of  the  nai' 
which  Chrift  was  faftened  to  the  crofs.  It  is  let  in 
rock  Cryftal,  and  ne;  i  ir  a  particular  machine,  by 
which  fix  perfons  may  be  drawn  up  to  it  at  once.  On 
the  third  of  May,  obferved  in  commemoration  of 
finding  the  crofs,  this  rclique  is  carried  in  a  grand 
proceilion,  at  which  ceremony  all  the  clergy,  th 
vernor  general,  and  the  principal  perfons  of  the  city 
aflift.  When  the  country  labours  under  any  extraor- 
dinary violation,  as  a  long  continued  drought,  the 
plague,  or  other  public  calamity,  the  like  pro  eflion  is 
made,  the  archbifhop  carrying  the  hoh  rz.'  der  a 
Very  rich  canopy.     Some  fa]  e  emperor  Theo- 

dofius  made  a  prefent  of  this  nail  t<  -ie,  in 

order  to  perpetuate  his  n  Dhe  Milanefe:  but 

others  entertain  a  very  different  opinion. 

Among  the  other  reliques  in    this   c  .,  is  a 

piece  or  Aaron's  rod,  r  anding  the  ecclefiaf1 

tics  belonging  to  St.  John  de  L  ateran,  preter 
is  depofrccd  intire  in  their  church.  Some  pieces  of 
this  rod  are  likewife  fhown  in  the  palace-church  at 
Hanover,  among  the  reliques  which  Henry,  firna 
the  Lion,  brought  from  the  Holy  Land  :  nor  mull 
it  be  forgotten,  that  a  piece  of  Mofes's  rod  is  alio  there 
depofited. 

The  archicpifcopal  pal  grand  and  fpacious 

building,  is  fituated  oppofite  to  the  cathedral.  It 
confifts  of  two  courts,  in  one  of  which  are  the  ltatues 
of  St.  Charles  Borromeo  and  St.  the  latter 

has  an  iron  rod  in  his  hand,  |  nbol  of  the 

rdppofition  he  made  the  errip<  r  >r  'J  heodofius 

in  Milan ;  perhaps  the  prefent  c\  would  i 

St.  Ambrole  himfelf  in  this  refp<  e  their  power 

equal  to  their  inclination,     'j  here  is  a  lubterranean 
paffage  from  the  archbifhop's  palace   into  the  cathe- 
l;     The  church  of  St.  Alexander  is,  except  the 
cathedral,  the  iineil  in  the  v  I  -y,   both  with  re- 

t   to   fculpture,  painting,  gilding,    and   ftucco- 
vvork  j  and  Sz.  Magdalen's  chapel  in  it  fhould  be  vi- 

iited 
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fited  v  ery  traveller.    The  church  of  St.  Am 

fituated  near  the  Porta  di  Vercelli,  belongs  both  to 
canons  regulars  and  h  Bernardines,  called  Cifter- 
cians,  who  follow  the  rules  of  St.  Auguftine.  Itoth 
orders  ufe  the  choir,  which,  when  finifhed  :  ccording 
to  the  fpecimen  under  the  dome,  will  be  elegantly. 
adorned  with  Mofaic  work.  Four  elegant  pillars  of 
porphyry  fupport  the  tabernacle  for  the  holt,  near 
which  is  a  flatue  of  brals  ;  and  on  a  marble  pillar  near 
the  chancel  is  a  ferpent  of  the  fame  metal.  The  vul-. 
gar  are  perfuaded,  that  this  is  the  ferpent  made  by 
Mofes  in  the  wildernefs ;  others  maintain  that  this  is 
not  the  original  ferpent  of  Mofes,  but  formed  out  of 
the  fragments  of  it-,  while  others  infill  that  it  is  only 
an  hieroglyphical  reprefentation  of  /Efculapius.  But, 
be  its  origin  what  it  will,  numbers  of  children  in  a 
languishing  condition  are  placed  before  this  image  on 
Eafter  Tuefday,  from  a  fuperftitious  notion  that  their 
-health  will  be  miraculoufly  reftored. 

Near  the'  high  altar,  the  body  of  St.  Ambrofe  is 
depofited.  For  it  fhould  be  remembered  that  this  is 
the  moil  ancient  church  in  the  duchy  of  Milan.  The 
popes  have  always  refufed  to  let  any  buildings  be 
erected  near  this  church,  from  a  perfuafion,  that  in  the 
adjacent  ground  great  numbers  of  primitive  faints  have 
been  buried,  whofe  remains  they  will  not  fufFer  to  be 
difkirbed  %  and  perhaps  the  bad  condition  of  the 
pavement  is  owing  to  the  fame  reafon.  If  tradition 
may  be  credited,  the  gates  of  the  grand  entrance 
are  identically  the  fame  which  St.  Ambrofe  fhut 
againft  the  emperor  Theodoiius,  and  would  not  fufFer 
him  to  enter  the  church,  till  he  had  performed  the 
penance  enjoined  him,  for  his  cruel  maifacre  of  the 
Theffalonians,  who  had  been  guilty  of  feditious  prac- 
tices. Thefe  gates  are  held  in  high  veneration,  and 
few  pilgrims  vifit  the  church  without  picking  off 
fome  of  the  fplinters,  which  they  conftantly  carry 
about  them;  but  I  muft  confefs  myfelf  a  flranger  to 
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the  virtue  of  thcfe  wooden  reiiques.  Sixty  or  feventy 
ftjonks  continually  refide  in  the  Ciftercian  monaftery, 
contiguous  to  i he  church  of  St.  Ambrofe.  This 
monaftery,  together  with  its  fpacious  gardens,  occupy 
a  very  confid'  'ea      The  library  is  large,  and 

well  furnifhed  with  books,  and  the  large  hall  adjoin- 
ing is  finely  adorned  with  ftatues.  It  is  confi. 
open  two  hours  in  the  morning,  namely,  from  t, 
twelve,  and  two  hours  in  the  afternoon,  except  the 
times  of  vacation.  The  number  of  printed  volumes 
amount  to  forty-five  thoufand,  but  the  manufcripts, 
which  are  faid  to  amount  to  fifteen  thoufand,  are  its 
greateft  treafure.  I  am,  indeed,  tempted  to  believe 
that  the  number  of  manufcripts  is  magnified  beyond 
the  truth;  but.  be  this  as  it  will,  there  are  many  va- 
luable pieces  among  them. 

There  is  alio,  in  the  Ambrofian  college,  a  fchool 
for  painting,  where  the  ftudents  draw  and  form  mo- 
dels after  nature,  during  the  iummer. 

The  contiguous  apartments  are  appointed  for  a 
mufeum,  where,  among  other  curiofities,  is  the  ike- 
leton  of  a  very  beautiful  woman,  who  defired  her 
bones  might  be  expofed  to  public  view  in  Milan,  for 
the  good  of  others.  Under  the  fkeleton,  is  the  fol- 
lowing inferiprion  : 

Ut  <fgrotanthir,i  (ah. 
■profpicere  pojfwt  bunc  o-/.sXstc>. 

"  That  the  living,  by  consulting  the  dead,  may 
be  enabled  to  recover  the  fick,  this  ikeleton  is  here 
placed." 

Several  curious   pieces   oi'  penmanfhip  are   fh 
here,  particularly  a  reprefentation  of'  the  Lord's  flip- 
per delineated  on  a  large  octavo  leaf,  and  on  I 
and  among  the  hair  of  the  perfons   fitting  at  table, 
and  on  th  fi,    ire         ten,  in  the  molt 

rate  manner,  St.  John's  account  of  our  Saviours 
pafllon,  the  I  creed,  cottfiteor^  I 

vir,  i.  ,  the  li'  lual,    le- 

ven  I 

But 
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But  the  mod  excellent  depofitum  in  the  whole  col- 
lection, are  the  manufcripts  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci, 
bound  in  twelve  large  volumes  of  mathematical  and 
other  drawings;  which  fufSciently  demonftrate  that, 
•in  the  theory  of  anatomy,  optics,  geometry,  architec- 
ture, and  mechanics,  very  few,  then,  excelled  that 
great  matter.  Nor  are  his  mechanical  drawings  deli- 
neated on  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  leaves,  and 
containing feventeen  hundred  and  fifty  original  defigns, 
lefs  curious  than  the  former.  The  notes  at  the  foot  of 
the  page  are  in  a  very  fmall  hand,  and  wrote  from 
,  the  right  to  the  left,  fo  that  few  are  able  to  read  them 
without  the  affiftance  of  a  magnifying  mirrour;  and, 
accordingly,  one  is  always  placed  near  thofe  manu- 
fcripts. King  James  I.  of  England  ordered  the  earl 
Arundel  to  offer  Galeazzo  Arconati,  who  had  then 
one  of  thefe  volumes  in  his  poffefiion,  three  thoufand 
piftoles  for  it  •,  but  he  refufed  the  money,  chufing  to 
preTent  it  to  the  Ambrofian  college,  where  the  reft  of 
that  celebrated  matter's  works  were  before  depofited. 
And  the  confervatores  of  the  college  have  perpetuated 
the  remembrance  of  this  magnificent  gift  by  an  in- 
fcription  on  the  wall. 

Fronting  the  grand  entrance  of  the-  church  of  St. 
Celfo,  are  two  gigantic  ftatues  of  Adam  and  Eve,  in 
white  marble;  they  are  both  elegant  pieces,  efpeci- 
ally  the  latter,  which  is  reckoned  equal  to  any  thing 
of  the  kind.  Four  beautiful  ftatues  of  the  evangelifts 
alfo  of  white  marble,  together  with  a  great  number 
of  others,  having  their  ornaments  and  pedeftals  of 
brafs,  adorn  the  front ;  which  was  defigned  by  Bra- 
mantes  Lazari.  On  the  top  of  this  grand  front  are 
feveral  pyramids,  one  of  which  is  bent  in  a  furprifing 
manner,  thought  to  have  been  gradually  effected  by 
fcormy  weather.  The  infide  of  the  church  is  adorn- 
ed with  feveral  beautiful  pieces  of  painting,  and  alfo 
with  the  tomb  of  Annibal  Fontana,  the  celebrated 
ftatuary,  erected  by  the  architects  of  this  church  in 
j-63  7. 

They 
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They  fhew,  in  the  facriftry  of  St.  Euftoriu 
gold  medal,  pretended  to  have  been  prefented  by  the 
Eaftern  wifemen  to  our  Saviour.  As  the  monks  pre- 
vioufly  infift  upon  a  promife  of  devoutly  kitting  it 
from  all  to  whom  they  fhew  it,  I  did  not  fatisfy  my 
curiofity  in  this  particular;  but  others,  who  have 
enjoyed  that  favour,  allured  me.  that  it  has  fcarcely 
the  traces  of  any  impreffion  remaining  on  it. 

The  chapel  of  St.  Giovanni  de  Cafarotti  is  fmall, 
but  elegant,  and  has  feveral  •  rotations  in  marble. 
On  the  left-hand  is  a  pafiag<  d  vault,  where  cri- 
minals, who  perifh  by  the  hanc  fjuftice,  are  buried. 
This  beautiful  chapel  belong-  to  a  devout  fraternity, 
called  de  Cavaleri.  They  are  ■  ended  from  the  belt 
families  in  Milan,  and  enter  into  this  order  to  demon- 
strate their  humility  and  devotion.  They  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  fmall  crofs  which  they  wear  on  one 
moulder  of  their  upper  garment.  The  only  fon  of 
count  Ferdinand  Daun,  governor-general,  and  a 
gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the  emperor,  is  a 
member  of  this  fraternity.  When  any  malefactor  is 
to  be  executed,  this  order  is  under  an  indifpenfable 
obligation  of  fending  fome  of  its  member"  t-o  vifit 
him  the  night  before,  in  order  to  prepare  -  for  his 
awful  paffage  into  eternity. 

When  the  criminal  afcends  the  ladder,  one  of  the 
moft  eminent  among  them  follow  him,  holding  a 
crucifix  before  his  eyes,  and,  at  parting,  pronounces 
the  benediction ;  the  Capuchins,  who  ulually  attend 
criminals  in  their  laft  moments,  remain  below.  Two 
ladders  are  placed  againft  the  gallows  on  this  occafion, 
one  for  the  criminal  and  executioner,  and  the  other 
for  the  Cavaliere,  who  attends  mufked,  and  cuts  the 
criminal  down,  as  foon  as  dead.  Others  of  the  foci- 
ety  afiiit  in  carrying  the  corpfe  to  the  chapel,  where 
it  is  interred.  Whatever  the  fraternity  make  uie  of 
on  this  occafion,  as  gloves,  the  cord,  cVc.  are  thrown 
into  the  grave  with  the  m  ilefactor.  Nor  is  this  hum- 
ble office  confidered  as  the  leaft  degradation  to  their 

rank; 
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rank-,  but  opportunities  of  performing  thefe  humble 
offices  are  not  frequent  at  Milan  j  for  the  foldiers  are 
not  fubjed  to  the  civil  power,  and  even  the  poor  are 
under  no  temptation  to  purfue  dangerous  courfes,  as 
they  may  eafily  acquire  a  comfortable  fubfiftence  by 
begging  in  the  ftreets.  Add  to  this  the  afylum  grant- 
ed to  churches  and  monafteries,  whereby  many  cri- 
minals are  meltered  from  the  hands  of  jultice,  and  it 
will  be  no  wonder  that  executions  are  not  frequent 
here. 

Not  far  from  the  Porta  Orientale,  the  commodious 
lazaretto,  belonging  to  the  great  hofpital,  is  fituated. 
It  is  a  fpacious  ftone-building,  of  a  quadrangular 
form,  but  greatly  out  of  repair.  There  are  three  hun- 
dred and  fixty  chambers  round  the  quadrangle,  but 
all  of  them  without  inhabitants.  Each  has  a  window 
toward  the  country,  and  another  toward  the  gardens, 
in  the  area  of  the  lazaretto  •,  and,  alfo,  a  particular 
chimney  and  privy.  The  gardens  in  the  area  are  let 
to  poor  perfons,  who  maintain  their  families  by  cul- 
tivating gardens  and  vineyards.  In  times  of  pefti- 
lence,  or  any  other  contagious  diftemper,  foreigners 
are  obliged  to  depart  the  country,  and  the  natives  in- 
fected with  the  diftemper  brought  to  this  lazaretto. 
On  the  outfide  of  the  feveral  apartments  or  cells,  is  a 
piazza,  fupported  on  marble  pillars,  and  inciofed  with 
a  palifado,  to  prevent  the  patients  from  going  into  the 
gardens.  But,  whenever  the  city  is  vifited  with  fuch. 
contagions,  all  the  trees  in  the  gardens  are  cut  down, 
and  an  open  octangular  chapel  ereded  in  the  center 
on  pillars,  and  mals  faid  in  it  every  day,  that  the  pa- 
tients may,  from  their  beds,  have  the  opportunity  of 
paying  their  adoration  to  the  hoft.  An  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  area  inciofed  in  the  lazaretto  by  the 
length  of  one  of  its  fides,  which  is  fix  hundred  paces. 
A  fwifc  dream  of  water  runs  under  the  whole  qua- 
drangle, and  carries  away  all  kinds  of  foil  and  filth; 
a  conveniency  of  the  laft  importance  to  buildings  of 
this  land.     In  a  marble  pillar,  facing  the  entrance,  is 

a  hole, 
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a  hole,  -reprefenting  a  broken  plague-fore  in  the  fkflv, 
the  infide  of  it  appears  rreih  and  bloody,  and  the  out- 
fide  purulent  and  yellow.  This  phenomenon  is  laid 
to  owe  its  origin  to  a  miracle  of  Sc.  Charles  Borromeo, 
who  exorcifed  the  plague  from  the  people  into  this 
pillar.  But  thofe  who  have  ken  the  pillars  in  the  je- 
fuits  college  at  Genoa,  well  know  that  appearances 
of  this  kind  may  be  eafily  given  to  a  kind  of  Carrara 
marble. 

It  mull:  be  owned  that  the  proteftant  countries  can- 
not be  compared  to  thofe  where  the  Romifh  religion 
is  profeffed,  with  regard  to  hofpitals,  lazarettos,  and 
other  charitable  foundations.  Perhaps,  among  other 
incitements  to  charities  of  this  kind,  the  dread  of 
purgatory  is  not  the  leaft-,  and  it  mud:  be  remember- 
ed, that  the  Romifh  clergy  are  very  careful  to  inforce 
every  motive  that  has  a  tendency  to  promote  the  ^reat 
work  of  charity.  At  Leyden,  however,  there  is  Hill 
a  lazaretto  or  peft-houfe  kept  up,  in  which  are  two 
hundred  and  fifty  beds  always  in  readinefs,  and,  on 
occafion,  nine  hundred  patients  may  be  admitted ; 
nor  can  the  cleanlinefs  and  decency  with  which  every 
thing  is  there  conducted  be  any  where  exceeded  :  but 
it  muft  be  owned,  that,  as  the  patients  have  not  each 
a  feparate  room,  but  twenty,  or  more,  lie  in  the  lame 
ward,  very  bad  confequences  may  relult  from  a  con- 
tagious difcemper. 

The  court  of  inquifition,  efiablifhed  here,  confifts 
of  an  unlimited  number  of  ecclefiaftics,  fixty  noble- 
men, and  a  hundred  and  fifty  wealthy  merchants. 
Thofe  unhappy  perfons  who  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
inquifition,  never  know  their  accufers,  nor  the  reafons 
of  their  confinement.  Nor  can  they  ever  flatter 
themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  being  delivered  from 
thefe  nauieous  dungeons,  and  other  ihocking  hard- 
fhips,  but  by  voluntarily  accufing  themfelves. 

A  prielt,  about  three  years  lince,  feverely  felt  the 
rigour  of  this  court,  for  celebrating;  mals  before  his 
bull   of  ordination   arrived,      lie   pleaded,  indeed, 

that 
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that  the  bull  was  figned  at  Rome,  and  actually  on 
the  road  to  Milan,  before  he  prefumed  to  perform 
that  office ;  but  this  plea  was  rejected,  nor  was  the 
intereft  made  by  his  relations  of  the  leaft  effect.  He 
was  fentenced  to  read  mafs  on  a  fcaffold,  erected  be- 
fore the  church  where  the  crime  had  been  commit- 
ted ;  but,  as  foon  as  he  begun,  the  fi'rft  leaf  was 
torn  out,  his  canonical  robes  ftripped  off,  and  his 
body  delivered  over  to  the  fecular  power  ;  by  which 
he  was  condemned  to  be  hanged ;  his  thumbs,  to- 
gether with  the  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  both  his 
hands,  between  which  he  held  the  hoft  at  the  ele- 
vation, being  firft  burnt  to  a  coal,  We  mall  not  be 
at  a  lofs  to  account  for  this  feverity,  if  we  reflect  on 
the  dignity  afiumed  by  the  priefthood,  and  the  dis- 
advantage that  muft  accrue  to  the  pope  from  perfons 
intruding  themfelves  into  that  office  without  a  proper 
ordination.  Hoilienfis  afferts  that  the  facerdotal  of- 
fice is  feven  thou  land  fix  hundred  and  forty-four  times 
above  the  regal,  that  being  the  proportion  between 
the  magnitudes  between  the  fun  and  moon.  Accord- 
ing to  the  canon  law,  the  prerogative  of  the  mitre 
excells.  that  of  the  crown,  in  the  fame  proportion  as 
gold  does  lead.  But  thefe  proportions  are  far  from 
Satisfying  Alanus  de  Rupe,  a  Dominican  monk,  who 
places  the  power  of  a  prieft  above  that  of  God  him- 
felf ;  becaufe  the  latter  fpent  fix  days  creating  the 
world,  whereas  the  former,  every  time  he 'celebrates 
mafs,  by  a  few  words,  produces,  not  a  creature  only, 
but  the  Origin  of  all  things,  the  Supreme  uncreated' 
Being  himSelf. 

Lo  Spedale  Maggiore,  or  the  great  hofpital,  owes' 
its  foundation   to  Francifco  Sfortia,  and  is  a  grand 
and  beautiful  ftructure. 

Nineteen  of  the  principal  nobility  infpect  this  hof- 
pital ;  and  one  oS  the  governors  conftantly  attends 
every  morning,  and  inquires  into  every  tranSaction, 
viSits  every  ward,  and  afks  the  patients,  Separately, 
what  treatment  they  have  met  with, 

A  fever 
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A  fewer  or  canal  runs  undc  t  of  the  hof- 

pital,  to  carry  off  all  kinds  of  filch.     An  I  the  baker, 
butcher,         i  /lor,   fempitrefs,    and  other   ne- 

y  mechanics,  have  their  fh  ^ps  within  the  walls 
of  the  holpital 5  which,  in  this  particular,  rcfembles 
a  city  or  lmall  republic,  having  very  little  connection 
with  Milan.  There  are  alfo  paltures  belonging  to 
it,  in  which  oxen,  fheep,  and  other  animals  arc  red 
for  t lie  fl  ughter:  for  it  appears  that  near  fix  hun- 
dred weight  of  butcher's  meat  is  daily  confumed  in 
this  holpital,  befide  other  provifions. 

The  method  of  receiving  foundlings  into  this  hof- 
pital  is  as  follows  :  at  the  main  entrance  of  the  houfe 
is  a  kind  of  wicket,  which  two  hours  after  fun-fet, 
is  conftantly  opened ;  within  this  wicket  is  a  copper 
machine,  refembling  an  oven,  capable  of  containing 
a  child  of  fix  or  feven  years  of  age.      This  machine 
turns  on  an  axis  ;    and  every   night,  as  foon  as  the 
wicket  is  opened,  the  aperture  is  turned  toward  the 
ilreet.     The  perfon  who  brings  the  child  places  it  in 
this  machine,  turns  it  round,  knocks  at  the  gate,  and 
retires.    The  porter,  who  always  watches  in  the  room 
•to  which  the  aperture  of  the  machine  is  turned,  takes 
out  the   infant,  and  fends   it  immediately  to  one  of 
the  nurfes.     If  the  child  has  been  baptized,  a  certifi- 
cate is  given  in  with  it ;  but,  if  no  certificate  be  font, 
that  ceremony  is  immediately  performed.    Before  this 
hofpital  was  erected,  the  children  were  laid  before 
the    door    leading  to   the    ward   appointed   for    the 
wounded  ;  but  this  was  a  very  inhuman  practice,  ma- 
ny of  the  children  lofing  their  limbs  and  fome  even 
their  lives   before  they  were   discovered,    and   taken 
into  the  holpital.     Seldom  lefs  than  three  children 
are   brought  every  night  to  the  hofpital,  but  i 
four  or  five.      The  apartments,    deiigned  for   the 
wet  nurfes   and  other  women,  are  feparated  from  ail 
others;    lb  that  no  men  ever  enter  them,  except  in 
prefence  of  fbme  officers,  or  thole  appointed  to  at- 
tend ftrangers :  and  in  the  walls  of  theic  apartments 
i  are 
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arc  apertures  with  turning  boxes,  like  thofe  at  the 
nunneries,  by  which  they  receive  their  provifions  and 
other  neceflaries.  The  boys  are  taught  fpme  handi- 
craft trade,  and  the  girls  the  neceffary  bufinefs  of  a 
family.  Italy  excels  all  the  countries  in  the  world,, 
in  the  humanity  and  care  with  which  the  lick  and 
poor  are  attended.  And  if  this  hofpital  be  defici- 
ent in  any  particular,  it  is,  perhaps,  in  the  abilities 
of  its  phyficians  and  furgeons. 

Formerly,  the  dead  from  the  great  hofpital  were 
buried  without  the  city,  in  a  particular  church-yard ; 
but  their  prodigious  number  inferring  the  air  with  a 
noxious  and  almoft  infupportabie  fmell,  a  grand 
building  was,  by  the  generous  liberality  of  M.  An- 
noi,  a  merchant  of  Milan,  erected  round  the  church, 
having  a  great  number  of  vaults  in  the  fides  for  the 
ufe  of  this  hofpital.  Fifty  or  fixty  bodies,  covered 
with  lime  and  other  corrofives,  are  depofited  in  each 
of  thefe  vaults ;  and,  when  full,  the  entrance  is  firmly 
clofed  up,  fo  that  the  afcent  of  any  noxious  efflu- 
via is  entirely  prevented.  Nor  is  there  any  danger 
that  the  place  will  ever  be  infected  with  the  delete- 
rious exhalations  •,  for  the  number  of  vaults  is  fo 
great,  that  the  bodies  buried  in  the  nril  will  be  en- 
tirely  confuraed  long  before  the  reft  are  full. 

The  common  method  in  other  churches  is  to  throw 
the  corpie  into  a  common  vault,  to  the  amount  of  two 
or  three  hundred ;  which  cannot  fail  of  filling  the 
air,  in  thefe  edifices,  with  noxious  effluvia.  The  Sex- 
tons, during  the  winter,  empty  thefe  vaults,  throw- 
ing the  bodies,  half-decayed,  into  large  pits  opened 
for  that  purpofe  behind  the  churches. 

The  church  of  St.  Stephen,  called  alio  la  Rota,  is 
erected  on  the  very  fpot  where  St.  Ambrofe,  then 
bifhop  of  Milan,  is  (aid  to  have  performed  a  very  ex- 
traordinary miracle,  after  the  firft  battle  between  the 
orthodox  and  Arians.  The  faint,  it  feems  being  at 
a  lofs  to  difdnguifli  the  bodies  of  the  true  believers 
from  thofe  of  the  heretics,,  commanded  the  latter  to 

turn 
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turn  their  faces  to  the  ground,  and  the  former,  theirs 
toward  heaven,  which  was  accordingly  done.  The? 
add,  that  the  blood  of  the  orthodox  formed  idelf  into 
a  round  mais,  refembling  a  wheel,  and  was  at  laft 
totally  abforbed  by  a  (lone,  over  which  there  is  now 
a  brais  plate,  and  contiguous  to  it  a  pillar,  with  an 
inscription  on  it,  to  perpetuate   the  miracl e. 

Near  this  church  is  a  chapel,  call  d  Les  Marts  de  S. 
Bernardino,  paved  with  the  fkulls  and  bones  of  thole 
flain  in  the  above  battle,  refembling,  in  fome  mea- 
sure, the  chapel  of  the  eleven  thoufand  Virgins  at 
Cologn.  The  ground-work  is  compoled  or'  bones, 
and  the  fkulls  form  crofTes  in  it  by  way  of  decora- 
tion. A  pyramid  of  bones,  before  which  is  an  iron 
grate  to  prevent  their  falling,  or  being  taken  away,  •  is 
erecled  on  each  fide  of  the  altar.  A  pair  of  colours, 
and  a  drum,  refembling  thole  ufed  by  the  ancient 
Germans,  hang  up  on  the  left-fide  of  the  entrance, 
and  are  faid  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Arians  in 
the  fame  battle. 

It  is  very  common  for  young;  travellers,  when  they 
enter  any  of  the  taverns  in  Milan,  to  be  a  iked  \\  t 
ther  they  chufe  a  Letto  fornito,  or  female  bedfellow, 
who  continues  mafked  till  Ihe  enters  the  bedchamber. 
The  fin  is  now,  alas  !  little  regarded  ;  but  iurely 
they  mould  remember  to  what  danger  their  health 
rnuft  be  expofed,  when  it  depends  on  the  fcandalous 
choice  of  a  mercenary  landlord. 

A  ftranger  is  furprized,  in  walking  the  ftreets  of 
Milan,  to  meet  with  iiich  numbers  of  deformed  dwarfs^ 
and  people  with  wens  of  a  prodigious  fize.      1  n  mem- 
ber to  have  icen  an  old  woman  who  had  three 
the  leaft  larger  than  her  head,  which  flic  could  not 
move   at  all.     Some  imagine  that  this  deformity  is 
owing  to  the  fnow-watef  from  the  mountains  mix: 
with  [hat  of  the  fprings  and  rivers;  but  it  (houid  b? 
remembered  that  the  inhabitants  of  Switzerland  die 
ft]    ./-water,  both   to  prevent  and   cure  thefe  exciv 
certces-,     Others  think  that  the  ftony  particles  with 

i  hich 


MILAN.  385 

which  the  waters,  in  their  defcent  from  the  moun- 
tains, are  impregnated,  caufe  thefe  wens,  by  form- 
ing concretions  in  the  minute  vefiels  of  the  neck ; 
but  it  is  well  known  that  thefe  deformities  are  heredi- 
tary, and  affect  infants  before  they  have  ever  tailed 
any  water. 

The  villa  of  the  marquis  de  Creci,  a  few  Italian 
miles  from  Milan,  mould  be  vifited  by  all  travellers 
who  are  pleafed  with  beautiful  ftatues  and  paintings. 

The  marquis  Simonetta's  villa  is  remarkable  for  an 
extraordinary  echo,  produced  by  the  found's  being 
refle&ed  between  the  parallel  wings  of  the  building,, 
which  are  perpendicular  to  the  front,  and  at  the  dis- 
tance of  fifty-eight  common  paces  from  each  other, 
without  either  windows  or  doors  for  dimpating  the 
found.  It  is  of  the  tautological  kind,  reflecting  a 
man's  voice  above  forty,  and  the  report  of  a  piftol 
above  fixty  times ;  but  the  repetitions  fucceed  each 
other  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  it  is  difficult  to  count 
them,  or  even  mark  them  down,  unlefs  the  expe- 
riment be  made  early  in  the  morning,  or  in  the  even- 
ing, when  the  air  is  remarkably  calm  and  Rill :  but," 
when  the  air  is  either  too  dry,  or  too  much  loaded 
with  vapours,  the  effect  does  not  fo  well  anfwer  the 
expectation. 

The  fmall  town  of  Monza,  fituated  a  few  leagues 
from  Milan,  is  remarkable  for  the  treafure  depofited 
in  the  church  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  founded  by- 
queen  Theodolinda.  Among  other  valuable  curiofi- 
ties  is  a  cup  of  a  confiderable  fize,  made  out  of  a 
iingle  piece  of  fapphire,  and  was  the  ufual  drinking 
cup  of  that  princefs. 

Here  is  alio  the  iron  crown,  as  it  is  generally 
called,  with  which  the  ancient  kings  of  Italy,  and 
afterwards  the  emperors  of  Germany,  were  crowned 
kings  of  Lombardy.  The  crown9  however,  is  fo 
far  from  being  wholly  of  iron,  that  a  fmall  fillet  is 
the  only  part  of  it  made  with  that  metal,  the  reft  of 
it  being  gold,  adorned  with  jewels  $  but  it  has  neither 
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[pikes  nor  ornaments  at  the  top,  nor  is  it  large  enough 
to  fit  the  head  of  any  grown  perfon.     The  fillet  or 
iron  ring,  if  the  inhabitants  of  Monza  are  to  be  cre- 
dited, was  formed   out  of  one  of  the   nails  which 
fattened  our  Saviour  to  the  crofs,  which  procured  this 
crown  fo  great   veneration,  that,  in  the  year  1681, 
they  erected  a  chapel  for  it  in  the  church  of  St.  John 
the  Baptiil,  placed  it  upon  the  altar,  and  even  carried 
it  in  proceffion.     The  clergy  of  the  cathedral  at  Mi- 
dan  were  piqued  at  thefe  proceedings,  apprehending 
that  the  devotion  paid  to  the  nail  kept  in  their  church 
would  be  greatly  leffened,  if  a  relique  of  the  fame 
kind  mould  be  depofited  in  the  neighbourhood.    The 
difpute  continued  for  fome  time,  but  was  at  laft  car- 
ried before  the  Officiwn  S.  Congregaiionis  Rituum,  at 
Rome,  where  in  all  appearance,   it  will  always  remain, 
without  any  definitive  fentence  being  ever  pronoun- 
ced ;  it  being  evidently  the  intereft  of  that  office   to 
augment,   rather  than  diminifh.  the  number  of  re- 
liques. 

That  part  of  the  country  which  lies  between  Mi- 
lan and  Pavia  is  extremely  delightful ;  the  fertile 
meadows,  being  interfered  by  canals,  beautiful  rows 
of  trees,  and  luxuriant  vineyards,  feaft  the  eye  in  the 
moil  elegant  manner.  The  grafs,  produced  by  thefe 
meadows,  is  fo  rich  and  fucculent,  that  hories  fatten 
in  a  few  weeks  ;  but  it  renders  the  horned  cattle  fo 
very  weak,  that  they  are  not  fit  for  labour  :  fo  that 
the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  have  their  beafts  ot 
draught  from  Piedmont,  where  they  are  all  entirely 
white,  as  on  the  contrary  the  hogs  in  the  Milaneie 
are  wholly  black. 

Pavia  is  a  fpacious  city,  but  old,  and  thinly  inha- 
bited. It  is  built  on  the  river  Teliin,  or  Ticino, 
over  which  it  has  a  Hone  bridge  of  fix  arches,  and 
is  three  hundred  common  paces  long  ;  the  road  over 
it  leads  to  Sorgo.  Its  fortifications  are  very  infigni- 
ficant,  nor  are  there  any  veftiges  remaining  of  its 
having  formerly   been   the  capital    of  the  powerful 

kiniz- 
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kingdom  of  Lombardy.  The  cathedral  is  an  old 
ftrudture,  and  built  of  brick,  as  are  alfo  mod  of  the 
public  buildings  in  this  place. 

A  very  fingular  method  of  aflcing  alms  at  the  gates 
of  Pavia  muil  not  be  omitted.     The  beggar  holds 
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out  a  kind  of  dim,  in  which  is  a  human  fkull,  the 
better  to  excite  the  charity  of  paffengers. 

The  university  of  Pavia  was  founded  by  Charle- 
magne, and  repaired  by  Charles  IV.  Baldus,  Jafon, 
Andreas,  Alciatus,  and  other  celebrated  civilians, 
formerly  taught  here  with  the  greated  reputation. 

From  Turin  to  Aleflandria  is  eight  ftages,  or  thirty- 
live  Italian  miles ;  the  diflance  between  Aleflandria 
and  Genoa  is  near  thirty  Italian  miles  ;  which  are  ac- 
counted fcyenpqfte  reale,  or  double  pores,  and  are  paid 
for  accordingly. 

You  travel  near  Aleflandria  with  as  much  expedi- 
tion in  the  cambiatura,  as  by  port  in  the  territories  of 
Venice,  Piedmont,  or  Milan,  and  at  half  the  ex- 
pence. 

The  abbey  of  del  Bofco  is  fituated  about  midway 
between  Aleflandria  and  Novi.  It  is  conftantly  in- 
habited by  fifty  or  fixty  Dominican  monks,  who  fpend 
five  hours  and  a  half  every  day  in  performing  the 
offices  of  the  church,  and  only  two  in  their  fchools. 
The  building  is,  upon  the  whole,  ftately  and  conve- 
nient, but  the  library  very  indifferent.  But  what,  in 
in  their  opinion,  is  the  greater!  curiofity  in  the  whole 
church,  is  a  wooden  crucifix,  which,  in  the  year 
1647,  tyrned  itfelf  to  the  right  toward  a  chapel, 
wherein  feveral  reliques  are  depofited,  particularly  a 
piece  of  our  Saviour's  crofs,  and  a  thorn  of  his  crown, 
at  the  very  inftant  a  thief  had  entered  the  chapel,  in 
order  to  carry  off  the  treafiire :  but,  being  terrified 
by  the  noife  made  by  the  crucifix  in  turning  itfelf 
about,  he  ran  off  without  his  booty.  It.  remains  to  this 
day  in  the  fame  pofition  •,  but  it  feems  to  be  no  more 
than  the  natural  confequence  refulting  from  the  warp- 
C  c  2  ing 
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ing  of  the  wood,  it  being  the  bottom  only,  not  the 
body  of  the  crofs,  which  is  turned  about. 

1  he  country  between  Alexandria  and  Novi  is  en- 
tirely level  •,  but  from  thence  are  feveral  hills,  which 
may  be  confidered  as  a  prelude  to  the  adjacent  Ap- 
ennine  mountains.  The  roads  are,  however,  very 
good,  and  many  of  them  paved.  The  Apennine 
mountains  derive  their  name  from  Alpen,  an  old 
Gaulifh  word,  ftill  ufed  in  Germany,  to  fignify  a 
mountain  in  general. 

Genoa  is  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  cities  in  Italy, 
but  its  fituation  the  moft  inconvenient.  It  appears 
to  the  greateft  advantage  to  a  fpectator  in  a  Hup  at 
about  a  quarter  of  a  league  diftant  from  the  city  ;  for 
then  all  its  ftately  buildings,  which  have  procured  it 
the  name  of  Superba,  form  a  grand  amphitheatre, 
being  fituated  on  the  gradual  declivity  of  the  hill. 
But  this  declivity,  fo  advantageous  to  its  profpec~t  from 
the  fea,  together  with  the  narrownefs  of  the  ftreets, 
render  the  ufe  of  carriages  very  difficult  •,  fo  that  all 
the  inhabitants,  except  the  principal  ladies  of  the  city, 
who  are  carried  in  chairs,  walk  on  foot.  They  fay, 
that  the  narrownefs  of  the  ftreets,  and  the  lofcinefs  of 
the  houfes,  greatly  tend  to  preferve  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants,  by  intercepting  the  rays  of  the  fun,  dur- 
ing theexceflive  heats  of  the  fummer.  All  the  ftreets 
in  general  are  well  paved,  and  fome  in  particular  with 
frce-ftone.  The  cleanlinels  of  the  ftreets  is  partly 
owing  to  their  being  free  from  carriages,  and  partly 
to  the  fterility  of  the  neighbouring  foil,  which  requir- 
ing large  quantities  of  manure,  they  carefully  gather 
up  all  the  dung  which  the  horfes,  mules,  and  other 
animals  leave  there;  fo  that  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
Genoa  are  as  careful  to  pick  up  all  the  dung  they  meet 
with,  as  the  Arabs  are  in  preferring  that  made  by  the 
camels  returning  from  Mecca. 

The  roofs  of  the  houfes  in  general  are  flat,  and  co- 
vered with  lavagna,  a  fpecies  of  (lone  reiembling 
flate.     Thofe  areas  are  filled  with  orange-trees ;  and, 
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from  their  floping  fituati6n,  form  a  kind  of  penfile 
gardens,  which  add  greatly  to  the  fine  appearance  of 
the  city. 

The  fortifications  toward  the  fea  are  remarkably 
ftrong,  being  cut  out  of  the  rocks ;  in  fome  places 
two  or  three  baftions  of  this  kind  are  formed  behind 
each  other.  The  length  of  thefe  fortifications,  to- 
gether with  thofe  of  the  lower  town,  is  near  three 
Italian  miles  -,  and  the  number  of  ordnance  mounted 
on  all  the  works  with  which  the  city  is  defended, 
amounts  to  near  five  hundred.  Toward  the  land  the 
city  of  Genoa  is  encompaffed  with  a  double  wall ; 
that  next  the  country,  called  the  new  wall,  from 
its  being  erected  long  fince  the  other,  extends  beyond 
the  hill,  beginning  at  the  Final,  and  terminating  at 
the  river  Bifagno.  It  is,  in  circumference,  ten  Ita- 
lian miles  ;  but  fuch  is  the  ruggednefs  and  inequality 
of  the  country,  that  you  cannot  ride  round  it  in  lefs 
than  three  hours.  The  great  extent  pf  this  wall  ren- 
ders it  of  no  great  ufe,  except  as  a  defence  againft 
the  attempts  of  banditti.  All  travellers,  on  their  en- 
tering the  city,  are  obliged  to  deliver  up  all  their 
fire-arms,  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  city, 
fhould  not  be  re-delivered  till  their  departure;  but  a 
piece  of  money  prevails  on  the  officers,  who  imme- 
diately deliver  the  arms  to  their  owners.  Nor  is  this 
remiflhefs  of  the  officers  taken  any  notice  of;  and 
it  muft  be  acknowleged,  that  travellers  are  permit- 
ted greater  liberty  in  obferving  every  part  of  the 
city,  than  can  reaibnably  be  expected  in  a  republic, 
whofe  fituation,  with  regard  to  the  French  and  Pied- 
montefe,  muft  tend  to  render  it  jealous  of  ftrangers* 
There  is  a  fine  ftone-bridge  over  the  Bonzevera,  and 
another  over  the  Bifagno  ;  the  former  wafhes  the  weft, 
and  the  latter  the  eaft  fide  of  the  city. 

The  harbour  of  Genoa,  t.hough  large,  is  far  from 
being  fafe ;  nor  is  it  poffible  to  defend  it  entirely 
againft  the  fouth-wind,  without  making  the  entrance 
fo  narrow,  as  to  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  commerce 
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of  the  city.     It  mufl,  however,  be  acknowleged,  that 
neither  care  nor  expence  is  wanting  for  rendering  it 
as  fafe  and  commodious  as  pomble  •,  the  mole,  which 
is  a  kind  of  wall  extended  on  the  left-fide  a  great  dis- 
tance into  the  fea,  has  been  lengthened  this  prefent 
year  thirty-five  paces  •,  fo  that  it  is  now  feven  hundred 
paces  long,  and  is  itill  to  be  continued  two  hundred 
paces  farther.      There   is  alfo   a  mole  on  the  right- 
hand  near  the  Final,  or  light-houie,  extended  feven 
hundred  and  icventy-four  common  paces  into  the  lea, 
and  is  defended  from  the  fury  of  the  waves  by  pro- 
digious pieces  of  rocks.    As  the  water  is  here  fo  deep, 
that  great  part  of  the  wall,  near  its  foundation,  mufl: 
have  been  built  by  divers,  affifted  by  bells,  and  other 
inventions  of  that  kind,    the  expence  attending  the 
work  mufl  have  been  immenie.     They  alfo  propofe 
to  extend  this  mole,  in  order  to  defend  the  mips  in 
the  harbour  from  the  fouth-weft  wind,  which  they 
call  Labeccio,  and  is  the  moil  dangerous  of  any.     In 
the  middle  of  the  harbour  is  a  ph.ee  called  the  Royal 
Bridge,  to  which  water  is  conveyed  by  pipes  from  the 
mountains  for  the  ufe  of  the  fhips.     The  dock  for  the 
republic's  gaiiies,  is  within  the  harbour. 

The  naval  power  of  Genoa,  which  formerlv  made 
fo  confpicuous  a  figure,  is  now  reduced  f-  ix  gal  lies 
only,  and  even  thefe  employed  chierly  in  fetching 
corn  from  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  carry  ing  out  the 
ladies  for  the  air.  The  iargeil  gallics  carry  from  fixty 
to  a  hundred  foldiers,  befide  three  hundred  and 
twenty  rowers,  fix  on  a  bench,  which  alio  ferves  them 
for  a  bed.  There  are  a  great  number  of  Turkiih. 
ilaves  in  the  Darfena  ;  their  afoect  is,  in  general,  vc  ry 
morale,  which  the  long  whiikers  they  wear,  have  not 
any  tendency  to  leilen.  They  wear  a  large  coarle 
cloak,  haying  a  hood  to  it  Like  that  of  the  Capuchins. 
They  have  their  liberty  in  th<  na,  but  not  in  the 

city,  where  they  fell   chc.  ..  .  lings 
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fmall  fliops  in  the  Darfena ;  and,  when  they  go  to* 
Marfeilles,  Corfica,  and  other  places,  advance  them 
fmall  fums  of  money  for  purchafing  different  kinds 
of  toys,  which  they  fell  again  at  Genoa  to  very  great 
advantage.  The  officers,  however,  take  care  to  have 
themfelves  part  of  the  profits.  Some  of  the  flaves 
are  alio  fupplied  with  goods  at  the  republic's  ware- 
houfes,  partly  for  ready  money,  and  partly  on  credit. 
But  none  of  them  are  fuffered  to  be  abfent  at  night 
from  the  Darfena,  where  they  are  then  conftantly 
muttered  and  locked  up.  No  perfon  who  takes  any 
(laves  from  the  Corfairs  of  Barbary,  are  hindered  from 
keeping  them ;  but  this  is  rarely  done,  they  being 
iifually  fold  to  the  republic,  which  has  the  bed  op- 
portunities both  of  employing  and  fecuring  them. 
They  are  chiefly  employed  in  knitting  {lockings  and 
caps,  meeting  with  far  more  indulgence  here,  than 
thofe  unhappy  Chriftians,  who  have  the  misfortune 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Corfairs  of  Barbary. 

It  is  common  to  divide  the  rowers  in  the  gallies 
into  three  claries  :  1.  Thofe  who,  through  poverty, 
fell  themfelves  for  a  term  of  years,  called  by  the 
French  Bonavoglies  :  the  Genoefe  give  only  fixty  or 
feventy  of  their  livres  to  thefe  poor  people  for  two 
years  fervice.  The  criminals,  who  are  ientenced  to 
the  gallies  for  a  longer  or  fhorter  term,  according  to 
the  nature  of  their  crimes.  3.  The  prifoners  taken 
from  the  Turks  or  the  piratical  ftates  of  Barbary. 
The  latter,  even  if  they  embrace  the  Chriitian  re- 
ligion, are  not  entitled  to  their  liberty ;  though  they 
often  obtain  it  by  means  of  their  good  behaviour,  or3 
at  leaft,  are  fettled  in  a  way  of  getting  a  comfort- 
able living.  Whenever  a  galley  engages  an  enemy-, 
the  Turkim  flaves,  and  thofe  condemned  for  life,  are 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  bench. 

The  Fanal,  or  light-houfe,  is  a  lofty  tower  afcended 
by  a  hundred  and  (ixty-fix  fteps,  and  built  on  a  large 
fortified  rock,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  harbour,  near 
the  fuburbs  of  St.  Peter  d'Arena.     Near  the  top  of 
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this  light-houfe,  and  on  the  fide  next  the  lea,  a  lan- 
thorn,  containing  thirty-fix  lamps,  is  fufpended  every 
night,  except  a  few  during  the  middle  of  the  fum- 
mer.  When  they  expect  a  fleet  of  mips,  they  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  lamps,  which,  at  a  diftance, 
appear  like  a  fingle  ftar.  When  the  watchman  on 
the  top  of  the  light-houfe  fees  a  fhip  at  a  diftance, 
he  hangs  out  a  fingle  bullet  as  a  fignal ;  when  more 
fhips  than  one  appear,  the  number  of  bullets  are  in- 
creafedj  the  number  of  bullets  always  equalling  the 
number  of  fhips,  unlefs  there  are  more  than  five, 
when  he  hangs  out  a  bullet  and  a  flag. 

The  badnefs  of  the  harbour,  and  extravagant  price 
of  commodities  greatly  check  the  commerce  of  Genoa, 
which,  deubtlefs,  would  otherwife  be  carried  to  a 
much   greater   height.     The  principal  manufactures 

elyets  and  dan.afks  •,  but,  bcfide  thefe,  they  carry 
on  a  .if1  lerable  trade  in  filks,  brocades,  lace,  gloves, 
fweetmeats,  fruiis,  oil,  Parmefan  cheefe,  anchovies, 
an     medicinal  drugs,  from  the  Levant. 

The  Enghih  have  a  conful,  but  no  merchants 
fettled  at  Genoa,  as  they  have  at  Leghorn.  Great 
numbers  of  French  Protectants  have,  however,  made 
choice  of  Genoa  for  their  afylum,  where  they  are 
kindly  received,  notwithstanding  their  different  tenets 
of  religion  ;  nor  is  any  notice  taken  of  the  frequent 
yifits  paid  them  by  the  chaplain  of  the  Proteftant  re- 
giment generally  quartered  at  Alexandria.  They 
have,  at  Genoa,  in  common,  with  the  other  Italian 
ftates,  a  court  of  inquifition  •,  but  no  very  Uriel;  in- 
quiries are  made  with  regard  to  foreigners. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  city,  p  infilling  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  are  faid  to  amount  to  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand.  Virgil,  Silius  Italicus,  Aufonius, 
and  other  authors,  arc  not  vcrv  favourable  in  their 
accounts  of  the  fidelity  and  honefty  of  the  Gcnoefe, 
formerly  called  Ligurians  ;  and  the  following  proverb 
is  ftill  applied   to   this  country,  and  its  inhabitants  : 

c  fenza  Ugno^  mare  fi 
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donnefenza  vergogna,  c  a  mountain  deftitute  of  wood, 

*  a  fea  deftitute  of  fifh,  a  nation  deftitute  of  honefty, 

*  and  women  deftitute  of  modefty.* 

It  muft,  however,  be  allowed,  that  the  policy  of  Ge- 
noa is  much  better  executed  than  in  many  other  ftates 
of  Italy.  You  may  walk  the  ftreets  in  the  night  with, 
the  greateft  fafety,  it  being  very  difficult  to  find  an 
inftance  of  any  perfon's  being  attacked  by  robbers 
or  afTafiins.  All  ranks  of  people  here  are  engaged 
in  trade,  fuch  afcendancy  has  the  defire  of  riches 
over  the  mind  of  man.  But  excefliye  fplendor  and 
luxury  are,  in  many  refpe&s,  reftrained  by  feveral 
falutary  laws.  No  perfon,  except  foreigners  and  the. 
eight  counfellors  of  ftate,  is  permitted  to  have  more 
than  one  footman  •,  ladies  of  confiderable  rank  are 
indeed,  be  fide  fuch  an  attendant,  allowed  a  page,  but 
his  age  muft  not  exceed  fourteen  years. 

What  feems  not  altogether  confiftent  with  the  re- 
gularity and  difcreet  conduct  of  the  female  fex,  is, 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  married  ladies  of  rank 
are  conftantly  waited  on  by  a  gentleman,  called  Ci- 
zifbeo,  who  walks  before  their  chair  in  the  ftreets, 
holds  the  holy  water  to  them  at  church,   and  per- 
forms all  the  little  ceremonious  offices  ufual  among 
lovers.     Some  ladies  have  feveral  of  thefe  humble 
and  obfequious  attendants,  among  whom   the  little 
offices  are  divided  •,  one  attends  her  abroad,  another 
provides  for  the  table  \   a  third  directs  the  parries  of 
pleafure  j   a  fourth  the  gaming-table,  &c.     And,   in 
proportion   to   the   number  of  thefe  officious  gentle- 
men, the.  lady  is  valued  for  beauty  and  wit.     They 
all  pretend  to  no  more  than  Platonic  love  ;  and,  in- 
deed, one  would  almoft  be  tempted  to  imagine,  that 
the  hufbands  were  really  convinced  that  nothing  was 
to  be  apprehended  :  for  the  Genoefe,  who  are  as  jea- 
lous as   any  other  Italians,    muft  well  know  to  what 
heights  fuch  intimacies  are  often  carried,  as  they  them- 
felves  perform  the  fame  offices  to  other  married  la- 
dies. 
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dies.  There  is,  however,  no  obligation  for  admit- 
ting this  cuflom  ;  time  and  the  general  practice  are 
all  it  has  to  plead. 

The  young  ladies  of  Genoa  are  rarely  fcen,  their 
youth  being  generally  fpent  in  the  confines  of  a  cloif- 
ter.  The  married  ladies  generally  wear  black,  ei- 
ther filk  or  velvet ;  for,  after  the  jfirft  year  of  their 
marriage,  they  are  rarely  indulged  in  chufing  what 
colours  they  pleafe. 

1  !  "re  are  two  clafles  of  nobility  at  Genoa,  the  old 
anc,  ■'.     The  families  of  Doria,   Fieichi,   Spi- 

nola,  Grimaldij  and  Imperiali,  are  at  the  head  of 
the  former.  Fprmerly,  the  Juftiniani  were  of  the 
fame  clafs,  but  they  have  lately  abandoned  it,  and 
placed  themfelves  at  the  head  of  the  new  nobility,  of 
which  there  are  about  five  hundred  families.  Both 
claries  are  equally  preferred  to  public  emplovments ; 
but  the  old,  in  other  refpects,  look  with  contempt 
upon  the  new.  All  the  families  of  both  clafTes,  thole 
or  Doria  and  Spinola  excepted,  are  engaged  in  trade, 
as  merchants  or  bankers.  But  the  molt  diftinguilhed 
for  commerce,  among  the  nobility  are  the  Fallavi- 
cini.  It  muffc,  however,  be  owned,  that  notwith- 
standing the  exorbitant  wealth  of  many  private  per- 
fons,  the  ftate  is  far  from  rich.  The  new  nobility 
have  a  particular  walk  on  the  left  fide  of  the  ex- 
change- and  the  old,  on  the  right.  The  la  ter  in- 
deed, are  not  excluded  from  walking  with  the  former, 
but  neither  they  nor  the  citizens  are  permitted  to  mix 
with  the  latter. 

The  form  of  government  at  Genoa  is  ariftocratical, 
and  the  nobles  muft  be  affembled  before  any  affair 
of  importance  can  be  transacted.  The  t\o^  has  no- 
thing more  than  a  fhadow  of  fovereign  power,  and 
even  that  little  expires,  with  his  office,  at  the  end  of 
two  years.  When  the  di'putes  in  thefe  biennial  elec- 
tions cannot  be  determined,  they  aire  often  adjourned 
for  eight  days,  during  which  interval,  the   oidrir.  le- 
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Siator  conducts  the  government.  A  pcrfon  may  be 
cleded  doge  without  being  previously  a  fenator:,  but 
no  perfon  can  be  a  candidate  for  this  fupreme  office 
of  the  republic,  under  fifty  years  of  age.  Frequently, 
the  vote  of  a  poor  nobleman  may  be  procured  for 
fifty  or  fixty  Louis  d'ors :  and  it  is  reported  at  Ge- 
noa, that,  fome  time  fince,  a  fenator,  in  neceflltous 
circumftances,  being  obliged  to  go  a  journey,  afked 
a  rich  member,  belonging  to  the  fame  clafs,  to  lend 
him  a  cloak  ;  but  was  refufed.  Soon  after,  the  poor 
nobleman  coming  into  the  fenate  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, the  wealthy  fenator,  who  wanted  only  one  vote 
to  be  elected  doge,  applied  to  him,  uiing  all  the  Tooth- 
ing methods,  attended  with  the  greateft  proinifes,  to 
obtain  his  voice  •,  but  the  poor  fenator  declared, 
6  That,  as  his  neighbour  had  lately  fuffered  him  to 
'  go  a  journey  without  a  cloak,  he  intended,  in  re- 
e  turn,  to  let  him  go  home  without  a  cap  -,'  alluding 
to  that  worn  by  the  doge. 

The  doge,  with  his  family,  refides  in  a  palace  be- 
longing to  the  republic,  having  eight  fenators  as  a 
council  to  affifr  him  in  the  government.  His  life- 
guard confifts  of  two  hundred  Germans,  at  prefent 
commanded  by  baron  Ifengerde.  Their  uniform  is 
red  turned  up  with  blue  ;  but  that  of  the  Corfican 
corps,  blue  turned  up  with  red.  The  bombardiers, 
who  wear  bayonets,  have  reel  coats  and  leather  wdib 
coats ;  and  the  reft  of  the  foldiers  white  coats  faced 
with  blue.  The  whole  number  of  troops,  maintained, 
at  prefent  by  the  republic,  amounts  to  five  thoufand  ; 
and  thefe  are  Continually  in  garriion  at  Savona,  Sar- 
zana,  Novi,  Gavi,  Spezza,  Ventirnilia,  and  in  the 
caftles  and  fortified  towns  of  the  ifland  of  Corfica. 

The  doge,  when  he  affifts  at  proceffions,  is  dreiled 
in  a  crimfon  velvet  or  filk,  and  the  fenators  Who  fol- 
low him,  in  black. 

During  the  doge's  adminiftration,  he  is  filled  Se- 
renita  ;  but,  after  the  expiration  of  his  office,  only 
Excelleriza,  a  tide  common  to  all  fenators ;  and  it  is 
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faid,  that  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  when  the  doge's  term 
of  government  is  expired,  makes  him  the  following 
compliment :  '  Your  ferenity  having  accomplished 
'  the  term  of  your  government,  your  excellency  may 

*  now  retire  from  the  republic's  palace  to  your  own 

*  refidence.'  The  nobles  are  filled  illujlrijjlmi ;  but, 
as  they  are  never  wanting  in  title,  we  commonly 
hear  a  perfon  ftiled  illufirijfimo  Cf?  excellent  ij/i-mo  /ignore \ 
or,  illufirijjima  excellenza  •,  the  latter  is  given  to  all 
phyficians,  but  is  lefs  honourable  than  excelkntijfimo 
£f?  illujlrijjimo  /ignore^  the  latter  including  thofe  who 
are  of  noble  extraction. 

The  palace  appointed  for  the  doge  is  both  an  an- 
cient and  elegant  ftrufture,  fituated  near  the  center 
of  the  city.  The  apartments  on  the  left-hand  are 
allotted  to  the  doge,  whofe  table,  during  the  two 
years  of  his  administration,  is  maintained  at  the  pub- 
lic expence.  In  the  court  of  the  palace,  on  the  left- 
hand  of  the  large  portal,  is  a  white  marble  ftatue  of 
Andrew  Doria,  with  an  infeription,  in  which  that 
great  man  is  ftiled,  the  Reftorer  of  the  ancient  liberty 
of  the  Republic. 

The  afpeel  of  this  illuftrious  perfon  has  in  it  fome- 
thing  very  martial,  or  rather  fierce,  which  is  in- 
creafed  by  the  enormous  length  of  beard  and  whifkers 
on  the  upper  lip ;  ornaments  long  lince  diluted: 
Over  againft  this  ftatue  Hands  that  of  his  kiniinan 
and  heir,  John  Andrea  Doria,  much  in  the  fame  tafte, 
with  an  infeription,  calling  him  the  Prekrver  of  his 
country's   liberty. 

The  afcent  from  the  court  to  the  great  ball  is  by 
ght  of  very   low  white  marble  fteps :  here  the 
doge  is  elected,  and  public  audience  given  to  foi< 
minifters.     It  is  extremely  beautiful,   lofty,  anil  well 
lighted.     In  this  hall  are  fix  white  marble  itati: 
it  for  their  Liberality  to  the  public. 

in  the  ber,   into  which  there 

is  a  pafifage  from  this  hall,  is  an  elegant  piece,  re- 
prefenting    the   inhabitants  of  Genoa  receiving   the 

allies 
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aflies  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  painted  by  Solimene. 
Here  is  alfo  a  fine  piece  of  the  difcovery  of  America, 
by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  a  native  of  Genoa.  The 
expulfion  of  Juftiniani  from  Scio,  by  Soliman,  who 
inhumanly  murdered  all  the  children  of  that  family, 
is  finely  painted  on  the  middle  of  the  cieling  by  Por~ 
denone. 

Over  the  entrance  of  the  arfenal,  to  which  there 
is  a  paffage  from  the  hall  of  audience,  is  a  roftrum 
of  a  fhip  belonging  to  the  ancient  Romans.  Its  length 
is  about  three  fpans,  and  its  greateft  thicknefs  two 
thirds  of  a  foot.  It  was  difcovered  in  the  year  1597, 
when  the  harbour  was  cleaned.  Above  twenty-five 
thoufand  mufkets  are  depofited  in  the  arfenal ;  and 
among  other  curiofities,  a  fhield,  in  which  are  fixed 
a  hundred  and  twenty  piftol-barrels,  forty  of  which 
may  be  fired  at  one  time :  and  alfo  the  armour  of 
feveral  ladies  of  Genoa,  who  joined  in  a  croifade  to 
to  the  Holy  Land,  in  the  year  1301,  under  pope 
Boniface  VIII.  ,  and  in  the  archives  are  depofited 
three  letters  of  the  prelate,  concerning  this  expe- 
dition. 

In  the  new  fquare  before  the  doge's  palace,  is  a 
daily  market,  Sundays  not  excepted,  for  garden- 
fluff.  And,  what  is  very  remarkable,  green  peafe, 
artichokes,  water-melons,  together  with  hyacinths, 
and  other  flowers  blown  in  perfection,  are  expofed  to 
fale  here  in  the  middle  of  January. 

The  Strada  Nuova  is  the  fineit  ftreet  in  the  whole 
city  •,  it  was  laid  out,  and  the  principal  palaces  in  k 
built  by  Alexio  Galeazzi,  an  architect  of  Perugia. 
Ten  or  twelve  of  thefe  palaces  are  remarkable  for 
beauty  and  magnificence,  efpecially  thole  of  Dona, 
Pallavicini,  Lercari,  Carrega,  &c.  Thefe  palaces 
have  elegant  hanging  gardens  and  orangeries,  fup- 
ported  by  flone  pillars,  equal  in  height  to  the  firfl 
flory,  which  opens  into  them.  The  following  motto 
is  placed  over  the  entrance  of  the  Doria  palace:  Nulli 
certa  domus%  e  We  have  here  no  fettled  habitation.' 

Over 
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Over  the  door  of  the  doge's  palace  the  fame  words 
are  written,  and  leem  very  properly  adapted  to  the 
fhort  continuance  of  that  magistrate.     The  Pallavi- 
cini    palace  has  this  motto  :  Sapientia  tdificabitur  de- 
rmis, '  A  houfe  fhall  be  eftablifhed  by  wifdom.'     An 
elegant  fquare  or  market-place,  where  the  Negroni 
have  a  beautiful  palace,  terminates  the  Strada  Nuova. 
The  Strada  Balbi  is  nearly  equal  to   the  Strada 
Nuova  in  beauty,  and  fuperior  in  length  and  breadth. 
It  is  adorned  with  two  palaces  belonging  to  the  Balbi 
family,  the  Jefuits  college,  and  the  palace  of  Du- 
razzo.     The  latter  greatly  excels  every  other  private 
building  in  the  whole  city,  and   is  an  hundred  and 
twenty  common  paces  in  front ;  nor  is  the  furniture 
unequal  to  its  magnificent  appearance.     Here  are  fe- 
veral  capital  paintings  •,  and  the  third  flory  has  round 
it  an  open  gallery,  from  whence  there  is  a  beautiful 
profpect  of  the  harbour  and  the  fea,  and  leads  to  an 
elegant  garden,   decorated  with  fountains  and  groves 
of  orano-e  and  citron-trees.     A  o-arden  of  the  fame 
kind  may  be  feen  at  the  palace  of  prince  Doria,  fitu- 
ated  near  the  light-houfe  :   and  behind  the  garden 
was  formerly  a  ftone  wharf,  from  whence  the  family 
could  flep  into  their  barge.     Charles  V.  lodged  ibme 
time  in  this  palace  ;  and,  during  his  flay,  apartments 
were  fuddenly  run  up,  at  the  end  of  which  the  em- 
peror,   to  his  aftonifhment,   found  a  yacht  ready  to 
receive  him,  and  a  fplendid  entertainment  prepared 
for  his   reception       All  the   gold  and  filver  plate, 
when  taken  from  the  emperor's  table,  was,  by  prince 
Doria's  order?,  thrown   into  the  fea-,   but  aire   had 
been  previoufly  taken  to  fpread  nets  all  round  the 
veiTel.     The   Spanifh   noblemen  in  the  emperor's  re- 
tinue, ignorant  of  this  contrivance,  could  not  con- 
ceal their  aftonifhm  fuch  extravagant  actions  3 
and,    that  thev  might  not  think  any  part  ot  this  pro- 
digious quantity  of  plate  borrowed,  an  inferipoon, 
in  !  .          .   was  placed  en  the  front  of  the  palace, 

oppo- 
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oppofite  to  the  Fanal,  Signifying,  f  That  nothing  in 
*  that  houfe  was  borrowed.' 

In  the  middle  of  a  fountain,  on  the  right  fide  of 
the  walk  between  the  palace  and  the  garden,  is  the  Sta- 
tue of  a  fea-monfter,  faid  to  have  been  taken  alive. 
Its  forepart  refembles  a  fatyr,  with  two  fmail  horns ; 
but  behind,  it  has  a  double  tail  of  a  fifh,  placed  in  an 
erect  pofition.  Another  fountain,  much  larger  than 
the  former,  is  decorated  with  feveral  Statues,  parti- 
cularly a  gigantic  one,  of  Andrew  Doria,  with  the 
fymbols  of  Neptune,  in  a  triumphal  car,  drawn  by 
three  large  horfes.  All  the  embellifhments  of  this  - 
fountain,  in  the  center  of  which  the  above  group  is 
placed,  are  cut  out  of  one  fingle  block  of  marble. 

Andrew  Doria,  after  a  life  of  ninety-three  years, 
during  which,  he  performed  a  feries  of  the  molt  ho- 
nourable actions,  died  in  the  year  1560.  And  the  fe- 
nate,  as  a  public  testimony  of  their  gratitude,  for  the 
many  eminent  fervices  he  performed  for  his  country, 
fends  annually,  on  the  15th  of  September,  the  cap- 
tain of  the  palace,  attended  by  two  hundred  Soldiers, 
with  the  keys  of  the  city,  to  the  prince  of  Doria,'  who 
always  entertains  them  in  an  elegant  manner,  and  dis- 
plays, on  this  occafion,  his  valuable  collection  of  pic- 
tures, plate,  tapefcry,  and  other  rich  furniture  of  his 
palace.  The  princes  of  Doria  enjoy  another  privi- 
lege, as  a  further  mark  of  the  republic's  gratitude, 
being  allowed  to  .  wear  theif  Swords  in  the  city  •,  a 
privilege  denied  to  all  except  Strangers,  and  the  nobles 
when  fetting  out  on  a  journey. 

The  Doria  family  may  boaft  of  a  fucceflion  of  he- 
roes, not  eafily  paralleled  in  any  other.  The  prefent 
prince  is  no  Stranger  to  naval  affairs,  and  a  few  years 
iince  had  a  fquadron  of  gallies ;  but,  to  aToid  dis- 
putes with  the  republic,  occasioned  by  his  Sometimes 
affifling  the  French,  and  at  other  times  the  Auffiria'ns, 
he  fold  his  fleet.  His  annual  revenue  is  Said  to 
amount  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  phiiif.  pi,  each 

3  *  philippi 
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philippi  being  equal  to  four  Piedmontefe  livres,  four- 
teen iols  and  a  half. 

From  the  fecond  ftory  of  the  aforefaid  palace  is  a 
palTage,  which  goes  over  a  little  bridge  into  another 
garden,  laid  out  in  a  beautiful  variety  of  compart- 
ments along  the  fide  of  the  mountain.  And,  among 
other  things,  one  fees,  on  its  top,  a  gigantic  itatue 
of  Jupiter,  in  flucco,  with  the  left  foot  refting  on  a 
large  dog,  under  which  is  an  epitaph  in  Italian,  im- 
porting, that  his  fidelity  and  good  nature  intitled  him 
to  that  monument ;  and  from  the  practice  of  both 
which  good  qualities  while  alive,  it  was  thought  but 
juftice  to  depofit  his  remains  near  Jupiter,  of  whole 
royal  protection  he  was  truly  worthy.  He  lived  eleven 
years  and  ten  months,  and  died  September  7,  at 
five  in  the  evening,  1605. 

Such  as  may  be  furprifed,  that  a  public  monument 
fhould  be  erected  to  a  dog,  and  even  the  hour  of  his 
death  particularly  mentioned,  will  doubtlefs  think  it 
more  extravagant,  that  he  had  five  hundred  philippi 
a  year  fettled  on  him  for  his  maintenance.  Spar- 
tian,  in  the  20th  chapter  of  the  life  of  Hadrian,  re- 
lates, that  this  emperor  was  fuch  a  lover  of  hories 
and  dogs,  that  he  caufed  monuments  to  be  erected 
to  their  memory.  The  heroic  king  of  Sweden, 
Charles  XII.  was  fo  fond  of  his  dog  Pompey,  which 
always  attended  him,  that,  upon  the  creature's  dy- 
ing in  Poland,  he  ordered  his  remains  to  be  lent  into 
Sweden,  that  he  might  have  the  honour  of  being;  inter- 
red  in  his  native  country.  But  thole,  who,  from  his 
care  of  his  favourite  dog,  thought  he  could  not  fail  of 
rewarding  the  iervices  of  his  faithful  (u  were  mil- 

taken  :  for  he  never  indicated  the  lealt  emotion  of  pity 
for  thofe  who  had  facrificed  their  lives  for  him  at  Stral- 
lund,  the  illand  of  Rugen,  or  other  places.  The  lo- 
vers of  well  turned  epitaphs  on  dogs  will  rind  luffi- 
cient  matter  of  entertainment  in  Lipfius's  Select 
Epiftles,  Golnitz's  Itinerary,  and  1-erari's  Works. 

4  S.  Pietro 
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51.  Pietro  d'Arena,  the  fuburbs  on  the  Fanal  or 
iight-hoiife  fide,  is  a  moft  charming  place,  finely  de- 
corated with  elegant  gardens  and  fummer-houfes  : 
but  the  Villa  Imperiale,  where  the  prefent  emprefs 
lodged  twice,  deferves  particular  notice. 

The  celebrated  mufaeum  of  Micconi  is  ftill  at  Ge- 
noa ;  but  the  owner  being  employed  in  moving  his 
goods  to  another  houfe,  I  could  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  it. 

The  buildings  cohfecrated  to  religion  in  this  city 
are  thirty- ieven  parifh  churches,  of  which  twenty  are 
collegiate,  feventeen  monasteries,  and  two  large  hof- 
pitals. 

In  a  chapel  of  the  cathedral,  which  is  dedicated 
to  St.  Laurence,  are  kept,  with  the  greateft  venera- 
tion, the  remains  of  St.  John  the  Baptift.  This  cha- 
pel is  on  the  left-hand  of  the  entrance  into  the  cathe- 
dral, and  in  it  thirty  filver  lamps  are  kept  continu- 
ally burning.  The  altar  is  fupported  by  five  pillars 
of  porphyry,  and  decorated  with  a  painting  by  Van- 
dyck. 

In  this  church  is  a  large  emerald  difh,  faid  to  be 
3  prefent  from  the  queen  of  Sheba  to  king  Solomon, 
by  whom  it  was  afterwards  ufed  for  the  pafchal  lamb  ; 
and  by  our  Saviour  at  his  lafl  fupper :  and  the  re- 
public of  Genoa  either  received  it  as  its  fhare  of  the 
plunder  of  the  city  of  Cssfarea,  in  the  year  1  ioi,  or 
is  indebted  for  it  to  the  generofity  of  Baldwin,  king 
of  Jerufalem.  This  valuable  curiofity,  which  can- 
not be  feen  without  pemiiinon  from  the  archbiihop* 
is  of  a  circular  form,  with  a  hexagonal  rim.  Its  dia- 
meter is  two  common  palms,  arid  its  circumference 
five  palms  wanting  one  inch.  It  is  formed  out  of  one 
fingle  emerald,  and  is  entirely  plain,  without  any 
carving;  or  fculpture.  Persians  the  emerald  I  before 
mentioned,  at  the  convent  of  ReichneaU  in  Boden- 
fee,  is  the  only  one"  in  Europe  equal  to  this  in  di- 
mensions. 

Vol,  IV.  D  d  The 
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The  church  of  St.  Dominic  is  finely  decorated  with 
marble  fculpiure  ;  but  it  is  more  remarkable  for  a  fine 
painting  of  Csefar  Procaccino,  reprefenting  the  cir- 
cumcifion  of  Chrift.  The  tribunal  of  the  inquifition 
is  held  in  the  Dominican  convent,  to  which  this 
church  belongs.  The  church  of  the  fame  name,  be- 
longing to  the  Dominican  -puns,  near  the  church  of 
St.  Luke,  mould  alio  be  vifited  by  travellers. 

Between  the  Piazzo  Sarfano  and  St.  Mary's  church 
is  a  broad  ftreet,  belonging  to  the  Sauli  family  -,  and 
at  the  end  of  this  ftreet  is  a  ftone  bridge,  connecting 
two  eminences  in  the  city,  formerly  leparated  by  a 
deep  valley.  It  is  impoffible  to  view  this  bridge  with- 
out aftoniihment,  its  height  being  near  ninety  feet  -, 
and  confifts  of  one  (mall  and  three  large  arches  ;  the 
latter  are  elevated  ten  or  twelve  feet  above  feveral 
houfes  five  or  fix  ftories  high,  being  built  crofs  a 
large  ftreet.  This  extraordinary  bridge  is  forty-five 
feet  in  breadth,  and  an  hundred  and  feventy  paces 
in  length.  The  diameter  of  the  middle  arch,  un- 
der which  there  are  feveral  houfes,  is  above  thirty 
paces.  One  of  the  Sauli  family,  who  is  ftill  alive, 
but  without  any  child,  from  a  defire  of  perpetuating 
his  memory,  rinilhcd  this  work  at  a  vaft  expence ; 
and  the  republic,  as  a  teftimony  of  its  gratitude,  has 
erected,  in  the  doge's  palace,  a  ftatue  to  his  me- 
mory. 

There  are  fome  fine  Frefco  paintings  by  Francif- 
china  de  Bologna,  belide  other  pictures  by  Piola,  in 
the  church  of  St.  Philippo  Neri,  belonging  to  the 
fathers  of  the  oratory.  In  this  church,  every  Sun- 
day evening,  during  the  winter  feafon,  an  oratorio, 
founded  on  fome  fcripture  hiftory,  is  performed.  This 
is  fucceeded  by  a  fermon  of  near  half  an  hour ;  and 
the  whole  concludes  with  a  grand  piece  of  church 
mufic.  There  can  be  no  great  objection  againft  a 
performance  of  this  kind,  as  it  is  evidently  calculated 
to  prevent  people  from  running  into  ill  company,. 
.  and,   at  the  lame  time,   to  endeavour,   by  every  me- 
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thod  of  perfuafion,  to  imprefs  on  their  minds  the 
duties  of  morality  and  religion  ;  but  the  fu  miner's 
diverfion  by  thefe  fathers  cannot  claim  an  equal  in- 
dulgence. They  have,  without  St.  Thomas's  gate, 
near  prince  Doria's  palace,  a  fine  garden,  in  which 
is  a  beautiful  ftructure.  Here  feveral  frames,  as 
draughts,  chefs,  and  billiards,  are  permitted  every 
Sunday  in  the  afternoon  •,  they  have  indeed  excepted 
cards  and  dice.  It  rriuft  however  be  owned,  that  they 
play  only  or  ave  marias,  pater-nofters,  &c.  not  for 
money ;  and,  accordingly,  when  a  fet  breaks  up, 
the  lofers  repair  to  an  image  of  the  Virgin,  and  there, 
on  their  knees,  difcharge  the  debt.  As  foon  as  the 
evening  approaches,  all  play  ceafes,  and  the  fathers 
perform  an  oratorio ;  then  one  of  them  makes  a  fpi- 
ritnal  exhortation,  and  the  whole  concludes  with  a 
folemn  piece  of  church  mufic.  As  the  fathers  en- 
deavour, by  thefe  meetings,  to  prevent  the  com- 
monalty from  joining  their  riotous  companions,  and 
gratify  their  prepofterous  pafilon  for  gaming,  with- 
out any  prejudice  to  their  families  and  fortune,  the 
deftgn  itfelf  cannot  be  condemned ;  but  can  the 
abufe  of  the  name  of  God  in  thefe  laft  prayers,  where 
the  attention  is  not  engaged,  be  juftified  ?  Surely 
they  cannot  be  faid  to  be  edifying,  if  indeed  they  are 
lawful. 

When  a  fmgle  perfon  is  buried,  a  kind  of  garland, 
formed  of  all  forts  of  artificial  flowers,  is  placed  on 
the  coffin.  But,  at  the  funerals  of  perfons  of  dis- 
tinction, the  religious  fraternities  walk  in  proceffion, 
having  white  hoods  drawn  over  their  faces,  and  flam- 
beaux in  their  hands,  which  they  carry  in  an  liorfi 
zontal  pofition,  that  poor  children  may  earn  a  few 
fols,  by  catching  the  wax  which  perpetually  drops 
from  them  upon  papers  The  intention  is  doubtlefs. 
commendable  ;  but  the  folemnity  is  not  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  the  number  of  ragged  boys  every  where 
mixed  with  the  procefiiom 

Dd2  Before 
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Before  I  conclude  it  is  necefiary  to  obferve,  that 
though  the  entertainment  at  the  inns  of  Genoa  is  lb- 
much  preferable  to  that  at  Turin,  yet  a  traveller  will 
have  no  reaibn  to  boaft  •,  efpecLlly  if  he  neglects  to 
bargain  fur  every  thing  before  he  receives  it.  Their 
wine  is  none  of  the  belt ;  but  this  is  not  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  landlords ;  for  they  are  obliged  to  fetch, 
all  their  wine  from  the  vaults  of  the  republic,  where 
it  is  delivered  in  fealcd  bottles.  And  as  the  inn- 
keeper gains  nothing  more  than  the  bottles  in  the 
fale  of  the  wine,  he  always  takes  care  to  make  him- 
felf  amends  in  other  articles. 

The  republic,  befide  this  monopoly  of  wine,  deals 
alio  in  corn,  none  of  that  commodity  being  fold  in 
the  market,  fo  that  every  baker  is  obliged  to  pur- 
chafe  it  at  the  pubic  granaries. 

[Lady  Wortley  Montague  gives  feveral  particulars 
and  obfervations  relating  to  Genoa,  which  will  illuf- 
trate  the  foregoing  account. 

c  Genoa  is  fituated  in  a  vcrv  fine  bay,  and  beings 
built  on  a  riling  hill  interrnixed  with  gardens,  and 
beautified  with  the  molt  excellent  architecture,  gives 
a  very  fine  profpect  off  at  lea  •,  though  it  loft  much 
of  its  beauty  in  my  eyes,  having  been  accuftomed  to 

that  of  Conftarttiridple. The  Genoeie  were  once 

mailers  of  feveral  iilands.  in  the  Archipelago,  and  all 
that  part  of  ConftantiriOple  which  is  now  called.  Ga- 
lata.  Their  betraying  the  Chiiuian  caufe,  by  faci- 
litating the  Caking  of  Conitantinople  by  the  Turk, 
ferved  what  has  fmce  happened  to  them,  even  the 
lols  of  all  their  cOnqiiefts  on  that  fide  to  thofe  infi- 
dels. They  are  at  prefent  far  from  rich,  and  are  de- 
fpifed  by  the  French,  fince  their  doge  was  i 
the  late  king  to  go  in  pjcrion  to  Paris,  to  afk 

ns  of  France  over  the 
houi.  being  ljpattered  with  dung  in  the 

night      This,   I    fa]  force  of  the 

Spanifh  fadtion,  which  ftiU  makes  up  the  m 
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;here,  though  they  dare  not  openly  declare  it.  The 
ladies  affe6t  the  French  habit,  and  are  more  genteel 
than  thofe  they  imitate.  I  do  not  doubt  but  the  icuf- 
tom  of  Cicifbei's  has  very  much  improved  their  airs. 
I  know  not  whether  you  ever  heard  of  thofe  animals. 
Upon  my.  word,  nothing  but  my  own  eyes  could 
have  convinced  me  there  were  any  fuch  upon  earth. 
The  fafhion  begun  here,  and  is  now  received  all  over 
Italy,  where  the  hufbands  are  not  fuch  terrible  crea- 
tures as  we  reprefent  them.  There  are  none  among 
them  fuch  brutes,  as  to.  pretend  to  find  fault  with  a 
cultom  fo  well  efcabliilied,  and  fo  politically  founded, 
fmce  I  am  affured  that  it  was  an  expedient,  firft  found 
out  by  the  fenate,  to  put  an  end  to  thofe  family 
hatreds,  which  tore  their  flate  to  pieces,  and  to  find 
employment  for  thofe  young  men,  who  were  forced 
to  cut  one  another's  throats,  pour,  pajfer  le  temps  ;  and 
it  has  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  fince  the  inftitution  of 
Cicifbey,  there  has  been  nothing  but  peace  and  good 
humour  amongft  them.  Thefe  are  gentlemen  who 
devote  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  a  particular  lady, 
(1  mean  a  married  one,  for  the  virgins  are  all  invi- 
lible,  and  confined  to  convents:)  they  are  obliged 
to  wait  on  her  to  all  public  places,  fuch  as  the  plays, 
operas,  and  afTemblies,  (which  are  called  here  con- 
ventions) where  they  wait  behind  her  chair,  take 
care  of  her  fan  and  gloves,  if  fhe  plays ;  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  whifpers,  &c. -When  fhe  goes  out,   they 

ferve  her  inftead  oflacquies,  gravely  trotting  by  her 
,chair.  'Tis  their  bufmefs  to  prepare  for  her  a  pre- 
fent  againft  any  day  of  public  appearance  -,  in  ihort, 
they  are  to  fperid  all  their  time  and  money  in  her 
fervice,  who  rewards  them  accordingly  (for  opportu- 
nity they  want  none)  but  the  hufband  is  not  to  have 
the  impudence  to  fuppofe  this  any  other  than  pure 
Platonic  friendship,  it  is  true,  they  endeavour  to 
give  her  a  Cicifbei  of  their  own  chufing  ;  but  when 
the  lady  happens  not  to  be  of  the  fame  tafte,  as  that 
soften  happens;  fhe  never  fails  to  bring  it  about  to 
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have  one  of  her  own  fancy.  In  former  times,  one 
beauty  uled  to  have  eight  or  ten  of  thefe  humble  ad- 
mirers ;  but  thofe  days  of  plenty  and  humility  are 
no  more.  Men  grow  more  fcarce  and  faucy,  and 
every  lady  is  forced  to  content  herfelf  with  one  at  a 
time. 

You  may  fee  in  this  place  the  glorious  liberty  of  a  re- 
public, or,  more  properly,  of  an  ariftocracy,  the  com- 
mon people  being  here  as  arrant  flaves  as  the  French  •, 
but  the  old  nobles  pay  little  refpect  to  the  doge,  who 
is  but  two  years  in  his  office,  and  whofe  wife,  at  that 
very  time,  affumes  no  rank  above  another  lady.  It 
is  true,  the  family  of  Andrea  Doria  (that  great  man 
who  reftored  them  that  liberty  they  enjoy)  have  fome 
particular  privileges.  When  the  fenate  found  it  ne- 
cefTary  to  put  a  flop  to  the  luxury  of  drefs,  forbid- 
ding the  wearing  of  jewels  and  brocades,  they  left 
them  at  liberty  to  make  what  expence  they  pleafed. 
I  look  with  great  pleafure  on  the  ftatue  of  that 
hero,  which  is  in  the  court  belonging  to  the  houle 
of  duke  Doria.  This  puts  me  in  mind  of  their  pa- 
laces, which  I  can  never  defcribe  as  I  ought. 

Is  it  not  enough  that  1  fay,  they  are  moft  of  them  the 
defipn  of  Palladio  ?  The  ftreet  called  Strada  Nova, 
is  perhaps  the  moft  beautiful  line  of  building  in  the 
world.  I  muft  particularly  mention  the  vaft  palaces 
of  Durazzo,  thofe  of  the  two  Balbi,  joined  together 
by  a  magnificent  colonade,  that  of  the  Imperiale,  at 
this  village  of  St.  Pierre  d'Arena,  and  another  of  the 
Doria.  The  perfection  of  architecture,  and  the  ut- 
moft  profufion  of  rich  furniture  are  to  be  feen  here, 
difpofed  with  the  moft  elegant  tafte,  and  lavifh  mag- 
nificence. But  I  am  charmed  with  nothing  lb  much 
:-s  the  collection  of  pictures  by  the  pencils  of  Raphael. 
Paulo  Veronefe,  Titian,  Caracci,  Michael  Angelo, 
Guido  and  Correggio ;  which  two  I  mention  la.ll  as. 
my  particular  favourites.  I  own,  I  can  find  no  plea- 
fure in  objects  of  horror  ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the 
more  naturally  a  crucifix  is  reprefented,  the  more 
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jdifagreeable  it  is.     Thefe  my  beloved  painters  fkew 
nature,  and  iliew  it  in  the  moll  charming  light.' 

Dr.  Smollet,  who  was  at  Genoa  in  1 J65,  furnilhes 
us  alfo  with  the  following  remarks. 

'  It  is  not  without  reafon  that  Genoa  is  called  La 
Superba. — The  city  is  very  {lately,  and  the  nobles  are 
v^ry  proud.      Some  few  of  them  may  be  proud  of 
their  wealth  :  but,  in  general,  their  fortunes  are  veiy 
fmall.     Many  Genoefe  noblemen  are  faid  to  have  for- 
tunes of  half  a  million  of  livres  per  annum  :    but  the 
truth  is,  the  whole  revenue  of  the  (late  does  not  ex- 
ceed this  fum  ■,  and  the  livre  of  Genoa  is  about  nine 
pence  llerling.     There  are  about  half  a  dozen  of  their 
nobles  who  have  ten  thoufand  a  year  :  but  the  majority 
have  not  above  a  twentieth  part  of  that  fum.     They 
live  with  great  parfimony  in  their  families ;  and  wear 
nothing  but  black  in  public  ;  ib  that  their  expences 
are  but  fmall.     Jf  a  Genoefe  nobleman  gives  an  en- 
tertainment once  a  quarter,  he  is  faid  to  live  upon  the 
fragments  all  the  rell  of  the  year.     I  was  told  that 
one  of  them  lately  treated  his  friends,    and  left  the 
entertainment  to  the  care  of  his  fon,  who  ordered  a 
difh  of  fiHi  that  colt  a  zechine,  which  is  equal  to  about 
ten  millings  flerling.     The  old  gentleman  no  fooner 
faw  it  appear  on  the  table,   than  unable  to  fupprefs 
his  concern,  he  burft  into  tears  and  exclaimed,   /lb 
FigViuolo  indegno  !    Sumo  in  Rovina !    Siamo  in  preci- 
pizio ! 

I  think  the  pride  or  orientation  of  the  Italians  in 
general  takes  a  more  laudable  turn  than  of  other  na- 
tions. A  Frenchman  lays  out  his  whole  revenue  upon 
tawdry  fuits  of  deaths,  or  in  furnifhing  a  magnifi- 
cent repas  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  dimes,  one  half  of 
which  are  not  eatable,  nor  intended  to  be  eaten.  His 
wardrobe  goes  to  the  fripier ;  his  di  flies  to  the  dogs, 
and  after  his  dec e ale  no  vellige  of  him  remains.  A 
Genoefe,  on  the  other  hand,  keeps  himfelf  and  his 
family  at  fhort  allowance,  that  he  may  lave  money  to 
build  palaces  and  churches,  which  remain  to  afcer- 
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ages  fo  many  monuments  of  his  tafte,  piety,  and  mu-r 
nificence  •,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  give  employment 
and  bread  to  the  poor  and  induitrious.  There  are 
fome  Qenode  nobles  who  have  each  five  or  fix  ele- 
gant palaces  magnificently  furnifhed,  either  in  the 
city,  or  in  different  parts  of  the  Riveria.  The  two 
ftreets  called  Strada  Balbi  and  Strada  Nuoya  are  con- 
tinued double  ranges  of  palaces,  adorned  with  gar- 
dens and  fountains ;  but  their  being  painted  on  the 
outfide,  has,  in  my  opinion,  a  poor  effect. 

The  commerce  of  this  city  is,  at  prefent,  not  very 
confiderable  ;  yet  it  has  the  face  of  bufmefs.  The 
ftreets  are  crowded  with  people ;  the  fhops  are  well 
furnifhed  ;  and  the  markets  abound  with  all  forts  of 
excellent  pro  virion.  The  wine  made  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood is,  however,  very  indifferent ;  and  all  that: 
is  confumed  mull  be  bought  at  the  public  cantinrc, 
where  it  is  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate.  Their 
bread  is  the  whiteft  and  the  befl:  I  have  tarted  any 
where  5  and  the  beef,  which  they  have  from  Pied- 
mont, is  juicy  and  delicious.  The  expence  of  eat- 
ing in  Italy  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  France,  about 
three  ihiHings  a  head  for  every  meal.  The  ftate  of 
Genoa  is  very  poor,  and  their  bank  of  St.  George 
has  received  fuch  rude  mocks,  firft  from  the  revolt 
of  the  Corficans,  and  afterward  from  the  misfortunes 
of  the  city,  when  it  was  taken  by  the  Aullrians  in 
the  war  of  1745,  that  it  frill  continues  to  languifh, 
without  any  near  profpect  of  its  credit  being  rcltorcd. 
Nothing  mews  the  weaknefs  of  their  Hate  more  than 
their  having  recourfe  to  the  afTiitance  of  France,  to 
put  a  ftop  to  the  progrefs  of  Pi.oli  in  Corfica  :  for  al- 
ter all  that  has  bce,n  (aid  of  the  gallantly  and  cou- 
rage of  Paoli  and  his  iflanders,  1  am  very  credibly 
informed  that  they  might  be  very  eafily  fupprefied, 
if  the  Genoefe  had  either  vigour  in  the  council,  or 
relblution  in  the  Held. 

True  it   is,  they  made  a  noble  eff       in  expel 
the  Auftrians,  who  had  taken  polfefljon  of  their  < 
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iput  tkis  effort,  was  the  effect  of  oppreflion  and  de-r 
fpair  •,  and  if  the  infinuation  of  fome  politicians  irj. 
this  part  of  the  world  may  be  believed,  the  Genoefe 
would  not  have  fucceeded  in  that  attempt,  if  they 
had  not  previoufly  purchafed,  with  a  large  mm  of 
money,  the  connivance  of  the  only  perfon  who  could 
defeat  the  enterprize.  For  my  own  part,  I  can  fcarce 
entertain  thoughts  fo  prejudicial  to  the  character  of 
human  nature,  as  to  fuppofe  a  man  capable  of  facri- 
ficing,  to  fuch  a  confideration,  the  duty  he  owed  his 
prince,  as  well  as  all  regard  to  the  lives  of  his  fol- 
diers,  even  thofe  who  lay  fick  in  hofpitals,  and  who 
being  dragged  forth,  were  miferably  butchered  by  the 
furious  populace.  There  is  one  more  prefumption  of 
his  innocence,  he  frill  retains  the  favour  of  his  fove- 
reign,  who  could  not  well  be  fuppofed  to  ihare  in  the 
booty.  There  are  myfieries  in  politics  which  were  never 
df  earned  of  in  our  philcfophy,  Horatio !  The  pofleffion  of 
Genoa  might  have  proved  a  troublefome  bone  of 
contention,  which  it  might  be  convenient  to  lofe  by 
accident.  Certain  it  is,  when  the  Auflrians  returned 
after  their  expulfion,  in  order  to  retake  the  city,  the 
engineer,  being  queflioned  by  the  general,  declared 
]ie  would  take  the  place  in  fifteen  days,  on  pain  of 
lofing  his  head;  and  in  four  days  after  this  decla- 
ration the  Auftrians  retired.  This  anecdote  I  learned 
from  a  worthy  gentleman  of  this  country,  who  had 
;t  from  the  engineer's  own  mouth.  Perhaps  it  was 
the  will  of  heaven.  You  fee  how  favourably  Provi- 
dence has  interpofed  in  behalf  of  the  reigning  emprefs 
of  Kuflia,  firft  in  removing  her  hufband  ;  fecondly, 
in  ordaining  the  affaflination  of  prince  Ivan,  for  which 
the  perpetrators  have  been  fo  liberally  rewarded  :  it 
even  feems  determined  to  fhorten  the  life  of  her  own 
fon,  the  only  furviving  rival  from  whom  ihe  had  any 
thing  to  fear. 

.  The  Genoefe  have  now  thrown  themfelves  into  the 
arms  of  France  for  protection  :  I  know  not  whether 
it  would  not  have  been  a  greater  mark  of  fagacity 
to  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  England,  with  which 
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they  carry  on  an  advantageous  commerce.  While 
the  Englifh  are  matters  of  the  Mediterranean,  they 
■will  always  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  incredible 
damage  all  along  the  Riviera,  to  ruin  the  Genoefe 
trade  by  Tea,  and  even  to  annoy  the  capital  •,  for, 
notwithstanding  all  the  pains  they  have  taken  to  for- 
tify the  mole  and  the  city,  I  am  greatly  deceived  if 
it  is  not  ftill  expofed  to  the  danger,  not  only  of  a 
bombardment,  but  even  of  a  cannonade.  I  am  even 
fanguine  enough  to  think,  a  refolute  commander 
might,  with  a  ftrong  fquadron,  fail  directly  into  the 
harbour,  without  fuitaining  much  damage,  notwith- 
ftanding all  the  cannon  of  the  place,  which  are  faid  to 
amount  to  near  five  hundred.  I  have  feen  a  cannonade 
of  above  four  hundred  pieces  of  artillery,  befide  bombs 
and  cohorns,  maintained  for  many  hours  without  do- 
ing; much  mifchief. 

The  few  days  we  {laid  at  Genoa  were  employed  in 
vifiting  the  moft  remarkable  churches,  and  palaces. 

In  fome  of  the  churches,  particularly  that  of  the 
Annunciata,  I  found  a  profufion  of  ornaments,  which 
had  more  magnificence  than  talte.  There  is  a  great 
number  of  pictures ;  but  very  few  of  them  are  capi- 
tal pieces.  I  heard  much  of  the  Ponte  Carignano, 
which  did  not  at  all  aniwer  my  expectation.  It  is  a 
bridge  that  unites  two  eminences  which  form  the 
higher  part  of  the  city,  and  the  houfes  in  the  bottom 
below  do  not  rife  fo  high  as  the  fpringing  of  its 
arches.  There  is  nothing  at  all  curious  in  its  con- 
ftruction,  nor  any  way  remarkable,  except  the  height 
of  the  piers  from  which  the  arches  are  fprnng.  Hard 
by  the  bridge  there  is  an  elegant  church,  from  the 
top  of  which  you  have  a  very  rich  and  cxtcnfive  prof- 
pect  of  the  city,  the  fea,  and  the  adjacent  country, 
which  looks  like  a  continent  of  groves  and  villas. 
The  only  remarkable  circumftance  about  the  cathe- 
dral, which  is  gothic  and  gloomy,  is  the  chapel  where 
the  pretended  bones  of  John  the  Baptift  are  depofited, 
and  in  which  thirty  lilver  lamps  are  continually  burn- 
ing.    I  had  a  curioliry  to  ice  the  palaces  of  Durazzo 
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and  Doria,  but  it  required  more  trouble  to  procure 

admiflion  than  I  was  willing  to  give  myfelf. 

Having  here  provided  myfelf  with  letters  of  cre- 
dit for  Florence  and  Rome,  I  hired  the  fame  boat  . 
which  had  brought  us  hither,  to  carry  us  forward  to 
Lerici,  which  is  a  fmall  town  about  half  way  be- 
tween Genoa  and  Leghorn,  where  travellers,  who 
are  tired  of  the  fea,  take  poft-chaifes  to  continue  their 
route  by  land  to  Pifa  and  Florence.  I  paid  three 
Loui  d'ors  for  this  voyage  of  about  fifty  miles  ;  though 
I  might  have  had  a  felucca  for  lefs  money.  When  you 
land  on  the  wharf  at  Genoa,  you  are  plied  by  the  fe- 
lucca men  juft  as  you  are  plied  by  the  watermen  at 
Hungerford-ftairs  in  London.  They  are  always 
ready  to  fet  off  at  a  minute's  warning  for  Lerici, 
Leghorn,  Nice,  Antibes,  Marfeilles,  and  every  part 
of  the  Riviera.'] 

The  roads  between  Genoa  and  Lucca  are  very  bad, 
often  infefted  with  banditti ;  and  the  accommodation 
at  the  inns  very  indifferent,  fothat  the  journey  is  both 
troublefome  and   dangerous.     Thofe  therefore  who 
have  before  feen  Milan,  will  find  it  much  more  agree- 
able, efpecially  during  the  autumn  and  winter  feafons, 
to  imbark  in   a  felucca  for  Leghorn.    The  corfairs, 
during  thefe  months,  rarely  approach  the  more,  and, 
the  wind  being  generally  to  the  northward,  the  paf- 
fage  is  performed  in  two  days  without  the  lead  diffi- 
culty.   But  you  mull  not  forget  to  take  with  you  a 
certificate  of  health  •,   and,  with  regard   to  the  cor- 
fairs of  Barbary,  a  pafs  from  the  conful  of  any  nation  at 
peace  with  thefe  ftates  may  be  of  the  greateft  fervice. 
The  diftance  between  Genoa  and  Leghorn  is  about 
an  hundred  and  twenty  Italian  miles  ;  and  a  private 
felucca  may  generally  be  hired  for  three  or  four  pif- 
toles,  or  about  three  pounds  four  millings  fterling. 
Feluccas  are  light  open  veffels,  fufficient  for  ten  or 
twelve  perfons,  and  make  ufe  both  of  fails  and  oars, 
They  always  keep  near  the  more,   fo  that,  in  cafe  of 
contrary  winds,  or  the  apprehenfion  of  meeting  any 
corfair,  they  turn  into  fome  fecure  creek  or  harbour 
on  the  coait,  where  they  continue  during  the  night. 
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The  diftance  between  Genoa  and  Capo  Fino,  cr 
Punto  Fino,  is  fifteen  Italian  miles ;  and  between  them 
Ncrvi  and  Camogli  are  fituated.  Several  houfes  and 
villages,  being  erected  along  the  coaft,  render  it  a 
very  agreeable  profpect.  Capo  Fino  is  one  of  the 
head  lands  or  promontories  which  form  the  bay  of 
Rapallo  :  it  is  only  a  barren  rock,  extending  a  confi- 
derable  diftance  into  the  fea,  and  having  on  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  fummit  a  pretty  flrong  caftle.  Rapallo, 
being  built  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre,  affords  a 
very  agreeable  profpect.  Glaveri,  a  large  but  irre- 
gular village,  fituated  on  the  coalt  between  Rapallo 
and  Lavagna,  is  not  mentioned  in  feveral  maps.  The 
coafl:  between  Lavagna  and  Porto  de  Venere,  except 
thofe  fmall  towns  mentioned  above,  is  one  continued 
barren  rock,  deftitute  of  vines,  grafs,  and  wood  ; 
nor  have  the  inhabitants  any  other  method  of  acquir- 
ing their  fubfiftence  than  hiking. 

The  territories  of  Genoa  are  on  one  fide  terminated 
by  the  fmall  principality  of  Mefia,  the  capital  of 
which  is  Carrara,  from  whence  the  famous  marble, 
dug  from  a  quarry  in  the  neighbourhood,  derives  its 
name.  Near  the  river  Magra  are  Hill  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  Luna.  Some  imagine,  that  Gulfo  dT  Spetia 
is  the  Portus  Lunse  of  the  ancients. 

Leghorn  *,  called  by  the  ancients  Libnrnus  Port    i, 
was,  a  few  ages  fince,   but  a  mean  and   unhealthy 
place,   and  belonged  to  the  republic  of  Genoa;    who 
exchanged  it  for  Sarzana,  an  epifcopal  city  near  Le- 
rici,  with  Cof  no  I.  duke  of  Tufcany.     The  former 
appeared,  at  that  time,  to  have  greatly  the  advant 
but  the  grand  duke  had  before  formed  a  fcheme 
rendering  Leghorn   a  place  of  much  greater  co      - 
quence  than  it  had  hitherto  been.     Nor  was   he 
ceived   in   his  expectations  ;  for,    by  cutting  a  great 
number    of  canals,   and  uiing  other  proper  met  . 
of  cultivation,  the   foil    is  rendered    fertile,   and  the 

*  The  proper  name  of  '1ms  pLce  is  L'-vonw -.   being  czWzl  Leg- 
horn by  none  but  th 
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noxious  exhalations  almofb  totally  deftroyed;  which, 
with  the  free  trade  it  enjoys,  have  rendered  it  very 
populous.  The  city  is,  however,  dellitute  of  good 
.water,  which  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  fetch 
from  Pifa. 

["  Leghorn,  fays  Mr.  MnTon,  is  about  fourteen 
miles  diftant  from  Pifa,  the  country  between  them 
being  very  level,  but  woody,  filled  with  oaks,  cork- 
trees, and  wild  myrtles:  they  tell  you,  that  thefe 
woods  were  formerly  all  covered  by  the  fea,  which 
reached  within  three  miles  of  Pifa,  where  you  fee  a 
large  church  at  the  entrance  of  thefe  woods,  which, 
fay  they,  was  built  in  the  fame  place  where  St.  Peter 
was  fhipwrecked  one  day  when  he  was  fifhing.  Leg- 
horn is  a  modern  city,  built  on  a  level  ground,  and 
flrencrthened  with  good  fortifications  faced  with  brick- 
work  •,  its  ftreets  are  large,  ftreight,  and  uniform, 
the  hou.fes  generally  of  the  fame  height,  and  painted 
on  the  outfide."] 

Merchants  of  all  denominations  enjoy  intire  liberty 
of  commerce,  and  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  in 
private ;  but  the  only  one  permitted  to  be  exercifed 
publicly  is  that  of  Rome:  though  the  Greeks,  Jews, 
and  Mahometans,  have,  in  fome  meafure,  the  fame 
indulgence.  The  protectants  have  always  opportu- 
nities of  baptifing  their  children,  receiving  the  facra- 
rnent,  and  performing  the  other  duties  of  religion, 
either  by  means  of  the  great  number  of  Englifh, 
Dutch,  and  Daniih.  mips  constantly  in  the  harbour, 
or  the  chapel  of  the  Englifh  factors  erected  here. 
Commerce  is  not  obftructed  at  Leghorn  by  high  du- 
ties ;  every  ba]e,  how  large  foever,  pays  only  two 
fcudi,  or  piasters,  (about  nine  millings  flerling)  nor 
are  the  contents  ever  examined.  The  baggage  of 
travellers  is  never  fearched;  they  are  indeed  obliged 
to  deliver  up  their  fire-arms,  but  thefe  are  reftored, 
by  procuring  an  order  from  the  governor,  which  is 
not  attended  with  any  great  difficulty.  The  Englifh, 
of  which  there  are  thirty-fix  families,  carry  on  the 
greateft  trade  here  of  any  foreign  nation. 

There 
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There  are  faid  to  be  eighteen  thou  land  Jews  in  the 
city  of  Leghorn,  which  is  termed  their  paradife  •,  for 
they  here  enjoy  the  greateft  freedom,  nor  are  they 
branded  with  any  ignominious  mark  of  diftinc~tion. 
The  inquifition  is  indeed  eftablifhed  at  Leghorn,  but 
its  power  is  not  extended  to  the  Jews,  but  limited  in- 
tirely  to  ecclefiaftical  affairs  of  its  own  communion. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Leghorn,  including 
the  Jews,  is  faid  to  amount  to  forty  thoufand  -,  but, 
in  my  opinion,  this  eftimate  is  too  large.  The  ftreets 
in  general  are  ftraight  and  broad ;  fo  that  from  the 
great  fquare,  where  the  market  is  kept,  there  is  a 
profpecl  through  the  oppofite  gates  of  the  city.  The 
north  part  is  called  New  Venice,  from  its  cleanlinefs, 
the  number  of  canals  that  interfecl:  it,  the  elegance  of 
the  buildings,  and  its  convenient  fituation  for  trade. 
The  walks  on  the  ramparts  are  very  agreeable, 
there  being  on  one  fide  an  extenfive  profpee~t  of  the 
fea,  and  on  the  other  of  a  country  finely  embellifhed 
with  gentlemen's  feats.  Befide  the  citadel,  there  are 
two  caflles  toward  the  fea ;  fo  that  the  place  is  cap- 
able of  making  a  good  defence.  There  are  at  prefent 
about  three  hundred  pieces  of  ordnance,  the  greateft 
part  of  which  are  brafs,  on  the  feveral  fortifications ; 
and  the  garrifon  confifts  of  fix  hundred  men. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  on  the  left  hand,  are 
two  towers,  faid  to  be  the  remains  of  a  pier  belonging 
to  the  republic  of  Pifa.  Leghorn  harbour  is  divided 
into  two  parts,  called  the  outward  and  inward  har- 
bour. The  latter,  termed  the  Darfi,  or  Darfena, 
is  appointed  for  the  reception  of  the  gallics  belonging 
to  the  grand  duke.  Thefe  are  often  fent  out  on  a 
cruife  againft  the  corfairs  of  Barbary  •,  but  it  cannor 
be  faid  to  compofe  a  very  formidable  Meet,  their  whole 
number  not  exceeding  five  or  fix. 

The  former,  or  outward  harbour,  is  defended  from 
the  violence  of  the  waves  by  a  pier-head  of  fix  hun- 
dred paces  in  length,  compofed  of  prodigious  lar^c 
itones  ■>  the  top  of  it  is  paved,   and  on   it  the  molt 
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wealthy  citizens  take  the  air  in  their  coaches.  The 
breadth  of  the  harbour  is  near  fifteen  hundred  paces; 
but  the  water,  efpecially  in  the  middle,  is  not  of  a 
fufficient  depth  •,  fo  that  large  fhips  are  obliged,  For 
the  greater  fafety,  to  be  fattened  to  the  fide  of  the 
mole.  There  is  good  anchorage  in  the  road  at  about" 
one  or  two  Italian  miles  diftance  from  the  mole-,  but 
the  mips  riding  here  are  equally  expofed  to  the  wea- 
ther and  the  Barbary  corfairs. 

Civita  Vecchia  feems  in  feveral  refpecls  to  be  better 
fituated  for  trade  than  Leghorn,  and,  mould  the  pope 
declare  the  former  a  free  port,  it  muft  prove  very  dis- 
advantageous to  the  latter.     Several  popes  have  been 
convinced  of  the  advantage  that  could  not  fail  of  re- 
fulting  from  this  fcheme,  but  the  intereft  of  the  Flo- 
rentine  cardinals,  and    large  fums   of  money   pro- 
.  perly  diftributed,   have  hitherto  hindered  its  being 
carried  into  execution.     The  unhealthfulnefs  of  the 
air  at  Civita  Vecchia  is  no  objection  at  all ;    becauie 
.Leghorn  itfelf  is  a  fufficient  inflance  that  it  may"  be 
remedied;  and  the  be  ft  of  water 'may,  by  the  help  of 
pipes,  be  eafily  conveyed  thither. 

The  Pharos,  or  light-houfe,  where,  during  the 
night,  above  thirty  lamps  are  conftantly  burning,  is 
built  upon  a  fingle  rock  in  the  open  lea.  Corfica, 
and  even  Sardinia,  may  be  {ten  from  this  tower,  in 
fine  weather ;  the  former  is  indeed  vifible  from  the 
mole.  The  Lazaretto,  where  perfons  and  goods,  com- 
ing from  all  places  fufpected  of  contagious  difeafes, 
perform  quarantine,  is  fituated  near  the  light  houfe, 
on  the  main  land. 

The  Turkifh  flaves,  and  others  condemned  to  the 
gallies,  are  every  night  fecured  in  a  kind  of  large  pri- 
fon,  called  the  Bagni,  from  a  word  ufed  by  the  Turks 
for  the  place  where  they  confine  their  Chriftian  cap- 
tives. They  are  at  liberty  to  quit  the  Bagni  every- 
day, and  may  follow  any  trade  or  bufinefs;  but  they 
muft  be  fure  to  return  early  in  the  evening.  There 
are  generally  about  two  thoufand  of  theie  rowers, 
6  eight 
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eight  or  nine  hundred  of  which  are  Turks.  There  arc 
alio  Turks  in  the  city,  which  are  no  (laves,  but  art- 
obliged  to  live  in  a  particular  quarter,  near  that  ap- 
pointed for  the  Jews.  They  have  a  great  mofque  in 
the  Bagni,  but  it  is  generally  fhut  up. 

There  is  not  a  fingle  church  in  Leghorn  that  me- 
rits the  obfervation  of  a  judicious  traveller.  The 
Greeks  in  this  city  are  divided  into  two  feels,  and 
diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  Latin  Greeks  and 
Eaftern  Greeks.  The  former  acknowlege  the  pope's 
fupremacy.  1  he  Armenians  have  alfo  a  church  here  ; 
but  the  difference  between  their  religion  and  that  of 
the  Roman  catholics  is  very  immaterial.  The  Jews 
and  Turks  are  obliged  to  live  in  particular  pans  of 
the  city,  and  the  common  proftitutes  are  forced  to 
confine  themfelves  to  the  diftrict  affigned  them  :  nor 
are  thefe  unhappy  wretches  allowed  tovifit  any  other 
part  of  the  city  without  leave  from  the  commiffary, 
which  cannot  be  procured  under  a  few  fols. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  the  advantages  enjoyed  by 
Leghorn,  it  is  far  from  being  a  cheap  place  to  refute 
at-,  for,  befide  the  large  duties  on  all  provifions 
brought  to  it  by  land,  the  duke  referves  to  himlelf 
the  monopoly  of  feveral  commodities,  efpecially  bran- 
dy, tobacco,  and  fait:  and  fo  very  ftrict  are  they  with 
regard  to  the  Lift  article,  great  quantities  of  which  are 
found  on  the  lea-fhore,  that  whoever  ha«  half  an  ounce 
of  fuch  fait  in  his  cuftody,  is  fent  to  the  gillies,  with- 
out any  regard  to  his  rank  or  fituation  in  life. 

Barks  go  daily  from  Leghorn  to  Pifa,  by  means  of 
a  canal,  except  in  winter,  when  it  is  ibmetimes  fro- 
zen. This  canal,  which  is  fixteen  Italian  miles  in 
length,  is  not  only  very  advantageous  to  trade,  but 
highly  ufeful  in  draining  the  moralfes,  whereby  the  ah 
is  rendered  more  healthy  than  it  othcrwile  would  be. 
Pifa  was,  fome  centuries  ago,  a  famous  republic, 
whole  victorious  fleet  were  a  terror  to  the  Saracens  in 
the  Moly  Land,  the  coafts  of  Africa,  the  rftarrcfc 
Sicily  and  Majorca,  and  the  republic  of  Genoa. 

th<.    ! 
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there  is.  hardly  the  fhadow  of  this  mighty  power  now 
remaining ;  partly  owing  to  their  having  fallen  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Florentines,  and  partly  to  the 
opening  of  the  neighbouring  harbour  at  Leghorn. 
The  city  indeed  is  fpacious,  the  ftreets  even,  broad, 
and  well-paved,  and  the  houfes  not  badly  built-,  but 
the  life  and  fpirit  which  ihould  actuate  this  well  finllh- 
ed  body,  namely,  the  number  of  inhabitants,  are 
wanting  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  ftreets  are  in  many 
places  full  of  grafs.  The  principal  and  richeft  fami- 
lies, fince  the  republic  loft  its  liberty  in  the  year. 
1406,  have  abandoned  Pifa,  and  retired  to  different 
places,  fome  even  as  far  as  Geneva ;  nor  is  there  the 
leaft  appearance  of  this  lofs  ever  being  repaired.  The 
air  is  however  healthy,  the  water  excellent,  the  adja- 
cent country  very  fruitful,  and  the  fituation  of  the 
city  pleafant  and  commodious,  on  account  of  the  riv- 
ver  Arno,  which  wafh.es  its  walls.  The  number  of 
inhabitants  in  Pifa  amounts  at  prefent  to  between 
fixteen  and  feventeen  thoufand;  but  was  their  num- 
ber proportional  to  the  largenefs  and  other  circum- 
ftances  of  the  place,  it  mould  at  leafb  amount  to 
eighty  thoufand. 

The  condition  of  the  univerfity,  founded  here  in 
1339,  is  alio  but  indifferent;  though  it  is  neither 
deftitute  of  public  endowments,  colleges,  or  able 
-profeffbrs,  who  are  nominated  by  the  great  duke. 
The  exchange  is  a  beautiful  andftateiy  ftrudure,  built 
in  1605,  Dut  lt  1S  now  frequented  by  a  few  merchants 
only.  Shipwrights  and  other  artificers  however  enjoy 
.here  one  particular  advantage,  namely,  the  building 
of  gallies,  which  the  great  duke  has  removed  to  Pifa, 
on  account  of  the  conveniency  of  the  Arno  ;  and  the 
fmall  naval  force  of  that  prince  is  commonly  fcationed 
.  here. 

Pifa  has  three  bridges  over  the  Arno,  of  wh^ch  that 
in  the  middle  is  the  moft  beautiful,  and  built  of  mar- 
ble. The  common  people,  who  live  oppofite  to  the 
•river,   have    annually   a  mock   engagement  on    this 
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bridge,  like  that  on  St.  Barnabas's  bridge  at  Venice, 
betwixt  the  Caftellani  and  Nicoloti. 

With  regard  to  the  botanic  garden,  I  fhall  only 
mention,  in  general,  that  it  lies  near  St.  Steven's 
church,  is  very  fpacious,  and,  befide  a  great  number 
of  plants,  is  decorated  with  feveral  water-works. 
Near  the  entrance  is  the  intire  ikeleton  of  a  whale, 
and  feveral  parts  of  another.  Over  the  door  is  this 
advice,  often  neceflary  in  a  garden,  Hie  Argus  ejio, 
non  Eriareus.  "  Employ  the  eyes  of  Argus,  but 
not  the  hands  of  Bfiareus." 

In  the  repofitory  of  natural  curiofities,  near  the  bo- 
tanic garden,  among  other  remarkable  pieces,  is  a 
coral-iprig  growing  on  a  human  ikull,  and  two  pieces 
of  cryftai  •,  in  the  center  of  one  of  which  is  a  drop  of 
water  in  continual  motion,  and  in  that  of  the  other  a 
riy.  The  fight  of  thefe  cryftals  brought  to  my  re- 
membrance a  relique  fhewn  by  the  BmedicYines  at 
Vendome,  who  pretend  it  is  one  of  the  tears  which 
cur  Saviour  fhed  at  the  grave  of  Lazarus ;  but,  in 
fact,  is  no  other  than  a  mere  curiofity  of  nature.  I 
have  elfewhere  pointed  out  the  miflake  of  the  anci- 
ents, in  afcribing  the  fame  original  to  cryftai  as  to 
ice ;  and  I  believe  I  have  alio  mentioned,  that  an 
iimethyft  containing  a  drop  of  water  may  be  ieen  in 
Sir  Hans  Sloane's  mufaeuro  at  London. 

Lucca  is  twelve  Italian  miles  diftantfrom  Pifa;  but 
the  road  is  delightful,  efpecially  in  dry  weather  •,  when 
there  is  no  necellity  for  travelling  over  the  mountain 
of  St.  Julian,  but  keep  entirely  in  the  plain,  which  is 
divided  into  iquare  incloiures,  and  planted  with  beau- 
tiful rows  of  trees,  round  which  the  vir.es  intwine 
their  branches,  and  form,  on  the  tops,  luxuriant  and 
beautiful  chillers  and  felloons.  The  beautiful  ap- 
pearance of  this  track  of  land  cannot  be  exceeded  ei- 
ther in  iummer  or  autumn;  the  mountain  on  the 
right  being  entirely  covered  with  tall  cyprefles  and 
qiive-rrets.  The  winters,  in  theft  puts  cahnot  be 
faid  to  be  mild,  torj  at  preient,  the  froft  is  often  fb 
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tntenfe  during  the  night,  that  the  carriages  make  no 
mipreffion  on  the  ground,  defended  from  the  rays  of 
the  fun :  but,  notwithstanding  the  feverity  of  cold,  I 
obferved,  that  feveral  fields  were  fown  with  flax, 
which  looked  very  green,  and  was  upward  of  half 
an  ell  above  the  furface  of  the  earth.  It  does  not 
ripen  till  May;  fo  that  it  mult,  be  extreamly  hardy  to 
bear  fo  keen  a  froft.  I  alfo  faw  white  cabbages  and 
large  turnips  in  other  inclofures. 

Notwithstanding  the  republic  of  Lucca  is  not  above 
thirty  Italian  miles  in  circumference,  yet  the  fertility 
of  the  foil  and  clemency  of  the  government  have 
proved  fuch  prevalent  motives  to  fettling  here,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  together  with  thofe  of  the 
hundred  and  fifty  villages,  of  which  the  republic 
confifts,  are  faid  to  amount  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand ;  thirty  thoufand  of  which  are  capable  of 
bearing  arms.  The  territories  of  the  grand  duke  in- 
tirely  encompafs  thofe  of  Lucca ;  fo  that  a  foreign 
force  only  can  prevent  this  republic  from  falling  un- 
der  the  yoke  of  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany.  Nor 
have  thofe  princes  failed  often  to  fhew  their  defire  of 
uniting  this  delightful  fpot  with  their  other  domi* 
nions,  and  of  reducing  Lucca  to  the  fame  wretched  cir- 
cumftances  with  Florence,  Sienna,  and  Pifa.  It  is  no 
great  difficulty  to  find  plaufible  caufes  for  a  rupture 
between  contiguous  Hates ;  their  refpeclive  boundaries, 
which  can  never  be  abfolutely  determined,  will  alone 
afford  a  perpetual  fource  :  but  this  is  not  the  only 
one ;  the  republic  of  Lucca  have  always  refufed  to 
acknowlege  the  family  of  Medicis,  grand  dukes  of 
Tufcany,  the  only  title,  they  will  allow  thofe  princes, 
being  dukes  in  Tufcany.  Such  is  the  fitiuttion  of 
Lucca,  and,  therefore,  an  univerfai  harmony  among 
the  members  of  that  republic  is  abfolutely  necefiary, 
if.  they  are  defirous  of  transmitting  to  their  pofterity 
the  bleffings  of  liberty,  their  darling  idol,  with  whcfe 
image  they  decorate  their  coins,  their  city-gates,  and 
public  buildings.  The  republic  is  governed  by  a 
E    e  2  council 
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council  of  flate,  and  a  great  council:  the  former  h 
compofed  of  the  Gonfaleniere,  or  doge,  and  nine  fe- 
nators,  who  are  all  members  of  the  latter,  or  great 
council.  Theie  fenators  are  termed  Anziani  or  elders, 
have  the  title  of  excellentijfnni ;  and,  during  their  of- 
fice, which  continues  only  two  months,  have  apart- 
ments in  the  palace  of  the  republic,  and  are  maintained 
at  the  public  expence.  And,  whenever  their  own 
private  affairs  call  them  from  the  palace,  they  always 
go  incognito,  and  in  a  clofe  fedan,  with  the  curtains 
drawn.  A  doge  cannot  be  re-elected  till  feven  years 
after  the  expiration  of  his  office.  The  great  council 
confifts  of  a  hundred  and  thirty  nobles  and  ten  burgh- 
ers, who  enjoy  their  office  two  years.  A  corps  of 
feventy-fix  Swkzers  form  the  doge's  guard ;  the  other 
forces  belonging  to  the  republic  amount  to  about  five 
hundred  men  -,  and  its  annual  revenue  to  about  four 
hundred  thoufand  fcudi,  or  eighty  thoufand  pounds 
iterling. 

The  city  of  Lucca  is  about  three  Italian  miles  in 
circumference,  and  is  defended  by  eleven  baftions, 
on  which  two  hundred  and  eighty  pieces  of  cannon 
are  mounted,  Several  rows  of  trees  are  planted  round 
the  walls,  which  render  the  walks  on  them  very  plea- 
fant.  The  city  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  a  delight- 
ful plain,  which  is  every  where  terminated  by  a  chain 
of  mountains  •,  and,  from  the  diligence  of  its  inhabi- 
tants in  their  filk  and  other  manufactures,  has  acquir- 
ed the  honourable  epithet  of  induftriofa,  the  induftri- 
ous.  They  extract  from  a  {mall,  but  excellent  fort  of 
olives,  the  fined  oil  of  any  in  Italy  ;  and  from  this 
commodity  the  republic  derives  considerable  advan- 
tages. It  would  be  unjuft  not  to  commend  the  inha- 
bitants, of  whom  there  arc  near  four  thoufand  in  the 
city,  for  their  juftice,  candour,  and  polite  behaviour. 

The  palace  belonging  to  the  republic  is  a  la. 
building,  but  contains  nothing  curious,  except  the 
arfenal,    where  arms  fufficient  for    twenty    thoufand 
men  arc  alwa\*s  ready  for  any  emer^em  v. 

The 
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The  bifhop  of  Lucca  is  intitled  to  the  pallium  and 
crofs,  like  archbifhops,  his  fee  being  under  the  imme- 
diate jurifdiclion  of  the  pope. 

Over  the  grand  portal  of  St.   Pietro  Maggiore's 
church  is  an  inscription,  fignifying,  that,  in  the  year 
1688,  a  gamefter  had  his  arm  immediately  broke,  on 
having  thrown  dice  at  the  image  of  the  virgin.     But 
this  miracle  mult  not  be  confounded  with  another 
commemorated   by  a  monument  in  St.  Auguftine's 
church ;   whereby  we  are  informed,  that  fome  years 
ago  a  ftatue  of  the  Virgin,  having  her  infant  fon  in 
her  arms,  was  placed  in  a  niche  of  the  wall  on  the 
outfide  of  the  church  ;  and  that  a  gamefter,  being  un- 
fortunate at  play,  threw  a  (tone  with  fuch  force  at  the 
image,  that  the  infant  would  doubtlefs  have  been  da- 
maged,  had  not  the  virgin  miraculoufly  removed  it 
from  her  right  to  her  left  arm,  where  it  ftill  conti- 
nues :   that,  on  the  ftone's  ftriking  the  image,  blood 
flowed  from,  the  wound,  and  the  earth  opened  and 
fwallowed  up  the  criminal.     The  ftatue  was  foon  af- 
ter removed  into  the  church,   and  the  miracles  com- 
memorated by  feveral  infcriptions.     They  alfo  fhew 
the  ftone,   and  the  opening  in  the  earth,   which,  ac- 
cording to    the   vulgar,   terminates   in   hell.      This 
aperture  has  an  iron  cover,  fattened  with  two  iron 
bolts  •,   but  it  is  too  fmall  to  admit  of  any,    except  a 
very  fmall  perfon. 

Piftoja  is  fituated  twenty  Italian  miles  from  Lucca, 
and  the  road,  during  the  firft  five,  is  through  a  moft 
delightful  plain;- but  the  remainder,  till  within  a 
few  miles  of  Piftoja,  is  through  a  mountainous  coun- 
try: but  the  profpects  are  very  agreeable,  the  moun- 
tains being  cultivated  to  their  fummits,  and  adorned 
with  parterres  one  above  another.  The  parts  of  the 
road  which  lead  over  the  mountains  cannot  be  com- 
mended, but  the  other  are  good,  and  many  of  them 
paved.  The  plain  country  in  the  neighbourhood  ot 
Lucca  cannot  be  exceeded ;  and  even  that  of  the  Mi- 
lanefe  is  inferior  to  it. 

E  e  3  Piftojl 
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Piftoja  was  famous  among  the  ancients  for  tnc  de- 
feat of  Catiline  ;  and,  among  the  moderns,  the  fac- 
tions of  the  Guelphs  and  Gibellines,  rendered  it  remark- 
able: but  it  is  now  fo  greatly  reduced,  that  the  whole 
town,  which  is  very  fpacious,  does  /lot  contain  above 
five  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  country  is  very  fruit- 
ful, and  provifions  remarkably  cheap,  which,  in  all 
probability,  were  the  principal  motives  that  induced 
near  forty  noble  families  to  refide  in  this  city. 

The  tine  new  church  of  St.  Profpero  was  fome 
years  fince  prefented  by  cardinal  Fabroni  to  the  fa- 
thers of  the  oratory,  together  with  a  library,  and  other 
confiderable  benefactions.  The  library  is  open  every 
day,  and  contains,  exclufive  of  the  manufcripts,  four- 
teen thoufand  volumes.  This  donation  was  made  in 
the  year  1726;  and  the  pope,  in  order  to  render  it 
more  extenfive,  granted  a  permifiion  to  the  fathers  of 
adding  prohibited  books,  provided  they  fee u re  them 
from  being  read  by  all,  except  fuch  as  have  obtained 
a  licence  from  the  fee  of  Rome  for  that  purpofe. 

The  diftance  between  Piftoja  and  Florence  is 
twenty-one  Italian  miles.  Pope  Leo  X.  of  the  houle 
of  Medicis,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  palace  at  Porg- 
gio  a  Cajano,  feven  miles  and  a  half  from  Florence. 
The  beautiful  profpectof  the  neighbouring  mountains 
was  the  principal  inducement  for  his  making  choice 
of  this  place;  but  he  did  not  live  to  finifh  the  build- 
ing, that  talk  being  performed  by  Francis  the  grand 
duke. 

In  this  country  grow  a  kind  of  large  reeds  or  cane?, 
which  they  ufe  inftead  of  poles  in  the  vineyards.  The 
horned  cattle  are  all  totally  white. 

Between  Piftoja  and  Florence  the  road  is  very  plea- 
fant,  but,  the  country  being  destitute  both  of  villa's 
and  plantations,  which  are  chiefly  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Florence,  the  proipects  are  not  lb  beautiful 
as  in  feveral  other  parts. 

Florence,  with  regard  to  curiofities  worthy  the 
attention  of  a  judicious  traveller,  exceeds  every  othef 
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-city  in  Italy,  Rome  only  excepted ;  fo  that,  Octavius 
Ferrarienfis  has  not  improperly- called  it  Italian,  ipfius 
Italic  "  the  Italy  of  Italy  itfelf."  But  we  mall  not 
be  furprifed,  that  Florence  contains  fuch  an  invalu- 
able collection  of  the  moft  beautiful  pieces  of  every 
kind  in  the  fine  arts,  if  we  confider,  that  the  family 
of  Medicis  have,  for  above  two  centuries,  applied 
themfelves  to  the  improvement  of  the  lciences  and 
arts  •,  in  which  they  have  expended  incredible  fums. 
The  literati,  who  too  often  imitate  courtiers  in  flat- 
tery, blinded  by  their  zeal  for  fuch  noble  actions,  feem 
to  forget  the  enormous  blemiflies  which  difgrace  the 
actions  of  feveral  princes  of  this  illuftrious  family  •,  or 
perhaps  they  are  defirous  of  hiding  thefe  defects  be- 
neath the  veil  of  oblivion. 

Foreign  princes,  who  make  the  tour  of  Italy,  find 
ibme  difficulty  in  being  admitted  to  the  ducal  family. 
A  prince  incognito  is  not  denied  a  vifit ;  but  the  Ita- 
lians are  for  ftipulating  what  they  ftile  a  mezzo-cer.e- 
-moniale,  and  are  very  artful  in  explaining  every  thing 
to  their  own  advantage, 

II  Palazzo  Vecchio  was  formerly  the  palace  in  which 
the  grand  duke  refided.  In  this  palace,  which  fronts 
&  large  (quare,  called  la  Piazza  del  Gran-Duca,  is  that 
curionty  termed  the  aerial  tower.  It  projects  out  of 
the-  building,  and  the  diameter  of  it  is  larger  in  one 
part  than  that  of  the  bafe,  but  foon  acquires  a  proper 
proportion.  The  top  of  it  is  fupported  with  four  pil- 
lars ;  but  I  could  never  obtain  any  certain  informa- 
tion whether  it  owed  its  name  to  the  firfl  or  fecond  of 
thefe  circumftances. 

The  -duke's  wardrobe  is  in  the  Palazzo  Vecchio, 
together  with  the  famous  Florentine  pandects,  and 
the  manufcript  gofpel  of  St.  John  -,  but  you  cannot 
procure  admittance  without  a  particular  licence  from 
the  mailer  of  the  wardrobe.  In  the  fame  palace  are 
alio  twelve  large  clofets,  containing  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  plate,  great  part  of  it  finely  chafed  -,  and, 
among  the  reft,  four  bed-poits  of  filver  that  belonged 
E  ;e  4  to. 
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to  the  ftatc-bed  of  Cofmo  III.     Abundance   alTo  of 
Turkilh  arms  and  bridles,  fineLy  ornamented    with 

lSj  are  depolited  here,  together  with  the  cr 
with  which  pope  Pius  Y.  crowned  the  iirl\  great 
duke  of  Florence,  Cofmo  I.  It  is  of  gold,  and  richly 
adorned  with  jewels.  But  the  moft  valuable  piece  in 
this  wardrobe  is  a  Palliotto,  or  altar-cloth,  given,  as 
we  are  informed  by  an  inlcription  over  it,  in  letters 
formed  with  rubies,  by.  Coimo  II.  in  confequence  of 
a  vow.  It  is  covered  with  pearls,  rubies,  and  other 
precious  ftones  •,  among  winch  are  two  gems,  called 
aqua-marina,  of  the  lize  of  a  large  walnut,  faid  to  be 
of  immenfe  value.  The  arms  of  Auitria  and  Flo- 
rence are  quartered  on  each  fide.  Cofmo  II.  is  rcpre- 
fented  in  embolTed  work  of  gems  and  enamel,  in  the 
middle  of  the  Palliotto,  on  his  knees,  before  an  alrar 
or  table,  on  which  is  a  crown  covered  with  diamonds; 
his  robe  is  richly  decorated  with  gems  of  the  lame 
kind. 

The  Pandeftte  Florentine  are  contained  in  two  fo- 
lio volumes,  bound  in  crimfon  velvet  •,  but  now, 
especially  on  the  backs,  greatly  worn.  Mofes,  on 
the  outride  of  one  of  the  volumes,  with  the  two  tables 
of  the  law  in  his  hands,  is  painted  in  enamel-,  the 
writing  on  one  of  the  tables  is  defaced,  but  that  on 
the  other,  legible.  On  the  other  volume  the  arms  of 
Florence,  namely,  a  red  crofs,  is  alio  painted  In  ena- 
mel; but  now  greatly  injured.  The  "Word  Ubertas^  at 
prefent  the  motto  of  Lucca,  is  placed  over  the  arms. 
The  vellum  on  which  theie  books  are  written,  is  al- 
moil  as  thin  as  filk  paper;  but,  to  preferve  the  leaves 
from  any  injury,  a  piece  (  i  green  t.dicty  is  placed 
between  each. 

Here  are  the  original  decrees  of  the  council  of 
Florence,  held  in  1439,  anf<!  which  were  oppofed  to 
thole  of  the  council  of  Baiil,  by  pdpe  Eugene  IV. 
They  are  written  on  a  large  (kin  of  parchment,  and 
figned  by  the  bifhops  and  cardinals  of  the  Latin 
church,  and  by  the  emperor  <\nd  bifhops  of  the  ( i 

church. 
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church.  Be  fide  thefe,  here  are  Aft  a  Concilii  Floren- 
tir/ii  and  two  Greek  manufcripts  of  the  gofpels  ;  one 
of  which,  containing  the  four  evangelifts,  is  written 
on  vellum,  and  bound  in  filver  covers,  adorned  with 
pearls.  The  other  contains  only  St.  John's  gofpel, 
and  is  faid  to  be  an  original  performance  of  that  evan- 
gelift  himfelf-,  but  what  proof  they  have  for  this 
aflertion  I  cannot  fay.  It  is  in  folio,  written  on  vel- 
lum, in  large  and  legible  letters  of  gold,  but  full  of 
abbreviations,  and  has  two  fine  illuminations  adapted 
to  the  hiftory  of  the  golpel. 

In  the  fquare  before  the  Palazzo  Vecchio  is  a  large 
and  elegant  fountain,  erected  by  Cofrno  1.  after  the 
defign  of  -Ammanati.     It  is  decorated  with  Cupids, 
'ihells,  cornucopias,    and  Tritons,  and  four  Other  fea 
'divinities,   in  brafs,  larger  than  life.     In  the  center  is 
a  ftatue  of  Neptune,  ten  ells  high,  in  a  {hell  refem- 
bling  a  triumphal  car,  and  drawn  by  four  ho.rfes,  two 
of  brafs,   and  two  of  white  marble.    In  this  fquare-  is 
alfo   the   Fabrica  degli  Uffici,  erected   by  Cofrno  I. 
after   a  defign  of  Giorgio  Vafari.     The  ground-floor 
■of  this  ftructure  is    appropriated   to   the  dry  magi- 
ftrates,  who  there  live  together,  for  the  more  fpeedy 
difpatch  of  bulinefs,  and  the  better  maintenance  of 
the   public  tranquillity.     Artifts  occupy  the  fecond 
flory,  and   make  here  curious  pieces  for  the  duke's 
wardrobe  and  gallery.     But  among  ail  the  perform- 
ances executed  here,   that  ftiied  Florentine  work  is 
the  moft  elegant;  fparks  of  precious  {tones  and  par- 
ticles of  elegant  marble,  are  fo  difpofed  as  to  reprefent 
the  objects  of  nature  in  a  very  beautiful  and  furprif- 
ing  manner ;   but  works  of  this  kind  require  a  pro- 
digious  time   to   compleat    them.      A   flower  piece, 
lately  finifhed,  about  a  foot  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
half  a  foot   in  breadth,  employed   the  artiit   above 
eighteen  months.     And  a  piece  of  emboffed  work, 
about  the  fize  of  a  common  meet  of  paper,  repfefent- 
ing  the  adoration  of  the  Eaftern  magi,  and  a  group  of 
•  angels  in  the  air,  has  already  been  forty  years  in  hanc, 
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and  under  the  direction  of  feveral  matters.  They  ufc 
only  precious  ftones  in  thefe  works,  whereas  they  em- 
ploy vitreous  compofitions  in  other  kinds  of  mofaics, 
and  even  thefe  are  highly  valued  at  Rome.  They  make 
alio  here  thofe  fmall  ebony  cafes,  which  are  ftrt  with 
precious  ftones,  and  reprefent  birds,  flowers,  and  the 
like,  in  bafTo-relievo.  In  thefe  cafes  the  great  duke 
fends  perfumes  and  eflences,  as  prefents  to  foreign 
princes. 

The  third  or  upper  (lory  of  the  Fabrica  degli 
UfHci  is  divided  into  feveral  muleums,  or  apartments 
for  curiofities.  Here  in  particular  is  the  duke's  gal- 
lery, which  would  alone  require  a  folio  volume  to 
defcribe  it  fully.  The  ceiling  of  the  gallery  is  cover- 
ed with  paintings,  reprefenting  the  revival  of  the  arts 
and  fciences,  with  other  hiftorical  pieces,  in  which  are 
introduced  the  moil  eminent  perfons  of  Florence. 
The  walls  on  each  fide  are  decorated  with  the  por- 
traits of  the  moft  illuftrious  members  of  the  houfe  of 
Medicis;  and  over  thefe,  on  the  entablature  on  one 
fide,  are  fmall  portraits  of  generals,  minillers  of  ftate, 
and  princes ;  and,  oppofite,  the  bulls  of  perfons  ce- 
lebrated for  their  learning.  Groups  of  ftatues,  buds, 
and  figures,  are  placed  on  both  fides  of  the  middle 
part  of  the  gallery,  and  cannot  fail  of  highly  pleafing 
the  lovers  of  fculpture  and  antiquity,  as  all  of  them 
are  originals.  The  paffage  from  the  gallery  leads 
into  feveral  mufeums,  filled  with  curiofities  that  me- 
rit attention.  The  firft  contains  above  a  hundred  and 
twenty  portraits  of  the  molt  famous  painters,  and 
chiefly  executed  by  themfelves.  They  are  in  gilt 
frames,  and  the  names  of  each  perfon  over  his  re»- 
fpective  picture. 

In  the  next  cabinet  are  depofitcd  a  great  number 
trge  and  rich  porcelain  vales,  and  other  pieces  of 
that  kind.  There  are  alfo  fome  velfcls  of  a  curious 
fpecics  of  Egyptian  clay,  of  a  greeniih  colour,  called 
Babbagauro,  and  two  urns  of  Fucaro  del  Cile,  a  very 
dear  fort  of  earth,  brought  from  Mexico.     The] 
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$£ew  here  a  large  table,  beautifully  adorned  with 
Florentine  work,  reprefenting  birds,  flowers,  fruits, 
&c.  This  curious  piece  of  work  has  employed  25 
artifts  14  years. 

In  a  cabinet,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  gallery,  is  a 
very  valuable  pillar,  formed  out  of  a  fingle  piece  of 
oriental  alabarter,  four  ells  in  length,  and  almoft 
tranfparent.  Here  is  alfo  a  fmall  chimera  in  bronze ; 
it  is  an  antique,  and  refembles  the  large  one  in  the 
gallery,  except  that  the  tail  is  perfect  in  the  latter, 
which  is  wanting  in  the  former.  Here  are  alfo  great 
numbers  of  antique  lamps,  idols,  a  fiftrum,  a  tripod, 
a  mural  crown  of  brafs,  portraits  in  needle- work,  an 
image  of  Dante,  the  famous  poet ;  a  large  painting 
on  lapis  lazuli,  a  bull  of  cardinal  Benbow,  executed  in 
mofaic;  and  alfofome  inlaid  works  of  precious  ftones, 
but  vaftly  inferior  to  that  now  performed  at  Florence. 
In  the  middle  of  the  chamber  hangs  a  large  branch, 
wholly  compofed  of  amber,  and  was  prefented  to  the 
grand  duke  by  one  of  the  electors  of  Brandenburg; 
and  has  the  heads  of  feveral  princes  and  princefies  of 
that  auguft  houfe  finely  chafed  upon  it. 

In  a  contiguous  apartment  is  a  beautiful  table,  on 
which  the  harbour  of  Leghorn  is  finely  reprefented 
in  gems ;  the  ground  is  lapis  lazuli,  which  reprefents 
the  fea ;  and  a  border  o£  agate  is  carried  round  the 
whole  work,  which  is  above  a  hundred  years  old,  but 
charmingly  executed.  There  are,  befide  this  table, 
feveral  other  antique  performances,  both  in  marble 
and  precious  ftones-,  particularly  a  very  capacious  vafe, 
formed  out  of  one  fingle  piece  of  oriental  alabafter; 
a  large  crucifix  on  a  pedeftal  of pietra  paragonia,  or 
touch-Hone.  The  crofs  is  of  agate,  and  the  image, 
excepting  the  arms,  which  are  inferted,  formed  out 
of  a  fingle  piece  of  ivory.  A  great  number  of  pieces 
of  turned  ivory  are  depofited  in  a  particular  cabinet ; 
fome  of  them  valuable  for  the  curioufnefs  of  the 
workmanfhip,  and  others  for  being  the  performances 
of  perfons  of  rank:  among  the  latter  are  a  round  box, 

turned 
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turned  by  the  Czar  Peter  the  Great  ;  a  pair  of  can- 
dleftics,  by  prince  Theodore  of  Bavaria  :  and,  among 
the  former,  a  large  globe,  with  near  a  hundred 
others  of  (mall  dimenfions,  turned  within  it-,  and  a 
Curtius  on  horfeback  leapi  g  into  the  gulph,  in  the 
Roman  forum,  which  lait  is  the  fineft  piece  in  the 
:  collection. 

They  have  alfo  here  a  prodigious  collection  of 
pieces  in  amber,  mod  of  which  have  contracted,  by 
rime,  a  red  colour-,  a  circumtlance  common  to  .all 
kinds  of  amber,  efpecially  when  it  has  been  fleeped 
in  rape  or  linfeed  oil.  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay,  that 
boiline;  of  amber  in  the  above  oils  will  reftore  its 
colour-,  but  I  well  know,  that,  if  it  be  bo;led  in  ei- 
ther of  them  for  twenty-four  hours,  it,wili  lofe  all  its 
duineis,  and  appear  as  transparent  as  the  cleareft 
glafs.  I  am  indebted  for  this  difcovery  to  that  inge- 
nious optician  Chriftian  Portfchinen,  of  Kon'gfberg, 
who  makes  amber  fpectacles.  It  fhould  however  be 
remembered,  that  this  boiling  greatly  leflens  its  elec- 
trical virtue.  In  another  cabinet  is  a  great  variety  of 
curiofities  in  ebony,  truly  admirable  for  their  work- 
manfnip,  and  the  rather,  as  this  fpecies  of  wood  is 
very  difficult  to  carve  in  any  curious  manner  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Cujatamo  Julio  Zummo,  an  ecclefiaftic  of  Sicily, 
has  adorned  the  next  chamber  with  the  anatomy  of  a 
human  head,  and  the  gradual  putrefaction  of  the 
body,  in  wax.  On  one  fide  of  thefe  pieces  fits  Time 
with  an  old  torn  folio  at  his  feet,  and  over  them  hangs 
the  picture  of  the  artilt  in  miniature.  The  gradual 
p  Litre  faction  is  {hewn  by  ieveral  figures  ;  the  firil  is  an 
inflated  corpfe,  and  contiguous  to  it  another  of  a  fai- 
lure; the  third  figure  is  that  of  a  child,  whole 
\  being  diileminated  with  blue  c.nd  yellow  fpots, 
indicates  the  near  approach  of  corruption.  Contigu- 
ous to  this  is  a  figure  covered  with  fappurating  ulcers, 
full  of  worms.  The  remaining  figures  exhibit  an  in- 
K  ifi  feries  of  ravages  made  by  the  worms,  and 
c  the 
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the  gradual  progrefs  of  corruption,  till  at  lad  the 
body  is  reduced  to  a  bare  fkeleton.  Notwithftanding 
the  ftiock  which  figures  of  this  kind  muft  give  a  per- 
fon,  who  cannot  think  on  his  own  diffolution  without 
horror;  the  various. ftages  of  putrefaction  are  fo  natu- 
ral and  delicately  exhibited,  that  they  cannot  be 
viewed  without  pieafure.  The  various  ftages  and  ef- 
fects of  the  plague  are  exhibited  in  the  fame  manner 
by  this  curious  artift. 

In  an  adjacent  chamber  you  fee  a  large  collection 
of  mathematical  inftrumenrs,  burning  mirrours,  and 
various  machines  for  explaining  the  celeftial  pheno- 
mena, according  to  the  fyftems  of  Ptolemy,  Coper- 
nicus, and  Tycho  Brahe;  together  with  a  pair  of 
globes  above  eight  feet  in  diameter,  a  magnet  of  a 
foot  long,  near  three  inches  thick,  and  fix  broad, 
and  faid  to  lift  forty  pounds.  Among  other  optical 
curiofities,  are  feveral  heads,  trophies  of  ftandards, 
colours,  fpears,  &c.  painted  on  a  table,  but,  being 
viewed  through  a  glafs  tube,  exhibit  the  picture  of  the 
prefent  duke's  grandfather.  On  the  wall  are  all  the 
territories  belonging  to  the  great  duke. 

I  fhall  not  dwell  any  longer  on  the  pictures,  de- 
ligns,  pieces  of  fculpture, Sec.  whicnare  not  always  in 
the  order  here  defcribed,  being  often  transferred  from 
one  cabinet  to  another ;  but  to  proceed  to  that  cele- 
brated chamber,  called  la  Tribuna,  or  TOctogone, 
from  its  octangular  figure.  The  diameter  of  this 
room  is  twenty  feet,  and  has  a  cupola  incruftated 
with  a  fpecies  of  mother-of-pearl ;  on  the  fuperficies 
of  which  is  delineated  a  kind  of  compafs,  on  which 
the  direction  of  the  wind  is  fhewn  by  an  index.  In 
the  center  of  this  chamber  are  fix  marble  flames,  and, 
among  the  reft,  that  famous  one  called  the  Venus  de 
Medicis„  All  judges  of  fculpture  have  constantly 
agreed  that  this  ftatue  is  the  moll  beautiful  piece  of 
fculpture  in  the  world.  It  was  formerly  placed  in  the 
palace  of  Medicis,  on  mount  Fincio,  at  Rome;  but, 
by  order  of  Cofrno  III.  removed  to  Florence.    Thofe 

who 
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who  were  intruded  with  the  care  of  packing  thefc 
ftatues,  were   fo  negligent  in   their   duty,  that   the 
thighs,  legs,  and  arms  of  the  Venus  de  Medicis  were 
broken  off  by  the  way  r,  but  they  have  been  again  re- 
placed, and  joined  with  fo  much  art,  that  a  very  cri- 
tical infpection  is  requifite  to  difcover  the  leaft  traces 
of  that  misfortune.     An  infeription  on  the  pedeftal 
informs   us,   that   Cleomenes,  an  Athenian,    fon   of 
Apollodorus,  was  the  author  of  this  celebrated  piece-, 
and  it  is  furprifing  that  this  mould  be  the  only  in- 
stance in  which  we  find  the  name  of  fo  contaminate 
a  mailer.     The  pedeftal  is  three  feet  high,  and  the 
work  of  a  modern.     Some    connoiffeurs,  from    the 
ftatue's  leaning  a  little  forward,  have  imagined,   that 
it   was  intended  to   be   placed   on   fome   elevation. 
Their  inference  is,    however,  uncertain ;  and,  pro- 
bably, the  artift  intended,  by  this  attitude,  to  exprefs 
the  modefty  with  which  Venus  endeavours  to  hide, 
and,  as  it  were,  withdraw  herfelf  from  the  eves  of  the 
Ipectator.     The  right  knee  advances  a  little  forward, 
the  left  hand  is  placed  before  the  pudenda,  and  the 
right  acrofs  her  breafts,  but  neither  touch  the  body. 
This  ftatue  is,  to  appearance  at  leaft,  lefs  than  the 
Jife,  which  is  another  objection  againft  its  being  in- 
tended to  be  placed  on  an  elevated  fituation.     The 
head  is  placed  in  a  pofnion  a  little  inclining  to  the  left 
moulder*,  and,  in  the  charms  of  her  countenance,  the 
bloom   of  youth,   innocence,  beauty,  and    mocieftv, 
feem  to  contend  with  each  other.     She  is  reprefented 
as  neither  corpulent  nor  lean,  and  the  fiefli  is  fo  ad- 
mirably executed,  as  to  induce  the  beholder  to  think 
it  is  really  Toft,   arid  would  yield  to  the  touch.     The 
polflh  of  the  marble  has,  indeed,  in  this  particular, 
greatly  afllfted  the  (kill  of  the  artift  j  it  was  at  firft  of 
a  pure  white,  but  has,  bvtime,  contracted  a  vellowilh 
tincl ;  which   has  not  yet,  however,  much  impai: 
its  beauty,  the  marble  appearing  almoft   tranfparent 
in  the  rays  of  the  fun.     The  hair  is  at  prefent  brown. 
poflibly  from  the  remains  of  the  gilding,   often  ufed 

by 
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by  the  ancients.  The  attitude  in  which  the  Venus 
de  Medicis  appears,  has  been  given  to  other  antique 
ftatues,  and  even  to  an  image  of  that  goddefs  on  a? 
.medal  of  Fauftina :  but  it  mould  not  be  inferred  from 
hence  that  the  pofture  was  borrowed  from  this  ftatue 
as  an  original,  and  even  in  thefe  ages  eftecmed  of 
matter-  piece  of  fculpture;  for  it  feems  more  natural 
to  think  that  this  was  the  common  attitude  in  which 
Venus  was  reprefented. 

Though  the  Venus  of  Medicis  has  been  the  admi- 
ration of  all  ages,  and  reforted  to  by  the  mod  curious 
perfons,  yet  it  has  not  totally  efcaped  ceniure.  The 
head  is  by  mod  connoiffeurs  confidered  as  too  fmall  in 
proportion  to  the  reft  of  the  body,  particularly  the 
hips  ;  fome  cenfure  the  nofe  as  too  large  -,  and  pofil- 
bly  the  furrow  along  the  vertebrae  of  the  back  is 
fomething  too  deep  ;  efpecially  as  the  object  repre- 
fents  a  foft  plump  female,  and  both  the  bend  of  the 
arms,  and  inclination  of  the  body,  jointly  confpire  to 
leften  the  depth  of  this  furrow,  if  not  totally  to  obli- 
terate it.  The  fingers  are  remarkably  long,  and  all, 
except  the  little  finger  of  the  left  hand,  defcitute  of 
joints  •,  but  this  mould  not  affect  the  reputation  of 
the  artift,  as  it  is  fufficiently  evident,  that  the  hands 
had  not  received  his  laft  touches.  The  fame  obfer- 
vation  might  be  extended  to  the  dolphin,  on  which 
fome  boys  are  riding,  at  the  fide  of  the  ftatue  -,  were 
we  not  convinced  that  it  was  the  common  practice  of 
the  ancients  to  execute  the  capital  parts  in  the  moil 
mafterly  manner,  but  not  to  beftow  any  great  atten- 
tion on  the  concomitant  ornaments.  I  mall  conclude 
this  fhort  criticifm  on  the  celebrated  Venus  of  Me- 
dicis, with  the  following  obfervation  made  by  fome 
able  connoiiTeurs,  namely,  that,  if  the  different  parts 
of  this  famous  ftatue  be  examined  feparately,  as  the 
head,  nofe,  &c.  and  compared  with  the  like  parts  of 
others,  it  would  not  be  impoffible  to  find  fimikr  parts 
equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  them  :  but,  if  the  delicacy 
of -the   fhape,  the    attitude,  and   fymrmtry   of   the 

whole 
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whole,  be  confidered  as  one  aficmblage  of  beauties,  it 
cannot?  be  paralleled  in  the  whole  world.  This  beau- 
tiful ftatue  is  placed  between  two  others  of  the  fame 
goddefs,  both  which  would  be  admired  by  fpectators 
in  any  other  place;  but  here  all  their  beauties  are 
eclipied  by  thole  of  the  Venus  de  Medicis. 

On  the  left  fide  of  the  entrance,  is  a  piece  of  mo- 
faic  work,  reprcfenting  an  owl  furrounded  with  many 
other  birds.  It  is  compofed  of  feveral  thoufands  of 
precious  Rones,  and  at  the  bottom  the  artift's  name, 
Marcellus  Provenzalis  a  Cento  F.  1615.  There  are 
alfo  in  the  Tribuna  feveral  pieces  of  the  modern  Flo- 
rentine work,  performed  by  Pietre  Commelle  ;  and, 
among  the  reft,  a  pearl-fifhery,  on  a  ground  of  lapis 
lazuli,  is  truly  admirable.  Here  is  alio  an  octangular 
table,  confuting  entirely  of  agate,  chalcedony,  lapis 
lazuli,  topaz,  rubies,  and  other  oriental  gems,  repre- 
fenting  birds,  fruits,  leaves,  and  flowers  •,  valued  at  a 
hundred  thoufand  fcudi  (about  21,250  pounds  fieri- 
ing)  thirty  perlbns  have  been  employed  above  fifteen 
years  en  this  fingle  piece. 

They  have  removed  the  famous  diamond  from  the 
Tribuna  to  the  duke's  private  cabinet,  but  a  piece  of 
yellowiih  glafs  exactly  of  the  fame  dimenfions  is  depo- 
iked  in  its  room.  Tavernier  tells  us  that  the  original 
weighs  an  hundred  and  forty  carats  and  a  half,  and 
was  the  largeft  in  Europe,  before  Mr.  Pitt  brought 
his  diamond  from  the  Fall  Indies.  The  Florentine 
diamond  is  of  a  yellowiih  water,  and  is  laid  to  have 
been  purchafed  by  the  grand  duke,  of  a  jefuir, 
feventy-five  thoufand  fcudi  (about  18,75.:!.  (ten. 
The  father  had,  however,  no  reafon  to  complain  of 
his  profit,  having  bought  it  for  a  fingle  paolo  (about 
7  d.  fterling)  on  the  Piazza  di  Navjona,  it  being  there 
offered  as  apiece  ol  cryftaJL 

Several  large  bafon;  of  rock  cryftal,  and  vajfes  oi 
p^s  lazuli,  agatefc  cornelian,   jafper,  tvc.  fomeof  them 
let  in  'iokl,  and  adorned  wii         • 
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lue,  are  alfo  depofited  in  a  particular  clofet  of  the 
Tribuna. 

They  alfo  mew  here  a  mod  fuperb  ftudiola  or  ca- 
binet, decorated  with  fourteen  elegant  pillars,  the 
ihafts  being  of  lapis  lazuli,  and  the  pedeftals  and  ca- 
pitals of  folid  gold,  adorned  with  pearls  and  turquoife 
ftones.  Between  the  pillars  are  baiTo-relievos  in  gold, 
and  the  heads  of  the  nails,  fuppofed  to  fallen  the  fe- 
veral  pieces  of  the  cabinet  together,  are  topazes, 
emeralds,  fapphires,  rubies,  cryfolites,  pearls,  and 
6ther  gems.  In  the  center  of  the  top  of  this  curious 
piece  is  a  pearl,  nearly  as  large  as  a  walnut,  and  pof- 
fibly  not  inferior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  Europe. 
But  the  aqua  marina  exceeds  the  pearl  in  magnitude. 
It  has  alfo  a  topaz,  large  enough  to  make  a  muff-box 
of  the  middling  fize,  and  a  granate  about  the  fame 
magnitude  with  the  pearl.  The  pieces  depofited  in 
this  grand  cabinet  are  of  a  proportional  value,  confut- 
ing principally  of  intaglios  and  cammei,  or  gems  cut 
in  relievo  •,  but  the  infide  of  it  is  never  fhewn,  but 
by  the  grand  duke's  permiffion,  as  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  pieces  render  them  very  fubjecl  to  be  loft.  They 
are  equally  ftrict  with  regard  to  the  medals  placed  in 
ten  nefts  of  drawers  in  the  fides  of  the  Tribuna.  Se- 
ven of  thefe  are  filled  with  ancient,  and  the  other 
three  with  modern  medals. 

But  to  give  fome  idea  of  the  gems,  &c.  The  an- 
tique intaglios  reprefenting  the  heads  of  emperors  and 
emprefles  amount  to  eighty.  The  antique  heads  o'£ 
kings  and  heroes, amount. to  twenty-two.  Befide  thefe, 
there  are  about  fourteen  intaglios  representing  perfons 
mafked,  twenty-eight  philosophers  and  poets,  and 
Hear  a  hundred  heathen  deities  en  creux,  all  antique 
pieces.  After  the  gems  of  heathen  gods,  follow 
mythological,  hiftorical,  and  other  intaglios,  about  a1 
jhouiand  in'  number. 

Here  are  likewife  great  numbers  of  modern  inta- 
glios fet  in  rings,  and  only  twenty-eight  antique 
pieces.     Among  the  latter  is  an  annalus  memori^  or 

Vox.  IY.  F  f  mourning. 
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mourning  ring,  that  merits  obfervation.  In  the  Iafi: 
place  are  the  baffo-relievos,  on  precious  Hones  •>  but 
here  modern  artifts,  when  compared  with  the  ancients, 
appear  to  great  difadvantage.  The  number  of  mo- 
dern pieces  is  only  a  hundred  and  twenty  -,  whereas 
that  of  the  ancients  amounts  to  five  hundred.  All  thefc 
gems,  the  whole  number  of  which  amounts  to  three 
thoufand,  are  kept  in  the  fuperb  cabinet  already  de- 
fcribed ;  and  which,  together  with  its  contents,  is 
valued  at  fix  hundred  thoufand  fcudi^  about  127,0001. 
Merlin  g. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  old  coins,  they 
reckon,  at  prefent,  three  hundreel  and  twelve  medal- 
lions, among  which  are  forty  five  of  filver.  Thole 
who  are  cleiirous  of  attaining  a  thorough  knowlege  of 
all  the  curiofities  depoiited  here  mult  often  repeat 
their  vifits.  There  is  no  difficulty  of  gaining  admit- 
tance into  the  large  gallery  of  ftatues,  a  fmall  gratuity 
to  the  porter  being  all  that  is  required. 

The  afmoria  fecreta,  or  private  armoury,  belonging 
to  the  great  duke,  into  which  one  goes  from  the  large 
gallery,  muft  by  no  means  be  omitted.  Here  are 
clepo fired  the  armours  of  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of 
Medicis,  who,  for  military  exploits,  did  not,  how- 
ever, make  a  very  extraordinary  figure  in  hiftory,  if 
we  except  Lorenzo  de  Medicis,  and  prince  Matthias, 
brother  to  the  great  duke  Ferdinand  II.  who  gained 
£reat  experience  during  a  thirty  years  war,  and  perpe- 
tuated his  memory  by  a  ftandard  taken  from  the  duke 
of  Weymar. 

Befide  thefe,  here  are  feveral  pieces  of  Pcrfian  and 
Turkifli  armour,  together  with  bridle?,  a  quiver,  and 
n  mafk  that  had  belonged  to  a  Turkifh  fultar 
in  a  fhip  taken  by  the  galleys  of  Florence.  The  mafk 
Is  intirely  plain,  but  the  quiver  is  adorned  with  fmall 
chryiblites  and  tlirquoife  (tones.  A  fuit  of  old  Ri 
armour  is  alio  depqfited  here-,  a  fword  of  C  harle- 
Tnagr.e  j  two  piftols,  together  with  a  iword  and  ftil- 
letto  in  the  lame  fcabbard;  a  terzetto  orpiftolet,~with 
a  geld  barrel,  being  a  prefent  from  the  emperor  Leo- 
pold 
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poll!  to  Cofmo  III.  a  long  fufee,  with  a  gold  barrel, 
weighing  nineteen  pounds  ;  a  piece  confuting  of  four 
piftols  joined  together,  which  maybe  concealed  in  one's 
hat,  invented  by  Antonio  de  Medicis ;  feveral  fmall 
models  of  all  kinds  of  cannon;  two  Turkifh  horfe- 
tails;  a  faddle  that   belonged  to  king  John  Sobiefki; 
a  bridle  of  prince  Radzivil,  fet  with  turquoifes ;  an 
iron  cafket,   which  the  keeper  of  the  armoury  pre- 
tends was  Hannibal's  helmet,  from  its  being  found  in 
the  Thrafimene  lake,  and  the  work,  with  the  charac- 
ters on  it,  being  Arabic  •,  fome  fhields  faid  to  have 
been  painted  by  Raphael  Urbino  ;  another  reprefent- 
ing  the  flormirig  of  a  city,  by  Julio  Romano;  and 
another,,  upon  which  a  Medufa's  head  is  painted,   by 
Leonardo  da  Vinci;  the  drefs  of  a  Weft  Indian  king, 
compofed  of  red  feathers ;    a  thong,  cut  out  of  a 
fmgle   buffalo's   hide,  two   Hundred  and  ten  eils  in 
length,  with  other  things  of  the  like  nature.     On  the 
wall  of  one  of  the   chambers  hangs  a  grey  horfe's 
mane  of  an  unu'fual  fize,  prefented  by  Charles,  duke 
6f  Lorrain,  to  the  great  duke,  Cofmo  III.     Some  fay 
it  was    twenty  feet,  and  others,  fourteen  ells  long : 
but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  both'  exceed  the  truth; 
for  I  took  the  liberty  of  pulling  out  feveral  hairs,  but 
none  exceeded  an  ell  in  length'. 

A  few  years  ago  lord  G e  drove  a  fet  of  grey 

borfes  at  London,  the  manes  of  which  almofc  reached 
the  ground.  About  this  time  the  Englifn  govern- 
ment, apprehenfive  of  a  rebellion,  thought  it  advife- 
able  for  the  public  fafety  to  deprive  all  Roman 
catholics  of  their  horfes,  as  is  ufual  on  fuch  occafionsi 
Upon  which  lord  G- — e  abjured  the  popim  reli- 
gion,' but  could  not  efcape  the  fevere  raillery  of  his' 
friends,  as  this  change  feemed  rather  from  the  love 
he  bore  to  his"  horfts,  than  from  any  real  conviction  of 
error.  The  queen,  fome  time  after,  rallying  him 
upon  that  account,  alkect  him,  why  he  had  no:  pre- 
vailed on  his  lady  to  follow  his  example  ?  To  whom 
lord  G—  e  made  this  blunt  return:  "  As  for 
F  f  i  ss  women/ 
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Cl  women,  madam,  it  is  no  matter  what  religion  they 
"  are  of." 

The  great  duke  ufually  refides  in  the  Palezzo  dc 
Pitti,  io  called  from  tlie  family  of  that  name,  who 
formerly  owned  it.  Its  front,  from  the  ruftic  work, 
and  rough  unhewn  fcones  or  which  (t  is  compofed, 
makes  no  very  llr. king  appearance;  but  toward  the 
t  and  the  gardens  the  architecture  is  pretty  ele- 
gant. A  great  direct  in  the  court  is  irs  extream 
imallnefs  in  proportion  to  the  length  and  height  of 
the  edifice.  On  the  right  hand,  as  one  enters  this 
palace,  lies  a  large  magnet,  which,  according  to 
Spon,  lifts  five  thoufand  pounds  -}  but,  fince  that, 
its  virtue  has  been  fomething  impaired  by  lire.  Some 
of  the  Swifs  guards  here,  upon  feeing  any  travellers 
approach,  run  immediately  to  rub  their  halberts  on  the 
loadftone,  and  then  hold  thefe  out  with  a  bunch  of 
keys  hanging  at  them  magnetically.  Their  view  in 
this  is  to  gee  a  little  money,  but  that  borh  here  and 
at  the  Palazzo  Vecchio  they  fhoufd  beg,  and,  with- 
out the  leait  fhame,  keep  importuning  ltrangers  for 
a  few  pence,  feems  not  at  ail  confiftent  with  the  dig- 
nity and  magnificence  of  their  mailer. 

In  a  groito  bi  longing  to  the  court- yard  of  the 
Palazzo  i.  etti  Rands  a  porphyry  ftatue  of  Moles,  big- 
ger than  the  life-,  and  not  a  great  way  from  it,  in  a 
corner,  to  the  left  hand,  is  a  bilfo-relievo,  reprellnt- 
ino- a  mule  which  had  been  ferviceable  in  carrying:,  on 
a  fledge,  all  the  materials  employed  in  building  this 
edifice.  Pliny,  in  his  Natural  Hiltory,  lib.  viii.  c.  4.4, 
informs  us,  that  the  Athenians  ordered  a  mi  !e,  which 
had  been  very  uieful  to  them  in  the  building  of  the  tem- 
ple, Ihould  be  maintained  all  the  reft  of  its  life  at  the 
public  expence,  and  it  is  laid  to  have  lived  80  years. 

Prom  the  chambers   of  the   upper  ftory   and  the 
Manfarde  or   garrets  with    Hatted    roofs,  there   is  a 
charming  ■     ■  ;  set  all  over  the  city  ;  the  palace  fl  1 
ing  on  a  itr.i  U  cminenc  ■,  which  on  the  fide  next  the 
gardens  is  fo  confiderable,   that  parterres   have  been 

railed 
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ralfed  ifl  lines  parallel  to  the  fecond  and  third  ftories. 
The  great  duke's  library  is  but  in  an  indifferent  or- 
der, though  it  abounds  with  books ;  and  its  late 
librarian,  the  celebrated  Antonio  Magliabecchi,  who 
died  on  the  4th  of  July  1714,  did  it  a  great  deal  of 
honour. 

The  jefuits  and  he  mutually  hated  each  other  ;  and, 
in  particular,  he  was  much  difgufted  at  the  character 
they  gave  of  him,  Eft  doUor  inter  bibliothecarios,  fed 
bibliothecariiis  inter  dcclores.     "  He  is  learned  amonp- 
librarians,  but  a  mere  librarian  among  the  learned.5' 
His  own  library  was  no  better  than  a  hog's-ftye,   the 
books  lying  moftly  on  the  ground,  and  in  confufed 
heaps  ;  but  by  the  help  of  an  extraordinary  memory, 
lie  could  readily  find  out  the  volumes  that  treated  on 
any  fubjeel  ftarted  in  converfation.     The  books  he 
often  read  in  were  very   much   daubed   with  fnuff, 
which   he   took  to  excels.     Eggs  being  his  principal 
food,  fuch  books  as   ferved  him   inftead  of  a  table 
were  fmeared  all  over  with  the  yolks.     By  the  length 
of  his  nails,   which  he  never  cut,  he  might  have  be- 
come a  very  good  harper.     Fie  never  changed   his 
linen,  fo  that  he  kept  a  flint  on  as  long  as  it  would 
hang  together ;  and  from   his  living  in  this  beaftly 
manner,  and  feldom  warning;  himfeif,   it  is  not  at  all 
furprifing,  that  fuch  an  offenfive  ftench  was  emitted 
from  him  as  mull  difguft  moft  people.     Were  we  to 
make  out  a  catalogue  of  learned  men  who  lived  in  a 
fordid  ilovenly  manner,  Magliabecchi  would  undoubt- 
edly be  intitled  to  the  firft  place  ;'  but  in  his   train 
would  appear  many  illuftrious  names  belonging  to  the 
republic  of  letters.     The  mufes  of  ParnafTus  cannot 
be  ladies  of  a  very  delicate  tafte  to  be  fo  familiar  with  ■ 
fuch  forbidding  creatures! 

From  the  Palazzo  de  Pitti,  the  great  duke  can 
come  through  a  covered  paffage  to  the  gallery  cf  cu- 
riofities  and  the  Palazzo  Vecchio  •,  in  the  laft  of  which, 
through  little  private  windows',  he  can  hear  and  fee 
fyjiat  paries  in  the  feveral  courts  of  juflice,  without 
F  f  a  being 
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being  obferved  by  any  one.  The  aforefaid  pa(Tage  is 
fix  hundred  paces  long,  fix  in  breadth,  and  eight  in 
height.  On  its  walls  are  large  pictures,  reprefenting 
the  tranfactions  of  the  emperor  Charles  V.  Philip  II. 
king  of  Spain,  Henry  IV.  king  of  France,  and  the 
great  duke  Ferdinand  II.  It  is  pity  this  gallery  is 
not  in  a  ftraight  line,  for  by  forming  feveral  turnings 
and  angles  its  beauty  is  greatly  impaired. 

On  one  fide  of  the  garden  is  the  duke's  menagerie, 
where  are  fome  oftrich.es,  pelicans,  Chinefe  geefc, 
pheafants,  parrots,  Egyptian  hens,  and  Corfican  deer, 
very  fmall-fized ;  here  alfo  is  kept  a  kind  of  outlandifh 
crane,  called  Kurki,  which  hops  or  dances,  as  it 
were,  to  a  certain  tune.  The  lions,  tygers,  panthers, 
buffalos,  lynxes,  bears,  and  the  like  wild  beafb,  are 
kept  in  another  part  of  the  city,  not  far  from  St. 
Mark's-fquare,  in  a  particular  building,  called  Seraglio 
de  Lioni.  Each  beaft  has  before  its  den  a  long  open 
piece  cf  ground  to  walk  and  air  itfelf  in.  Some  years 
ago  a  tygrefs  whelped  here,  but  Hie  eat  up  her  young 
as  foon  as  Ike  had  brought  them  forth.  The  inclofure 
for  hunting  thefe  wild  beads  is  extremely  well  con- 
trived, and,  after  this  (port  is  over,  in  order  to  drive 
the  beads  to  their  dens,  they  ufe  a  particular  method, 
namely,  a  hollow  machine  reprelenting  a  dragon, 
containing  feveral  perfons  with  lighted  torches,  the 
fire  of  which  blazing  through  its  open  jaws  and  eyes, 
fcrikes  fuch  a  terror  into  the  wild  hearts,  that  they 
quiver  every  limb,  and  are  glad  to  run  to  any  place 
of  fhelter. 

Near  the  Seraglio  de  Lioni  is  the  duke's  phyfic  gar- 
den, or  Giardino  de  Semplici,  oil  which  Cofmo  I. 
nded  large  films:  and  from  this  garden's  hav- 
ing the  moil  curious  and  rare  plants  growing  in 
it,  the  Academicia  di  Botanica,  inftituted  at  Florence, 
hold  their  ufual  here.     Adjoining  bo  this 

garden  arc  the  (tables  foi  .  lege  or  riding-fchool 

of  the  ducal  family ;  the  career  is  leventy-three  com- 
mon ;  i<  es  in  length,  and  here  is  {hewn  a  horfe  who. 
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goes  it  over  in  five  leaps.  The  riding  with  lances  is 
pra&ifed  by  learners  againft  a  moveable  wooden  fta- 
tue,  which,  if  the  lance  properly  hit  the  fhield  in  the 
center,  ftands  Mill ;  but,  if  the  thruft  be  wrong  made, 
the  image  whirls  round,  and  with  its  arm  gives  the 
rid:r  a  found  box  on  the  ear. 

Without  the  city  the  great  duke  has  two  fine  feats', 
called  Poggio,  or  Villa  Imperiale,  and  Pratolino:  tjie 
former  ftands  only  an  Italian  mile  from  the  city  ;  and 
on  this  fide  the  Porta  Romana  is  a  charming  avenue 
leading  to  it.  Before  the  villa  is  a  fpacious  amphi- 
theatre with  cyprefs-hedges  and  a  (lone  baluftrade  :  at 
its  entrance,  on  one  fide,  you  fee  a  large  marble  ftatue 
of  Atlas  with  the  globe  on  his  moulder,  and,  on  the 
other,  Jupiter,  of  the  like  materials  and  fize,  with  a 
thunderbolt  in  his  hand.  The  outfide  of  the  building 
has  no  ftriking  appearance,  but,  within,  the  apart- 
ments are  commodious. 

T)ie  number  of  churches  in  Florence  is  reckoned  to 
be  above  a  hundred  and  fifty,  beiide  feventy -eight 
convents  and  twenty-two  hofpitals.  In  fuch  a  multi- 
tude of  religious  buildings,  efpecially  in  a  country 
like  this,  many  of  them  muft,  on  account  of  the  va- 
rious curiofities  they  contain,  deferve  the  notice  of  a 
curious  traveller. 

Among  the  relics  in  the  cathedral  is  fhewn  one  of 
the  nails  with  which  Chrift  was  faftened  to  the  erofs  -, 
a  piece  of  the  crois  itfelf;  a  thorn  from  our  Saviour's 
crown  ;  and  a  thumb  of  John  the  Baptiii,  with  fome 
of  his  allies,  #  piece  of  St.  Andrew's  arm,  of  Aaron's 
rod,  and  Mofes's  fiaff-,  notwithftanding  the  canons  of 
the  church  of  St.  John  Lateran  at  Rome  maintain 
that  they  have  the  laft  in  tire. 

To  give  a  particular  account  of  .every  chapel,  though 
none  of  them  aredefcitute  of  fine  paintings  and  fculp- 
ture,  would  be  endleis.  I  he  marquis  de  Fcroni's 
chapel  is  particularly  remarkable  for  its'ftatues;  and 
the  Pazzi  chapel,  at  prefent  called  Bandinelli's,  for 
marble  fpulptiires  of  that  artiftj  particularly  a  group 
F  f  4  repre- 
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reprelenting  the  dead  body  of  Chrift,  fupported  by 
God  the  Father. 

In  St.  Laurence  church,  on  the  left  wall,  near  the 
main  entrance,  is  a  marble  monument,  decorated  with 
beautiful  bronze  foliage,  by  Andrea  Verrochio,  for 
Peter  and  John  de  Medicis,  ions  to  the  great  duke 
Cofmo.  The  former  died  in  the  Spanifh  fervice,  but 
the  latter  was  honoured  with  a  cardinal's  hat,  though 
he  died  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age.  The  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  death  gave  the  greatest  affliction  to 
his  whole  family.  He  was,  it  feems,  one  day  hunt- 
ing with  his  brother  Garfias,  and  happened  to  have 
fome  difference  with  him  ;  upon  which,  Garfia>, 
being  of  a  malicious  difpofition,  watched  an  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  his  eldeft  brother,  and  ftabbed 
him  with  a  dagger.  Garfias,  after  committing  the 
fact,  returned  to  his  companions  without  fliewiiig  the 
leaft  difcompofure  in  his  countenance  or  behaviour. 
But,  prince  John's  horfe  returning  without  his  rider, 
the  company  was  alarmed,  and  by  following  the  track 
found  the  dead  body  lying  on  the  ground.  When 
this  unfortunate  news  firft  reached  the  ears  of  Cofmo, 
he  ordered  that  the  affair  fhould  be  kept  fecret,  and 
reported  that  his  fon  died  fuddenly  of  an  apoplexy,  as 
he  was  hunting.  In  the  mean  time  he  caufed  the 
body  to  be  carried  into  an  apartment  of  the  palace, 
and  immediately  fent  for  Garfias,  from  whole  malig- 
nant and  depraved  temper  he  fufpected  the  true  caule 
of  this  unhappy  affair.  Garfias,  at  firft,  boldly  de- 
nied the  charge,  and  even  with  fome  mixture  of  re- 
fentment  •,  but,  on  his  being  (hewn  the  body  of  his 
murdered  brother,  which  immediately  begin  to  bleed 
afrefh,  he  confefled  the  fact,  at  the  fame  time  throw- 
ing himfelf  at  his  father's  feet.  Cofmo,  after  admo- 
nishing his  fon  to  call  upon  the  Almighty  for  mercy, 
added,  "  You  ought  to  think  it  the  greateft  happi- 
*'  nets  to  loie  that  life,  of  which  you  are  now  urn 
"  thy,  by  the  hand  of  him  from  whom  you  at  fir  It  rc- 
11  ceivedit."  After  uttering  thefe  words,  he  took,  from 
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.•Gar  lias's  fide, the  dagger  which  had  been  the  fatal  in- 
Itrument  of  his  unnatural  revenge,  and  plunged  it 
into  the  heart  of  his  fon,  who  immediately  funk  down 
on  the  dead  body  of  his  brother,  and  expired.  This 
event  happened  in  the  year  1562,  Garlias  being  only 
fifteen  years  of  age.  Very  few  perlbns  were  privy  to 
the  whole  affair,  it  being  given  out  that  the  two  bro- 
thers died  of  an  infectious  diftemper  which  then  raged 
in  Florence.  And,  the  better  to  conceal  this  melan- 
choly tranfaction,  they  were  both  honoured  with  a 
pompous  funeral,  and  Garfias  had  a  public  oration 
fpoken  in  honour  of  him  •,  but  whether  his  remains 
are  interred  in  the  fame  grave  with  thole  of  his  bro- 
ther, I  never  could  learn  with  certainty.  The  tragical 
jend  of  thefe  princes  fo  affected  the  ducrkfs  Eleanora, 
their  mother,  a  lady  of  excellent  fenfe,  that  in  a  few 
days  after  fhe  expired.  Cofmo  had  at  that  time  three 
other  fons  living. 

Behind  the  high  altar  and  choir  of  St.  Lorenzo's 
.church,  is  the  entrance  into  a  new  chapel,  defigned 
as  a  burying-place  for  the  great  dukes  of  Tufcany,  the 
foundation  of  which  was  laid  in  the  year  1 604.  At 
firfl,  three  hundred  perfons  were  conftandy  employed, 
but  afterward  the  number  was  reduced  to  fixty  ;  not* 
withftanding  which,  eighteen  thoufand  fcudi  of  4550I. 
Jterling  are  annually  expended  in  this  work.  It  is  not 
yet  more  than  half  finifhed  ;  and  we  have  {cen  the 
whole  ducal  family  extinct,  long  before  the  pompous 
place  for  the  reception  of  their  remains  is  com  pleated. 
This,  however,  is  certain,  that,  when  it  is  finifhed, 
•ftot  a  chapel  in  the  whole  world  can  be  compared  with 
it  for  elegance      It  is  of  an  octangular  form. 

The  library  of  St.  Marks  is  a  grand  hall,  divided 
by  "two  rows  of  pillars  into  three  galleries.  From  this 
library  is  a  rnoft  delightful  profpect  toward  the  moun- 
tain, on  which  flood  the  ancient  city  of  Fiefole,  and 
where  the  ruins  of  it  are  ftill  viflble. 

Florence  is  commonly  it i led  La  Bella,  or  the  fair, 
poflibly  from  the  clean  line  is  of  its  iireets,   and  the 

gbodnefs 
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goodnefs  of  the  pavements,  confiding  moftly  of  broad 
free-ftone,  called  Pietre  Forti.  But  the  palaces  are 
neither  equal  in  number  or  grandeur  to  thofe  of  Tu- 
rin, Genoa,  or  Rome.  The  flreets  are  alfo,  in  ge- 
neral, crooked  and  narrow-,  the  latter  is  particularly 
obfervable  in  the  Corfo,  laid  to  be  two  Italian  miles 
in  length  j  and  even  fome  are  fo  remarkably  narrow, 
that  no  carriage  can  pafs  through  them. 

A  traveller,  who  intends  to  vifit  the  other  parts  of 
Italy,  need  not  fpend  his  time  here  in  viewing  pri- 
vate palaces.     The  elegant  appearance  of  this  city  is 
greatly  leiTened  by  the  paper-windows,  common  in 
every  part  of  it i   but,  with  regard  to  ftatucs,  paint- 
ings, and  monuments,  few  can  be  compared   to  ir. 
Among  them  the  moft  remarkable  is  the  large  and 
beautiful  column  of  the  Doric  order,  erected  in  the 
fquare,   before  the  church  of  St.  Trinita  •,  it  is  of  a 
greyifh  colour,  and  formed  out  of  a  fingle  piece  of 
granate :  on  the  top  of  it  is  a  porphyry  ftatue  of  Juf- 
tice,  with  her  fcales,  and  a  regal  mantle  of  bronze, 
done  by  Romolo  del  Dadda.     Cofino  I.  erected  it  in 
the  year  1564-,   becaufe,  as  fomc  pretend,  he  here  re- 
ceived advice  of  the  lurrender  of  the  city  of  Sienna. 
The  granate  column  is  faid  to  have  been  dilco. 
at  Rome  in  the  baths  of  Antonius,  and  pfefented  by 
pope  Pius  IV.  to  Cofmo.   No  fault  can  be  found  with 
the  workmanfiiip  of  the  flame,  but  many  except  to 
her  fi  uation,  as  the  proper  place  of  JuRice  is  ti 
nals  and  courts  of  judicature  :  others  are  not  p] 
with  her  lofty  and  diftant  fitUution,  being,  as  it  were, 
inacceflible  to  poor  mortals.     Others,  again,   fa 
callv  remark  that  the  ftatue  reaches  out  its  band!,  as 
defirous  of  receiving  fbmething,  in  order   to   ; 
the  fcale  incline  to  his  fide  who  fees  the  largelt.  And, 
fairly,  fome  think  it  ft  range  that  Jaftice  mould  turn 
her   back  upon  the  palace  Degli  LJffizii,  where  the 
courts -of  judicature  are  held. 

The  Mercaro  Nuovo,  or  New  Market-place,  is 
properly  the  exchange  of  Florence  ;  for  here  the  prin- 
cipal 


F  L  ORENC  £  44$ 

(cipal  merchants,  many  of  whom  are  of  noble  fami- 
lies, meet,  toward  noon,  to  tranfacl  bufinefs ;  trade 
b'eing  here,  as  well  as  at  Genoa,  considered  as  not 
the  leaft  derogatory  from  nobility  :  and  hence  feveral 
families  here  live  in  the  greaterl  affluence  and  repu- 
tation; whereas,  in  other  places,  particularly  Ger- 
many, many  families  of  rank,  for  a  whole  century 
together,  remain  in  indigence  and  obfcurity,  meerly 
on  account  of  their  poverty  •,  and  are  excluded,  not 
only  from  the  higher  ecclefiaftical  benefices  and  ca- 
nonries  (of  which  there  are  very  few  among  the  Pro- 
,teftants)  but  likewife  from  the  principal  employments 
df  the  Hate.  Thefe  misfortunes  chiefly  flow  from 
their  bigotry  to  their  rank  and  nobility,  and  being 
more  folicitous  in  their  marriages  about  a  long  race 
of  anceftors,  and  the  antiquity  of  a  family,  than  a 
jhandfome  fortune.  The  Venetian  nobility  alfo  trade 
in  fecret $  whereas  thofe  of  Florence  do  it  openly, 
and  even  by  retail ;  not  thinking  they  in  the  leaft  in- 
jure their  titles  by  ftanding  in  their  mops,  or  mea- 
suring out  a  yard  of  any  fort  of  fluff  to  a  cuflomer. 
Hence  the  Florentines  are  admired  for  their  cecono- 
my  -,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Milanefe  are 
branded  with  the  character  of  the  mod  profufe  and 
Javifli  of  mortals,  minding  nothing  but  gaiety  in  their 
drefs,  magnificence  in  their  entertainments,  andfplen- 
did  furniture.  Even  the  ducal  family  of  Florence 
owe  to  commerce  that  grandeur,  which  they  have 
now  fupported  above  two  centuries.  Cofino  cle  Me- 
dicis,  who  died  in  14653  had  upward  of  twenty  ware- 
houfes  in  the  chief  trading  cities  of  the  known  world, 
and  was  fo  very  fortunate,  that,  during  the  courfe  of 
fifty-four  years,  he  never  iuffered  any  considerable 
lofs  by  the  bankruptcy  of  other  merchants. 

[Dr.  Smoliet  gives  us  the  following  remarks  on  the 
manners  and  difpofidons  of  the  Florentines, 

6  There  is  a  confiderable  number  of  fafhionable 
people  at  Florence,  and  many  of  them  in  good  cir- 
cumflances-.      They  affect  a   gaiety   in   their  drefs, 

equipage 
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equipage,  and  converfation  ;  but  (land  very  much  on 
their  punctilio  with  ftrangers  :  and  will  nut,  without 
great  reludtance,  admit  into  their  aflemblies  any 
lady  of  another  country,  whofe  nobleffe  is  not  afcer- 
tained  by  a  title.  This  refcrve  is  in  fome  meafure 
excufable  among  a  people,  who  are  extremely  igno- 
rant of  foreign  cultoms,  and  who  know  that  in  their 
own  country,  every  perfon,  even  the  moll  infigni- 
ficant,  who  has  any  pretentions  to  family,  either  in- 
herits, or  affumes,  the  title  of  princips,  conte,  or 
mar  chefs. 

With  all  their  pride,  however,  the  nobles  of  Flo- 
rence are  humble  enough  to  enter  into  partnerfhip 
with  iliopkeepers,  and  even  to  fell  wine  by  retail. 
Jt  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  in  every  palace  or  great 
houfe  in  this  city,  there  is  a  little  window  fronting 
the  itreet,  provided  with  a  iron  knocker,  and  over 
it  hangs  an  empty  flafk,  by  way  of  fign-poft.  Thi- 
ther you  fend  your  fervant  to  buy  a  bottle  of  wine. 
He  knocks  at  the  little  wicket,  which  is  opened  im- 
mediately by  a  domeltic,  who  fupplies  him  with  what 
he  wants,  and  receives  the  money  like  the  waker  of 
any  other  cabaret.  It  is  pretty  extraordinary  that  it 
ftiould  not  be  deemed  a  dilparagement  in  a  nobleman 
to  fell  half  a  pound  of  figs,  a  piece  of  ribbon  or  tape, 
or  to  take  money  for  a  flafk  of  four  wine  •,  and  yet  be 
counted  infamous  to  match  his  daughter  in  the  family 
of  a  perfbn  who  has  difliriguifhed  himfelf  in  any  one 
of  the  learned  profc fiions. 

Though  Florence  be  tolerably  populous,  there 
feems  to  be  very  little  trade  of  anv  kind  in  it ;  bur 
the  inhabitants  Batter  themfelves  with  the  prolpeet  of 
reaping  great  advantage  from  the  rcfidcr.ee  of  one 
of  the  arch-dukes,  for  whofe  recepcion  they  are  now 
:  t!i'-  |  alace  of  1'itti.  1  know  not  what  the 
revenues  of  Tufcany  may  amount  to  fince  the  fuG» 
ceffion  of  the  princes  of  Lorra  n  ;  but,  under  the  laft 
dukes  of  the  Medici  family,  they  were  (aid  to  pro 
two  millions  of  crowns,  equal  to  five  huni 
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thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Thefe  arofe  from  a  very 
heavy  tax  upon  land  and  houfes,  the  portions  of 
maidens,  and  fuits  at  law,  betide  the  duties  upon 
traffic,  a  fevere  gabelle  upon  the  neceffaries  of  life, 
and  a  toll  upon  every  eatable  entered  into  this  capi- 
tal. If  we  may  believe  Leti,  the  grand  duke  was 
then  able  to  raife  and  maintain  an  army  of  forty 
thoufand  infantry,  and  three  thoufand  horfe  $  with 
twelve  gallies,  two  galeaffes,  and  twenty  mips  of 
war.  i  queftion  if  Tuicany  can  maintain,  at  prefers^ 
above  one  half  of  fuch  an  armament.  He  that  now 
commands  the  emperor's  navy,  confining  of  a  few 
frigates,  is  an  Englifhman,  called  Acton,  who  was 
heretofore  captain  of  a  fhjp  in  our  Eaft  India  com- 
pany's fervice.  He  has  lately  embraced  the  catholic 
religion,  and  been  created  admiral  of  Tufcany, 

1  here  is  a  tolerable  opera  in  Florence  for  the  en- 
tertainment of  the  belt  company,  though  they  do 
not  feem  very  attentive  to  the  mufic.  Italy  is  cer- 
cainly  the  native  country  of  this  art  ;  and  yet,  I  do 
not  find  the  people  in  general,  either  more  mnfically 
inclined,  or  better  provided  with  ears  than  their  neigh- 
bours. Here  is  alio  a  wretched  troop  of  comedians 
for  the  burgeois,  and  lov/er  clals  of  people  i  but  what 
feems  moil  to  fuit  the  tafte  of  all  ranks,  is  the  exhi- 
bition of  church  pageantry.  I  had  occafion  to  fee  a 
proceffion,  where  all  the  nobleffe  of  the  city  attended 
in  their  coaches,  which  filled  the  whole  length  of  the 
great  ftreet,  called  the  Corfo,  It  was  the  anniver- 
fary  of  a  charitable  inftitution  in  favour  of  poor 
maidens,  a  certain  number  of  whom  are  portioned 
-every  year.  About  two  hundred  of  thefe  virgins 
walked  in  proceffion,  two  and  two  together,  cloathed 
in  violet-coloured  wide  gowns,  with  white  veils  on 
their  heads,  and  made  a  very  clafTical  appearance. 
They  were  preceded  and  followed  by  an  irregular 
mob  of  penitents,  in  fackcloth,  vAtlj  lighted  tapers, 
and  monks  carrying  crucifixes,  bawling  and  bellow- 
ing the  litanies  :  bin  the  great  object  wa§  a  figure  of 

the 
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the  Virgin  Mary,  as  big  as  the  life,  (landing  within' 
a  gilt  frame,  dreffed  in  a  gold  fluff,  with  a  large- 
hoop,  a  great  quantity  of  falfe  jewels,  her  fa 
painted  and  patched,  and  her  hair  frizzled  and  curled 
in  the  very  extremity  of  thefafhion.  Very  little  re- 
gard had  been  paid  to  the  image  of  our  Saviour  on 
the  crofs  ;  but  when  his  lady- mother  appeared  on  the 
fhoulders  of  three  or  four  lufty  friars,  the  whole  po- 
pulace fell  upon  their  knees  in  the  dirr.  This  extra- 
ordinary veneration  paid  to  the  Virgin,  mud  have 
been  derived  originally  from  the  French,  who  pique 
themfelvcs  on  their  gallantry  to  the  fair  fex. 

Amidli  all  the  icenery  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  I  have  never  yet  teen  any  of  the  fpeclators 
affected  at  heart,  or  dilcover  the  lead  figni  of  fana- 
ticism. The  very  difcipli'nants,  who  fcourge  them- 
ielves  in  the  holy-week,  are  generally  peafants,  or 
parties  hired  for  the  purpofe.  Thcie  of  die  confrai- 
ries,  who  have  an  ambition  to  diftinguifh  themielves 
on  fuch  occaficns,  take  care  to  iecure  cheir  backs  from 
the  fmart,  by  means  of  fecret  armour,  either  wo- 
men's boddice,  or  quilted  jackets.  The  confrairies 
are  fraternities  of  devotees,  who  inlift  themfclves 
under  the  banners  of  particular  flints.  On  days  of 
proceffion  they  appear  in  a  body  dreffed  as  penitents, 
and  mafked,  and  diflinguifhed  by  croffes  on  their 
habits.  There  is  fcarce  an  individual,  whether  noble 
or  plebeian,  who  does  not  belong  to  one  of  thefe 
aiTbciations,  which  may  be  compared  to  the  Free- 
mafons,  Gregorcans,  and  Antigallicans  of  England. 

Jufl:  without  one  of  the  gates  of  Florence,  there 
is  a  triumphal  arch  erecled  on  occafion  of  the  hue 
emperor's  making  his  public  entry,  when  he  luc- 
eeededto  the  dukedom  of  Tufcany  ;  and  here  in  the 
fummer  evenings,  the  quality  refor*  to  cake  the  air 
in  their  coaches.  Every  carriage  Hops,  and  forms  v 
little  feparate  cortverfazionei  The  ladies  fit  within, 
and  the  ckifbei  lland  on  the  foot-boards,  on  each 
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fide  of  the  coach,   entertainino-  them  with  their  dif- 
courfe." 

Mr.  Sharpe  likewife  furnilhes  us  with  many  judi- 
cious mifcellaneous  obfervations  on  Florence  and  its 
inhabitants,  which  will  greatly  illuftrate  the  preced- 
ing defcriptions. 

4  In  our  way  to  Florence,  fays  Mr.  Sharpe, 

we  paffed  through  Sienna,  the  town  which  gave  name 
to  the  celebrated  Senefmo ;  as  I  had  always  heard 
he  finifhed  his  days  very  comfortably  in  his  native 
place,  and  had  built  a  beautiful  palace  with  the  thou- 
lands  he  had  acquired  in  England,  one  of  my  hrfc  en- 
quiries was  after  his  hiftory  and  his  houfe,  which  we 
vifited  with  a  delign  to  take  only  a  view  of  its  out- 
fide  ;  bu||the  eagernefs  with  which  I  furveyed  it, 
and  the  appearance  of  foreigners,  foon  brought  the 
lady  of  the  houfe  to  the  window ;  and  her  polite- 
nefs,  together  with  a  good-natured  officious  forward- 
nefs  in  the  fervant  who  attended  me,  produced  an 
invitation  in  lefs  than  half  a  minute.  She  proved 
to  be  the  wife  of  Senelino's  eldeft  nephew,  and  prin- 
cipal heir;  a  very  fine,  beautiful,  and  affable  wo- 
man ;  and  was  more  rejoiced  to  fee  us  than  you  can 
readily  imagine,  from  the  grateful  fenfe  fhe  enter- 
tained of  the  favours  her  uncle  had  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  Englifh  nation.  The  houfe  is  really 
handfome,  but  not  fo  gaudy  and  expenfive  as  to  re- 
flect on  the  mcdefty  of  the  owner :  fome  of  the  rooms 
are  furnilhed  entirely  with  Englifh  furniture,  an  indi- 
cation he  had  fome  prejudices  in  favour  of  England, 
as  the  freight  and  carriage  muft  have  been  expen- 
five. It  (lands  in  a  kind  of  forebury,  the  moil  plea- 
fant  fpot  of  ground  in  the  city,  and  very  gay,  becaufe  it 
is  the  promenade.  Senefmo  gave  his  eldeft  nephew 
about  ten  thoufand  pounds,  and  to  three  or  four 
other  nephews,  and  their  fons,  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  pounds  each,  a  considerable  fortune  at  Si- 
enna, but  not  an  enormous  one, 
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It  is  impoflible  for  any  man,  a  little  aquainted  iij 
hiftory,  not  to  beftow  a  figh  on  this  once  celebrated 
city  and  republic,  which,  when  it  flourifhed,  fmatt' 
as  it  was,  by  the  renown  of  its  arms  and  it,  arts* 
made  no  deipicab le  figure  in  Europe;  and,  in  thofe 
days,  three  or  four  hundred  years  fince,  contained 
within  its  walls  ninety  or  one  hundred  thoufand  in- 
habitants, where  now,  there  are,  at  moft,  twelve  or 
fourteen  thoufand.  A  plague  greatly  depopulated 
it;  but  the  lols  of  its  liberty  proved  the  incurable 
wound,  which  has  continued  to  drain  and  wafte  its 
ftrength. The  cathedral  is  a  very  curious  Go- 
thic itructure  ;  the  Sienneie  call  it  a  fine  one,  and  be- 
lieve, if  it  were  at  Rome,  it  would  (land  in  honour 
next  to  St.  Peter's  ;  but  I  cueftion  whetheftt  be  not 
more  whimfical  than  line:  to  the  belt  of  my  me- 
mory, the  minfter  at  York,  though  confiding  of  ftone' 
and  white  walls  only,  is  a  more  beautiful  defio-n  ;- 
but  this  building,  both  on  the  infide  and  out,  is  en- 
tirely marble;  and,  what  renders  it  fo  remarkable, 
is,  that  fome  blocks  are  white,  and  others  black  ; 
there  is  a  Iafge'f  porcion  of  the  building  white,  but 
the  black  is  in  a  very  confiderable  quantity  :  this  va- 
riegation, upon  the  firft  fight,  flrikes  ;  but  I  quef- 
rion  whether,  upon  the  whole,  it  will  ftand  the  ted 
of  criticifm. 

The  river  Arno  runs  through  Florence,  divid- 
ing it  as  the  Thames  does  London  from  Southward 
This  llream,  which,  like  moll  others  in  Italy,  is  tur- 
bid, has  found,  however,  many  panegyrical  writers, 
though  it  has  two  very  bad  properties  for  a  iiver; 
that  is,  a  propensity  to  overflow  its  banks  after  heavy 
fhowers,  and  to  be  almoll  dry  at  other  times.  I  law 
an  infeription  on  the  walls  of  a  houle,  about  ten 
feet  from  the  ground,  fignifying,  that,  in  the  year 
1557,  the  river  overflowed  the  city  to  the  height  of 
that  infeription;  there  was  likewife  another  in  i;oi, 
to  the  height  of  two  feet  in  the  ftrects.  1  hefe  in- 
undation.0. 
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nndations  happen  very  often,  and,  though  not  to  the 
degree  I  have  defcribed,  yet  fufficiently  to  cauie  much 
defolation.  A  fhort  hiftory  of  the  rivers,  or  rather 
torrents  of  Italy,  their  frequent  emptinefs,  and  their 
frequent  overflowings,  would  give  a  man  the  higheft 
reliili  for  Sir  John  Denham's  few  panegyrical  lines 
on  our  Thames. 

I  faunter  now  and  then,  in  the  fuburbs,  amongft 
the  poor,  and  not  without  finding  matter  of  contem- 
plation. I  am  very  well  informed,  that  a  woman 
here,  though  (he  have  no  children  and  family  to  take 
care  of,  and  employ  her  time  with  the  utmoft  di- 
ligence, cannot  earn  above  two-pence  halfpenny  a 
day  by  fpinning,  the  ufual  occupation  of  the  poor  : 
yet,  compare  either  their  habitations,  or  their  chil- 
dren, with  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fkirts  of 
London,  and  you  will  blufh  for  the  mifery  and  dif- 
folutenefs  of  our  country-folks.  It  would  be  won- 
derful, however,  that  the  poor  could  fubfift  on  fuch 
fmall  wages,  if  we  did  not  know,  that  mere  bread 
alone,  in  fufBciency,  is  their  principal  object  of  ex- 
pence.  They  talk  much  here  of  their  prefent  wretch- 
ednefs,  the  laft  year  having  neither  produced  corn 
or  wine  equal  to  their  home  confumption  •,  anda 
what  is  worfe,  their  manufactures  have  decayed  fo 
much,  that  the  induftrious  cannot  always  find  work  t 
they  fay,  that,  a  few  years  fince,  they  exported  vaffc 
quantities  of  wrought  filks  to  England  ;  now  they 
fend  few  or  none  :  nay,  that  the  Englifh  have  gained 
fo  much  upon  them,  in  the  art  of  weaving,  that 
they  find  a  profit  in  importing  Englifh  filk  manufac- 
tures, particularly  filk  (lockings,  by  reaibn  of  their 
durablenefs.  A  man  fhould  come  abroad,  either  to 
raife  his  opinion  of  his  country,  or  his  countrymen. 
I  was  much  pleafed,  the  other  day,  to  hear  an  Eng- 
lifhman,  who  has  lived  abroad  above  thirty  years, 
burft  into  an  unfeigned  exclamation,  upon  being 
{hewn  one  of  the  newly  invented  co  rk-fcrews,  "  Well, 

Vol.  IV.  G  g  faid 
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faid  he,  thefe  EngJilhmen  are  the  mod  ingenious  crea- 
tures in  the  world  !" 

I  have  almolt  infenfibly  quitted  my  fubjecl:  in  rela- 
tion to  the  poor  •,   but  I  intended  to  make  a  reflection, 
that,  when  the  populace  do  not  give  themfelves  up  to 
fpirituous  liquors,  they  make  fome  fhitc  to  icramble 
through  life  tolerably  well,  as  may  be  feen  at  Ho- 
rence.     I  am  aware  that  the  richeit  cities  will  always 
iwarm,  for  that  very  reafon,  with  the  indigent  poor, 
lb  long  as   men  are   men  •,  for,  fince  many  will  be 
idle,  they  will   confequently  be,  in  proportion,  more 
wretched,  as  the  means  of  fubfifbence  is  expenfive ; 
and  neceiTaries  will  grow  dearer  as  riches  multiply  : 
neverthelefs,  as   brown  bread  is  fbill  cheaper  in  Eng- 
land than  elfe where,  1  cannot  but  impute  it  to  pride 
and  idlenefs,  that  the  greater  part  of  our  poor,  in  and 
about  London,  are  ever  in  want.     The  lower  people 
in  Italy  fpend  more  than  you  would  believe  in  wine  •, 
but  neither  their  abilities,  nor  the  example  of  their 
betters,    lead  them  into  drunkennefs  :    they  have  a 
great  notion  it  is  wholelbme,  and  they  give  it  to  their 
children  at  the  bread. 

I  am  much  plealed  with  the  contrivance  ufed  in 
the  great  hofpital  here,  to  avoid  bugs  :  It  is  no  other 
than  a  plain  bedftead  of  iron,  maue  fo  fimple,  that 
there  is  not  a  crevice  where  a  bug  can  conceal  it- 
tlf.  Attempts  of  this  kind  have  been  made  in  Eng- 
land, but  they  have  proved  ineffectual ;  beeauic 
they  have  fattened  ricking  to  the  frame,  with  oilet- 
holes,  and  cording,  which  aflbrided  fome  harbour  to 
thefe  animals.  In  this  hofpital  they  only  lay  acrols 
the  frame  about  four  or  five  boards,  a  little  longer 
£han  the  width  of  the  frame,  and  about  a  foot  broad, 
■on  which  they  lay  the  bedding-,  thefe  are  move- 
able, and  if  neceflary,  may  be  brufhed  when  the  fed 
is  made,  as  eafily,  and  in  as  fhort  a  time  as  a  man 
brufhes  his  hai.  In  the  hospitals  at  London,  bugs 
are  frequently  a  greater  evil  to  the  patient,  than  the 

malady 
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malady  for  which  he  feeks  an  hofpital ;  and,  could  I 
have  intereft  enough  with  the  governors,  to  bring 
about  an  imitation  of  this  frame,  I  mould  be  exceed- 
ingly rejoiced  in  the  comfort  it  will  afford  to  fo  many 
thoufands  of  miferable  wretches,  that  are  tormented 
by  this  naufeous  vermin. 

There  is  but  one  theatre  open  at  Florence,  juft  at 
this  juncture,  and  there  is  feldom  more  than,  one  at 
a  time,  except  in  the  feafon  of  the  Carnival;  when 
the  rage  of  frequenting  fpectacles  is  fuch  in  Italy, 
that,  in  this  fmall  city,  the  people  fill  fix  or  (even 
houfes  every  night;  but,  in  fhort,  as  if  it  were  an 
act  of  devotion,  every  body  makes  a  point  of  going  ; 
whereas,  in  France,  the  madnefs  of  a  Carnival  is,  in 
a  manner,  unknown.  There  are,  however,  at  Flo- 
rence, but  three confiderable  theatres,  one  very  large, 
and  two  of  about  the  dimenfion  of  that  in  Drury- 
lane.  The  large  one  is  dedicated  to  the  ferious  opera, 
the  other  two  to  comedy  and  burlettas.  Upon  a  cal- 
culation, I  find,  that  though  the  extent  of  the  houfe 
now  open,  be  equal  to  that  of  Drury-lane,  it  does 
not  contain  near  the  number  of  people,  from  the  na- 
ture of  its  form,  there  being  no  galleries,  but  confift- 
ing  meerly  of  boxes  and  pit.  The  comedy  they  ex- 
hibit here  is  very  low  indeed,  by  no  means  exceed- 
ing what  is  called  in  England  a  droll,  and  what 
would  be  very  tirefome  to  an  Englishman,  but  for 
the  pleafure  there  is  in  novelty.  To  give  you  fome 
idea  of  the  fmall  progrefs  of  the  drama  through  all 
Italy,  I  need  only  repeat,  that  1  have  never  yet  kea 
there  one  play,  confiding  of  five  acts  ;  and  that  the 
joy  it  affords  arifes  from  miftaking  one  word  for  an- 
other, blunders,  indelicate  jokes,  &c.  At  Paris,  Har- 
lequin is  allowed  fome  freedoms,  which,  I  believe, 
would  hardly  be  fuffered  in  a  London  theatre,  (how- 
ever a  Frenchman  may  value  himfelf  on  the  elegance 
of  their  tafte)  but  then  the  Parifians  have  the  refource 
of  another  theatre,  where  both  tragedy  and  comedy 
may  be  faid  to  flourifh  almoft  to  perfection ;  whereas 
G  e  2  Barn 
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i  nd  the  other  Italian  characters  of  Punch, 

•Don  Faftidio,  Pantaloon,  &c.  are,  in  a  manner,  the 
on'.y  characters  you  fee  on  the  ftages  of  this  country. 
The  . in  of  this  theatre  is  very  popular,  and, 

what  you  will  be  furprized  at,  very  rich,  though  the 
falary  paid  both  to  him  and  his  wife  be  but  feventy- 
five  pounds  a  year  fterling  •,  but,  to  folve  the  riddle, 
you  muft  know  that  the  Harlequin  is  a  tradefman, 
and  perhaps  may  have  as  much  merit  in  that  depart- 
ment, as  in  his  black  face  and  party-coloured  fuit ; 
however  it  be,  he  is  a  great  favourite,  and  his  mop 
is  much  frequented  :  I  have  been  his  cultomer  for  no 
other  reafon,  in  preference,  but  the  fingularity  of 
the  tradefman,  not  that  of  the  goods.  Mr.  Addi- 
fon  and  Sir  Wiilram  Temple,  I  believe,  have  both 
fpoken,  with  great  applauie,  of  the  Dutch  theatres, 
becauie  the  company  of  comedians  was  faid  to  be 
compofed  of  artificers,  who,  after  their  day's  labour, 
recreated  thsmfelves,  and  the  public,  with  their  dra- 
matic exhibitions,  not  making  the  profefllon  as  in 
other  kingdoms,  an  idle  calling :  but,  with  fub- 
mifTion  to  fuch  great  men,  I  mould  imagine,  were 
the  practice  general,  it  would  fpoil  both  the  tradef- 
man and  the  actor  ;  and  theie  fober  comedians  would 
frequently  become  bankrupts.  We  have  much  more 
pleafure  at  their  burletta  operas  than  at  their  come- 
dies, though  they  have  not,  in  their  company,  any 
finger  or  actor  of  very  diftinguifhable  talents  ;  but, 
i  the  whole,  it  does  very  well,  and  paries  off  the 
evening  plealantly.  The  church  keeps  a  ftrict  hand 
the  fubjects  of  Tuicany,  as  well  as  the  other 
ftates  of  Italy.  On  the  page  of  the  opera-book,  where, 
in  England,  the  argument  is  ufually  printed  off,  you 
have   here,   in  capital  letters    a  Prctejhi.     This  pro- 

non,  that,    though  the  writer  o\  the 
drama  has  made  ufe  of  the  words  God,  gods,   dei- 

•  to  the  church  •,    but 

ity  to  the  mythology  of  die  ancients, 

he 
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he  has  been  obliged  to  introduce  thofe  fables, 
thofe  phrafes. 

I  never  trouble  you  with  defcriptions  of  churches 
and  palaces,  but,  rather,  with  the  cuftoms  and  man- 
ners of  the  people  I  vifit ;  yet  I  cannot  forbear  men- 
tioning the  ducal  palace  at  Florence,  which  has,  by 
far,  the  moil  noble  range  of  rooms  I  ever  beheld  : 
I  Ihould  not,  however,  have  thought  this  circum- 
flance  worth  a  paragraph  in  my  letter,  but  for  this 
particular,  that  it  was  built  by  one  Pitti  a  private 
man,  before  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Medici  family, 
into  whofe  hands  it  immediately  fell :  yet,  in  iplte 
of  their  great  reputation  and  magnificence,  through 
a  long  courfe  of  years,  it  ilill  retains  the  name  of  its 
firft  owner,  and  is  called  the  Pitti  palace  to  this  hour. 
I  own  to  you,  I  look  with  admiration  on  this  monu- 
ment of  Tufcan  tafte  and  grandeur,  and  cannot  but 
reflect,  with  aftonilhment,  at  the  low  ebb  of  com- 
merce, and  the  fine  arts,  in  other  ftates  of  Europe, 
when  they  flourifhed  with  fo  much  vigour  in   this 
duchy.      The  gardens  are  efteemed  line  by  the  Ita- 
lians, but,  in  the  eyes  of  an  Englishman,  they  are 
execrable ;    undoubtedly  our  tafte  of  gardening   is 
infinitely  more  elegant  than  that  of  the  Italians;  be- 
lide,  as  they  cannot  have  neither  green  grars,  or  .one 
gravel,  they  want  fbme  of  the  proper  materials   to 
render  a  garden  perfectly  beautiful:    hin9   what  is 
unpardonable  and  abmrd,   amongft  a  thoufand  other 
defects  in  their  laying  out  a  garden,  is  their  contriv- 
ance to  calculate  them   for  winter,  when  no  body 
walks,  and  not  for  fummer,  when  gardens  are  agree- 
able.    This  abfurdity  is,  the  prodigious  number  of 
large  trees,  all  of  the  ever-green  kind,  with  which 
their  gardens  abound;  it  is  true,  they  afford  a  made, 
but  of  fo  difmal  a  hue  as  is  hardly  to  be  imagined, 
and,    at  the  times  they  want  made,  trees  of  a  beau- 
tiful verdure  would  be  flocked  with  leaves.     If  they 
adapt  their  gardens  to  the  winter.*    they  atrrioft  as  n~ 
diculoufly  build  their  houfes  for  the  fiarnmer 
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notwithstanding  the  rigour  of  the  winter  in  this  moun- 
tainous country.  It  is- hardly  thifty  .  rb,  that, 
except  kitchen-chimnies,  there  were  fcarcely  any, 
not  only  in  Naples,  but  even  in  the  northern  latitude 
of  Venice.  Antiquity  ren.iers  every  cuftom  vene- 
rable, and  almoft  facred  •,  but  you  would  wonder  to 
fee  how  prejudiced  the  Italians  are  agu:nft  the  intro- 
duction of  chimnies  •,  they  have  an  idea  they  muft 
be  unwholfome,  fo  little  do  they  underftand  the  na- 
ture of  a  ventilator,  and  that  a  thorough  draught 
muft  purify  the  air  we  breathe.  It  happened  that 
my  chimney  at  Naples  took,  fire,  being  ill  built,  and 
having  never  been  fvvept  fince  it  was  erected  (about 
three  or  four  years  fince)  this  accident  fo  alarmed  the 
landlord,  th'at  he  demurred  whether  he  ihould  not 
turn  a  gentleman,  who  lodged  over  my  head,  out 
of  his  apartments,  becaufe  he  refilled  to  pull  down 
his  chimney  on  this  occafion.  The  gentleman  is, 
certainly,  one  of  the  befl  tenants  in  Naples,  and  the 
landlord's  intereft  prevailed  over  his  frights  and  pre- 
judices at  laft  •,  but  he  lives  in  a  Hate  of  unhappinefs, 
that  his  houfe  Ihould  be  proftituted  to  the  vile  ufe 

of  chimnies. 

The  environs  of  Florence  are  delightful ;  the  hills 
round  the  town,  a:  the  diftance  of  two  or  three 
miles,  form  an  amphitheatre,  where  a  thoufand  coun- 
try houfes,  built  of  white  (tone,  beautify  the  prof- 
pect.  The  fields,  as  indeed  the  whole  face  of  Tuf- 
cany,  are,  in  a  manner,  covered  with  olive-trees  ;  but 
the  olive-tree  does  not  anhver  the  character  I  had 
conceived  of  it  :  the  Royal  Pfalmiii,  and  fome  of  the 
facred  writers,  fpeak  with  rapture  of  the  green  olive- 
tree,  fo  that  I  expected  a  beautiful  green  ;  and  I  con- 
fefs  to  you,  I  was  wretchedly  difappointed,  to  fihd 
its  hue  refemble  that  of  our  hedges,  when  tru 
covered  with  duft.  The  olive-tree  may,  poflibly  de- 
light in  the  barren  diftrict  of  Judsa  ;  but,  undoubt- 
edly, will  difguil  a  man  accuftomed  to  Englilh  ver- 
dure. 

Madam 
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Madam  Minorbetti,  a  woman  of  diftin&ion,  has, 

through  the  means  of ,  fhewn  great  civilities 

to  my  daughters  ;  I  mention  her  name  for  having  gi- 
ven occafion  to  one  of  the  moft  ridiculous  events 
that  has  fallen  within  my  knowlege,  and  which  will 
put  to  fliame  fome  of  the  Greek  etymologies  we  are 
entertained  with  in  the  pofthumous  works  of  dean 
Swift.  You  may  remember,  he  afferts,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  Great  Britain,  that  many  of  thole  names 
which  we  fuppofe  to  be  originally  Greek,  are  really 
derived  from  the  Britifh  language,  and,  by  corrup- 
tion, have  attained  the  Greek  idiom.  For  example  ; 
he  fays,  "  that  Andromache  is  a  corruption  of  the 
Scotch  name  Andrew  Mackey -,  Archimedes,  of  Hark 
ye  Maids,  &c  &c."  It  feems,  that  a  relation  of 
madam  Minorbetti,  in  the  agonies  of  death,  was  de- 
iirous  to  have  a  famous  relic  in  this  city,  no  lefs  than 
an  arm  of  our  archbifhop  Becker,  brought  to  his  bed- 
fide  ;  from  a  perfuafion  he  mould  be  reftored  to 
health,  by  its  miraculous  influence.  The  monks,  in 
whofe  pofTeffion  the  arm  is,  rejected  the  petition,  and' 
pleaded  the  impoffibility  of  carrying  it  beyond  the 
precincls  of  the  convent ;  the  relations,  on  the  other 
.hand,  urged,  that  they  were  deicended  from  the  fa- 
mily of  the  Beckers,  and  therefore,  that  fuch  a  ufage 
might  be  difpenfed  with  :  the  argument  was  admit- 
ted to  be  good,  and  the  monks  demanded  only  a 
proof  of  the  confanguinity,  which  was  demonftrated 

in  the  following  manner : "  A  bifhop,  faid  they, 

in  England,  is  always  called  milor,  (my  lord)  which 
eafily,  in  Italian,  is  corrupted  into  minor  -,  then 
Becket  as  eafily  degenerates  into  Betti j  fo  that  Milcr- 
becket  naturally  becomes  Minor-beiti"-  This  notable 
argument  was  deemed  fo  valid,    that   the  relic   was 

brought  out  of  the  convent  to  the  fick  man. -Do 

not  doubt  the  truth  of  the  facr,  becaufe  of  its  ludi- 
croufnefs ;  you  may  depend  on  every  circumftance  of 
the  ftory, 
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At  all  the  houfes  of  the  nobles  in  Florence,  you 
fee  an  empty  flafk  hanging  out,  to  denote  they  fell 
wine  by  retail ;  this  cuflom  mocks  an  Englishman, 
as  a  practice  very  derogatory  from  their  dignity  ; 
and  he  cannot  but  fpeak  of  it  with  furprize.  A 
Florentine   coolly  and  fenfibly  anfwers,  "  Sir,  your 

duke  of ,  by  the  interpofition  of  a  fteward, 

fells  a  tree  for  ten  millings  •,  our  noble,  by  his  por- 
ter at  the  door,  fells  ten  ihillings  worth  of  wine  j  but 
our  noble  appears   no  more  in  the  fale  of  the  wine, 

than  your  duke  of ,   in   the  fale  of   his  tree  ; 

different  countries  have  their  different  mode>." 

The  truth  is,  that,  through  all  Italy,  great  part  of 
the  rent  for  eflates  is  paid  in  kind,  which,  joined 
with  a  certain  exemption  from  the  imports  on  wine, 
granzed  to  the  nobles  in  Florence,  has  kd  them,  I 
believe,  into  this  feeming  liftlenefs. 

I  was,  the  other  night,  at  a  mod  elegant  concert, 
given  by  the  Lucchefe  envoy,  at  his  own  palace. 
The  fafhion,  upon  this  occafion,  is  to  calculate  the 
number  of  people  the  rooms  will  hold,  and  to  invite 
accordingly  ;  but  ladies  only  are  invited.  It  is  com- 
puted, that  cards  Cent  to  twenty-five  or  twenty-fix 
ladies,  will  bring  near  fouiicore  gentlemen  ;  and  the 
number  at  this  aifembly  anfwered  to  that  calculation. 
The  great  difproportion  betwixt  tlie  number  of  la- 
dies at  the  Italian  converzationi,  and  the  London 
routs,  is  very  linking  to  an  Engliihman ;  but  the 
phenomenon  admits  of  an  ealy  folution.  No  f, 
ladies,  as  I  have  told  you  I  vifit  in  Italy 

who  are  feen  in  the  world  are  married  women. 

>man  here  has  three  Ions  and   three  dai 
two  of  the  daughters  are  moll  probably  in  a  eon . 
whilfc  all  the  three  fons,  at  leaft  two  of  them,    have 

:ig  clfe  to  do  than  to  frequent  the  fpedfc 
cor  ni. 

i   palace  of  the  Lu  nvoy  is 

fo  are  the  palaces  of  all  the  nobles  in  Florence  : 
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4eed,  they  are  of  fuch  an  extent,  that  ufualjy  one 
floor  only  is  occupied  at  the  fame  time.  During  the 
winter,  they  inhabit  the  upper  apartments  •,  and, 
during  the  fummer,  they  refide  all  together  on  the 
ground  floor ;  a  mod  agreeable  piece  of  luxury  in 
the  northern  climate  of  Italy,  which  is  fo  extremely 
hot,  and  fo  extremely  cold  in  the  two  feafons.  Houfe^ 
rent  at  Florence  is  .dill  cheaper  than  at  Venice. 

In  Florence,  the  generality  of  ladies  have  each  of 
them  three  cicefbeos  ;  the  iirft  is  the  cicefbeo  of  dig- 
nity; the  fecond  is  the  cicefbeo  who  picks  up  the  glove, 
gives  the  fan,  and  pulls  off,  or  puts  on  the  cloak.  &c. 
the  third  cicefbeo  is,  by  the  wags,  deemed  theiub- 

ftantiiil  cicefbeo,  or  lover. God  knows  how  thefe 

matters  go ;  for,  in  public,  the  ladies  behave  with, 
fo  much  moderly  and  decorum,  that  1  ihould  be 
tempted  to  treat  fome  of  thefe  reports  as  mere  de- 
traction, were  not  the  truth  of  them  lo  notorious: 
in  fact,  the  univerfality  of  the  vice  has,  in  a  man- 
ner, dive  ed  it  of  the  appearance  of  vice:  with 
us,  a  woman  who  is  publicly  criminal,  ufually  be- 
comes piofiigate  and  abandoned  ;  here,  almofl  every 
woman,  *of  however  virtuous  a  difpofition,  falls  into 
the  general  cuflom,  and  is  equally  criminal  with  the 
woman  of  loofe  principles  \  fo  that  the  distinction 
of  good  and  bad,  I  mean  chafte  and  difTolute,  is 
hardly  known  in  Italy.  In  a  word,  it  is  the  mode, 
the  etiquette,  the  bon  ton  of  the  fine  people ;  and 
now  wives  and  cicefbeos  hardly  give  more  fcandal  than 
wives  and  hufbands ;  excite  as  little  animadverfions 
when  together ;  and,  indeed,  exclufive  of  gallantry, 
lead  as  innocent  and  fober  lives.' ] 

Florence  is  laid  to  be  decorated  with  feventeen 
fquares,  or  market-places ;  ieven  fountains,  fix  co- 
lumns, two  pyramids,  and  about  a  hundred  and 
fixty  public  ftatues.  Cofmo  I.  affigned  the  Jews  a 
particular  quarter,  or  Ghetto  ;  a  part  of  the  city 
formerly  noted  for  infamous  houfes  and  places  of 
proffckution.     We"  are  informed  by  an  infcription  over 

the 
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the  entrance  into  this  ftreet,  that  it  was  thought 
more  advifeable  to  let  the  Jews  remain  in  a  quarter 
by  themielves,  but  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Chrif- 
tians,  that  they  might,  by  the  good  example  of  the 
latter,  be  induced  to  fubmit  to  the  eaiy  yoke  of 
Chriftianity,  than  expel  them  intirely. 

Florence  is  faid  to  contain  about  nine  thoufand 
houfes  and  feventy  thoufand  fouls.  Its  greateft  trade 
is. in  woollen  and  filk  manufactures.  It  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  that  few  people  in  Florence  are  remarkable 
for  the  quicknefs  of  their  fight  ;  and  hence  the  Flo- 
rentine ciechi,  or  blind  Florentines,  has  paffed  into  a 
proverbial  je ft.  This  misfortune  fome  attribute  to 
the  damp  and  foggy  air  of  the  city ;  but  if  this  be 
admitted,  it  will  follow,  that  moft  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Mantua,  Venice,  Leyden,  Amfterdam,  and  other 
places,  would  have  little  or  no  ufe  of  their  eyes.  Be- 
fide,  the  fea-coafts  only  are  fubject  to  fuch  moift  ex- 
halations ;  whereas  Florence  is  fituated  on  a  rifing 
ground,  and  in  a  dry  part  of  the  country.  And  it 
mould  be  remembered,  that  to  the  purity,  fincnefs, 
and  falubrity  of  the  air,  the  Florentines  themielves 
attribute  the  quicknefs  and  fagacity  of  their  country- 
men, who  have  made  fo  many  great  improvements 
in  all  the  branches  of  fcience.  A  famous  fociety  or 
learned  men,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Tuican 
language,  who  ftile  themlHves  Acadcnua  della  Crufca, 
has  been  fome  years  eftabiiihed  here.  Probably  this 
uncommon  name,  which  figniiies  the  Bran  Academy, 
was  chofen  from  their  propofing  to  reject,  as  Bran,  all 
Italian  words  that  "are  not  cleg-ant  Tuican.  But, 
notwithstanding  all  their  care,  the  Florentines  have 
fomething  of  a  guttural  pronunciation,  and  confe- 
quentjy  write  Italian  better  than  they  fpeak  it.  They 
arc  univerf&Uy  admired  for  their  quicknefs  in  r. 
tecs,  and  their  graceful  manner  in  telling  a  ftory. 
But  they  are  fo  infatuated  with  thefe  petty  accom- 
plifhments,  that  they  are  eternally  talking,  and  ne- 
ver lofc  an  opportunity  of  telling  a  tale.     Every  lo- 
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rer  of  virtue  would  be  pleafed,  if  this  were  the  only 
failing  that  could  be  laid  to  their  charge ;  but  this  is 
fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  they  have  been  brand- 
ed to  a  proverb,  even  by  the  reft  of  the  Italians, 
for  that  abominable  vice  which  brought  down  the 
divine  vengeance  upon  Sodom  and  Gommorah. 
Should  this  be  really  the  cafe,  it  would  not  be  at  all 
furprifing,  that  a  nation  fo  lafcivious  as  the  Floren- 
tines are  mould  have  weak  eyes  •,  it  being  inconteft- 
able^  that  immoderate  venery  is  highly  detrimental 
to  the  fight. 

The  country,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Florence, 
is  indeed  extremely  delightful,  from  the  gradual 
afcent  of  little  hills  beautifully  cultivated.  Toward 
Pila  it  forms  itfelf  into  a  fpacious  plain.  Near  the 
city  of  Florence  is  found  a  fpecies  of  white  marble, 
which  fplits  almoft  like  (late,  and  after  polifhing,  the 
variegations  of  its  yellow  and  brown  veins  reprefent, 
in  an  elegant  manner,  trees,  landfcapes,  and  ruins  of 
old  walls  and  caftles.  The  principal  parts  of  thefe 
paintings  owe  their  origin  to  a  corrofive  fluid,  which, 
infinuating  itfelf  into  the  minute  pores  of  the  ftone, 
leaves,  in  time,  the  traces  of  fuch  figures,  which, 
by  a  fmall  afiiftance  from  imagination,  form  a  refem- 
blance  to  the  works  of  nature  or  art.  The  figures 
on  this  marble  are  not  meerly  traced  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ftone,  but  penetrated  the  fourth  or 
fixth  part  of  an  inch  into  its  fubftance,  fo  that  they 
are  not  eafily  obliterated  by  fire,  like  the  Dendrites 
of  Pappenheim,  and  other  places. 

A  paved  road,  called  Via  Caffia,  made  by  the  an- 
cient Romans,  extended  from  Florence  to  Sienna, 
and  from  thence  to  Rome.  There  are  ftiil  fome  con- 
fiderable  remains  of  this  way,  though  it  is  not  fo  well 
kept  in  repair  as  the  Via  Appia,  which  leads  from 
Rome  to  Naples.  Sienna  is  four  poft  itages  or  thirty- 
two  Italian  miles  diftant  from  Florence.  The  many 
hills  in  the  road,  which  is  paved  ail  the  way,  render 
travelling  uneafy  ;   nor  is  the  country  fo  pleafant  as 

that 
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that  between  Pifa  and  Florence.  The  profpec"tsr 
however,  are  often  beautiful,  from  the  many  vine- 
yards and  olive  plantations. 

The  city  of  Sienna  ftands  upon  three  eminences, 
which  confequently  make  the  ftreets  very  uneven  -, 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  this  fituation  renders  the  prof- 
pects  more  agreeable,  and  increafes  the  falubrity  of 
the  air.  The  inhabitants  are  polite  and  of  a  lively 
difpoiition,  the  women  beautiful,  and  under  lefs  re- 
ftraint  than  in  other  parts  of  Italy  ;  for  which  reaibn, 
it  is  imagined,  that  the  Italian  language  is  fpoken  ac 
Sienna  in  its  greatefl  perfection  and  puritv.  Charles  V. 
founded  an  academy  here,  and  granted  many  privi- 
leges to  the  German  fiudents.  This  academy  is  at 
prefent  in  a  declining  ftate,  and  the  number  of  Ger- 
man fcholars  does  not  exceed  ten  or  twelve.  The 
city  itfelf  is  far  from  being  populous,  feventeen  thou- 
fand  inhabitants  being  the  moll  that  it  contains.  With 
regard  to  the  buildings,  the  Piccolomini  palace,  and 
that  belonging  to  the  marquis  di  Londadari,  feem  to 
be  the  beft ;  all  the  reft  are  but  meanly  built  •,  though 
the  city,  on  account  of  the  great  numbers  of  towers 
erected  on  private  houfes,  and  which  had  their  rife 
from  the  interline  feuds  between  the  parties  of  the 
Guelphs  and  Gihellines,  makes  an  elegant  appear- 
ance at  a  distance. 

The  Sienneie  flill  flatter  themfelves  with  enjoying 
a  kind  of  liberty  in  the  choice  of  their  fenate,  com- 
pofed  of  nine  perfons  called  Eccelfi,  the  prefident  of 
which  is  ltiled  Capitaneo  del  Popolo.  But  this  is 
only  a  deluiive  appearance,  the  fenate  itfelf  being 
under  fuch  redactions  to  the  great  duke  of  Florence, 
tii.it  no  meafures   of  con  1  be   t*  I 

without  his  permiffion. 

Among  the  ecclefiaftical  buildings,  the  til 

is  the  p;  Lncipal,  both  its  out  and'  in  ing  incru 

with  white  and  bl  ,  in  alt'-.  iws. 

In  i he  two  >r   holy  water,  ice 

of  the   church,   are  two  marble  fiib,  fo  exquifi 


SIENNA.  4£  i 

performed,  that  they  appear  to  fwim  in  them.  Here 
are,  alfo,  feveral  fine  marble  flatties  of  Popes,  who 
were  natives  of  Sienna.  Mabillon  teiis  us,  that  for- 
merly the  buft  of  pope  Joan  was  alfo  among  them, 
with  this  infcription  under  it,  Joannes  VIII.  Fcemina, 
de  Anglia.  "  John  VIII.  an  Englishwoman ;"  but 
it  has  been  long  fince  taken  away.  The  fame  author 
fays,  it  was  altered  to  pope  Zachary ;  but  Baronius 
affirms,  that  it  was  absolutely  broken  to  pieces  and 
deftroyed. 

Among  the  reliques  of  the  cathedral,  are  the  right 
arm  of  John  the  Baptift,  and  the  fword  with  which 
Peter  cut  off  the  ear  of  Malchus.     The  latter  cannot, 
indeed,  properly,  be  called  a  relique,  and  thefacriitan 
himfelf  allured  us,  that  no  veneration  is  paid  to  it, 
but  confidered  only  as  a  curious  antique ;  it  is,  how- 
ever,   carefully  preferved,    and  the   three  principal 
perfons  of  Sienna  have  each  a  key  to  it.     The  hilt  is 
of  white  ivory,  and  the  blade  two  fpans  and  an  half  in 
length,  refembling  a  large  knife.      In  the   Domini- 
can church  is  the  head  of  St.  Catharine  of  Sienna  * 
one  of  her   countrymen,   after  her  death  at  Rome, 
having  fevered  it  from  the  body,  and  brought  it  to 
Sienna,  where  it  is  kept  with  the  highefc  veneration, 
and  only  exhibited  to  view  twice  a  year.     The  Domi- 
nicans here  pretend  to  have  in  their  posTeffion  the 
wedding-ring  which  our  Saviour  gave  her  at  the  fo- 
lemnization  of  their  nuptials,  which,  they  profanely 
fay,   were  performed  with  the  utmoft  magnificence, 
king  David  affifting  and  playing  on  the  harp.     The 
houfe  in  which  fhe  refided  at  Sienna  with  her  pa- 
rents, is  now  an  oratory ;  and  her  private  chamber  a 
chapel,  decorated  in  the  moft  profufe  manner  with 
ftucco-work,  fculpture,  painting,  and  gilding.    Here 
they  fhew  the  window,  through  which  they  pretend 
Chrift  often  ufed  to  come  and  vifit  her.     The  flory 
of  the  five  fligmata,   or  marks,    irnpreffed   on    her 
by  our  Saviour,  is  too  well  known  to  need  repetition  ; 
and  with  fuch  ridiculous  {lories  feveral  books,  pub- 
limed 
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lifhcd  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the 
fuperior  clergy  of  the  Romilh  church,  have  been 
filled. 

The  hilly  fituation  of  the  city  has  occafioned  a 
bridge  to  be  built  acrofs  a  ftreet  near  the  Dominican 
church  ;  but  this  ftructure  is  of  no  remarkable  height, 
nor  are  any  buildings  under  it  like  that  in  the  city  of 
Genoa. 

Sienna  embraced  the  opportunity  of  the  German 
interregnum  to  recover  irs  liberty  •,  but  its  repofe  was 
very  inconfiderable,  from  the  interline  commotions 
among  its  principal  families,  particularly  thole  of  Ma- 
lateftaand  Petruzzi.  In  1554,  the  emperor  Charles  V. 
entirely  reduced  the  city  under  his  dominion,  and  by 
his  abdication  afterward  in  1556,  it  devolved  to  his 
fon  Philip  II.  king  of  Spain,  who  ceded  it  to  Cofmo  I. 
duke  of  Florence,  in  confideration  of  a  large  ilim  of 
money,  and  a  promife  that  he  would  not  aiTift  the 
French.  Some  maritime  places  were  however  ex- 
cepted, as  Piombino,  Orbitello,  Telamone,  Porto 
Hcrcole,  Porto  St.  Stefano,  and  Porto  Longono, 
together  with  the  ifland  of  Elva,  which  dillricir.  m 
called  Stato  degli  Prefidii,  from  the  Spaniards  keep- 
ing garrifons  in  thefe  places. 

In  travelling  from  Sienna  to  Radicofani,  during  the 
two  firlt  ftages,  or   till  you  arrive  at  Buonconvcnto, 
the  country  is  remarkably  fertile,  and  affords  the  moft 
inchanting  profpecl:  •,    being  regularly   planted   with 
rows  of  trees,   and  covered   with   vines  and  olives. 
But  after  you    have  palled   this  part,  the  face  ot  the 
country  is  leis  agreeable,  its  appearance  being  i< 
what  more  rough  and  barren.     Buonconvcnto  is  fa- 
mous  in  hillory,  as  the  place  where  Henry  VII, 
poifoned   in   receiving  the  facrament  from  Bernardo 
di  Montepolitiano,  a  Dominican  m  ink,  in  131  3.    But 
the  death   of  the  emperor    Henry  VII.  is    not  the 
only  inltance  in  which  priells  have  abufed  the  facra- 
ment for  the  accomplithing  their  revenge.     Hicro 
nymo  Savina,  abbot  of  St.  Maria  di  Miiericorcna,  was 

convicted 
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convicted  of  the  fame  deteftable  crime  at  Venice.  Ca- 
reus  affirms,  that  pope  Adrian  VI.  was,  at  the  in- 
itigation  of  the  cardinals,  taken  off  by  a  poifoned 
holt.  And  the  fame  villainous  action  was  committed 
by  bifhop  Arnefaft,  at  Aarhus,  in  the  year  1259, 
upon  Chriftopher  I.  king  of  Denmark,  as  appears 
from  Hojer's  hiftory  of  Denmark. 

Ten  Italian  miles  from  Viterbo  toward  Rome,  at 
a  diltance  from  the  high  road,  is  the  palace  of  Cap- 
rarola,  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Parma.  It  was 
built  by  cardinal  Alexander  Farnefe,  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  under  the  direction  of  the  celebrated  ar- 
chitect Giacomo  Barocci  da  Vignola.  The  ftructure 
on  the  outfide  is  of  a  pentagonal  form,  refembling  a 
citadel ;  but  the  inner  court,  which  is  decorated  with 
galleries,  is  perfectly  circular-,  and  yet  all  the  apart- 
ments are  fquare  and  well  proportioned.  The  whole 
art  confifts  in  the  different  thicknefs  of  the  party- 
walls.  The  city  of  Rome,  though  thirty  Italian  miles 
diftant,  may  be  feen  from  the  top  of  this  palace. 
The  magnificent  flair-cafe  and  whifpering-hail  in  this 
palace  are  particularly  admired.  In  the  latter,  four 
perfons  Handing  clofe  to  the  wall,  and  over  againft 
each  other,  may  converfe,  while  a  fifth,  ftanding  in 
the  center,  will  be  intirely  ignorant  of  what  is  faid. 
Upoa  ftamping  with  the  foot  in  the  middle  of  the 
Boor,  thofe  without  hear  a  noife  like  the  report  of  a 
piftoi 

The  diltance  between  Ronciglioni  and  Monte  Rod, 
a  well  built  place,  is  feven  Italian  miles ;  and  that 
between  Monte  Rofi  and  Baccano  the  fame.  All 
the  country  between  Ronciglioni  and  Storca  is  moun- 
tainous, and  the  roads  very  bad.  Agriculture  is  here 
totally  neglected,  fo  that  the  land  is  over-run  with  a 
kind  of  long  heath  :  had  the  country  been  under 
any  other  prince,  than  the  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter,  ic 
would  doubtlefs  hive  been  long  fince  cultivated,  as 
it  does  not  want  for  w^ter,  and  might  be  ufed  to  ad- 
vantage in  breeding  of  cattle.  But  the  inhabitants 
4  are 
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are  rendered  (lothful  by  oppreflion,  well  knowing, 
that  the  more  they  acquire  by  their  induftry,  the 
more  they  will  be  expofed  to  exactions,  till  they  fink 
at  laft  under  the  prefture  of  poverty.  Near  Baccano 
are  fome  fulphur  mines,  which  produce  a  confider- 
able  profit  to  the  papal  treafury. 

The  rivulet  Cremera  ifiues  from  the  Lago  di  Bac- 
cano, and  after  crofting  the  road,  falls  into  the  Ti- 
ber, about  three  miles  from  hence.  At  prefent  it  is 
called  La  Varca^  artd  famous  in  ancient  hiftory  for 
the  furprife  and  (laughter  of  the  Fabii  by  the  Ve- 
jentes. 

Nine  Italian  miles  to  the  northward  of  Rome,  Six- 
tus  V.  caufed  a  large  wood  to  be  deftroyed,  in  order 
to  deprive  the  robbers  of  a  place  of  retreat,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  open  a  free  paffage  for  the  north 
wind  to  the  country  about  Rome :  apd  accordingly, 
the  air  in  that  city  is  rendered  much  more  healthy  ; 
and  alio,  the  noxious  effects  of  the  fouth  in  a  great 
meafure  prevented.  For  the  fame  reafon,  the  woods 
lyin°-  to  the  fouthward  of  Rome  are  not  fuffered  to 
be  cut  down,  becaufe  they  defend  the  city  and  adja- 
cent country  from  the  effects  of  the  Sirocco,  or  fouth- 
eaft  wind,  which,  being  loaded  with  exhalations, 
arifino-  from  moraiTes  and  ftagnating  water,  would 
otherwife  prove  very  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants. 


End  of  the  FOURTH    VOLUME. 


■ 


